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1899. 



June 23, 1874.— Recommitted to the Select Committee on Affairs in the District of 
Culumbia and ordered to be printed. 



Mr. Jeremiah M. Wilson, from the Joint Select Committee on Affairs 
in the District of Columbia, submitted the following 

REPORT: 

Tfie Joint Select Committee to inquire into the Affairs of the District of 
Columbiaj to whom was re/erred the following resolution^ passed by the 
Souse of Representatives May 5, 1874, viz : " Resolved^ That the Joint 
Committee on the Affairs of the District be^ and they are hereby^ directed 
to inquire whether the officers or employes of the United States, or any 
officers or employes of the District government^ have been engaged in any 
conspiracy to defeat or hinder the investigation ordered by Congress into 
the affairs of the District^ and particularly in this connectiou to inquire 
into all the circumstances conixected with the late robbery of the safe in 
tlie office of the United States attorney for the District of Columjbiaj^^ 
report : 

That they have diligently endeavored to make the investigation 
required by the resolution, but in doing so have examined a number of 
witnesses, and they have learned the names of other witnesses who 
ought to be examined, but whose attendance they have not been able 
up to this time to procure. The testimony taken is in niany material 
respects conflicting and irreconcilable ; and in some very important par- 
ticulars the contradictioas cannot be accounted for upon any theory of 
mistake orwant of memory in the conflicting witnesses. The testimony 
satisfies yoilr committee that one of the objects of the burglary was to 
falsely implicate Columbus Alexander, one of the memorialists. But in 
the absence of the testimony of the witnesses hereinbefore referred to 
whose attendance has not been procured, it would in the opinion of your 
committee be improper for them to express any opinion upon the ques- 
tion, "Who%were the conspirators!^ Indeed, considering that the 
burglary must be the subject of investigation in the criminal court of 
the District, your committee beg leave to suggest that an expression of 
opinion by them that any particular person or persons are guilty might 
be unwise, if not improper, for reasons that will readily be discovered 
upon reading the testimony. 
V\ Your committee think that it should be brought to the notice of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney-General, and in this con- 
nection the committee beg to call especial attention to the ti&legrams 
which were sent from Michael Hayes to H. C. Whitley and to I. 0. Net- 
tleship, and also to the other telegrams and letters produced in evi- 
dence. They therefore report the testimony and the following resolu- 
tion, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of this- 
aabject : 
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Resolvedy That the Clerk of the House of Eepresentatives be, and he 
is hereby, instructed to transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury and 
to the Attorney-General, each, a copy of the evidence taken by the Joint 
Select Committee in relation to the Affairs of the District of Columbia, 
so far as the same relates to the " late robbery of the safe in the oflQce 
of the United States attorney for the District of Columbia," for their 
information and guidance. 

WM. B. ALLISON. 

A. G. THUEMAK. 

WM. M. STEWAET. 

J. M. WILSON. 

JAY A. HUBBELL. 

LYMAN K. BASS. 

HUGH J. JEWETT. 

EOB. HAMILTON. 
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TESTIMONY 

IN RELATION TO tHE 

ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 



Washington, Tuesday, May 12, 1874. 

EicHARD Harrington sworn. 
By the Chairman: 

Question. Please state in detail what you know of this safe-robbery. — 
Answer. — On the morning of the day preceding the burglary, which I 
think was Wednesday morning, I was seated at my table at breakfast with 
my family ; my mail was brought me, and in the mail was this letter, post- 
marked New York, the envelope having the stamp of the Saint Nicholas 
Hotel. It is addressed to "Mr. Harington, U. S. dist. attorney, Wash- 
ington, D. C," my rrame being spelled with one "r." I opened the 
letter, read it, and handed it to ray wife. The letter is as follows: 

New Yokk, April 20, 1874. 
Mr. Harrington: I will send you some information which may be of some use to 
you. I am a thief, but when I have been treated mean or put in the hole I am bound 
to get square. A man from Washington made arrangements with me and a friend of 
mine to blow yoar safe at your office. We was to get 500 and a half of the swag be- 
sides to do the job. It was to come off this week, on Wednesday or Thursday night. 
I spent over $80 to get my tools together, and was already to go, but I was told to-day 
on good authority that another party had got the job, and was left out in the cold. I 
don't know exactly who the head bloke is, but he lives in Washington. Pipe them off, 
and you will find out that I have told the truth. 

B. 

The handwriting is evidently disguised. I read the letter. It sur- 
prised me somewhat, but I had received anonymous letters before, and 
I passed it over to my wife. She read it. I did not pay very much at- 
tention to it. 1 thought it might be a scare, and thought probably it might 
be a joke upon me. I went up town. I don't know who I first showed 
it to. I think at noon I showed the letter to the governor. Three or 
four parties were there, and it was the occasion of a laugh between us, 
some remark being made that " they ain't going for such an impecunious 
man as you are." During that afternoon I suppose I showed the letter 
to a dozen or fifteen people — friends, asking their advice about it. I 
did not pay any particular attention to it, except that on Wednesday 
night I told Mr. Evans, the clerk in our office, to go down to the office 
and tell Joshua to light up both rooms brilliantly, and to stay there 
that night. I kept thinking the matter over and I talked about it with 
some friends in the morning. About three o'clock in the afternoon I 
thought I would go down street and see Mr. Hume, a member of the 
firm of Hall & Hume, a friend of mine, and Mr. Boteler. I saw them, 
and read the letter to them. We talked it over. They both told me 
they did not think there was much in it. Mr. Hume thought it was a 
joke somebody was trying to get on me. I thought the matter over 
1 s B 
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2 ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

and reasoned it out in this way : !N"ow if anybody is goiug to my safe, 
they are not going there to get money, because everybody would know 
it would not be a likely place to find money. I knew that parties might 
suspect that I had important papers, not only in relation to this inves- 
tigation, but, as you will readily perceive, in relation to other matters 
that are committed to the hands of a prosecuting officer. I then 
thought of the course of examination that had been going on before 
this committee here, about books — false books. I knew as matter of 
fact, Mr. Mattingly's office, during this investigation, had been entered 
three times, and his papers searched and examined. I knew further, 
as matter of fact, that there had been some intelligence given to some 
committee of Congress in regard to some projected robbery. That was 
published, I think, in the New York Graphic. At four o'clock I went 
down to police headquarters, and inquired for Mr. Kichards. He was 
not in, and I told them to telegraph him to come to my house at once ; 
that I wanted to see him on matters of importance. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. What day was that? — A. That was Thursday afternoon. At the 
same time I told Mr. Clarvoe, the chief of the corps of detectives, to 
come to my house. On my way up I met Mr. Williams. I think that 
was the first time I showed him the letter. He said, " there may be 
something in it, and, perhaps, may not." I told him to be around ; 
that I would have a watch set. I think 1 showed the letter to 
Mr. Evans, the young gentleman in our office, t<^ day before. I saw 
him again Thursday evening, and told him to be there. 

About half-past six Mr. Clarvoe and Mr. Eichards came down to ray 
house. I submitted the letter to them, and we talked the whole matter 
over. Then, I think, one of them spoke about some intelligence that 
they had had about a Government safe that was to be blown, as they called 
it, somewhere in the city. 1 think the major remarked that a letter ot 
that kind once before had enabled them to catch burglars at Hood's 
store. We talked the matter over, and agreed in our ideas, I believe, 
that w^hoever went there could not be going to get money, and we came 
to the conclusion, then, that it would do no harm to watch the place, 
with the understanding that we would follow the persons wherever or 
to whatever place they might go — " shadow them," as they expressed it 
in their vernacular, and see if we could not get at the parties at the bot- 
tom 5 for to my mind, the man that went there was a mere tool, and the 
object was to get at the parties, if there were any, at the bottom. 
About half past seven or quarter of eight — I cannot fix the time 
exactly — Kichards and T walked up together, Clarvoe going up to the 
office in another way. I believe at the corner of Fourth-and-a-half street 
Clarvoe met Mr. Williams. They, then, I believe, stationed themselves 
up in a little box that covers the entrance to Mr. Hines's office, giving 
a view of our front office. Major Richards and myself went into the 
office, into a little room, where there is a small window that looks into my 
office, and we determined to sit there to see what might be done. I 
think we had been there half or three quarters of an hour. Mr. Evans, 
I ought to remark, was in Judge Fisher's office. I had told him to be 
there. Somebody came in the entry, went back to Judge Fisher's office- 
door and rapped, and walked out again. 1 looked out of the door, and 
saw that he was standing on the steps. T went into the office, and said 
to Evans, '' Go out and see who that is." He came back and said it was 
a colored man, who was lookingfor Joshua. Evans told him that Joshua 
was not there, and he went off. In about twenty minutes, I suppose, 
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as near as I can fix the time, or shortly afterward, somebody came into 
the hall and struck a match, and the match went out, and they went 
back to Judge Fisher's office and tried the door, and went out. Judge 
Fisher's room is at the farther end of the entry. 

We began to think there was something wrong. Shortly afterward 
another person, or the same person, came in again, and we could hear 
him feeling along the wall. Then we thought something was wrong. 
There was no lock, or the lock was broken, on the door of the room that 
we were in, and 1 put my hand against the knob in order to hold it. 
Directly some person came to the door and tried to open it, and found 
he could not, and commenced turning the handle. I knew at once that 
they must know that some one was inside, as I held the knob, and I said : 
" Is that you, Evans f The man made no reply, and turned around and 
went out. Then Richards and I came to the conclusion that somebody 
meant mischief around the building. We came to the conclusion — well, 
if these men mean to do any stealing, they will not do it now, knowing 
that we are here. We got up, walked out of the front door, and talked 
it over, and said : '' If these men intend to steal to-night, they will hardly 
do it now f but we concluded to watch. We walked up to Sixth, down 
Sixth to C, and down to Third, and around. I think we had gotten to 
one of the wings of the city-hall, and had been there three or four min- 
utes, when we saw two men go into the front door. We thought, then, that 
this letter had been a true indication. We then went up the street, and 
put ourselves between a bill-board — there are two of them there leaning 
up against a tree. There is a i>lace to hide between the box and the tree, 
and we got in there. In about ten minutes these men came out again, 
and went down Louisiana avenue toward O street. They had not been 
iu there long enough to do anything. We did not know what to make 
of that. Still we waited, and in the course of a half or three quarters of 
an hour, fixing the time, of course, as closely as I can, two men came up 
the same way, walked into the front door, and shut it after them. Then 
Eichards and I looked around and could not find Clarvoe. We were afraid 
that he had gone following these two men who had first gone out, and was 
not on hand, yet we were afraid to leave our place. Just then a man came 
up the street and was walking along, and as he got nearby the City Hall, 
Major Eichards, I think, recognized him as Tom Shepherd who was go- 
ing up to his home, and either he or I, I think Major Richards, or prob- 
ably both, said, '* Stop here, Tom ; there is something going on and we 
may want your services.-' Well, the men went on and shut the door after 
them; in a few minutes the sash of my front office window was thrown 
open with a noise with no attempt at concealment, and the front shut- 
ters closed. They then went to the other window and did the same so 
boldly that it was a question in my mind if Joshua was not closing up. 
Whether liichards or I first went around into the alley I do not re- 
member. Une of us then said we would go around into the alley and 
see if we could hear any noise in the office. In the mean time, when we 
called Shepherd, Clarvoe hearing our voices came out from the box. 
Then we left Clarvoe, Williams, and Shepherd to watch while we passed 
around into the alley to see if we could discover or hear anything. 
When we got around the alley there was a light in my back office. I 
said : *' Richards, it must be that these men are at mischief, because 
Joshua would not have the gas lighted in my office at this time of night. 
He has no business there." We came back. I think Eichards went to 
his office and found one officer on duty. We put him down the alley to 
watch, saying to him, ** Watch this alley here ; see if the man comes 
out here." Eichards left word at headquarters if any of the officers 
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came in to tell them to report there. In about ten minutes or five, 
three more of the detectives came and they were put in the back part of 
the alley to watch there ; so that there were three or four there and four 
of us in front. While we were there we could bear a noise, and knew, or 
thought, at least, that they were then at work on the safe. Kichards 
then suggested, *' Had we not better go in and get these fellows now f 
I said my idea was to find out who put these men at it. I thought we 
had men enough there to eat them up, and that they could not possibly 
get away ; to let them go on ; that the safe was of very little importance 
to me; that there were no papers of any importance there. I thought 
they were opening the safe with chisels; we heard that noise — *'thud," 
''thud.'^ We went back on the other side of the street and watched 
some time afterward; it must have been an hour or an hour and a 
quarter, we heard an explosion, liichards says, " Harrington, your safe 
is blown." Then we kept on watching — the thing was done — and in 
about ten minutes two men came out of the front door and started diag- 
onally across the street to Sixth-street corner of Judiciary Square. The 
ofiice is on the south side of the avenue. We were directly opposite. 
Mr. Clarvoe and Mr. Williams were up in the box, as 1 informed you, 
which is to the right about fifty feet. These two men went directly 
across to that street, and we followed the man that was near us until 
he got up to the corner. I supposed that I was following the same man, 
but, when I got up about a square and a half, 1 found that I had mis- 
taken the man, and was really following Clarvoe. I lost view of both 
men, and had mistaken Clarvoe for one of them. I never understood, 
until I tried it, how difficult it is to shadow a man on a dark night, so 
that you can swear to his identity. I lost both men, but as we went 
farther up the street — we went on up C street — it seems that by some 
confusion or mistake, we both followed that man. Clarvoe followed a 
man who had a bundle in his hand, he says. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. The two men separated f — A. Clarvoe says they separated at the 
corner ; w here they separated, I don't know. As 1 say, I lost my bear- 
ings as to both of them. They went up Fifth street to E, and up E to 
Seventh, and as this man crossed Seventh street, when I got at the 
corner of Fifth and E, I saw the man that 1 was following was Clarvoe. 
Then, on the left-hand side, going down, I saw a man with something 
in his hands, and I commenced to follow him with the others. He went 
up as far as Seventh street, up Seventh to G, up G to Ninth. There 
we cut him off. At that place he must have certainly seen that he was 
followed, there were so many men. He stopped and asked where F 
street was ; I think he asked it of Richards and myself. Whether 
Eichards or I replied, I don't know. Then he walked up F street, and 
went to Mr. Alexander's door and rang the bell, left his bundle on the 
steps, and then got down, and went into the area down stairs, and rang 
the bell. I know the remark was made by some one, *' Why, Alexander 
is in this." Says I, "No, I don't think so, by any means at all, be- 
cause if the man had been going to do this thing for him, he would not 
have come so directly to the house." I thought then that the attempt 
was to throw it on Alexander. We waited there three or four minutes, 
and, finally, I w^ent to Clarvoe. W^e had a talk, and he said, *' The man 
might get away ; we had better get him." He (Clarvoe) walked down 
to the man who was in the area and asked what he was doing there. 
He said he had business. Well, Clarvoe said it was very suspicious: 
" You will have to go with me." He arrested him, and took from him a 
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pistol and bauded the pistol to me. Richards and I, I think, or some 
of us together, carried the bag; it was a very heavy one. Ifc was a 
wonder to me how the mau could have walked so rapidly with so heavy 
a bag. We took him to the station-house. That is substantially, so far 
as I can recollect, what I know of the transaction. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Where was Evans, who was in the back office in the beginning? — 
A. I had sent him up town. When these men went in, Joshua was over 
at Georgetown. I had told Joshua that this thing would be done. 
Then we were afraid Joshua might go in and walk into the room and 
that they might kill or hurt him, so I told Evans to see Joshua and tell 
him that the men were in the office, and not to go in upon them, for T 
felt that if he went into the office and opened the door on them, and 
these men were caught in the act, that they might injure him. 

Now, there is another matter that I ought to speak of to the commit- 
tee, because so much has been said about it. Probably the committee 
may have seen it in public print. It has been said that I drew a state- 
ment up for the prisoner, which I sent over to the jail, and it was stuck 
through the bars, and he said that he supposed that he better swear to 
it anyhow ; that he did not know what was in it. I desire to tell the 
committee precisely how that occurred. 1 think it was last Monday 
morning, while 1 was in bed, my servant came up and said there was a 
gentleman down stairs who wanted to see me. 1 went down stairs, and 
a gentleman was there, who said his name was Mr. Somerville, of New 
York. He handed me his card, said he was a member of the bar of Kew 
York, and had been sent down here by some friend who had heard that 
Benton was in jail. I told him to come to my office at half past nine and 
I would see him there. 1 went to my office about nine and said to Evans, ' 
the clerk, " There is the card of a man ; I don't know anything about 
hun ; you go down to the New York Directory, at the telegraph-office, 
and see if there is a lawyer of that name at such an office in New York." 
He came back and reported that there was. The name was Thomas P. 
Somerville. Mr. Somerville came back and said that he wanted to see 
the prisoner. Somerville is in town. I telegraphed him yesterday to 
come here, and will explain to you presently why 1 did. He said he 
wanted to see the prisoner ; that he was going to act as his counsel. I 
told him that I had no right to deny him the privilege of seeing him, 
provided he was his counsel, but I did not want everybody to be run- 
ning over to jail to see this man, I then gave him a note to the warden 
saying that the bearer was Mr. Somerville, who represents himself as 
the attorney of Benton, and if the prisoner Benton desires I saw no 
objection to his seeing him. In about an hour he came back to me and 
said that he desired to make a statement, provided I would consent to 
use it and use this man as evidence. I said to him, " I cannot make 
any such promise as that. You ought to know, from what is going on 
and being said in the papers, that even if 1 could ordinarily use him I have 
got to act with great discretion in this matter.'' " Well," he said, '' will 
you hear the statement F I said to him, "I would rather not have a 
verbal statement. If you have any statement that you want to put 
into my hands I would prefer it to be in writing." . I was anxious to 
get the prisoner's statement. He had previously made to Olarvoe and 
myself a partial statement, but it was not a full or satisfactory state- 
ment; he would not talk at all. Mr. Somerville went over to jail 
and, about half past twelve, returned with a written statement. It was 
signed, but not sworn to. I looked at it. Before I read it I said to him. 
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**I would prefer tbat this statement should be sworn to." He said he 
wanted to get to Kew York on the 1 o'clock train, but that the pris- 
oner would swear to it if I would send it to him. I told Evans to go 
and get a commissioner and take him over to jail to get the prisoner's 
deposition. The United States commissioner, so Evans told me, asked 
him if the statement in the paper was the truth and he was willing to 
swear to it, and he said he would, and did so. I said to counsel, " If 
this man's statement will lead to the arrest and conviction of the parties 
who were at the bottom of this, I should not hesitate a moment to use 
your client. If this does not lead to it I will hand it back to you in the 
same confidence that I received it." 

The other day a member of the committee asked me if I had that 
statement. I told him I had, and naturally he inquired and said, "I 
should like to see it." I replied that I did not see how I could use it. 
I do not now see how I could use it ; but, in order to relieve myself of 
the embarrassment, yesterday, after consultation with Mr. Davidge and 
Judge Fisher, I telegraphed to counsel in New York that lie had better 
come on; that the committee would inquire into this matter. Upon his 
arrival I handed him back the statement, proposing to leave Mr. Som- 
erville and this committee to test the question as to whether it is proper 
or not to use this statement. I deemed my word pledged not to use 
that statement without his consent, and of course could not do so. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Is that all you have to say as your statement ? — A. That is all, I 
believe, that I have to say. 

Q. Did you examine the contents of this bag ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was in it ? — A. Papers that were in the safe. They took 
everything that was in the safe, except a little iron drawer or box that 
is inside of the safe, that contains some of Judge Fisher's papers ; 
nothing of any consequence. They did not open that, I suppose, be- 
cause they had not time. It is an iron box inside of the safe. The 
drawers were all open and rifled. 

Q. There was nothing in this bag except the contents of the safe ? — 
A. Ko, sir. 

Q. What was the character of the bag? — A. It is a leather-bag, [de- 
scribing.] There was a bag that belonged to Judge Fisher a good deal 
like it in the office 5 whether it was his or not I do not know, I don't 
know whether it was a bag found in our office or not; but it can be 
readily ascertained. I believe my man Jim said that he missed a bag ; 
but it is too good and new a bag, 1 think, for his. 

Q. Do you think these men took a bag in there when they went in? — 
A. I didn't see any. I have no doubt that, during those three trips, 
they were carrying in their utensils. It turns out that some of the uten- 
sils had been stolen the same night from Matthew G. Emery's, down on 
C street. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q, Where were the tools found ; were they left in the room ? — A. Yes, 
sir; they are all down at police headquarters. 

Q. You say you suppose they did not open this interior safe, because 
of the want of time; what time of the night was that ? — A. It was about 
3 o'clock ; there was a loud explosion ; I only suppose that they did 
not ojVen it on that account. 

Q. Was there any movement made by any one after the explosion — 
anything to alarm them ? — A. Well we were all startled ; yes, sir; I be- 
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lieve the window in Mr. Bradley's house was thrown up, and some heads 
were put out. 

Q. That was after the explosion ? — A. Yes, sir; there was nothing to 
put them on their guard that I knew of. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. This was an iron safe within the safe? — A. Yes, sir; a little iron 
box. 

Q. And locked? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Describe the safe. — A. It is an American steam-safe. 

Q. What is the character of the lock of that safe f — A. It is a combi- 
nation-lock; it has three bolts; they first knocked off the combination, 
which is in the middle of the safe. 

^Q. Did they do that with a chisel? — A. I don't know that; the han- 
dle that turns the lock back had been knocked off, and a hole made 
there, (it was right into the bolts,) and powder put in there; the door 
came out, of course, at the explosion ; the wall just alongside is all 
smirched with powder, and the partition between my front and back 
office was knocked completely down, falling over on the stove, ten feet 
away ; a wooden partition. 

Q. Why was not the other man followed as well as the man with the 
bag ? — A, I don't know ; we intended to follow both. At the time we 
started, I said to Shepherd, ^' Tom, run around the corner and tell them 
to come this way; that they are coming." Shepherd says he didn't go; 
I suppose he was excited ; I certainly was. 

Q. What explanation did this man make to you and Mr. Clarvoe of 
this transaction? — A. Well, if the committee deem that a proper thing 
for me to state, Clarvoe says to him this : " Here is Mr. Harrington ; will 
you talk with him?" He said he didn't know. I said to him, ''Any 
statement that you may make to me, I will say to you that I will not 
use it to your disadvantage." 

By Mr. Jewett : 

When was that? — A. That Suudav morniug when we attempted to 
talk. 

Q. No, but what statement did he make to you when he was ar- 
rested? — A. He didn't make any statement to meat that time. But 
the Snnday morning after that I went down to police headquarters, and 
he came in, and Clarvoe, I believe, asked him whether he had been to 
Alexander's before. He said he had, and he said that he was there by 
appointment. 1 did not place much reliance on it ; I do not place much 
reliance upon his testimony now. It may be for his interest to throw it 
oft' on somebody. My own theory about the case is, that these people 
have heard so much talk about books, they either thought the books were 
in my safe or else mistook the safe for that of Mr. Cook, the attorney 
for the District, and thought they would get some papers that they would 
either sell out or use them to blackmail. The whole theory upon which 
we were proceeding was to catchthe men at the bottom of it. I don't 
know whether 1 took any papers out of the safe. I put some papers in 
there. I wanted to see what they were going to do with them. There 
were one or two classes of papers. My idea was, that if they went into 
the safe, they would look over my papers and pick those out that they 
wanted, and that would at once give me a clew. There are one or two 
cases pending of importance. I put in a book of evidence, and I put in 
a private book of William M. Evans ; also a book which Mr. John O. 
Evans had up here. I put his name on it. My idea was that if they 
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had, for instance, taken this book uf John O. Evans, I should have sus- 
pected at once that they went there to get this book. If they had taken 
the book of evidence, I should have suspected at once the motive to take 
that, and also the same thing in regard to the will. That was my idea; 
but instead of that the thieves took everything that was there, and le^ 
me, of course, without that clew. 

^ By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Then you had before night put papers in there with a view of de- 
tecting the person? — A. Certainly, sir 5 Mr. Evans was there, aud three 
or four other people. 

Q. When he asked for the street, and where F street was, did he ask 
for any house? — A. No, sir. O, 1 think that, after he went up F street 
and rang the bell, he came down to the corner and asked if Mr. Alexand* 
lived there. 

Q. Now, did he ask if Mr. Alexander was there — did he give the 
name? — A. I think he did. I am not sure about that. I think he said 
either Columbus or Alexander. 

Q. Was not the question asked him, who he was looking for, by the 
policeman ? — A. I don't think it was. It may have been, but I don't 
recollect it. He came down after he had rung the bell, and said : " Does 
Alexander live there? '' or " Columbus.'' But whether he was told who 
lived there, I don't recollect. Major Kichards and myself were at that 
corner, and I think Clarvoe was there. I think the question was ad- 
dressed to us. Probably the other gentlemen will recollect precisely 
what was said. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. What is your theory of this robbery ? — A. Well, sir, I have three 
theories. First, I thought that some of the memorialists wanted 
papers. I have no faith in that; I don't think they were fools enough. 
In the first place, I don't see how they could have used them if they had 
got them ; and, in the second place, Mr. Alexander is too shrewd a man 
and has too much sense. My second theory is that Alexander knew 
that there were some papers to be gotten, in some way, and he permit- 
ted the thing to run along in the hoi)e that it would not reflect very much 
credit upon the District government. Third, as I said before, I think 
that these men may have heard so much talk about papers that they 
thought they could find some papers that would be of value to some^ 
body and sell them, or else papers that would serve as blackmail upon 
somebody ; and that theory is substantiated b.t what I have since heard 
of facts communicated the Ways and Means Committee, that a burglary 
was contemplated upon some Government safe weeks before. Then, 
again, as I said before, there are other persons who might be interested 
in getting papers. I think that those men went there to get papers, as 
I say, to sell out to somebody or to blackmail somebody, and when they 
came out they found they were followed. They saw that, and they 
either went up there to throw it off on Mr. Alexander or to hide them- 
selves. I said to the officers that night, "There is no evidence in the 
world to inculpate this man ;" and nothing would have been said about 
it, but for the reason, as I said before, that it was at once seized upon 
and a systematic effort made to lodge the onus of that crime upon me. 
That is what I felt so keenly. I did not care so much about it in this 
community, where I have lived, and where I have been its prosecuting 
officer for four.years, but that it should be telegraphed abroad, to the 
New York papers, that I would be so great a fool, not to say knave, as 
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to cloud all my past life and ruiii all my prospects in future for a thing 
that would not have done me one earthly bit qf good. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Who was the second man? — A. I don't know. The prisoner says 
a man by the name of Butler approached him, and got him to come here 
and do it. 

Q. Who was the man who was with him T — A. I don't know. 

Q. Did he not give you the name? — A. No, sir. I would not recog- 
nize him if I saw him. Major Eichardg says he can describe him ac- 
curately. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Have you tried to get him ? — A. Yes, sir; I am after him now. I 
told this attorney, '* If you will put me on the track where I can get 
this man Butler, or the man who was with him, I will use the maft in 
jail as a witness," for I felt that the whole matter rested in a cloud of 
calumny. 

Q. Where is Mr. Somerville now ? — A. He was in my office this morn- 
ing. I telegraphed him yesterday, and asked him if he could not be 
here by morning. He replied, and came on. 

Q. Did you tell him that we would be likely to want him ? — A. I told 
him I thought probably you would. He seemed to have a disinclination 
to my saying what that statement is ; I gave it back to him. I am dis- 
incHned to give it, for the reason that it is the statement of a man who 
is interested, as he thinks, to make a particular statement, and, it seems 
to me, to throw dirt upon people. It implicates Mr. Alexander ; I have 
no hesitation in saying that ; but I do not believe the facts warrant or 
justify it. The man I want to get is Butler. 

Q. Have you heard anything further in reference to this anonymous 
letter ? — A. Nothing further, sir. I think that letter ought to be traced 
np. It is utterly impossible to do it now ; this whole thing has been so 
spread abroad that probably any thief or burglar or any man who got 
that up would be hiding himself. My only hope was to send a detect- 
ive to the St. Nicholas Hotel and ascertain whether on or about that 
date any of these men were seen about there. These detectives know 
these men. For instance, if a detective would say that " on or about 
that day I saw such and such a notorious man," we might have been 
able to trace th9,t down 5 but that is a pretty slim chance. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. How many times have you seen this man Benton ! — A. Twice, I 
think. 

Q. When did you see him first.? — A. I saw him first at police head- 
quarters. 

Q. You had an interview with him and he made a statement to you ? — 
A. No; that statement he made to Mr. Clarvoe and me. 

Q. What was that ? — A. Precisely what I have told you. That is all 
he said. 

Q. How happened he to make that 5 who asked him ? — A. I think Mr. 
Clarvoe. I think he inquired whether anybody had been there to go 
his bail ; that was at police headquarters. 

Q. He asked Clarvoe that question ? — A. Yes, sir ; we keep prison- 
ers at police headquarters until they are committed by the police court, 
and then we send them to jail. 

Q. What did Clarvoe say to that ?— A. Ho told him, " No." 
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Q. Did he say anything as to whom he expected ! — A. I don't think 
he did. He didn't tell me. 

Q. Did you make any inquiry as to who his associates were ? — A. I 
did ; I asked him, " Who was with you F He said, '^ j^fobody." I saw 
he was disposed to lie. I saw him again in jail. 

Q. When was that ? — A. Two or three days afterward. I said, '• Tell 
me who was with yon." He said, " There was nobody." 

Q. What did you say then? — A. I did not say anything further. That 
was the simple question I put to him. I wanted to get the man who 
was with him. 

Q. But you would not stop there ? — A. Yes ; that was the end of it. 
I may have asked him before where he came from — a few questions. 
I believe I asked him where he was from, and he said that he was from 
Kew York ; and asked him when he came to town. He said Wednes- 
day night. Then i)robably I followed it up by saying, " Who came with 
youf" He said, •'Nobody." "Who was with you that night?" He 
said, " INobody." I knew he was lying, and gave him up as a hard 
case, knowing that he would not talk to me. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. What kind of a man is he? — A. About 33 or 34 years old. He is 
about six feet tall. He is a stout, powerful man. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. When you went to see your safe at the oflSce in the morning, what 
did you find there j what tools were used ? — A. There was a fuse 5 some 
wedges. 

Q. Did you save that fuse? — A. O yes; everything is at police head- 
quarters. Also a big sledge-hammer ; it was a wonder to me how he 
got it in there. He had stolen that from Mr. Emery that same night. 
Mr. Emery afterward recognized it. These wedges were not taken 
from there 5 but there were some stone-cutter's instruments. 

Q. How many wedges were there ? — A. Half a dozen. They were 
nice wedges, made of fine steel. About that many ; I did not examine 
them. 

Q. How much fuse did you find ? — A. There was a fuse probably four 
feet long left. It is wrapped up in a box. 

Q. What sort of box ; with anybody's trade-mark or card ? — A. l^o. 
It is an ordinary pasteboard box. 

Q. What else did you find ? — A. There were two cans of powder, or 
two powder-cans, one about half full, and the other with some in it. 

Q. Pound-cans? — A. No; I don't think they were. 

Q. How large? — A. About that large, [indicating.] They may have 
been pound-cans. 

Q. One of them empty? — A. I don't think it was completely empty. 
I did not shake it or examine it carefully. 

Q. Was there any trademark on the can? — A. I didn't notice it with 
any degxee of scrutiny. 

Q. Where were those cans of powder? — A. Clarvoe will tell you. 
After the excitement of the evening, I was quite sick, and went directly 
home. I did not get up next morning until late, and in the mean time 
Clarvoe and the officers had taken everything. They will tell you about 
it better than I can. 

Q. Who did make a search of the office ? — A. Mr. Clarvoe. He had 
charge of it, at least. They will be able to give you information on that 
point. I went in there that night as I passed home, and I saw my car- 
pet all cut up and against the back window, the door blown to pieces, 
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the partition knocked clown, and everything in confusion. They also 
bursted open ray desk. 

Q. Is this a single-door or double-door safe? — A. A single-door. 

Q. Xot a very large safe, then f — A. About that high, [indicating.] 

Q. With a knob that turns after your combination is set? — A. Yes, 
8ir ; it turns the bolt back. 

Q. You say that, as you discover by looking at the safe, what there is 
left of it, the combination was knocked off and then the knob also? — 
A. Yes, sir, and the powder put into the knob. 

Q. When you first saw these two persons go into th# house did you 
observe anything about them ; how they were dressed? — A. We were 
across the street and I could not observe. One was a tall man and the 
other was a man of smaller stature, not so high. 

Q. You observed no satchel? — A. No. 

Q. No bundle?— A. No. 

Q. No sledge-hammer? — A. Nothing of that kind. The wonder to 
me is, how they got that in there. Clarvoe can explain it ; he says he 
knows how they did it. 

Q. When did you see the satchel afterward ? — A. At the headquarters. 

Q. You must have seen it on the same night of the arrest? — A. O, 
yes; I helped carry it back, but it was very dark that night. 

Q. Have you sought in any way to ascertain the identity of this 
satchel? — A. NO, I have not.^ The officers have sought: not myself 
directly. 

Q. You do not know and you have no idea where the satchel came 
from? — A. No; but the officers are at work at that. I have no 
knowledge of where it came from. 

Q. What was done with regard to stationing men around at the rear 
of the building ? — A. There were three men put there. I had had a man 
down there prior to that. 

Q. What was there about that? What had you done with reference 
to stationing anybody at the rear ? — A. I had told Mr. Williams's brother 
to watch at that alley if anybody went out. I did not think they could 
go out the back way for this reason, that there is a large, fierce dog in 
the yard, and in going down they would have to go down through the 
Dutchman's place ; there is a lager-beer saloon, and they sleep right 
back. They would have had to go by the man's Avindow ; the dog was 
there; there was a high fence. I didn't think there was much danger 
of their going out there. 

Q. Did I understand you to say at that time you were impressed 
with the conviction that some persons were stealing your papers in order 
to blackmail you? — A. No, sir; I had no definite idea except this: 
that whoever went there must go there to get papers. I could not con- 
ceive how they would go there to get money. 

Q. That could not have been the extent of your theory ; why, then, 
did you ask Mr. Eichards to wait and trace these men to some locality, 
unless you were impressed with the theory that some i)articular person 
or persons had sent them ? — A. I had no particular persons in my mind. 
As I say, before the course of this examination had led me — for a mo- 
ment I suspected that these memorialists might have something to do 
with it. I had two or three theories, but I knew that wherever they 
went we could follow them, they must reach some destination, but I 
had no particular theory in my mind at all. 

Q. What was contained in the satchel in fact ; what else besides the 
accumulation of papers ? — A. I think there were thirteen or fourteen 
silver spoons. That is the only thing 1 think of any value at all, and 
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the only thing that was in the safe of any vahie. They were some of 
Joshua's silver spoons; I didn't know that they were there. 

Q. You say your desk was rifled; was anything taken from that? — 
A. Not that I know of. The things were pulled out and they lay there 
in a heap. There was nothing in my desk but letters. 

Q. That inner safe, 1 suppose, is one of those ordinary inner safes 
such as you are accustomed to see in a safe ; a thin iron door f — A. Yes, 
sir ; a key-hole, and under that there were two drawers. Judge Fisher 
used the upper one, I used the second, and Evans used the third. 

Q. In that thfire was no difficulty in inserting powder? — A. None at 
all. They could have opened it very easily. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. One blow of a chisel would have opened it ? — A. O, yes ; I think 
one blow of that sledge-hammer would have knocked it all to pieces. 
There was a query in my mind why they did not get into that. They 
could have smashed it, of course. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Were there any personal effects in this bag ; anything pertaining 
to the parties ? — A. Nothing except the implements. 

Q. You say some of the implements were in it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What ones? — A. I think these wedges were in it. 

Q. Anything else? — A. No, sir; I have not examined the bag at all. 

Q. Was there powder in it? — A. No, sir; I think the powder was 
around on the floor. I did not examine the bag then ; I have not exam- 
ined it yet. 

Q. Was there any clothing, or anything pertaining to the man, in- 
side ? — A. I think not. Mr. Olarvoe made a very thorough examination 
of the bag. 

Q. You did not examine it ? — A. I did not. 

Q. You cannot say, then ? — A. No, sir; but I do not think there was, 
simply from what he stated to me. 

Q. How was the door communicating with the street fastened ? — A. It 
was not fastened. 

Q. Simply drawn to ? — A. No, sir ; it was left open. We leave it open 
all the time. 

Q. There is a hall ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The door that communicates with the street was open, you say ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Entirely open ? — A. Yes, sir; entirely open. ^ 

Q. Then that went into an entry- way ? — A. It stepped right into an 
entry. 

Q. How was the door communicating with the entry fastened ? — A. 
It was locked with the dead-latch. They, burst it open, evidently by- 
throwing weight against the door, and broke this, [indicating.] That is 
the door going from the entry into my office. They did not knock the 
screws out, but they broke it out. 

Q. That was burst open, then ?—A. Evidently, by force. 

Q. By breaking off the catch ? — A. Yes, sir; the same lock is on there. 
It answered to a key like that. 

Q. What time of night did you see the first entrance of these unknown 
parties ? — A. Do you mean when Major Kichards and myself were in the 
office? 

Q.-Yes. — A. I think that must have been about half past eight or 
quarter to nine. It seemed very long to us, for we were sitting there 
waiting. 
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Q. And the second entry, about the time they went to work to strike 
up a light ? — A. That was about half past eleven, 1 think — eleven or 
half past eleven. 

Q. What was the weight of the sledge? — A. Well, I should think it 
weighed twelve pounds. They have still got it there. 

Q. Was there any other hammer ? — A. 1 think there were other ham- 
mers. 

Q. How long were they engaged after they struck up this light, after 
the second entry, before they went out *? — A. 1 think it was about 
12 o'clock when they went in the second time, and it was about 3 o'clock 
when we arrested this prisoner. 

Q. They must have been over two hours in the office ? — A. Yes, sir ; 
they were there fully that. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do any of these people know this man Benton ? Have they tracecl 
him in any way as a thief? — A. His counsel told me he was a burglar. 
He said he was counsel for him in some difficulty about fifteen months 
ago. I did not want to press counsel too far, and therefore 'did not 
ioquire further. 

Q. What sort of a man is Somerville 1 Does he seem to be a lawyer ? — 
A. Yes, sir; he is a man of good expression and impression, and talks 
like an attorney. He says he is a lawyer, and talks something like a 
lawyer. He impressed me as a cool headed man. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. How did you reach him at Kew York? — A. By telegraph at his 
office. He left his card. His office is on Chambers street. I think he 
told me that he practiced law with old Judge Stewart, during his life. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know whether he is an Englishman ? — A. I do not, sir. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did Mr. Richards take any steps, when he found he had lost one 
of these men, to capture him and not let him get off? — A. I do not 
know ; I think he did. 1 think the mistake occurred here : First, I 
think we both shadowed the same man ; we, because he was nearest to us ; 
and Clarvoe, because he had the papers. Then the second mistake was, 
in Thomas Shepherd not going around and notifying the other parties 
at once. He was excited ; all of us who were not professionals were, 
somewhat ; I was. 

Q. But after you found that you had lost the second man, have you 
not such a police system here that you can watch railroad-trains and 
capture a burglar that you and the chief of police know is in town ? — 
A. I suppose the officers went to the depot. We have a pretty good 
police system ; 1 think as fine a one as there is in the country. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did this man Benton say who employed him in New York 'to come 
here!— A. He says, a man by the name of Butler. 

Q. Did he give you his address or place where he could be found I — 
A. He has his statement, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Was there any attempt made to find this other man that got 
away!— A. Yes, sir; Mr. Clarvoe has charge of it. He is following 
itnp. 
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Q. But I mean that night! — A. I think so. As I tell youj after it was 
over. I went directly home. 

Q. When these men came oat of the front door of that bailding after 
that explosion, which way did they go ? — A. Diagonally across. 

Q. Diverging to the west or east? — ^A. They went toward the west. 

Q. Who was with you at that time ; who was in your immediate com- 
pany? — A. I think Mr. liichards, Mr. Shepherd, and myself were 
together. 

Q. Where were you ? — A. We were over opposite to my door. 

Q. How close did those men come to you when they came out ? — A. 
Twenty or thirty feet. 

Q. They Avalked right close up to you, did they not? — A. No, sir; I 
think they made just about as straight a line as they could right across 
to the corner. 
• Q. They were not far from you f-^-A. O, no. 

Q. Where did they separate ? — A. That I do not know. I did not 
see them separate. As I tell you, I got confused, for I had followed for 
a square Mr. Clarvoe, thinking that he was the man, and when he got 
under a light, or up there somewhere, when I got nearer to him I saw 
at once that it was Chief Clarvoe. Then I looked down and saw a 
person with a bundle, and 1 commenced following him. I cannot say 
where they separated. 

Q. How many of you followed these men ? — A. I think there were 
live there. 

Q. Yourself and the chief of police, Mr. Eichards, Mr. Clarvoe, Mr. 
Williams, and who else? — A. And Mr. Shepherd. Mr. Shepherd hardly 
followed. He followed along, I think, behind, just to see what was 
coming of it. 

Q. How close were you to this man as you were following along the 
street ? — A. I do not think at any time 1 was nearer than forty feet. 
As I say, we crossed over at Ninth and G. Then we were within 
twenty feet, and the fellow stopped. 

Q. What I want to get at is this : I want to trace them from the time 
they came across that street at the front door past you. You immedi- 
ately started along after them? — A. Yes, sir; after they got to the 
corner. That is fifty feet, I should think, from where we were. 

Q. Did the distance between you and these men diminish or increase, 
or did you keep shadowing them ? — A. We tried to keep just about the 
same distance. I know once or twice I said — I don't know whether I 
said it to Shepherd, I think it was to Major Eichards — " Don't get too 
close on him " — or, " we are doing so " — or, " he will suspect us." But I 
became convinced when he spoke that he knew he was followed. 

Q. You kept on following, then, within thirty, forty, or fifty feet? — A. 
I did. 

Q. Where were the other men all the while ? — A. I could not give you 
their positions at all. I was looking for one thing 

Q. Were you not walking along together? — A. I think Eichards and 
I were together most all the time. I think Clarvoe was on the other 
side of the street. Where Mr. Williams was I don't know. 

Q. You kept shadowing him along until finally he stopped and asked 
where F street was ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Who responded to that inquiry? — A. I do not know whether 
Eichards or I did. 

Q. Was there any diflficulty in his knowing that you were following 
along after him? — A. I think, from the time he stopped to inquire, he 
knew he was followed. 
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Q. But prior to that time 5 on what street was he when he made the 
inquiry? — A. Ninth and Q. 

Q. He must have gone, then, several squares? — A. Yes, sir; whether 
he knew it before that I do not know. 

Q. You were close upon him? — A. But it was a very dark night, you 
must remember. You could not distinguish any man at fifty yards. 

Q. But you could see men? — A. Yes, sir; you could see a figure. 
From the time that he started he may have seen that he was watched ; 
but I became convinced the moment he askea that question, and I think 
I said to Richards, "This fellow is a very bold man or else he knows he 
is watched." 

Q. The two men walked together for some distance? — A. They walked 
together to the corner. 

Q. To what corner? — A. To the corner of Fifth street, diagonally 
across. . 

Q. That is, the corner of Fifth and the avenue? — A. [No, sir; Fifth 
and Louisiana avenue. 

Q. There you ceased to see one of them? — A. I missed them both. 

Q. Where did you see the other one then ? — A. I never saw the man 
who was captured until I got up on E street. I followed Clarvoe, as 1 
say, thinking he was the man, until I got up to him. If I had been 
stopped right there and asked to testify, I would have sworn that that 
man came out of the office. 

Q. When you got to Ninth and G this man stopped. Did you go up 
to him? — A. No, sir; 1 do not know whether he walked toward us or 
we toward him. 1 think we kept right on walking. 

Q. How close were you to him when he made that inquiry of you ? — 
A. He must have been as near as Senator Stewart. Nearer than that, 
probably. 

Q. Then at Ninth and G you came together? — A. Virtually, yes. 

Q. So close that he spoke to you? — A. Yes. 

Q. And he inquired where F street was? — A. Yes. 

Q. Who answered ? — A. I do not know whether Richards or I did. I 
may have done it or he. 

Q. Where were Williams and Clarvoe at that time? — A. They were 
on the other side of the street. I am very sure that neither of those 
gentlemen were there when the question was put. It was put to Rich- 
ards and myself. 

Q. Then one or the other of you directed him to F street? — A. "Just 
below ; the street was in sight.'' 

Q. You told him whe^e it was? — A. Yes, sir; I do not remember the 
answer. Either he or I made it, but the answer must have been, neces- 
sarily, "Just below there." 

Q. Did you go in advance or follow him? — A. We followed him. 

Q. How close did you keep to him?— A. We kept within twenty or 
twenty-five feet. He was farther ahead of us than the length of this 
room. 

Q. When he got to F street, then what direction did he go in? — A. He 
went up F street. 

Q. You still going along with him ? — A. Following him. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. How far did you say you were from him? — A. The length of this 
room. 

Q. Three or four men walking behind him? — A. I think Mr. Clarvoe 
still kept on the other side of the street. 
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Q. Two of you walking behind him ? — A. Yes ; Richards and I. 
Q. He could not help knowing that you were following him ? — A. He 
could not have helped knowing it. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Then, when he got to Alexanders house, he walked right up there 
and rang the bell ! — A. Yes. 

Q. And you were close to him ? — A. We were at the corner; that is, 
three or four doors. It mflst have been fifty or sixty feet. 

Q. Did you hear the bell ring ? — A. No; I heard the bell ring down 
stairs. 

Q. Did you see him ring the bell when he rang it in front *? —A. I 
think I saw him do it. I did not hear the bell then, but I heard distinctly 
the bell ring down stairs. It was a drum-bell. 

Q. Before he rang the bell down stairs and after he rang it up stairs, 
did you speak to him again ? — A. I think after he went on the steps and 
left that bundle, he walked down to the corner. 

Q. Where you were standing? — A. Ko, we were up in a doorway. 

Q. Where? — A. Up in the drug-store. 

Q. Did he go down close to where you were? — A. Yes, sir; and made 
the inquiry that I have stated, if Mr. Alexander lived there, or Mr. Co- 
lumbus, one or the other. 

Q. How close was he to you then? — A. He must have been ten feet. 

Q. Was this the expression he used, '*Does Columbus,'' and then hes- 
itated as though not knowing how to finish the name ; and did you then 
respond, saying, "Columbus Alexander?" and he said "Yes?" — A. I 
do not think I did ; I may have done so. I have no recollection of it. 

Q. But did he make an inquiry ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With a view to ascertaining who lived at that place where he had 
been ringing the bell? — A. Yes. 

Q. Was he informed at that place that Mr. Columbus Alexander did 
live there f — A. I think he was ; but whether he mentioned the name, 
or whether he said " Alexander," or '^ Columbus," or '' Columbus Alex- 
ander," and the answer was " Yes," or whether he stumbled and said 
*' Columbus" and I said "Alexander," I do not know. I do not think I 
did. I do not recollect it. I know as we sat there Kichards made this 
remark, " This looks bad for Alexander," and I made the remark, " I do 
not think so at all, because if there is anything in this, this man would 
not have come here." My conviction was then, as it is now, that from 
the time he crossed the corner, he knew he was watched, and certainly 
from the time he spoke to us he knew he was shadowed, and I then 
thought that, if there had been anything between him and anybody else, 
he never would have gone to that place, and I thought he had heard of 
these matters and was trying to throw it off. 

Q. Then, after he rang the bell up on the stoop, or platform, or what- 
ever it was, he came back to the corner where you and Eichards were. 
Had Clarvoe and Williams come up to where you were by this time? — 
A. I think Clarvoe was on the opposite side of the street, and Williams 
too, I think. But where Williams was I do not know positively. 

Q. He came down to where you and Eichards were, at all events, and 
there he made this inquiry and got his response ? — A. Yes. 

Q. He got information there from somebody that Columbus Alexan- 
der did live in that house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then he went back there, and what did he do? — A. Then he went 
down into the area. 

Q. Did he go and get his bundle ?— A. I do not think he did. 
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Q. He left his bundle lying!— A. He may have taken it down. 

Q. He went down and rang the bell! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, How close were you then ! — A. I was still at the corner. The only 
time I moved was when I went over and asked Clarvoe, and told him 
lie had better nab the man. 

Q. You went across the street to say that ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Clarvoe make the arrest ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where was Mr. Eichards! — A. He was near there. 

Q. Had Mr. Eichards gone away from where you were! — A. No, I left 
Richards and went across to Clarvoe, to consult with him as to whether 
he had not better take him. Clarvoe said he thought he had, and I 
think he went right over then and went right down. 

Q. Why did not Mr. Eichards go and make the arrest ! — A. I suppose^ 
he preferred his chief of detectives to do that. I do not know why. 

Q. Did Mr. Eichards direct you to go and get Clarvoe! — A. No,. 
sir; I went across and asked Clarvoe what he thought about it, and I 
may have gone back to Eichards and suggested, *' Don't you think we 
had bettter take him !" or he may have done so. Whether Clarvoe or I 
suggested it, I do not know, but at any rate I went back after talking 
to Eichards, and told Clarvoe he had better take him. He was down in 
this area when he was taken. We had all come up when we took him. 

Q. Did he make any attempt to run ! — A. No, sir. In the first place, 
he could not get out of the area. Clarvoe went right in. We were 
around. Clarvoe put the handcuffs on him, felt him, and took his pistol 
from him, and he handed it to me, and the other gentlemen took the 
bundle, and marched him down to headquarters. 

Q. Where was the bundle! — A. I did not get that. Whoever picked 
it up will be able to tell you. 

Q. Did he have the bundle in his hand when he was taken ! — A. I 
do not know ; he was down in the area, and I was about where the 
curbstone was. That was the entrance into the basement, steps going 
down. 

Q. And it was down in there that he was arrested ! — A. Yes, sir ; he 
was arrested down there. 

Q. Who else did you see that night when you were watching for 
him ! — A. There was a gentleman from the Bank of Washington. 

Q. What is his name ! — A. Mr. Ivey came by. 

Q. How long did he stay there ! — A. I think he came just as the ex- 
plosion took place ; as it took place we started from where we were. 
He stepped back and pulled a pistol and said, " What do you want V^ 
He thought we were going to trouble him. 1 recognized him, and said, 
'* Damn it, don't shoot ; don't you know me at the bank !" He says, 
" How are you DickF He was a good deal excited and would not keep 
quiet and kept laughing, until finally Eichards took him by the arm. 
He was making so much noise we thought the people inside would know 
we were there. I went up to Eichards and said, *' Major, let him go, I 
know him." I told him to go home. He said, "No 5 I will stick by 
you." I told him he would do more harm than good and had better go 
home. I understood he did go home. 

Q. Did you call on him at the bank the next day ! — A. No, sir 5 1 went 
down to the bank and ^aw him there, but I did not call on him. He 
said next morning — I think he came from behind the bank — "Har- 
rington, do not get my name mixed up in this." He was a bank officer 
and did not want his name mentioned in connection with it. 

Q. Did you make any suggestion to him that he had better say noth- 
ing about this? — A. O, no; I may have said to him, "If you do not 
2 S B 
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want your name to come out, yon had better say nothing about it;" but 
I never made any suggestion to him that he should not say anything 
about it at any proper time. He said to me, '* Harrington, I do not 
want my name to come out." I said, " The best thing you can do is to 
say nothing about it." I think Shepherd told Dr. Young, and Dr. 
Young told some others, and they went down to the bank and joked Ivey. 
They thought they had a good joke oi;i him, from the fact that he was 
excited and pulled his pistol. I do not know how the professionals 
were ; it was the first time I had watched a burglar, and I was some- 
what excited, I will say. 

Q. Did Eichards want to make the arrest when you heard this party 
hammering on your safe? — A. Yes, sir. Mr. Eichards said, "Had we 
not better go in?" I said, "IN^o; this man has gone on so far, my 
judgment is to wait." If I had the light I have now I should have ar- 
rested him ; but in the light I had then I should probably advised the 
same course. I have been told that that was the same course agreed on 
by the Government officials in the Treasury Department. They were 
going to let them rob their safe and catch them afterward, and see who 
put them up to it. 

Q. After the explosion, did Eichards want to go and make the arrest 
then ? — A. I do not remember ; I do not think he did. He may ; I do 
not think he did. There would have been no use in the world then to 
have done it ; the safe was blown. The only remark he made I remem- 
ber was, " There goes your safe, Harrington." 

Q. Where are those papers? — A. The book of William M. EVansI 
gave back to him. I gave the book to John O. Evans, who was here, 
and the private papers that were in my pocket-book which was lying 
there, I have at my office. They are undisturbed. I think an obliga- 
tion, not a Government bond, is probably at the office, and the rest are 
all at police headquarters. 1 took my private papers out. 

Q. Has this safe been examined by an expert since it was blown ?— 
A. Not that I know of. The day afterward we telegraphed to General 
Tyler, the agent of the safe company, to come over and see what he 
<5ould do with it. He took the door away with him ; a detective came 
in while I was in my office the other day and asked me if I had a rule. 
I said yes, and he commenced measuring the size of the room. I had 
heard it asserted on the streets that the safe never was blown open, but 
it was pretty well blown. There were a hundred people who saw the 
safe in the morning. 

Q. I simply wanted to know whether an expert had examined it since. 
— A. I suppose the maker of the safe examined it. General Tyler, liv- 
ing in Baltimore, saw it. 

Q. The door has been taken over to Baltimore ? — A. Yes, feir ; he is 
trying to fix it. 

Q. Was it burst on the outside only or burst both ways ? — A. What 
do you mean ? 

Q. It was a thick door. Was the door itself shattered ? — A. ISTo, not 
the outside plating. The inside plating and all inside was completely 
shattered. 

Q. Then the door really had been burst inward ? — A. !N^o, sir ; out- 
wafd. The powder went in 5 there was a heavy wall, and the rebound, 
of course, drove the door out. They blew the lock completely off. 

Q. There is an inner and outer plating of that door? — A. Yes. 

Q. Which of the platings was blown ? — A. The inner plating. 

Q. So that the powder, I presume, must have gone inward ?— A. No; 
we can find on the safe now marks of powder, but the most of the dirt 
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made was made on the wall. There is a wooden door between the outer 
door and the safe proper, keeping the dampness oat. That was burst 
by the explosion. That door is there still. 

Q. What was the weight of the tools that these parties left there ? — 
A. Kone of them were very weighty, except this sledge-hammer. 

Q. Were they bulky ? — A. No ; not very bulky. 

Q. Did they have any crow-bars or bars of any kind *? — A. I think 
they had one jimmy about two feet long. 

Q. What other tools did you find there! — A. I think there was a 
hammer and two or three other things ; but I did not examine the tools 
minutely. They are all in the custody of the oflBcers. Probably the 
most satisfactory way would be to have them brought up here. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. Was the door thrown from the hinges? — A. I do not think it was; 
butthe hinges themselves — the iron back of the hinges — have been ripped 
open by the force of the explosion. You can see that ; both the lower 
and upper hinges. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Was any direction given by you, or by any person, with reference 
to which one of these individuals should be followed ! — A. Not that I 
know of; not that I recollect. 

Q. Was any direction given by you, or suggestion made by you to Mr. 
Richards, that he should follow the man having the carpet bag or sack, 
and let the other go? — A. No. I may have said to him, '^Keep a 
special eye on the man who comes out with anything in his hand ;" but 
I never told him, of course, to let the other man go. 

Q. Have you any recollection yourself with reference to giving any 
such statement? — A. 1 do not have any such recollection. 1 may have 
said to the officers, "Keep a special eye on the man.'' 

Q. O, if it is a mere guess on your part it is liable to confuse us, un- 
less you have some recollection about it. — A. I have no recollection 
about it. 

Q. Either before or after the burglary? — ^A. I have no recollection 
about it. 

Q. Next morning were there any steps taken, or did you have any 
consultation, with reference to the arrest of Mr. Alexander ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Was any suggestion made by you, or did you have any conversa- 
tion on that subject ? — A. No, sir. 

Q, At no time after this burglary ? — A. No, sir ; the only time I con- 
nected Mr. Alexander's name with this was to say to Richards, "The 
fact that this man is found here is no evidence at all f but, on the con- 
trary, to my mind it was evidence that he could not have been ; and it 
never was thought of to arrest Mr. Alexander. The case has gone 
along like others. It was submitted by me, with other cases, to. the 
grand jury. They summoned witnesses, but during the whole investi- 
gation I thought it my duty never to speak to them in regard to this 
case. They summoned such witnesses as they wanted, and Mr. Alex- 
ander requested certain witnesses of his to be sent for, and we did so. 

Q. How was entrance obtained? — A. By breaking the door; it is a 
fine rosewood door. It is the former residence of Mayor Wallach. It 
has a fastening like that, [indicating.] The door is so stout that they 
did not knock the screws out, but I think they broke this part. 

Q. By a blow or pressure against that door? — A. Yes, pushing it in. 
It opens on the inside. 
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Q. When you went out with Mr. Eichards, anticipating a burglary, 
you did not close the outer door behind you, but left that open?— A. 
Yes. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. How long a time intervened after the explosion until these burg- 
lars emerged from the building? — A. 1 think about ten minutes. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you get any books from John O. Evans, and put them in that 
safe 1 — A. I have just stated that I had one of his books there. Two, 
perhaps ; the books that were here. 

Q. When did you get them ? — A. On Thursday. 

Q. The day of the occurrence ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you get them for the purpose of putting them in that safe?— 
A. I did. 

Q. Where did you get those books from f — A. From Mr. Evans. 

Q. At his house ? — A. No ; he gave them to me. 

Q. You communicated that fact to him, that you wanted them for the 
purpose of being put in the safe I — A. Yes. 

Q, Did you state to Mr. Eichards, or anybody else, that parties had 
followed you from Mr. Evans's house one night ? — A. I stated this, that 
from the earliest part of this investigation we had no doubt that we had 
been shadowed. I know that one night, when Mr. Evans's books were 
first called for, I was up at the club about 12 o'clock, and I said to him, 
" I would like to see your books." He says, " They are all right.'^ Hal- 
lett Kilbourn and myself went down and we looked at them, and they 
were all right. It seems that after I went home that night Evans had 
some little difficulty with a man, who afterward turned out to be, or 
was supposed to be, crazy, and, I believe, he tried to get into his office 
and was arrested and taken to police headquarters. 

Q. The question is, whether you were followed from Mr. Evans's 
house, or so stated ? — A. I do not know that I stated that. I told the 
Major, in going over the whole thing, that I thought from the beginniDg 
that there had been a system of espionage upon us. 

Q. What time in the day did you first see Mr. Eichards in regard to 
this matter ? — A. I think I met Major Eichards the first time I spoke to 
him about it on Wednesday morning, going down Sixth street, and said 
to him, " Major, I want to see you," and the matter passed on until the 
next day, and, I think, it was about 4 o'clock when I went there and 
had the telegram sent to his house. I saw him about 7 o'clock that 
evening. 

Q. Was Mr. George Miller of your party ? — A. He was back in the 
alley, I have been told. 

Q. He was not with you when you were following this man ? — A. No, 
sir 5 I do not. think he was. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Was this anonymous letter the first intimation you had about the 
probability of your ofiice being entered f — A. I had heard, as everybody 
had here connected with police circles, about the contemplated robbery 
in relation to Sanborn papers. That put me on my guard. 

Q. Before this anonymous communication you had heard intimation 
about a safe likely to be broken open ! — A. I had seen it in the Kew 
York Graphic, and heard of an eff'ort to get papers from- a safe — sup- 
posed to be Sanborn papers. I think I saw that about a week before. 
I say 1 think I saw it in the Graphic. 
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. By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you desire that no one should have any connection with this 
matter other than yourself, Mr. Richards, and Mr. Clarvoe ? — A. I do 
not recollect. At what time do you mean ? 

Q. When you first communicated to Mr. Richards the fact that you 
desired to have this thing looked after. — A. I do not remember. I do 
not remember all the details of our conversation. It was in the library 
-at my house. We had a conversation for three-quarters of an hour 
about it. 

Q. Where were you when you told Mr. Richards that you desired him 
to follow the man who had the satchel? — A. I do not remember saying 
that to Mr. Richards. 

Q. Did you say anything of that kind to him in substance 1 — A. I 
may have said, *' Keep your eye on the man with the bundle,'' or some- 
thing like that. 1 do not remember it, though. I may have said it 
and 1 may not. I do not recollect it. I had no particular reason to say 
it, except that, as I say, my idea was to see where these papers were 
^oing. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Williams has been acting as the attor- 
Dey of this man who is in jail ? — A. Mr. Williams came to me and said 
that this prisoner had sent for him. He came and asked my advice 
about it. He told me that he had been to see Mr. Phillips. My advice 
was that he might be a witness in this case, and he had better not act 
as counsel, and he told me that he declined to act as the prisoner's 
attorney. Somebody in jail, I think recommended him ; but when he 
went over he simply said to him, '* Sir, I must decline to act as your 
attorney." 

Q. Have you been in company with this man who was in jail since 
his arrest ? — A. I have stated that I have seen him twice. 

Q. Have you ridden with him in a carriage since his arrest ? — A. O, 
no. I think the only time that he has been out of confinement was 
when one of the officers took him over to take his picture to adorn the 
Rogue's Gallery. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Madge? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have a conversation with him on this subject ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. When was that ? — A. The Sunday after the occurrence, about one 
o'clock, a servant came down to my house and said Governor Shepherd 
wanted to see me, and I went up to see him, and we went up to the Arling- 
lion House and Colonel Howe and Mr. Madge were there. Mr. Madge then 
detailed to the governor and myself what he had learned about this 
matter. He told me then somebody had reported that there was a safe 
to be broken open 5 that it had been sent to him through the secretary, 
and told me what that information was. That was the substance of the 
conversation. 

Q. Was anything said there about the arrest of Mr. Alexander? — A. I 
think not. 

Q. Was not that subject talked about in the presence of Mr. Madge? — 
A. I do not think it was. It never entered my mind. I think I am too 
fair a man to take any steps of that character without evidence upon 
which to predicate it. 

Q. Was there any intention to arrest Mr. Alexander that night ? — A. 
Not the slightest. 

Q. If he had come to the door ! — A. No. In the first place I did not 
Jtnow the man was going to Alexander's. If he had come to the door I 
•do not think the officers would have arrested him ; certainly they had 
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BO such instructions. In the next place, if we wanted Alexander we 
knew we could get him at any time. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Was there any light at his house that night at all, or any person 
up ! — A. It was dark. 

Q. Kobody was aroused, then, by the ringing of the bell ? — A. It was 
all dark there. 

Q. There was no evidence of their being disturbed ? — A. I did not 
see any. One statement I desire to make to the committee before this 
proceeds further. I omitted to state one circumstance in this case that 
had a good deal of influence upon my mind in forming my judgment in 
connection with the question that was put by Mr. Wilson as to whether 
we had been watched or not. In the early part of the investigation a 
man went to Colonel Magruder and handed him the following letter, 
which purports to come from A. B. Cornell, the surveyor of the port of 
l^ew York : 

New York City, March 27, 1874. 

Bear Sir: UnderatandiDg that one Patrick CuUinaDe has of late made slanderons 
statemeDts in relation to your character, I send the bearer, Mr. Harry Adams, who is 
thoroughly conversant with the man, and who, should you desire it, can place you in 
possession of indisputable facts, showing that the memorialists (so called) are ^* a ring 
within a ring." 

With regards, &c., I am yours, respectfully, 

A. B. CORNELL. 

Col. James A. Magruder. 

Colonel Magruder sent for me and handed the letter to me, and I read 
it. I was not acquainted with Mr. Cornell's handwriting. He made a 
statement to the effect that he would furnish the District authorities 
with proof that Cullinane's testimony had been paid for by the counsel 
for the memorialists in the shape of a check drawn by Mr. Corcoran 
upon Drexel & Co., of Third street, Philadelphia. The moment I heard 
it, of course, I knew it was untrue. I told him to come back next day, 
and I would arrange to get those papers. He said he could not come 
the next day, but would come the following Wednesday. I said that 
would do. L walked up into the committee-room and called Judge Mer- 
rick out and stated the case to him, that a man had come here making 
representations that seemed to involve him and Mr. Corcoran, and other 
men j that it was evidently a " put up job,^ that none of us believed it, 
and asked him to join me in arresting the man, if he should put in an 
appearance again. In the mean time we telegraphed to Mr. Cornell, in 
Colonel Magruder's name, and ascertained it was a forgery. Mr. Mer- 
rick told me that a letter had been brought to him purporting to come 
jfrom Oakey Hall, introducing him to Mr. Merrick, and the man had 
made statements to him that he could turn up important papers that 
could reflect upon our integrity ; so that you may see from the begin- 
ning we have been laboring with men attempting to make money out of 
both sides. I thought I ought to call that to the attention of the com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. As to that note, it was among your papers ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it was in this and carried away t — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What kind of a note was it? — A. In the custody of Mr. Evans to 
collect it. The owner was Jacob F. Cake. There was also a certificate 
of stock — 500 shares of Lehigh stock. There were one or two notes 
drawn in my favor. 
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Q. To what amount?— A. Probably $200 to $250. 

Q. Who were the makers of them ? — A. I have forgotten that. I do 
not think they are collectible. They are notes given to me as counsel- 
fees. I have never made any attempt to collect them. I think that, 
under the ruling of our court, there is no question but that this would 
be held to be burglary. 

Q. Have the grand jury passed M)n this case yet ? — A. They have in- 
dicted the prisoner for burglary and grand larceny. We have drawn 
up an indictment. Judge Fisher drew it, with five or six counts. 

Q. Is the other man joined with him by a fictitious name ? — A. No, 
sir ; my idea was to get the evidence ready and present it to the next 
grand jury. 

Q. So that the indictment is simply against this one man ? — A. Yes, sir ; 
the grand jury took it up from the jail docket, and the case of the other 
party will go to the next grand jury, which meets in three or four 
weeks. 

Q. Why did you not present the other case to the grand jury so that 
you can get a process I — A. We have a remedy at any moment. We 
can go before a United States commissioner or police court and get out 
a warrant upon which we can arrest him. We are waiting to know 
where he is 5 we are afraid if we took a step toward sending his case to 
the grand jury it would put him on his guard. The moment it was pro- 
duced in court it would be known that there was an indictment. A 
Maryland statute provides that no man shall have an indictment pre- 
ferred against him without a previous presentment. Under our practice 
really every criminal has about twenty-four hours' notice of the fact 
that he is going to be under indictment. We tried to take pains to 
keep presentments secret. 

By Mr. BASS : 
Q. Suppose you should have information, for instance, that this man 
was in some State — Pennsylvania, or Vermont, or New York — what steps 
would you take to secure him here ? — A. I should go before a United 
States commissioner and make aflSdavit of complaint ; then go to the 
State or Territory in which the prisoner might be, andhave him arrested, 
and, under the judiciary act, take him before a United States commis- 
sioner, and have him returned to this District. That is the mode of pro- 
cedure. In fact that is the only way in which we can arrest a prisoner. 
No requisition lies in the District. The President has no authority to 
issue a requisition upon a governor of a State, and the only remedy is 
to go before a United States commissioner, as I have stated. 

Major A. C. Kichards sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. You are holding what office here ! — Answer. Superintendent 
of the Metropolitan Police torce. 

Q. Do you know anything with reference to the burglary at Mr. Har- 
rington's office! — A. I do. 

Q. State what you know about it from the beginning to the end. — A. 
On the 22d day of last month, meeting Mr. Harrington casually on the 
street, he said to me that he desired to speak with me or confer with 
me— I think that was the language he used — in regard to a matter of 
some importance or quite important, but had not the time then. He 
said he would call in the afternoon, but did not call, for the reason which 
he explained afterward, that another engagement had prevented him 
from doing so. On the 23d, the following day, on arriving at my office 
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about 6 o'clock in the evening, I was informed that Mr. Harrington had 
just left, and had left a request there that I might come to his house, 
that he wished to see me on matters of great importance. He had also 
telegraphed, or the police telegraphed, to my house to the same effect — 
a telegram which I received afterward. Upon going to his house, and 
finding him home about 7 o'clock — not finding him the first time I went 
— he stated the matter which he wished to see me in regard to — in the 
first place, stating that he had information which led him to believe 
that the safe in his oflftce was going to be robbed or rifled. He also ex- 
hibited an anonymous letter written in a disguised hand, setting forth 
the same facts; that there was danger of such a matter. We then 
talked over the manner in which we should proceed in regard to it, he 
stating that his safe was in a condition that nothing could be taken from 
it;, in fact that there was nothing in it of any value that he cared any- 
thing about, and he believed that this was a burglary or robbery which 
was procured by some person or persons, and that he desired more to 
ascertain who were the outside parties, the parties not immediately con- 
nected with the robbery or with whom they should connect immediately 
after the robbery, than to prevent the robbery. In fact, he wanted the 
robbery to go on, and then follow them to see with .whom they con- 
nected immediately afterward. Of course at that time I did not think 
there was anything in it, but a mere anonymous letter to annoy Mr. 
Harrington more than anybody else ; but I told him it might be worth 
while to watch it and see what came of it. We made arrangements to 
do so. In the first place, I intended to send after some of my oflftcers and 
put them on guard, but Mr. Harrington desired to have himself, myself^ 
and Mr. Olarvoe, the chief of the detectives, attend to it exclusively. 
He did not wish to have any publicity in regard to it if it was not neces- 
sary, and nothing came of it; and it was arranged between us that Mr. 
Harrington and myself were to take position in his office in a secluded 
spot, a small room, and Mr. Clarvoe was to watch the outside and see 
what took place there. 

About 8 o'clock we started from Mr. Harrington's house for his office, 
and about Third street and Pennsylvania avenue Mr. Clarvoe separated 
from lis, and we took another course and went to his ofiRce. We went 
into a small room about 8 o'clock, I think, or it might have been a few 
minutes afterward, and remained there, I suppose, secreted in the dark, 
for about one hour. I should think about 9 o'clock a person came into 
the hall and walked up the passage to the door of the little room in 
which we were secreted, and turned the knob of the door, or took hold 
of the knob. The door was either partially open or Mr. Harrington 
opened it, and he spoke and says, "Is that you, Billy?" and the person 
made a "ugh," said nothing, and turned and went out. I expressed 
some surprise at that, but Mr. Harrington went out and saw, or I sup- 
pose he saw — he said he saw — Billy Evans or William Evans, and then 
said that that was a colored man who had come in to see Josh, suppos- 
ing Josh was there in the room, that he had been informed that he was, 
&c. That matter passed. 

Q. This room in which you were secreted is where, in reference to the 
room in which the safe was ? — A. It is immediately back of it. There 
was a little window through which we could look, and we arranged so 
we could watch the oflBce-room and see the safe. It was a small room 
made from the passage. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Were you obliged to go into the main office before you could get 
to this door ! — ^A. No, sir ; I did not go into the main oflQce at all that 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 25 

night until after the burglary bad taken place. The small room led from 
the passage immediately in. As I said, probably half an hour from the 
time that this first person entered, another person entered and struck a 
match. I presume it was a match. I saw a flash reflected through the 
window of the little door. The person went out ; was not there any 
length of time. Then, at about 11 o'clock, a third person entered the 
passage, or some persons ; one at any rate. He came immediately to 
the same door that the first one did, took hold of the knob and turned it ; it 
was dark ; either Mr. Harrington partially opened the door, or the per- 
son did, and he said, I think in the same way, " Is that you, Billy F but 
no response was made at that time, I think. Then I said to Mr. Har- 
rington that there was no use for us to remain there longer; that if any- 
thing was to be done in the way of a burglary there that night, the 
parties had discovered that we were there, or some persons were in 
there, and would not undertake any burglary there of course, believing 
that these parties who came in under such suspicious circumstances 
were the parties who would commit the burglary if it was to be done. 
Mr. Harrington agreed with me that it was unnecessary to remain there 
longer, and we went out to Louisiana avenue, on the opposite side of the 
street, rapidly. We went in a hurry. That was not many minutes 
fi'om 11 o'clock. We walked around several streets, and through one or 
two alleys, around to Third street, and back on the opposite side of 
Louisiana avenue, opposite his oflQce, and took a position behind a bill- 
board, a little in the shade, where 1 saw as I passed a person watching 
that oflSce. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. How is that ? — A. As we approached the bill-board, I sajv a person 
in the shade, looking directly across to the office ; a person whom I saw 
distinctly in the moonlight, and, I think, whom I should recognize if I 
should ever see him again. As we approached him or came near him — 
perhaps we passed — he walked directly across to the office. We took 
the position that he left, in the shade of the bill-board. He walked 
across Louisiana avenue, then walked up as far as Four-and-a-half street, 
or farther, and disappeared. Probably we had been in that position that 
be had formerly occupied ten, or may be fifteen, minutes, before two 
persons came from the direction of Four-and-a-half street, walked up to 
the office, turned and walked deliberately in. As they entered the i'ront 
door, they closed it behind them. 

Q. Have you recognized one of these men as the one you saw I — A. 
From the shape of the man, as I saw him across the street afterward, he 
seemed to be the man who left the position we were then occupying. 
They went in and closed the front door behind them. It had been left 
open, as it usually is, I believe. They had been in but a minute or two, 
or two or three minutes, before we heard a crash inside, which we inter- 
preted to be the bursting of an inner door leading into the office. Soon 
after that crash, some person came to the front windows, and raised 
thorn up and closed in the blinds of the two windows, and everything 
became quiet in a few minutes. After waiting there a little while we 
walked across, and took a position right in front of the office, on the 
pavement. There we could hear sounds of iron filing, heaving iron or 
something of the kind. That convinced me that the men were at work 
on the safe ; that they really meant business there. I suggested to Mr. 
Harrington at that time that we had better not wait for these men to 
come out before we arrested them 5 they were evidently burglars, and 
knew what they were about; but he thought differently, and so the matter 
went on. 
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. By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. State what passed and what was said between you and Mr. Har- 
rington at that time. Give the conversation as it occurred. — A. The 
substance of the conversation was this: I said to him that these men 
were probably expert burglars ; I was convinced that they were, and if 
we waited for them to come out the chances were that one or both of 
them might escape in the darkness of the night. It was getting between 
eleven and twelve, and I thought the safest way would be to go in 
there and capture them at that time. He stated differently ; that he 
cared very little about what they might take out of the safe or office. 
He wanted them followed, and wanted to know with whom they would 
connect after they came out. I acquiesced in his proposition. We 
waited and watched there until, I suppose, about one o'clock. At this 
time, however, I ought to state that I inquired of Mr. Harrington 
whether an effort had been made to protect the rear of the office. Be- 
fore then, I did not suppose there would be anything of it. He said 
something about an old man who was sleeping below, and a dog there, 
who would probably prevent any person from escaping from the rear; 
but not satisfied with that, I went down to my office, and took the only 
man there capable of doing anything, the operator of the telegraph, and 
placed him in the rear, and afterward, thinking that he was alone, I 
went around and told him to find a couple of men on the street, and go 
and bring them there, and I would watch until he returned. He did so, 
and found three of the detectives, Miller, Sargent, and McElfresh. They 
came, and I stationed them there, with orders if the parties came oat to 
follow them, and send word to let us know, so that we might follow them 
also. I went back and visited these men two or three times, perhaps, while 
we were waiting, and we were watching there until about one o'clock. 
I should think within a very few minutes either before or after one, as 
we were watching, we heard a loud explosion, and the rattling of glass 
and the falling of boards in the building, &c. We knew then that they 
had blown the safe open. I again told Mr. Harrington that these were 
desperate men, and we had better not allow them to come out before we 
arrested them, and used the same argument as before, that the night 
was dark and the moon was getting low. There was no gas at that 
time. The moon, I think, was in the first quarter, somewhat advanced. 
It was getting quite dark. He still, however, wished to ascertain 
with whom these people were connected, being satisfied, as he said, that 
somebody had got them to put up this job and rob his office, and be 
thought it was more important to know who those parties were. Inas- 
much as it was his office and safe, I acquiesced again, and we watched 
then for about half an hour. I should think about half past one o'clock 
they came out. They \^alked deliberately out of the front door, across 
Louisiana avenue, to the corner of Fifth and Louisiana avenue. Mr. 
Harrington and myself, when they came out, being nearly opposite the 
office, as they approached Fifth street we naturally moved down in that 
direction. We got down to the east corner of Fifth and Louisiana ave- 
nue, or the northeast corner, and were very near it when they reached 
the opposite corner. I saw them separate. One went down or up D 
street, and the other up Fifth street. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Could they see you ? — A. O, they must have seen us. I do not say 

the}'^ did. They did not look around or back. There were five or six of 

us following. I should have stated before that Mr. Harrington, during 

this arrangement and our preliminary arrangement at his own house. 
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had stated that he wanted these persons follow ed, and particularly the 
man who might go out, if they should do so, with a bundle or anything 
that he might be bringing out of the office. That is the man he wanted 
followed particularly. A man did come out. One of the men had a 
bundle, or satchel, a« it proved to be afterward. Our eyes naturally 
fell upon him. I kept my eyes on him. He was the one who started up 
Fifth street. I naturally followed him, on the opposite side — Mr. Har- 
rington being with me. We had to follow him very closely, keeping 
almost upon him, within a few yards of him, as the night was dark. 

Q. Did any one go in pursuit of the other man who was with him ? — 
A. No, sir ; I supposed that Clarvoe and the man with him would have 
done so, as they were nearer to that man, but, as it turned out, they were 
governed by the same motives that we were in watching the man with 
the bag. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Did you follow this man stealthily or with a bold step, as though 
you were simply walking on the street ? — A. In our usual step ; in fact 
we could not do otherwise the way we were situated, and there were so 
many of us. He went up Fifth as far as E, and across E to the north 
side ; I think he crossed between the streets diagonally, and went as far 
as Seventh, to the west side df Seventh street, the post-office corner, and 
walked up that side of the street as far as G, turned and walked down 
6 to Ninth, wo following closely all the time, some on one side and some 
of us nearly got up to him ; we almost surrounded him as close as we 
are now, some of the time, I think. At the corner of Ninth and G^ 
apparently having lost his way, he stopped and walked a few steps 
back toward us, and came right up fronting and facing me. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Had you your uniforms on? — A. No, sir 5 there was no one there 
with uniform. As he approached me, he says : *' Can you tell me where 
F street is!'' 

The Chairman. In that loud voice I — A. Yes, sir ; I responded and 
said : " F street is the next corner below." I passed on in advance of 
him a little ways, but walked slowly and he repassed me, when I said, 
"F street.'' I think one or two others made a similar response almost 
simultaneously. He repassed us and two or three kept in advance of 
him ; two went up on the south side and one went up the north side 
in advance ; Mr. Harrington and myself followed in the rear ; we fol- 
lowed him up F street as far as house No. 1007, 1 think, as I examined 
it afterward to know what the number was. He went up the stei)s 
and rang the bell ; he rang it some time — a number of times, so loudly 
that we could hear it on the street from the position we were at comer 
of Tenth and F, where we were somewhat secreted. He rang some 
time, came down the front steps, walked up and down, and finally 
walked up to the comer and asked the parties standing there if we knew 
who lived there. No response was given, or an evasive response that they 
did not know, and then he asked, " Is not there a man who lives here 
somewhere by the name of Columbus something ?" And then I think 
Mr. Harrington replied, " Do you mean Columbus Alexander f He 
said, " That is the name, I think 5 I think that is the man that I want 
to find." Says he, " Yes, he lives in that house," pointing to the house* 
He seemed satisfied and went back, and I believe he went up the front- 
door steps and rang the bell again 5 at any rate, he went around and 
went down under the front steps afterward and rang the basement-door 
bell, and we could hear that ring also; it had a different sound from the 
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other. I heard him ring several times ; finally he became quiet. I said 
then to those who were there, that I was afraid the man had slipped off 
and we had lost this one, too. Finally I told Mr. Harrington we had 
better find out where he was and arrest this one at any rate. He went 
across and found Clarvoe on the other side, and presently Clarvoe and 
myself approached the house. Clarvoe went down to the basement. I 
followed him, and we found the fellow standing there. Some words 
passed between him and Clarvoe, asking why he was there, and that it 
was a suspicious circumstance ; and he said that he was there to see the 
gentleman who lived there, or something to that efTect, and had an ap- 
pointment there, but could not get in ; and Clarvoe told him that he 
wanted him to go with him ; if he wanted lodgings that he would famish 
him with lodgings, or something to that effect, and looking around he 
struck his foot against this satchel. Clarvoe asked this man what he 
had there. He said it was a bundle or satchel, or something of the kind, 
that belonged there. Clarvoe picked it up. ^' O," said he, '* don't bring 
that away ; leave it here ; it belongs here.'' I then went up and took 
the satchel from Clarvoe, and he marched him down to headquarters and 
locked him up for the night. I went afterward to the office and found 
that the door of the safe was completely shattered. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. On the way down to the station-house did you have any further 
talk with this man 1 — A. I did not pass a word with* the man myself. 

Q. Did the detective pump him ? — A. There was some conversation, 
which I did not hear, following in the rear, Clarvoe made this remark 
once on the way; he said : " Our friend here is somewhat nervous. He 
wants some brandy." That is the only conversation I heard between 
them. I did not pass any words with him at all at any time, and I have 
not done so. We went to the office, as I said, and found that the safe- 
door was completely shattered by the explosion of gunpowder; the in- 
ner doors had been separated, the two offices were blown down, the 
windows were broken, and the center of the carpet had been torn up 
and thrown over the windows to darken them ; and other damage was 
done to quite an extent. 

By Mr. Jev^hbtt : 
Q. Was the partition between the rooms broken out, or merely the 
•doors? — A. The doors, I think. The partition was a studded partition 
with quite large folding-doors. I think both were blown over. I think 
one of them fell across the stove, in which there was a slow fire. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. What had become of Mr. Harrington ; where did you separate 
from him ? — A. He came back to the office with us, to headquarters. 
We got back to the office about three o'clock in the morning. We went 
to his office. 

Q. Did he go to his office with you ? — A. He did. 

Q. When you arrested the prisoner did he go with you down to head- 
•quarters^ — in company with you ? — A. He was with the party ; yes, sir. I 
presume he was all the way. He must have been. Coming back, at 
the corner of 7th and E streets, with Mr. Tom Shepherd, who was there 
and who happened to be there, I went up and searched at the corner of 
F, or near the corner of F and 7th, for the reason that as the party 
passed there I heard him throw something I supposed to be iron ; we 
went and searched, to see what that was. The party went on to the 
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ofiSce. When we got there we found them there. We found nothiag iu 
the search. 

Q. After leaving the office and locking the prisoner up you went 
immediately to Mr. Harrington's oflSce ? — A. Very soon afterward. 

Q. What implements and tools dirt you find there? — A. A lot of small 
wedges— several wooden wedges, if I remember rightly. 

Q. How many wedges ! — A. I could not form an estimate. I think 
maybe ten or a dozen. I did not pay particular attention. I did not 
go there until late in the morning again. There was a very large sledge- 
hammer ; I shonld think it would have weighed ten or a dozen pounds. 
There were several jimmies, some of them quite long. Some of them 
appeared to be well made, and others roughly manufactured. 

Q. Professional jimmies If — A. Yes, sir. I think there were three cans 
of Dupont's rifle-powder, one of which was empty and the others par- 
tially empty.* 

Q. Where was the powder lying! — A. What there was of it was in 
the can. 

Q. But where, near the safe? — A. Yes, sir ; in the same room in the 
neighborhood of the safe. 

Q. Lying around loose ? — A. Yes, sir, sitting there ; evidently left ; 
also some old clothes. There may have been some other articles. I 
don't remember what other articles there were now. 

Q. How did those things get in there ? Do you think they were car- 
ried in there by the party ? — A. My opinion now is, and it is only an 
opinion, that those three visits were for the purpose of depositing those 
articles in the hall during the night. 

Q. Preliminary! — A. Preliminary. Still I heard nothing. I did not 
hear them place anything down in the hall, and I heard no sound of any- 
thing. That is what 1 would suppose at the present time. 

Q. You think there were too many of them to have been carried, 
except by those men as they came back ! — A. I think that was the ob- 
je(^t of their visits. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Then in two of those visits they knew that you were there ! The 
first two visits they were accosted by Mr. Harrington ! — A. The first 
and third they were. The second visit there was nothing passed be- 
tween us. 

Q. But two of the three they were accosted by you! — A. Yes, sir. 
The second one they were not accosted. The first visit they came to 
the door and were accosted and went out. The second visit they struck 
a light, a flash of a match, and went out without any words passing at 
all ; they did not approach very near the door. The third visit they 
came to the door, and Mr. Harrington said, ^'Is that you, Billy!" and he 
went out there without making any reply. 

Q. Then Mr. Harrington went to the door and came across a man 
named Evans! — A. No, sir^ that was the first time. I suppose he 
did. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. He came back and reported to you that he had seen Billy ! — A^ 
Yes, sir; the colored man had come in the first time to see Josh, the 
colored man who sleeps in the building. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. In this hiding-place, in which you were, you could see the front 
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door? — A. No, sir; Mr. Harrington, though, took a position where he 
could see the door. 

Q. Were you not in a position where you could see the door f — A. 
]Sro, sir ; not the front door. Mr. Harrington most of the time opened 
the door into the passage. 

Q. No, I mean after you went out and were on the other side ? — ^A. 
O, yes ; we were nearly all the time where we could see the front 
door. 

Q. This man who was there, whose place you took, could see you 
come ? — A. Yes, sir ; he must have seen us. It could not have been 
otherwise. 

Q. Then when you took this place, he went down the street? — A. 
He walked directly across in the same direction we took to come. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Did he see you ? — A. He must have seen us. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. He must have seen you, and he walked straight across to the 
office ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But he did not go in immediately! — A. No, sir; he disappeared 
around Four-and-a-half street, and was gone a few minutes. 

Q. And then he, with another, came back ? — A. I believe it to be the 
same man. They went in. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did he come down in the direction of your headquarters ? — A. At 
no time. 

Q. When he went around Fourth and-a-half street! — A. No, sir; our 
headquarters are nearer Sixth street. 

Q. Did you not believe at the time that the man who was concealed 
where you subsequently concealed yourself knew that you were there 
watching that door, and when he came back with his chum knew you 
were there ! — A. I believe that that man who was behind this bill-board, 
whose place we took, knew we were there, and if he was one of the men 
who went in, he must have known it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. He must have known that you were there! — A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Jevtett : 

Q. Now, then, with your experience as a detective ! — A. I am 

not a detective; I mean I am not a professional detective. 

Q. Well, with your experience, do you believe that an experienced 
burglar would perpetrate a burglarly under such circumstances ! — ^A. 
I do not. 

Q. Do you believe, as an oflcer, that that was a genuine burglary ! — 
A. I believe it was a procured burglary by some party. There is no 
doubt about that. 

Q. And the men who went in there knew that they were being 
watched at the time, and knew that they were to be detected ! — A. I 
think that they must have known that the parties were about there. 

Q. Now, if you have an opinion I wish you would state it, whether 
or not it is your opinion that Mr. Harrington knew anything about it. 
— A. Now, gentlemen, I expected that such a question as that might 
be asked me. I have purposely avoided forming an opinion in regard 
to it. I have no opinion based upon facts which would carry con- 
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victiou to a reasoDable — that is, a convincing conviction to a reasonable 
mind in regard to it. 

By thQ Chairman : 

Q. Did it occur to you at the time]while this was going on, or did it 
enter your mind that that was so probably? — A. O, such a thing 
flashed through my mind, thinking over the matter. 

Q. Thinking of what you were about f — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. You became suspicious? — A. I cannot say that I was suspicious that 
3Ir. Harrington procured that thing at that time. I cannot say that I 
was. I became suspicious that the thing was pre-arranged — the main 
thing that attracted my attention. I never heard of a burglar, or saw 
one before — I never heard of one where burglars went leaving no per- 
son on the outside to guard the outside of the building upon which they 
were operating. Here there was no one, or, if there were, they had de- 
serted their posts. 

By Mr. Je wett : 

Q. When these men came out of the door they came toward you f — 
A. Yes, sir ; a little diagonally, as we are here. 

Q. As they stepped out, you stepped out from your concealment ? — 
A. Very soon afterward. They got half way across the kvenue. 

Q. Must they not have seen you the moment they stepped out ! — A. 
Or very soon afterward. They must have known they were followed. 
0, 1 should state here, that night, it seems to me, there were an un- 
nsual number of persons passing, mostly coming up Louisiana avenue, 
and mostly colored persons, men and women. I should judge, from the 
dress of the women, that there had been a ball down the street. There 
were a great many people. I presume, while we were watching, a hun- 
dred persons passed after 11 o'clock up that street. 

Q. Was there any possibility that the moment you stepped out those 
men could have doubted but that you were on their track! — A. I should 
Ihave had no doubt, had I been in their circumstances, that I was fol- 
lowed. 

Q. Can you imagine of an experienced, practical burglar who would 
have supposed for a moment that you were not on their track ? — A. I 
cannot. 

Q. Do you believe for a moment that any burglar, unless he expected 
and intended to be arrested, would have done as that man carrying the 
satchel would have done ? — A. I should suppose that he must have 
known that he was to be arrested, or would be, if the oflcersdid their 
duty. 

Q. Did he make the slightest effort to get away ! — A. He did not 
make the slightest effort. He could have gotten away if he wanted it, 
or taken the chances. If he had started to run, I had my revolver, and 
I would have shot at him. 

Q. Then you believe it was one grand farce? — A. No j I don't think it 
was a farce. 

By the Chaibman: 
Q. Did he appear surprised when Clarvoe stepped up to him and said 
to him, "Come with me f what was his appearance! — A. Well, he under- 
took to excuse himself for being there. It was very dark^ totally dark, 
where he was. We could not see anything from his manner, but he said 
that he was there by appointment or by agreement, and he was waiting 
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to have commanication with parties inside the house, or something to 
that effect, and expressed some disgust at the idea of being taken away 
to a station-house ; that he was there on legitimate business, or some- 
thing to that effect. H^ acted like a man who was accustomed to being 
arrested. 

Q. Did he have a pistol ? — A. We found one on him after taking him 
to the oflice ; no, I think Clarvoe searched him right there. 

Q. You found this satchel by him at^ the basement-door? — A. Yes, sir f 
I think standing at his feet. He was leaning against the wall. We 
looked through this satchel at the office, and there was quite a quantity 
of papers, a i)ress letter-book — private matters, I presume, from their 
appearance. I think two blank-books used as letters, with some entries, 
and a number of papers, were tumbled in there promiscuously — whole- 
sale. 

By Mr. Stew^art : 

Q. Anything else? — A. I don't remember anything else now. There 
may have been. 

Q. Any spoons ? — A. O, yes ; there was a bundle of silver spoons* 
We have those. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Was there any arrangement, in case you found out with whom this 
man acted, that you would arrest all the parties ? — A. Yes, sir. That 
arrangement or understanding took place at Mr. Harrington's private 
residence before we started. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. State fully what took place at that private interview. — A. During: 
that conversation Mr. Harrington expressed the idea, as I have said 
before, that he could not conceive that any person wanted to rob his 
safe for the purpose of obtaining any money or articles of intrinsic value ; 
believed that they thought there were papers in his safe which were of 
some importance, or something of that kind. He then said that he could 
not conceive of any person who would be likely to undertake a job of 
that kind, that is to have his safe rifled, except Columbus Alexander; 
and this is the reason which he assigned for that suspicion ; that he had 
either evidence or he had been told that Columbus Alexander had 
offered either one or two different persons a thousand dollars each to 
testify before the committiee in regard, I think he said, to Governor 
Shepherd ; that is to make certain testimony which would be trumped 
up, as I understood it ; to testify to such things as they might be direct- 
ed. He stated then if Columbus Alexander would undertake to procure 
testimony in that way, that he believed he would undertake to cause 
his safe to be rifled, or that he might have knowledge of it in some way 
that those parties would eventually act with it. The understanding 
was, if they should goto Columbus Alexander's house — that is, his desire 
was if they should go there — we should wait for the party to go in 5 be 
admitted. If admitted, we were to watch on the outside until the man 
came out. If he came out with the bundle, we were to follow him and 
see with whom he still further connected after that. If he came out 
without the bundle that he took in, we were then to arrest him, and 
then he desired us to go into Alexander's house and there arrest Alexan- 
der or whoever might be there in charge, on the charge of having stolea 
property in their possession, burglariously obtained. 

By Mr. Hubbell: 
Q. That was the understanding before you went? — A. Yes, sir. 
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B3' Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Are those spoons in any way marked! — A. I think tbere are marks 
upon them. I don't remember what they are. None of the initials of 
either Mr. Harrinjjton or Judge Fisher. I made inquiry and Mr. Har- 
rington did not seem to know ; he said he did not know that the spoons 
were in the safe ; and did not know, at the time, that they were there. 
I have learned since that they were deposited there for safe-keeping 
by some party. # 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. To come back to that interview once more. I understood you to 
say that he had a letter advising him that the safe was to be robbed and 
that he had other information. What other information besides the 
letter, if any, did he have ? — A. I did not intend to state — I don't think 
he said to me that he had other information. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Had you ever seen the man you arrested before ? — A. Not to my 
knowledge. 

Q. Have you any idea where he came from ? Do you know anything 
about him? — A. I have obtained an idea since. 

Q. What is it f — ^A. He hails from Troy, New York. I think that is his 
home 5 but he makes his headquarters frequently, when away from Troy, 
at some place on Broadway, New York. I have forgotten the name — 
Connolly or some such name, I am so informed. I telegraphed yester- 
day to the chief of police in Troy, New York, and obtained a dispatch in 
response. I telegraphed something to this effect ; " Do you know Wal- 
ter Brown, supposed to be a pickpocket ! If so, telegraph a description 
and his present whereabouts.'' The response came of Walter Brown, 
giving a pretty good description of the man that we arrested — " the 
last knowledge we had of him was that he was in New York City." 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Why did you telegraph for Walte Brown ? Was that his real 
name ? — A. I had been informed so. One of my men was told that his 
name was Walter Brown, and that he was from Troy, New York. 

By Mr. Stewart: 

Q. Is he a pickpocket by profession? — A. I should judge so, from 
the response that I got. The chief of police in Troy did not deny it. 

Q. What did he give his name here as ? — A. I think it was William 
Benton. 

Q. Have you talked with this man Brown ? — A. No, sir ; I have not 
passed a word with him. 

Q. Then you think that the man with him must have known that you 
were behind the bill-board ? — A. That man who crossed over and left 
the place that we took must have known that we were there in that 
neighborhood. He must have seen us come out. 

Q. You think that was the man you arrested ? — A. I think so ; that 
is a matter I cannot swear to. The shape of the man and all convinced 
me that that was one of the men who afterward went into the office 5 
but in that I may be in error, of course. It was in the night. 

Q. Who suggested going to the bill-board I — A. Neither one of ns. 
We came to it, and naturally stopped there. It was a natural place to 
go ; it was in the shade, and in a dark place. 

Q. This man saw you go there ? — ^A. We took it soon after he left it. 
He saw us passing. 
3 s B 
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By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How close did you go to that man who came out from the bill- 
board f — A. In passing him I went within six or seven feet of him, and 
took a good look at him, and he saw that I looked at him. He turned 
his face, and I looked him in the face. 

Q. How far had he gone from the bill-board before you met him in 
that way ? — A. He was there. He was standing there when I passed 
him, and I saw and took a look at hiivft We did not discover him until 
we got right upon him. It was in the shade. We were right at the 
billboard before he left. I looked at him, and he took a look at me. I 
walked on a little distance. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. He was standing there, looking where you came from f — A. liight 
across the street ; yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. Harringtou,. saw this man as well as you? — A. O, yes; I 
called his attention to it. I walked up within five or six feet of him. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. How far did you walk down ? — A. I should think we walked prob- 
ably ten or fifteen feet, and he started across. We came back then, and 
took the position that he left. 

Q. Did he look around ! — A. I don't think he did. The man that we 
followed did not look arour d at any time to my knowledge, nor this man 
did not look back. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. I say when you stopped, after he started across! — A. No, sir; he 
did not seem to look back at all. He went deliberately across the 
street. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. When these two men came out of the building, after the explosion, 
you say they took a little angular direction across the street toward 
Fifth street. How close did they come to you then ! — A. At that time 
they were probably not nearer than thirty yards until we followed them 
some distance up Fifth street, and then we fouud it necessary to follow 
closer or else we might lose them. 
Q. How many of you were there together ; who were in the party ? — 

3lf were immediately operating together. 
5f of the detectives, and Mr. Thomas Shep- 
ate he joined us, and I would like to ex- 
there. 

tate how close you were to this man. — A. 
yself followed from that point, and started 
mt with Shepherd to go to the rear and no- 
thatthey could join us; but in the excite- 
wed on. Then there was Clarvoe and A. 
It that time, who were operating together, 
tnew here. I think he left us, and was be- 
time being. 

A. Yes, sir; some on one side of Fifth 
other side, 
[iedly at any time? — A. No, sir; deliber- 

•ately along, as persons walk along the 
\. Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairman : 

Q. Were people passing and repassing then ? — A. iSTot in that direc- 
tion. We had taken off on another street; the passing and repassing 
that night was nearly all on Louisiana avenue. 

Q. Now please explain about Thomas Shepherd. — A. I wish to state 
in the first place that I am solely responsible for his being there, for the 
reason, that immediately after we took our position at that bill-board, 
where this man had left, Thomas Shepherd came walking up the north 
side of Louisiana avenue, and passed on without noticing anything, 
toward his home, as he lives in the direction in which he was walking. 
As he passed us I made the remark to Mr. Harrington, " There is Tom 
Shepherd;" and I says, "Let us stop him." Things began to look a 
little interesting then. Mr. Harrington did not call him, but I hallooed 
out "Tom," in a low tone, not to attract attention. He had got some 
feet in advance of me, and he did not hear. I called two or three times; • 
he walked off some thirty yards, and finally Harrington hallooed out 
"Tom," quite loudly. I spoke then and said, "Come back," "come 
here," or something like that. He turned and walked back to us. He 
came up and looked at us to see who we were, and finally recognized us ; 
so that I know that his presence there was purely accidental, or, at 
least, 1 am responsible for it, as I called him. 

Q. Was there anything said by any person after this man had been 
arrested, or about the time that he was arrested, to the effect that it 
had better be understood that he was arrested somewhere else than 
where he was? — A. There was such an understanding there after we 
brought him back to the office, when we separated for the night. 

Q. At whose suggestion wa^ that made! — A. I think Mr. Harring- 
ton's. That is, the understanding was that we were not to say that he 
was arrested at Columbus Alexander's house. It was to be given out 
that he was arrested somewhere upon some other party's steps. It was 
understood that we were not to give any names or indicate where he 
was arrested. 

Q. Did he give any reason for that? — A. That he did not wish to fix 
any suspicion upon Alexander, or something like that; indicating that 
it was a strange event, and would be looked into further. 

By the Chairman : 

Q Then he had changed his mind from the early interview in the 
evening, when he seemed to anticipate the arrest of Alexander? — A. 
Well, apparently, for the reason that what he suspected in regard to the 
man being admitted into the house was not realized. 

Q. Was there any response from the inside of the house in any way? — 
A. None whatever. I saw no light struck, and heard no noise, except 
the ringing of the bell from the outside. 

Q. The house looked perfectly dark ? — A. Perfectly, so far as I ob- 
served. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. When these men came out of the office together after the accom- 
plishment of the burglary, they came right across the open street, where 
they would be in view of any person ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Were you then near enough to those parties, so that you recog- 
nized one of these men as the man who had left the building ? — A. No, 
sir; I was thirty yards distant. 

Q. Describe, as nearly as you can, the second man. — A. He was just 
about the size of this gentleman, but with a smooth face, without 
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moustache, and as fine a looking man as you would meet, one in a thou- 
sand. He was well dressed and well attired. He was shaved, with the 
exception of a moustache. He had a large face, rather broad, pretty 
heavy eyebrows arching, dark hair, sharp and piercing eye, and withal 
looked like a determined man, of indomitable energy and pluck. It 
struck me so at the time, that he was well cut out for a desperate bur- 
glar. 

Q. You did not get him ? — A. !N^o, sir ; as soon as I saw him, I thought 
that was a desperate man, and he knew his business too. 

Q. He was the best dressed man of the two ? — A. Yes, sir ; I should 
think so. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Your idea was that he intended to slide away and let the carpet- 
bag fellow be arrested f — A. Probably, but of course, in our experience, 
we know that when men have committed anything like that they nevei* 
keep together any length of time. Either pickpockets or thieves, when 
they come out of a place, always separate if they think there is any pos- 
sibility of their being followed. 

l^y Mr. Stew^art: 
Q. Have you taken means to arrest the other man ? — A. We are try- 
ing to find out who he is. 

By ]VIr. Bass : 

Q. After this suggestion of Mr. Harrington at the preliminary inter- 
view, that if this man should go to Mr. Alexander's house and should 
enter and come out after leaving his bundle, was there any statement 
where he shoulclgo to, not having left his bundle ? — A. It was thought 
that he might go to some hotel, and I intended to shadow him there. 

Q. What other suggestions were made to you at this private inter- 
view with reference to the possibility of one of the men carrying a bun- 
dle and not the other ? — A. I do not think the contingency of either of 
them getting away was discussed at all. Mr. Harrington said-~ha\ing 
stated that in his safe were some packages put up in the form of a bun- 
dle which were calculated to deceive anybody, that is, lead them to 
believe that there were papers there of some value to some parties — one 
of the parties must necessarily take that bundle and co;ne out. That 
party he wished to have shadowed closely. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Did he seem to know that there were going to be two, or more than 
one? — A. Yes, sir; the conversation was carried on as if there would 
be one or more ; not two. No definite number was spoken of. 



By Mr. Bass : 



^larrington were secreted at this bill-board 
n had seen this burglar so openly enter this 
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up some of our time and attention. He was a man by the name of Ivey, 
I think, or some such name as that. 

Q. What was he doing there f — A. He was apparently on his way 
borne. He discovered us. We tried to avoid him. He insisted upon 
knowing what wewet*e about there, and I believe just as he came along 
the explosion took place and he heard it, and stopped and inquired of 
us what it was. 

Q. After the first call had been made at the scene of the burglary, if 
I understand you correctly, the knob of the door was turned and the 
door partially opened and Mr. Harrington said, '' Billy, is that you f '' — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then that person who turned the door walked out of the front 
door ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Mr. Harrington went out of this room ? — A. Soon after that ; 
I expressed some surprise for some minutes. 

Q. He went out of the room, and came back and reported to you that 
he had seen Billy, and that that was Billy ? — A. Yes, sir. I think, 
although I did not see it, from the conversation 1 heard, that he went 
into another office back, and from what 1 heard I think he had conver- 
sation there with Billy Evans. 

Q. Was that Billy, as you understand ? — A. Yes, sir; he came to our 
room afterward. 

By Mr. Stewart : , 
Q. He went away, then ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. If that was so, then the burglars, or the supposed burglars, only 
came there once before the actual burglary ? — A. Twice. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Evans, as I understood, reported that it was a colored man who 
had come to see Joshua ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was not Evans who came to the door, but this negro who came 
to see Josh! — A. Yes, sir; but after Mr, Harrington returned and 
reported that it was all right, and that this was a negro who came to 
see elosh — the colored man who ordinarily sleeps there, but who was 
away that night, and had been sent away — afterward, 1 think, he went. 
If I remember rightly, he connected with Evans again in his room, 
while he was waiting, and after that Evans came in and said something, 
took a coat or something from the room where we were, and went out. 
I saw no more of him that night. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Evans knew you were there ! — A. O, yes. 

Q. Did he send Evans off in any way I — A. I did not hear the con- 
versation, but I suppose he did. 

Q. Do you know who was with Evans in the other room where Evans 
was? — A. 1 think no other person. 

Q. He was in Judge Fisher's office ! — A. Yes, sir ; in the back office. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Who is Mr. Evans? What is his business? — A. He is either 
Judge Fisher's or Mr. Harrington's assistant, or a student, perhaps, in 
the office, assisting somewhat in the courts ; a very nice young man. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. What time was it when Evans went off? — A. I should think it 
was soon after ten o'clock. 
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Q. Was it before this match was struck, or afterward ? — A. My im- 
pression is that it was subsequent to the lighting of the match. I may 
be mistaken. It might have been before. 

Q. Did you regard, at the time, the lighting of that match as a sig- 
nificant thing?— ^ A. Not specially. * 

Q. Did Mr. Harrington ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How did you account lor that at the time! — A. I considered it as 
suspicious in view of the previous visit that we had ; but still, know- 
ing that that was a public building or office, and the passage was a 
common passage to the upper part of the building, I did not know but 
it might have been some person who was going up in the upper office. 

Q. You did not hear Mr. Harrington say to Evans, " You better go 
out and find Joshua, or he may come in on these burglars here while 
they are at work ?" — A. That was the understanding. There was such 
an understanding as that. Mr. Harrington had told me that Josh had 
been sent away, although, I should state before this, that this anony- 
mous letter stated that this burglary was to have been committed that 
night — the night in question now — or the previous night, of the 22d ; 
that on the night of the 22d he had had his office lit up, and had had 
Josh, the colored man, stay there to guard it; but this night he wished 
to see what would come of it, and for that purpose he had sent Josh 
away, and I understood that Billy Evans was to go and meet Josh, and 
something was said about the club-house. I understood that Josh was 
at the club-house, and Billy Evans had gcme up there. That was the 
understanding. I do not think he said that, however, in definite terms. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Nothing was said about Georgetown ? — A. No, sir ; not to my 
recollection. The understanding was, I will state, that after this thing 
was accomplished and we had secured these burglars and got them 
locked up, we had an invitation to go up to the club-house, and that 
there we would see Evans. I don't know as it was said — no ; there 
were no names mentioned as to who would be there. As I supposed, 
he wanted to take us up there and have a little something to eat. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. That is, after this job was finished ? — A. Y^es, sir ; but it took 
much longer, I presume, than was anticipated. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. Did he tell you who you were to meet there? — A. He did not;; 
only I understood we would see Billy and notify him that the thing was 
over, and he would be relieved from any duty that he was to perform 
outside. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. That is, that it would be over if there was anything done ! — A. 
Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Did the bolt to the room you were in fasten ? — A. No, sir; I think 
not. It did not lock, but the door fastened when shut. 

Q. Did Mr. Harrington hold that knob to prevent its being opened f— 
A. At the time the person approached it he had hold of it. 

Q. Did you hear anybody feeling their way along ? — A. I did. The 
first one felt his way along. From neither of the others did I hear any- 
thing. 
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By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. The understanding was that after these parties had been arrested 
and locked up, then you were to go to the club-house ! — A. That was 
the understanding. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that understanding arrived at — when did you first get 
that idea ? — A. That was late in the night, after we had all got together. 

Q. That was before the burglary was committed if — A. Yes, sir ; — 
well, now, let me see ; it might have been — it was some time after we 
had left his house. There was no understanding of that kind previously 
to bis leaving the house. Nothing of that kind was said. I made some 
inquiries in regard to where Billy Evans had gone, and asked about his 
€oniing back. I asked him some questions, and he said that he had 
gone to the club-house, if I recollect right, and that we would go up 
there after we got through with our night's work. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. What the judge wants to know is, was it while the burglary was 
^oing on, or before these two men had entered the door to commit the 
burglary f — A. I think it was afterward. Some two and a half hours 
elapsed, and Clarvoe met us, and Williams came up once or twice and 
we had conversation. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Do you know at what time the colored man had been sent to the 
club-house I — A. I do not. Mr. Harrington represented to me, when 
we entered the office, about 8 o'clock, that he had been sent there. I 
made some inqiuries as to who was in there. 

Q. That Josh had been sent away ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And afterward saw Evans there that night, and Evans was sent 
up to keep Josh from returning until this was over? — A. That is what 
I understood. I don't think Mr. Harrington said it in so many words, 
but that was an inference which I drew. Now, if you will allow me, in 
my rex)ort I stated, in regard to A. B. Williams, that after we were 
spoken to at the corner of Ninth — when this burglar spoke to us at the 
corner of Ninth and G streets, as I said, most of us passed him — he passed 
all of us, and he repassed all of us, except A. B. Williams and two 
others — 1 think, Clarvoe and Shepherd. Those three, if I am not mis- 
taken, kept in advance ; Clarvoe and Shepherd, as I think, although it 
was quite dark, passed diagonally across to the south side of F street — 
although I may be mistaken as to Clarvoe. If my sight served me, A. 
B. Williams turned around the corner of Ninth into F, and went up F by 
the north side, in advance of this burglar. That is my observation. 
I would not like to swear that A. B. Williams was in advance. At the 
time I had no doubt of it ; but there is a possibility that I was mistaken. 
But, even whether mistaken or not, I would not like to have that taken 
as a suspicious movement on the part of A. B. Williams, for the reasou 
that this man had already indicated the direction that he was going to 
take, and it would have been a much shrewder way of following him or 
ascertaining where he was going for a part of us to have kept ahead of 
him, than for all of us to wait and follow in his wake. 

Q. Did A. B. Williams keep in advance of him, or is it your impres- 
sion, uhtil the burglar came to Alexander's house? — A. I think he was 
in advance. I did not see Williams again after he turned into F street 
from Ninth, until after the arrest was made. I understood from a con- 
versation that he had taken a position on the corner, or near the corner, 
of Eleventh and F streets. 
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Q. What is Williams's business ? — A. He is a lawyer, a meJmber of the 
bar here. 

Q. Where does he keep his office ? — A. His office is in Fourth-and-ahalf 
street, between the Avenue and C street, I believe. 

•Q. Bo you know how he happeaed to be there that night ! — A. I do 
not. 

Q. What time of the night did you first see him ? — A. We saw him 
first soon after Mr. Harrington and I came out of his office, when I said 
to him that our presence there was known ; soon after 11 o'clock. 

Q. Where was it that you saw him I — A. He came across, if I re- 
member rightly, ftom the direction of Mr. Bradley's building, on the 
corner of Fourth-anda-half and D, or Louisiana avenue, toward where 
Mr. Harrington and myself were. I think he came across to us, if I re- 
member rightly. 

Q. Did he stay with you then ? — A. He was with us the balance of 
the night. 

Q. Did you make any explanation to him as to what you were do- 
ing f — A. I do not think I spoke to him during the night at all. At any 
rate, I did not until after we made the arrest and came to the office. I 
may have passed a word with him then. 

Q. Did Mr. Harrington make any statement to you in regard to having 
procured books of John O. Evans to be put in that safe! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Or other papers ? — ^A. This took place in regard to that, as I re- 
member now, and this conversation took place while at his house before 
we had commenced operations; he said that he was satisfied that 
every movement of his, particularly at night, was being watched by 
parties employed for that purpose. He named as an instance one night 
when himself, John O. Evans, and a third person, whom 1 don't remember 
now, were at John O. Evans's office looking over papers. When they 
came out of his office they saw a person who was evidently watching 
him. He thought from that circumstance that it was possible that they 
supposed that that night, whoever the party was watching, they had 
taken papers, and I think he said some papers were taken away 5 he 
did not say what they were or anything of the kind; he thought from 
that circumstance that those parties thought that he had got paipers 
from John O. Evans's office and put them in his safe, and I understood 
that it was supposed that those were the papers that the burglars 
wanted to obtain. 

Q. Did he say anything about having been followed from John O. 
Evans's house by anybody *? — A. I think he did. I think he said that he 
was satisfied that he had been followed that night and other nights. 

Q. Do you know whether A. B. Williams has been acting as the attor- 
ney of this man who is in jail f — A. T do not, only from hearsay. 

By Mr. Jewett: 
Q. What is the hearsay ? — A. I was told that he went over to the jail 
and saw him a day or two after he was arrested. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Harrington has seen this man in jail 
since his arrest? — A. I do not, and 1 do not think I have ever been 
told that he has visited him there. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Has the man been out of jail or taken to any place ? — A. Not that 
I am aware of. I do not think he has, although I have no knowledge* 
It might have been done a dozen times. 
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By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Who is the custodian of the jail who would kuow who had inter- 
views with this man and what had taken place ! — A. General Crocker 
could tell ; although he is not there, he knows who was in charge of the 
guard at certain hours. The man in charge of the guard at different 
hours would know. 

Q. Have you traced up the ownership of this satchel ? — A. I have 
not. It is a satchel of no value. 

Q. I mean as to where it came from? — A. We cannot get any clue. 
There is nothing about it to indicate. 

Q. Does Judge Fisher know it ! — A. There is no idea in regard to it. 
No person has acknowledged the ownership of it. 

Q. Nobody pretends to have lost it ? — A. Not that I have ever heard 
of. 

Q. Have you seen Fisher or other parties, to get knowledge of the 
burglary ! — A. No, sir ; Juge Fisher came into the office one day. 

Q. Have you sought to identify the fuse f — A. We have inquired, but 
there is none of the kind in this city. Some of the sledge-hammers and 
the stone-yard tools have l>een identified. They were taken from Mat- 
thew G. Emery's stone-yard, I believe. 

Q. Xhat same night *? — A. So I am informed. 

Q. But the jimmies and wedges, you have obtained no clue to, nor 
the powder ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How much was thereof that powder! — A. Three one-pound cans ; 
but I should judge about a pound and a half had been used that 
night. 

Q. Was it wasted on the floor ? — A. I didn't examine. The walls 
by the safe were black. 

Q. Did you look inside of the safe I — ^A. I didn't examine it closely. 
I saw there was a wooden screen inner door that was shattered some, if 
I remember rightly. 

Q. Were there any powder-marks on the inside of the safe? — \ I 
think not. I didn't notice any upon that inner door of wood stained 
with cherry. 

Q. The papers were back of the wooden door ? — A. I presume so. 
Yes, sir ; it they were in the safe, they must have been there. 

Q. What is your impression whether those papers were really in that 
safef — A. I should think they might have been. It is something pecu- 
liar too. That inner plate of the door was blown off. As the door 
opened, shutting in next to the wooden safe, that plate was lying on 
the floor ; but still the jam of the safe — the edge of it — was completely 
shattered. My theory, that morning, of the manner in which the safe 
was opened, was that the knob used for opening the safe had been knocked 
off with a blow from the sledge hammer. There was a small spindle 
to which the knob is attached, not quite so large as ray little finger, and 
that was either driven in or by some way an opening was made, as I 
thought, by which the powder was put in from that opening where the 
spindle had come through, but I am not familiar with the construction 
of the safe. 

Q. The inner plate blown off and not the outer, and the inner door 
left intact ? — A. No ; that was shattered if I remember rightly ; it was 
split and somewhat broken if I remember rightly. 

Q. Had that wooden door, the inner door, been opened at all, or was it 
closed f — A. 1 think it was closed when 1 saw it. 
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Q. Was the door of the safe nnhinored and lying on the floor! — A. 
Yes, sir ; the outer door. No ! The door itself was not unhinged, I 
think, but the inner plate was blown oft*. I think the door was hanging 
upon the hinges. 

Q. Who were the first parties who visited that safe after this explo- 
sion ? — A. The whole party, I think, Harrington, Clarvoe, Williams, 
Shepherd, and myself; and, I think, the other detectives whom I 
relieved. These men remained at their posts until we returned, at three 
o'clock. I relieved them and, I think, we all went in and took a 
general look. 

Q. Did you see that safe before anybody had interfered with it f — A. 
I think so. 

Q. How was that wooden door when you first saw the safe when you 
first went in f Was it closed ? — A. I could not be positiv^e whether it 
was or not. 

Q. What is your best impression ? — A. That it was closed. I don't 
think I got a view into the pigeon-holes in the safe at all. 

Q. Was it opened after you went in ? — A. No, sir ; I don't think it was 
opened at all. We were all tired, and we just took a cursory view, and 
some one said, we won't disturb anything here until morning; we will 
let things lay just as they are and not disturb anything. 

Q. Was that wooden door so shattered as that papers could have been 
taken out of that safe without opening it! — A. No, sir. 

Q. It was simply split a little I — A. Yes, sir ; 2is if it had been struck 
with a hammer or something. There was not a place large enough to 
put my hand in. 

Q. Do you suppose it is possible for the door of that safe to have been 
closed — ^the inner plate blown off — without knocking that wooden door 
inside all to pieces! — A. Yes, sir; I should think it would be possible. 
This was a large plate, the same size of the inner door, I should think. 
If that was blown against it, the pressure coming equally upon allpor- 
tions of this wooden door, I don't think it would necessarily shatter it. 

Q. What is your best impression from what you saw there — the condi- 
tion of the safe, the condition of the wooden door, and all the other things 
you saw about there — as to whether or not those papers were taken out 
of that safe after that explosion ! — A. Well, I must say this, that I have 
never entertained a doubt that the safe was not closed, and I have at 
this time no reason to doubt it; but the thing never entered my mind of 
the safe being left open until I heard it discussed and charged by cer- 
tain parties. 

Q. What is your impression now, from all you saw, as to whether that 
safe was closed ! — A. From my view of the safe that night and the next 
morning, I think it might have been closed and blown open when it was 
locked. I never have seen but one safe blown ; that was some years 
^go, in Georgetown, in an express office, where it was blown open and 
robbed. It was left very much in the same condition as this. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q, Was the lock off! — A. I don't remember that; but the door was 
more shattered than the other portions of the safe. 

Q. Your theory is that, the bolt being knocked off, the powder was 
put in that spindle-hole and fell down between this inner iron casement 
and the other one, and the explosion took place from there. The inner 
side of the outer door, the iron, you sfiy, was shattered ! — A. The inner 
«ide was blown off, and laid upon the floor. 
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Q. la what position ou the floor ! — A. It was laying off about three 
or tour feet, I should think, if I remember rightly. 

Q. How would it get out there *? — A. That I do not know, sir. When 
the door fell open, this inner plate, striking inside, might have fallen over. 
All these men were in there some half an hour after the explosion took 
])lace, and they might have disarranged and changed the position of 
thin^. 

Q. If the concussion was so great as to tear that inner lining of the 
main door from the outside door sheet, it would throw the outside door 
open and the other in? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that the rebound of that, taking your first theory — would it not 
be so great against that wooden door as to shatter it to pieces ! — A. I 
should think the plate was three aud a half feet, by two feet and some 
inches. If that was blown directly against it, and the whole pressure 
came evenly upon all portions of the inner door, I do not think it neces- 
sary that it would shatter it. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Did you try to open that wooden door ? — A. I did not. 

Q. You did not look at the condition of the safe ? — A. I did not look 
inside of the safe that night, and the next morning there had been a 
hundred people there before I got there. 

Q. Were any of your detectives there early in the morning ! — A. I 
think not. 

(J. None of your force looked at it to examine it ? — A. No, sir ; not the 
next morning until after other people had been there to visit the place. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. After you saw these two men separate, one going up Fifth street 
and the other up D, did you thereafter take any steps in any way, or were 
any steps taken, toward securing him! — A. My expectation was this: I 
had made arrangements with Mr. Thomas Shepherd that when these 
parties came out, as I wished to join and follow, that he^ was to come 
around in the rear and notify the three detectives who were there that 
the parties had come out, and for them to come on. The alley which 
led out from this place would naturally lead them farther down D street. 
My idea was that, seeing these men pass down, they would follow him. 

Q. After you found that they did not follow him, did you take any 
steps 1 — A. No, sir. I did not know that he was not followed until after 
J returned to the office. 

Q. But when you found that you had captured only one of the birds, 
did you take any steps with reference to getting any of the others ? — A. 
!Not that night. It was spoken of that we should look out for the other 
man. The trains were watched that morning. 

Q. Did you have an interview with Harrington and Madge, or did 
you three gentlemen, at any time, have an interview together ? — A. No, 
sir ; not together. I had no interview with Mr. Madge in Mr. Harring- 
ton's presence, that I remember of. 

Q. When did you have an interview with Mr. Madge?— A. Mr. Madge 
came to my office one evening, I don't remember when, but I should 
think it was about a week or ten days ago, and made some statement in 
regard to some ideas that he had. He had received information before 
that there was some robbery premeditated in regard to the treasury ; 
he suspected that there might be a robbery, and had taken special 
measures to protect the safes there. He seemed to have some knowledge 
of an event of that kind, in regard to which I also received some in- 
formation at that time, and the matter was followed ; but the scheme, if 
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there was one, was not carried out at that time. McDevitt went to 
Baltimore to look into it. 

Q. Have you any such evidence now brought to you as to indicate to 
your own mind who this second party is ? — ^A. I have not as yet. 

Q. You do not know his name ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Xor his whereal)outs f — A. No, sir. I should state this, however — 
probably it would not be well for this to go out — I am informed that 
these parties are brothers. My information comes from one of my 
officers, whose information comes from a party who professes to be well 
acquainted with them. 

Q. That is your best information ? — A. So far, although I have my 
doubts in regard to it. From the personal appearance there is nothing 
to indicate it. 

Q. Have you, or have you had your officers have an interview with this 
man who is in jail for the purpose of drawing from him, by artifice or 
otherwise, such statement or information as you might get. — A. I think 
not since he has been in jail. Olarvoe reported to me that while he was 
locked up at headquarters, where he remained for some three or four 
days, he had made statements to him there ; that he tried to get him to 
make statements, and that he had made certain statements to him. The 
amount of it was that Columbus Alexander had procured this burglary, 
and that he was to receive, or had received, a certain sum of money — I 
think five hundred dollars was mentioned, or a thousand dollars. 

Q. This man stated that to Clarvoe? — A. That is the report that 
Clarvoe made to me. 

Q. Did he give any pretended information with regard to his asso- 
ciates'? — A. No, sir ; that is a thing that a burglar never will do. 

Q. Did you know, or have you been advised, as to what other name 
this other burglar had when he came here ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. This fellow stated to you that he came Wednesday night, I under- 
stood you to sa3' ? — A. I didn't make any such statement — at least I did 
not intend to. I had no conversation with him. I never passed a word 
with him. 

Q. I understood you to say that down in the basement of Alexander's 
house the question was asked him as to who he was, and when he came, 
and he said that he came the night before. — A. I never made any sucti 
statement as that. I think he did make some such statemenc as that to 
Clarvoe. 

Q. But where he stopped, or who he was associated with, or where he 
took his meals, you have no knowledge f — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Did you see Kirtland while he was here on this last visit ? — A. No, 
sir. By request of the governor we made an effort to find Kirtland; 
also, by request of Sergeant-at-Arins French. We were out several 
nights watching for hinj. 

Thomas P. Somerville sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. What is your name, age, occupation, and place of birth f 
— Answer. Thomas P. Somerville*. My age is 51. 1 am by occupation a 
lawyer; place of birth, Ireland. 

Q. How long have you resided in New York ? — A. About 30 years. 

Q. You are practicing law there, as we understand, in New York City, 
as a member of the bar ! — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Where is your office i — A. 27 Chambers street. 

Q. You have recently been iu the District of Columbia twice, as we 
understand f — A. I was here, I thiuk, last Friday 5 thdt was the first 
time I ever wa^ in the District of Columbia. 

Q. How long were you here on that occasion ! — A. I came here on 
the morning train, and left at one. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. W*>attime in the morning did you arrive here? — A. Between six 
and seven. 

By Mr. BASg : 

Q. You came for the purpose of having an interview with this indi- 
vidual, who has been arrested and charged with this bui giary ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. W^hen did you first hear of his arrest ? — A. I think it was about a 
day previous. 

Q. Who advised you of his arrest ? — A. A gentleman called on me at 
ray office whom I know by sight. I do not know his name. He said 
that there was a young fellow frotn New Y^ork arrested in Washing- 
ton, and he wanted me to go on and see what he was arrested about. 
He did not know what name he was here by, or what he was arrested 
on. 

Q. Who was the party who advised you f — A. I stat-ed, sir, that I do 
not kno^r his name. He is a person that J have known by sight for 
some time. 

Q. A resident of ^ew Y^ork City ? Can you give us anything by which 
we could identify him ? — A. Well, I really do not know as to that, sir. 
I have seen him there occasionally in New York. 

Q. Did he furnish you funds to come with or give you a retainer ? — 
A. He gave me funds to pay my expenses. 

Q. And upon that you came onf Did you have any interview with 
any other person with reference to this case ? — A. No, sir ; nothing at 
all. I came to find out what he was in here for. 

Q. Did you have an interview with Mr. Harrington here on that occa- 
sion If — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ayd where was that ? — A. I think I went to his house after 
I had breakfasted, as I understood that he was the district attorney, 
or assistant district attorney, to find out something about the case, 
and to get an order to see the prisoner. 

Q. State, if you please, what took place at that interview with Mr. 
Harrington. — A. 1 do not know that I can state the precise words. 
The interview was very short and very simple. I told him that I un- 
derstood there was a young man arrested here, and in prison, and I 
would like to see him. He asked me if I was a lawyer. I said I was. 
He stated to me that he had given strict orders that no person should 
be permitted to see him. I told him I had come from Kew York, and I 
should like to see this young man and see what he was in for, and what 
was the nature of his case. He gave me a pa^s and I went to the prison 
and saw him. I had some conversation with the prisoner there in rela- 
tion to bis case, and he stated to me that he had not anybody to repre- 
sent him. I asked him if he wanted counsel, and he said he was in a 
pretty bad position there, and would like to have counsel in the matter, 
and asked me to interest myself in his case. He made some statement 
to me in relation to the matter. I then saw the district attorney again. 

Q. What took place at that interview with the district attorney, 
with Mr. Harrington ! — A. It was in relation to my client's interests, 
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sir, and I don't know that I am at liberty to state what that interview- 
was. I made a proposition to him that my client, from the statement 
that he had made to me — I did not think that he ought to be held; that 
he was not really the guilty party; if there was any guilt attached to it, 
or any crime, that it would certainly come on somebody else ; that he 
was simply acting as the agent of some other parties, and that I did 
not think lie ought to be held, certainly, for the crime that was charged 
against hinu Mr. Harrington asked me what statement he had made 
and I told him 1 did not feel that it was my duty to reveal what he had 
told, excepting I should have some promise from him that if his state- 
ment was received he would be accepted as a witness. He said that it* 
his statement went to show that some person was more guilty than he 
was, and it was corroborated, he would very likely entertain it. On 
that statement I went back again to the prisoner, and I saw Benton. I 
said to him, " They have got you here, and you are in a rather tight 
place, and whoever is at the back of this, it is my advice to you to make 
a clean breast of this matter, so far as you know." "Weifl." said he, 
" I am willing to make a statemeiif 1 drew up his statement, at his 
suggestion, as be gave it to me. It was read over carefully. He read 
it over himself and stated that it was true. I left that statement with 
the district attorney. 

Q. What took place with the district attorney at that time, upon the 
presentation of the statement f — A. He said that if there was any cor- 
roborative proof of that he might take it into favorable consideratiou, 
and accept him as a witness. 

Q. Did anything further take place !— A. ]S^ot at that interview, sir. 

Q. You gave him the statement and left it with him ? — A. I left the 
statement with him. 

Q. Did you have any further interview with Mr. Harrington on that 
visit! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Or a further interview with your client ? — A. Not after that, sir, 
until I came here this morning. 

Q. Did you have any interview with any other person or persons in ref- 
erence to your client here besides Mr. Harrington? — A. Ididnotseeany 
person here in relation to the matter, and had no conversation with any- 
body. 1 think on Saturday night about half past eleven, a gentleman 
rung my bell at my door in New York, asked to see me, and I went to 
the door and opened it. He came in and said he wanted to see Mr. 
Somerville. I asked him what he wanted to see me about. Says he, 
" I understand that you are counsel for Benton — a yoilng man named 
Benton, in Washington." "Well," says 1, '*I went on there to see 
him, to see what could be done for him." <* Well,'' said he, " I am the 
man who got Benton to go there." Says I, "You are?" " Yes," says 
he, " I am." "W^ell," says I, "you are just the man I want to see. Mr. 
Benton has made a statement and I need some person to corroborate 
it. Will you go in and make a statement in relation to it F Says he, 
" Yes, certainly I will. 1 got him to go there, and I think, in justice to 
him, 1 should make that 'statement. I heard to-day that you were em- 
ployed as counsel for him." He came in and made his statement of how 
he came to employ Benton, and how he was employed himself. It was 
Thursday, I think, that I was here instead of Friday, and that was on 
Friday night. 

Q. Last f'riday or a week ago? — A. Last Friday, it must have been. 
He came up to my office, I think, on Saturday, at three o'clock and 
swore to his statement ; made an affidavit as to the statement that he 
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had made to me the uight previous in relation to his employment in the 
matter, which I also have with me. 

Q. Who was that second gentleman ! — A. He gave his name to me 
as Michael Hayes. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Where does he reside ? — A. He gave his resilience at New York 
City, but I never saw the man before, to ni}^ knowledge. 
Q. You did not know him ? — A. 1 did not know him personally. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Can yon give me any further identification of him beyond his 
name ? — A. He is a medium-sized man, with dark hair and high fore- 
head, and was clean-shaved. 

Q. Did he wear no whiskers or mustache ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about his residence, or association, or pre- 
Tioos employment! — A. That I do not know anything about. He made 
the statement that he was employed in this matter, and that he came to 
^ew York and picked up Benton and brought him here to Washing- 
ton. 

\ Q. Who emploj^ed him ? — A. He claimed that Mr. xVlexander em- 
ployed him. 

Q. Have you any objection to submitting his statement to the com- 
mittee? — A. I would have no objection, but my client is in rather a bad 
position. If the district attorney was authorized to nol pros, the in 
dictmeiit that is against him I should be willing to submit both their 
statements, but as the matter now stands, with my client indicted for 
burglary, 1 do not think I would be doing my duty professionally to sub- 
mit either of these statements. 

Q. We do not ask you for the statement of your client to you, but for 
the statement of Hayes who is not your client, but was a stranger who 
called on you and made disclosures or statements. — A. Well, I do not 
suppose that there would be much objection to doing that. Under the 
arrangement which I proposed the district attorney, I intended to have 
filed these in his office — both statements — and ask that at least he be 
admitted to bail. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you have any understanding with the district attorney, that 
so soon as you furnished the corroborative 'evidence your client was to 
be discharged ? — A. No, sir ; I did not understand him in that way. 

Q. What was the understanding! — A. I understood him that if the 
truth of the statements made by Mr. Benton were corroborated, he was 
then under the impression that he would admit him, or might receive 
him as a witness. 

Q. And discharge him ? — A. Certainly discharge him on bail 5 he wa» 
to give bail. 

Q. That was to be the result? — A. Yes, sir. And as far as I under- 
stand the case there was no guilty intent on the part of Benton. There 
was no guilty intent on his part in this transaction. The intent was 
wanting to make it a crime. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. Assuming that he had the right to enter ? — A. Assuming that he 
was acting for the ends of public justice, as it had been represented to 
him. 

Q. And through representations made to him by this man Hayes ? — 
A. This man Haves and Mr. Alexander. 
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Q. If you will submit the statement, sir, we will take a copy of it if 
you desire, and you can use the original as you design with the district 
attorney. — A. I should not like to hav e this published 

The paper is as follows : 

State op New York, 

City and County of New York, ss : 

Michael Hajes, of said city, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that on or about the 
sixth day of April last past, he went from this city to Washington upon the strength of 
some letters he received to obtain an appointment as a detective on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, which deponent had been looking after for some time previous ; that failing in get- 
ting the appointment, deponent turned his attention to look up something that would pay 
the expenses of his journey to Washington ; that he visited various saloous and places ot 
public resort and found that the topic of general conversation was the investigation of the 
alleged frauds charged against the board of public works ; deponent had read several arti- 
<:les in the newspapers in regard to the investigation ; and in discussing the matter with a 
gentleman in a saloon on C street, depoueHt expressed an opinion as to where the original 
books and papers were likely to be found, which were alleged to be in existence, and not 
produced ; that while at dinner in the afternoon, in a saloon on Ninth street, deponent was 
spoken to by a German sitting at the table with him, and asked to take a drink with him ; 
that he done so, and a general conversation followed, and several drinks taken between 
them. During the conversation deponent made known that he was in quest of something to 
^o; that he would like to make a few dollars before leaving Washington. The German re- 
plied he thought he could put him on the way of making something, and we parted, agree- 
ing to meet the following afternoon in the Marble saloon, kept by Russell & Leonard. I, 
kept the appointment, and met at the Marble saloon my frieiid of the day previous with a 
gentleman whom he introduced to me as Mr. Demane, stating that Mr. D. was a gen- 
tleman likely to find me Something to do; that after taking a drink, Mr Demane asked de- 
ponent aside and said to me, '* You have heard ef the investigating committee, have you 
not ? " I replied that I had. The original books and contracts, said be, with some 
warmth, cannot be found, or have not been produced, and I know of some of the committee 
who are anxious to get them, and would pay well for the getting of them. After some fur- 
ther conversation, he proposed to introduce me to Mr. Columbus Alexander, whom he had 
reason to believe would pay handsomely for the possession of the books. I at first declined 
to see Mr. Alexander, and stated to Demane that there would be considerable risk to run in 
attempting to get them. Mr. Demane said "No ; Mr Alexander will take care of that," The 
same evening, I went by appointment with Mr. Demane to Mr. Alexander's house, and 
after an introduction by Oemane, Mr. Alexander took me up from his office to his parlor 
alone, and commenced the conversation between us by saying, ** I understand you know 
where the original books and contract papers of the board of public works can be found?" 
I said, ** Yes, but there will be considerable expense attending the getting of tkem, as I do 
not wish to be known in the matter myself." Mr. Alexander ask^ me how much the ex- 
pense would be. I said I was not prepared to say then, as it was necessary for me to see 
a friend in Baltimore, but that I would be able to give him an answer on Monday foUow- 
ing, on my return from Baltimore. This was in the evening of the 1 0th of April.- Mr. 
Alexander replied that he would hold himself responsible for $1,000; that it more was re- 
quired he would have to consult his counsel and some of the gentlemen of the committee. 

I proceeded to Baltimore and returned on Monday following, and met Mr. Alexander at 
the Capitol, as agreed on between us. He then urged me to hasten up the matter and ^t 
the books, as he believed the committee would close the investigation that week, and tnat 
it was important to him that the existence of these books be discovered. I told him I needed 
some money, but he declined paying until he got possession of the books. I then found it 
necessary to borrow some money, and, meeting an acquaintance, I borrowed on the strength 
of the employment sufficient to take me to New York, with the view of finding a man that 
would operate upon the safe in the district attorney's office, where it was believed the books 
and papers were deposited. After several days' delay I succeeded in picking up William 
Benton, and assuring him that it was an easy job, I got him to agree to take hold of it, and 
get the books and papers, and deliver them to Mr. Alexander ; that deponent returned to 
Washington on the night of the 21st of April, and on the following day Benton came on. 
During the evening of the 22d I took Benton and introduced him to Mr. Alexander. Mr. 
A. was anxious to get the books that night, and pressed Benton to get them, to which 
Benton replied he could not on that night, but would the night following ; that deponent 
again broached the subject of compensation in the presence of Benton, and was again 
assured by Alexander that he was ready and would do as he had already said, on the 
delivery of the books and papers. 

Deponent solemnly avers that he has made the foregoing statement in behalf and in justice 
to the young man Benton, now in prison ; that deponent understood from Mr. Alexander 
that the production of the books and papers were for the purpose of public justice ; that 
their committee fully believed that there had been a false set of books produced, and 'that 
the originals were concealed. 
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Deponent further says that he would willingly come forward and testify to the foregoing 
facts before the investigating committee now ordered, as he understands from the newspa- 
j)ers, or before a court of justice, were he assured by the authorities against arrest ; that un- 
der the understanding that deponent was not to be known in tho matter, Mr. Alexander 
agreed to pay the money to Benton on the delivery of the books and papers. 

And further deponent saith not. 

MICHAEL HAYES. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of May, 1874. 

CHAS. GOELLER, 

Notary Public, N, F. Co, 
State op New York, 

City and County of New York, ss : 
I, William Walsh, clerk of the city and county of New York, and also clerk of the supreme 
court for the said city and county, being a court of record, do hereby certify that Charles 
Goeller, before whom the annexed deposition was taken, at the time of taking the same, a 
notary public of New York, dwelling in said city and county, duly appointed and sworn, and 
authorized to administer oaths to bo used in any court in said State, and for general purposes ; 
and that his signature thereunto is genuine, as I verily believe. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and aflfixed the seal of the said court 
and county the 8th day of May, 1874. 

WM. WALSH, Clerk, 

Q. Was this Hayes who called on you the sauole man who called on 
you first and retained you ? — A. O, no, sir. Tbe man who retained me 
was a man that I have known by sight for some time, as hundreds of 
men of the same description come into my office once in a while for the 
last ten years. I do not know one man's name perhaps in fifty who does 
come in. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Describe the man who called to see you first. — A. AYell, he was 
a tall, slim man, of rather a sallow complexion ; with dark eyes, I think ; 
hair a kind of a dark brown. 

Q. Had he hair about his face ? — A. I think that he had a goatee. I 
do not think he had any mustache. 

Q. He called on you and told you that he had a friend in prison 
bere ?— A. He told me that there was a young man, a friend of his. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Did he not give you his name ? — ^A. No, sir 5 he did not know what 
name he was in by. 

Q. How did you come to find him? — A. Simply by asking the district 
attorney. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. Did he give you his real name ? — A. This man that called on me ? 
Q. Yes, sir. — A. Ko, sir. 

Q. He merely said to you that he did not know what name he was in 
prison by ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ask him his real name ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Did you ask the man who called upon you what the name of the 
young man in prison was ? — A. That is what I have said, that I did not. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Did you ask the man who called on you his own name ? — A. No, 
sir ; I did not. 

Q. What amount of money did he give you ?— A. I think he gave me 
about 850. 

Q. And you would be employed by a man without knowing his name 

4 SB 
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and go to a distant point to serve a man without knowing his name ^— 
A. I would. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. You were directed to call on the district attorney to find out ! — A. 
That was my own view. 

Q. I thought you said this man told you to call on him ? — A. O, no. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did you know it was in connection with this safe burglary f — A. 
He said that he was arrested here for some crime. 

Q. Did he tell you what crime ? — A. Well, I think he did, sir ; I thiuk 
he said that he understood that he was arrested for a burglary. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. When you came to the district attorney what did you say to* him ?— 
A. I asked him where this man was in prison. 

Q. How did you describe the man ? — A. As having committed the al- 
leged burglary ; I described to him for some crime that had been com- 
mitted, as I heard. 

Q. You said you wanted to see a man who was in prison for commit- 
ting some crime ? — A. Something that I understood the District attor- 
ney had something to do with, something that I understood was in the 
district attorney's office, or something of that description. 

Q. How did the district attorney know what man you referred to ?— 
A. Well, that I do not know, sir. 

Q. How did you know when you went to the prison — how were you 
able to tell the jailer the man you wanted to see? — A. The district at- 
torney gave me an order to see the man who had been arrested for the 
burglary. 

Q. Why did he give you that order, if you did not know what the man 
was imprisoned for ? — A. I say that I understood that he was arrested 
for that. 

Q. But you say that your friend in New York told you? — A. All my 
friend in New York said was that he did not know what he was arrested 
about, if it was not for that ; that he thought he did go on on that, and 
was there for that burglary. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. This man, you say, gave you about $50 ? — A. I think so, sir. 

Q. Did he promise you any more money? — A. No, sir; he did not. 

Q. Were you to come here from New York looking after this case for 
$50f^A. No, sir ; I was not. When I came here, and when I saw this 
man who was in prison, I knew him. I knew him by sight. When I 
knew him and he told me that he had no counsel, and nobody here to 
attend to his case for him, I had a kind of a sympathy for the fellow, 
and I told him I would see him and do what I possibly could for him. 
That was the reason, because I did know him, why I was anxious to 
get him out, and made the proposition to the district attorney to use 
him as a witness, and make his statement. 

Q. Before you came here, though, you did not know who he was ?— 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any idea of who it was ? — A. I had not a particle. 

Q. Not the slightest ? — A. Not the slightest. 

Q. Therefore, when you left New York you did not leave there antici- 
pating that you would come here to defend this particular man ! — ^A. 
No, sir ; not at all. 
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Q. You came from New York to this city on an errand of that kind, 
with DO sort of understanding that you were to be retained as counsel 
for him ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. With no other compensation than the $50? — ^A. No, sir 5 I had 
not the remotest idea. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. What did you come for ? — A. I came to find out what this fellow 
was in for 5 what the case amounted to. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. But you did not intend to act as his counsel ? — A. Not at all. 
When I came here and saw the fellow in prison, I knew him. 

Q. Now, if I understand you, you did not leave New York with any 
expectation of acting as counsel for this party, but simply to see what 
he was in for ? — A. To see what he was in here for and what the case 
amounted to. I thought I came to the only source from which I could 
find out — the district attorney's office. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. When you went back, did you see the man who employed you ? — 
A. I have not seen him since. 

Q. You never reported to him the result of your investigation ! — A. 
Xo, sir. 

Q. What did he want you to come for I — A. I suppose he wanted to 
find out, but I have not seen him since. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. You say you have known the man who called on you by sight for 
a number of years ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know what his business was in New York ? — A. That I 
will have to decline answering. 

Q. It is not important that you should decline to answer that. You 
are not his counsel? — A. I am his counsel now. I consider myself 
retained. 

Q. You are retained for this man who called on you first in New 
York f — A. I am retained for the prisoner. 

Q. You are retained for the man who is in jail, but this man who 
called on you in New York, you had known him for a number of years *? — 
A. O, I had seen him occasionally. 

Q. What is his business in New York ? — A. Well, sir, that is more 
than I am able to tell you. 

Q. Where have you seen him in New York ?— A. I have met him in 
the street. He often came to my office. 

Q. On what business was he at your office *? — A. Well, something 
similar to what this man is in for here, for parties who were arrested, 

Q. Was he one of the same class of parties ? — A. I should think so, 
sir. I would not be certain about that. 

Q. Have you ever known him to be under indictment or subjected to 
any prosecution in the city of New York ? — A. No, sir, not that I 
know of. 

Q. What did you recognize his business to be ! — A. I suppose you 
ask me for a private opinion. 

Q. I suppose you have some idea as to what his business was. If you 
have I would be glad to have you state it according to your best recol- 
lection. — A. Well, I have not any decided views on that matter. 
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Q. Have yoa any impression as to what bis business is? — A. I cannot 
say that I bave. ^ 

Q. Ko impression at all ? — A. Xo, sir. 

Q. In wbat court do you practice in tbe city of IN^ew York I — A. lu 
all tbe courts. 

Q. Wbat Is tbe character of your business chiefly ? — A. Chiefly my 
business is civil business. y * 

Q. You are not a criminal lawyer, then, in tbe usual acceptation of the 
term ? — A. No, sir ; I do not practice much criminal law since my part- 
ner died. 

Q. You say you have known this man before ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where had you seen him before ? — A. I was acting for him as 
counsel. 

Q. In civil or criminal matters? — A. Criminal matters. 

Q. How long since you were counsel for him in criminal matters!— 
A. A little over a year ago. 

Q. Do you- know of his having been convicted of any offense ? — A. I 
decline to answer that. 

Q. State to this committee whether or not this party now in jail has 
formerly been convicted of an offense and served a term in the States 
prison. — A. 1 shall certainly respec/tfull}^ decline answering that ques- 
tion. 

Q. I am not asking you to give any statement in regard to any com- 
munication that he has made to you with reference to the matter for 
which he is now in custody, but with reference to matters entirely dis- 
connected with it. — A. I have no personal knowledge. 

Q. I apprehend that a fact of that sort is not a confidential communi- 
cation. — A. O, I think it is. 

Q. Do you think if this party had been convicted a year or two ago 
of a burglary or a felony of some sort, that your cognizance of that fact 
would be a confidential communication with you? — A. Supposing that 
I had acted in that matter. 

Q. Very well, that has no connection with this matter ? — A. Does not 
the privilege of a lawyer and client continue ? You are not dissolved as 
a lawyer from communications made to you now. 

Mr. Jewett. There is no obligation at all as a lawyer which precludes 
your telling a fact, and it is not a communication. It is a fact of record. 
But then there is another aspect in which you may justify yourself, and 
that is that it may tend to complicate you. 

The Witness. It cannot complicate me. 

Mr. Jewett. That is the only ground upon which you can decline. 

The Witness. O, yes 5 there is the privilege between lawyers and 
clients. 

Mr. Jewett. There is no privilege between lawyers and clients as 
to any facts, unless he derives them from his client confidentially. And 
it is also a matter of public record. 

Mr. Wilson. That is a point that will need no argument. [To the 
witness.] 

Q. You arrived here between six and seven in the morning ? — A. Yes, 

Q. Where did you stop ?— A. At Wlllard's. 

Q. What time did you call on Mr. Harrington ? — A. It was a little 
after eight. 

Q. Did you go direct from W^illard's to Mr. Harrington's house ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you Ascertain where he lived f — A. I think that I asked 
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a carriage-man at TVillard a if he knew where Mr. Harrington, the dis- 
trict attorney, was — where his residence was. 

Q. Who gave you Mr. Harrington's name ? — A. That I think — that I 
ascertained — I cannot exactly say as to that, whether it was the man 
who called on me or not. 

Q. What is your best impression about that 1 — A. My best impression 
is that this man did. ' , 

Q. When he called on you to get you to come over here, he gav'fe you 
Mr. Harrington's name as district attorney*? — A. Yes, sir; I think I 
asked him where I should make inquiry; and he said that Mr. Harring- 
ton was the district attorney. I think I did make some inquiries as to 
who I should call on in Washington, because I never was here before, 
and knew nobody here. 

Q. I^ow you arrived at Willard's, and then you went from there to Mr. 
Harrington's? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you go in a carriage ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you go from there ? — A. I think I went back again to 
Willard's. Mr. Harrington said that he^ would be at his office a little 
after nine o'clock, and if I would call on him there that he would give 
me some information about it. 

Q. Did you call there ? — A. I did, and then he gave me an order on 
the warden to see the prisoner. 

Q. A written order, which you delivered to the warden, I i)resume ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You went to see the prisoner 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did you stay ? — A. Well, I suppose I had passed a half 
an hour or a little over in conversation. 

Q. What did you do then ? — A. I went back to the district attorney's 
office. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Harrington again ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long an interview did you have with him ? — A. Not very 
long. , 

Q. About how long? — A.. I should think it lasted fifteen or twenty 
minutes. 

Q. Then what did you do next ? — A. I went back to the prison and 
drew this man's statement up. 

Q. Did you draw it in the cell where he was confined ? — A. We 
brought him out into the reception-room. 

Q. You sat there and drew it, and he signed it there, did he ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he sign it by his real name ? — A. Well, he signed it by the 
name of Benton. 

Q. Did he sign it by his real name ? — A. Well, I am under the im- 
pression that he did not. 

Q. Do you not know that he did not ? — A. To tell you candidly, I 
really do not know what may be his real name. • 

Q. Did he sign it by the name by which you had formerl}^ known 
him? — A. >^o, sir. 

Q. Then what did you do after you had drawn that up and he signed 
it! — A. I left that statement with Mr. Harrington. 

Q. You went back to Mr. Harrington's office, and left that statement 
with him?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it sworn to at that time?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any understanding with Mr. Harrington that it 
should be sworn to ? — A. I told him that if he took the matter into con- 
sideration he could have it sworn to. 
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Q. Did 3'ou tell hiin that you had read the statement over to this man! 
— ^A. I did, sir. 

Q. Where did you go from Mr. Harrington's office after you left that 
paper with him ? — A. I went to Willard's and got my valise, took the 
stage to the cars and went back to New York. 

Q. You went from Mr. Harrington's right to Willard's. How long 
did you stay at Willard's before you left for !N^ew York f — A. I think it 
was a quarter past twelve when 1 left Mr. Harrington's office. The train 
started at one. 

Q. Then you had but little time in order to get to the train ? — A. Yes, 
as little time as possible to get to the train. 

Q. You got back to New York, then, on Friday night, was it ?— A. 
Yes, I got back the same evening. 

Q. When was it that this other man came to see you? — A. I think it 
was the night after that. 

Q. Saturday night ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What time in the night did he come ? — A. He came about eleven 
o'clock. I want to fix the day, if possible. I made no note or memoran- 
dum of my journey, but the night previous to the date that is sworn to 
is the time 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. The 8th was Friday. — A. Then I must have been here on Wednes- 
day. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Well, it was about eleven o'clock of the night that this man called 
on you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did he call on you ? — A. At my house, sir. 

Q. At your residence ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Had you ever seen that man before ?— A. i!^ot to my knowledge. 

Q. Did he tell you what his business was ? — A. Nothing further than 
what he set forth in that statement. 

Q. That is all you knowabout it. . Did you draw up that document at 
your house ? — A. I simply took a memorandum of his statement, and he 
agreed to come to my office the following day. 

Q. Did he come ?— A. He did. 

Q. At what time in the day ? — A. About two o'clock. 

Q. How did that man find out that you had been to Washington ?— 
A. That I do not know% sir, any more than you do. 

Q. Did he not tell you ?— A. He did not. 

Q. Did you make no^nquiries of him in regard to it? — A. Ko, sir. 

Q. You had no intimation whatever that he had any knowledge that 
you had been to Washington, and he gave no information to you as to 
how he learned it ? — A. Ko, sir. 

Q. And he made no inquiry of you ? — A. He made no inquiry. 

Q. You drew up thif statement from the memorandum that he had 
given you about eleven o'clock the night before ? — A. Partially. 

Q. How long was heat your house the night he went there? — A. 
W^ell, I guess he was there for very nearly an hour, if not over. 

Q. Had you gone to bed ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. W^hat was the first thing he said to you f— A. The first thing he 
said to me was asking me my name ;' if I was Mr. Somerville. He said 
he understood that I had been to Washington, and that I was counsel 
for Benton. 

Q. Did he call him Benton ? — A. I think he did. 

Q. What else did he say ? — A. He said that be was the instigator of 
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Benton going to Washington ; that it was he who had employed him, 
and that he would like to make a statement in relation to it. 

Q. Then he made his statement, of which you made a memorandum! — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the next day you prepared this document ? — A. I prepared 
that document ; yes, sir. 

Q. And he signed it? — A. Yes, sir ; he said he would come into my 
office the next day. He came there about two o'clock. 

Q. Did you ask that man where he lived ? — A. Do you the mean the 
number of his residence ? 

Q. I mean his place of residence ! — A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. Did he tell you whether he lived in New York or not ? — A. Yes, 
sir 5 he said he lived in the city. I do not know, indeed, that he said 
that precisely. I think, however, I understood him that he did live there. 

Q. You said that you never saw him before ? — A. Not to my knowl- 
edge. I may have seen him before. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. After obtaining this document or preparing it, and Mr. Hayes 
having sworn to it, did you state to Mr. Hayes the plan which you pro- 
posed to adopt with reference to its usel? — A. I rather think I did. 

Q. Your design was, then, to come here again and see Mr. Harrington 
and use this paper to corroborate the former statement. NoW, if we un- 
derstand each other correctly, this was sworn to last Friday, the 8th. 
When did you leave New York, then, to come to Washington! — A. This 
last time do you mean! 

Q. Yes 5 after this statement was made by Hayes! — A. I left last 
night at nine o'clock. 

Q. How happened you to come last night! — A. I received a telegram 
from Mr. Harrington that it was likely that my client would be called 
before the committee to day, and I should like to see him before he was 
brought here. 

Q. Did he telegraph you that your client, Benton, would be likely to 
be called before the committee ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What else did he say ! — A. That is all, sir. 

Q. Did he request your attendance here ! Have you the telegram 
with you? — A. No, sir 5 I have not. But I think I can give you the 
words of it. 

Q. I wish you would do so. — A. I think it was this: '' Your client is 
likely to be called before the committee to-morrow. Do you propose to 
be present !" That is about as near as I can recollect. 

Q. Upon the strength of that you came ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And brought with you this statement! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Reaching here this morning ? — A. Yes, sir, at seven o'clock. 

Q. Then whom did you ^rst see after reaching here this morning, in 
connection with the business of your client ? — A. Do you mean outside 
of the client! 

Q. Yes 5 did you see your client first ! — A. I did. 

Q. You had an interview with him at the jail. Then where did you 
proceed from there ! — A. I went to Mr. Harrington's office. 

Q. What took place between you and Mr. Harrington ! — A. Nothing 
whatever, excepting the usual courtesies of the morning. We entered 
into no conversation in relation to the matter. He said he thought he 
would be called himself before the committee at ten o'clock, and he did 
not wish to enter into any conversation in relation to the matter until 
after his examination. 
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• Q. Did any papers pass between you ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he return you the statement of Benton? — A. O, I beg your 
pardon ; yes, he did return that. 

Q. What was there about that; what was said with reference to 
that ! — A. Well, he said that, under the understanding that I had in re- 
lation to him with it, he would return me that paper. 

Q. Did you exhibit to him this statement of Hayes? — A. IS'o, sir. 

Q, Or ad\ase him of it at all ? — A. I told him that I had Hayes's state- 
ment. 

Q. What did he say ? State to the committee, if you please, as near 
as you can, what that conversation was. — A. He declined to have any 
conversation in relation to it until after he had sworn. 

Q. You told him you had Hayes's statement ? — A. Yes, sir ; as a cor- 
roboration of the statement made by Benton. 

Q. An^ he knew who Hayes was ? — A. I do not know that he does. 

Q. You said you had Hayes's statement ? — A. I told him I had Hayes's 
statement, or the man who was referred to in the other statement as 
Butler. 

Q. Did he make any further inquiries about that I — A. No, sir ; he 
said that he declined to have anything to say about it now, or what he 
would do in the matter, until afterward. He said it was likely that 
the committee might want to see me. 

Q. But this man Hayes is the man who was referred to as Butler ? — 
A. That is what I understand ; yes, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Did Hayes so inform you? — A. Well, he did not inform me in so 
many words, sir ; but he stated that he was the man who employed 
Benton. 

Q. How did you know that he passed by the name of Butler ? — A 
That is what I infer from the statement. 

Q. You took it for granted that he was the man referred to as But- 
ler ? — A. The two statements, I think, corroborate that fact. 

Q. Had you any other information about the man passing by tlie 
name of Butler? — A. Nothing; only what I have from Benton. 

Q. Benton told you that the man he was connected with was But- 
ler ? — A. That he knew him by the name of Butler. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes, in this conversation with you at New York, in 
which you got the statement, say anything with reference to Mr. Har- 
rington? — A. No, sir; he never mentioned his name. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes tell you who the German was to whom he refers 
in this paper ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes say anything to you with reference to any other 
parties with whom he had been associated 6r who had requested this 
thing to be done? — A. Nothing further than what he states. 

Q. Did he inform you where he staid in Washington when he was 
here ? — A. He did not ; nothing further than two or three saloons that 
he mentioned where he had been. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes, in this conversation, or in this interview, in any 
way give you to understand, by his language, that Mr. Harrington was 
a party to the burglary in any way or cognizant of it ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. That he knew that it was to be done? — A. No, sir; nothing in 
his conversation led me to infer that in the remotest degree. 

Q. But, as I understand, the theory upon which this paper is drawn 
is that Hayes and Benton, at the instigation of Alexander, were to blow 
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this safe of HarriDgton and get these papers! — A. Well, I do not think 
that that was the original idea. 

Q. What was the idea ? — A. I can only give you an impression. 

Q. Very well, sir; give it as an impression. — A. My impression is that 
they intended to get hold of the papers if they had an opportunity to 
get" the safe open, take them to Mr. Alexander, let him examine them ; 
what papers he wanted, for him to keep them, and to take the rest back 
and put them in the safe. That is my impression. 

Q. That they were to return to the safe such papers as they did not 
usef — A. Yes, sir; that it was to be done in the night-time, when 
there would be an opportunity of either getting at the safe or getting at 
the papers. What they did not want to use, or what Mr. Alexander did 
not want to use, they were to take back. 

Q. When you say, as a lawyer, that under this statement these men 
did not contemplate that they were committing a crime, and had not 
that felonious intent, it must have been for some reason foreign to the 
one that Alexander sent them there. Kow, if Alexander, a stranger, 
having no right of access to Harrington's office, sent them there with a 
design to steal papers for the furtherance of public justice or any other 
purpose that they had in view, of course it was a burglary — a larceny 
of the papers. Now, did you derive the impression from Hayes, or are 
you of the opinion, that those men entered Harrington's office without 
the knowledge and privity or consent of Harrington ? — A. Neither of 
these men gave me the slightest cue or information that led me to sup- 
pose that Harrington had anything to do with it. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes advise you in New York that he was one of the 
parlies present here on the night of the burglary ! — A. I do not know 
as he did. 

Q. Then why did you put in this statement — the statement that he 
would come here and testify if he could be guaranteed against arrest ? — 
A. So he said, sir. 

Q. For what was he to be arrested, if he was not a party to this bur- 
glary ? — A. I presume that he was. 

Q. Then you drew the inference from his statement that he was a 
party, did you ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You must have drawn that inference that he was a party in this 
burglary. Now, did he tell you that either himself or Benton had re- 
ceived any money in advance, any compensation up to that time, for 
their services in this business ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you get any impression on that subject upon your mind ? — A. 
What I understood from Hayes is this : that Mr. Alexander refused to 
advance him any until such time as he would get the papers; that he 
declined to advance, and that he had borrowed some money from some 
person. 

Q. Borrowed money from whom ? — A. That I do not know, sir. He 
said an acquaintance. Whom he borrowed the money from I do not 
know. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes disclose to you the circumstances under which the 
burglary was committed that night, as to how the safe was opened ! — A. 
No, I don't think he did. 

Q. As to where the powder was obtained, or the fuse, or the jimmies? 
— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he not give you any information on that subject ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you not ask? — A. I did not. 

Q. Did you not ask how they got into the office ? — A. No, I did not. 
I do not think I did. 
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Q. Nor where Hayes went to after the burglary ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Did he not tell yoa ? — A. He did not tell me. 

Q. Nor when he came back to New York ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Hayes give you to understand that he had been deceiving 
Benton iijto this business ; that he had withheld from Benton a part of 
the information which Hayes had with reference to the objects of the 
burglary? — A. Well, I am rather under the impression that he did. 

Q. Then Hayes gave you to understand that Benton was an innocent 
victim of his, and that Benton in full faith believed that Alexander 
wanted the safe blown open ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now did you get the impression, from what Hayes told you, that 
that was not, in fact, true?— A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. That there was a scheme even back of that business ! — A. No, sir; 
not from anything that Hayes said in relation to it. 

Q. Did you from any source? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Why was it that Mr. Harrington sent you a telegram yesterday 
that your client was liable to be called before this committee ? — ^A. Well, 
I really do not know, sir. 

Q. What interest had he in your client t — A. I did not expect any 
telegram from him. 

Q. I say what interest had he in your client ? — A. None that I know of. 

By Mr. Wilson: 
Q. Did you come over here at your own expense this time ? — A. 1 did, 
sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Does that statement of Hayes corroborate the statement of your 
client ? — A. I think it does, so far as my client knows anything about the 
transaction. 

Q. So far as he knows about the interviews and so on ? — A. My client 
does not know anything about those interviews, excepting the one 
where he was present himself. 

Q. When he was present with Mr. Alexander? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But your client knows, of course, that Mr. Hayes spoke to him 
upon this subject? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is, your client, Mr. Benton, was brought in communication 
through Mr. Hayes with Mr. Alexander ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Mr. Benton did this thing in pursuance of his interview with 
Mr. Hayes, as you understand ? — A. In pursuance of his employment 
by Hayes, and Hayes bringing him to Mr. Alexander and presenting him 
to Mr. Alexander as the man who would get the papers. 

Q. Then, as I understand you upon this point, Mr. Hayes and your 
client substantially agree ? — A. They substantially agree as to the in- 
terview with Mr. Alexander the night previous to this alleged burglary. 

Q. The alleged burglary being on the night of the 22d or 23d ? — A. 
The 24th, I think. 

Q. Did your client state to you that a man by the name, of Butler ac- 
companied him in this business ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that Butler and he separated ?— A. That Butler and he sepa- 
rated. 

Q. And he went to Mr. Alexander's house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. As I understand, Hayes came to your house to see you upon this 
subject ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that he was the man who also accompanied your 
client to this point, to the office of Mr. Harrington ? — A. 1 do not think 
he said it in so many words; but that is what I inferred. 
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Q. He left upon your mind the impression that he was the Butler 
that your client was speaking about f — A. Yes, sir ; that he was the 
Butler. He left it on my mind, and I am still under the impression that 
he was the man Butler. 

Q. Do you know that your client's name is Benton, or is that an as- 
sumed name ? — A. That has been gone over, sir. 

Mr. Wilson. He says it is an assumed name ; that it is not the name 
that he has formerly known him by. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You say you have that statement of your client — A. I have. 

Q. Cannot you produce that to the committee f — A. I decline, except- 
ing that my client is relieved. 

Q. But I want to ask you why. Now, you have testified to us that 
your client's arfd this statement substantially agree. Your client admits 
that he did this thing; he admits every material allegation. Now why 
should that statement be withheld! Certainly there can be nothing in 
that statement that will affect your client. — A. Of course, you cannot 
affect his interest in the matter. I have no objection to your seeing it. 

[The paper was handed to counsel, and is as follows :] 

United States of America, 

District of Columbia, 

City of Washington f ss : 

William Benton, being duly sworn, deposes and says: That he is now confined in 
prison in this city upon a charge of burglary committed in the office of the district 
attorney in this city; that this deponent was arrested on Friday morning, April 24th 
last past, at about 3 o'clock a. m., while deponent was endeavoring to obtain an 
entrance into the house of Columbus Alexander in this city ; that deponent, under and 
in pursuance of an agreement made with said Alexander on the Wednesday evening 
previous to obtain and procure for him certain books and papers that were in the 
possession of the district attorney, was at the house of said Alexander at the time he 
was arrested as aforesaid ; that a man known to deponent by the name of Butler in- 
troduced deponent to said Alexander on the Wednesday previous to the arrest stated ; 
that this man Butler met deponent a few days previous thereto in New York City, and 
informed deponent that he had a little job for him to do in Washington ; that if he 
was successful he should have $1,000, and give him $100 on account ; that the job was 
for one of the most influential citizens of Washington, and should anything happen 
to deponent, the influence of this gentleman would immediately get him out ; that 
upon Butler's statements deponent came to Washington; that, on coming to Wash- 
ington, Butler met deponent, and farther explained to deponent that there were 
certain books in a safe on tiie first floor where the district attorney's office is situate 
that would implicate Shepherd, Babcock, and Evans — three men that this man Alex- 
ander wanted brought to justice — but not to injure them; that deponent agreed 
to get the books on Thursday night; that after this conversation and agreement 
between deponent and Butler. Butler took deponent to Mr. Alexander's house and 
went to the basement door. Met Mr. A., who recognized Butler and sent him to the 
front door. Mr. Alexander came to the door himself and took us into the parlor, and 
Butler introduced me to Mr. Alexander, saying " Here is the man who is going to get 
those things for you ; take a good look at him, so that you will know him when he 
comes with the things ; " that thereupon Mr. Alexander grasped deponent warmly by 
the hand, and said " Can you get them to-night ? " I replied " No ; but to-morrow 
ni^ht sure." Butler then said " What about compensation ? " and Mr. Alexander re- 
phed "That will be all right," and again shook deponent's hand and bid him "good 
night ;" that deponent has not seen either Butler or Alexander since. 

Deponent verily believes that had he escaped the vigilance of the police and suc- 
ceeded in delivering the books and papers as he agreed, Mr. Alexander would have paid 
him ; that this belief is formed from the earnest manner in which Mr. Alexander acted 
upon the introduction of deponent to him ; that as both Alexander and Butler have 
deserted deponent, he has believed it his duty, on consultation with his counsel, to 
make a statement of the case for the use of the court and district attorney ; that he 
is willing to verify and testify to the facts above stated in any court of justice ; that 
if admitted to bail he believes that he could trace up Butler, who could fully indorse 
aU that deponent has said as to the conversation with Alexander. 

WILLIAM BENTON. 
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I hereby certify that, at the request of W. M. Evans, I did go to the jail for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and then and there swore the said William Benton as to the facts 
herein contained, and upon his oath he said the facts therein contained upon informa- 
tion and belief, he believed to be true, and those therein stated upon his own knowl- 
edge he knows to be true. 
Sworn to before me this 5th May, 1874. 

JOHN J. JOHNSON, 
United States Commissioner, 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. If you were going to have this man put ui>on trial charged with 
this offense, or if Hayes was, or any other person, of course any lawyer 
will understand at once that if, at the instance of Columbus Alexander, 
he went there to get papers, whether he thought in pursuance of the 
ends of public justice or for any other cause to which the law did not 
give him the right, he committed a crime. But you say you do not 
think this man had a felonious intent. How can it be possible that you, 
as a lawyer, can say that, knowing the rules as well as you do, and be- 
lieving that state of facts? — A. Of course the matter on its face shows 
a felonious intent, but go back behind that. Supposing you stated to 
him, '*Here, we want certain papers which we believe to be in such a 
place; we cannot get them." 

Q. Kot belonging to Columbus Alexander ? — A. Not mentioning any 
of these parties at all, supposing a case. Now, if you employ a man for 
the special purpose of going to get those papers and bringing them to 
you 

Q. He commits a burglary to do it ! — A. Yes, but, now, is that man's 
intent to commit a crime established ? 

Q. Certainly it is; there is no question about that. — A. Well, I should 
argue that matter to a jury. 

Q. Did Mr. Hayes not tell you where and when it was that he first 
found Benton ; where he ran across him ? — A. I do not think that he 
did. I think that he spent, as near as I can gather from him, something 
near a week in looking around New York to get a man to do it. 

Q. And he finally picked up Benton f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Hayes give you to understand in any way, directly or indi- 
rectly, how it was that he slipped away from the officers that night ? — 
A. Well, I do not think he did, sir. 

Q. Did he give you to understand that he was in concert with them, 
or that they knew that he was to escape *? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Hayes give you any means whereby you, when you returned 
to New York, would know where he was or could find him if you wanted 
to see him ? — A. I have not the remotest idea where 1 could find him at 
this minute, sir. 

Joshua Parker (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where were you on the night of the 23d of April ? — Answer. 
That was the night that safe was broken open. I have a very good 
memory of my own, but I did not charge my memory what night it was. 
I was up in the First ward. 

Q. Where? — A. Where I board, corner Fifteenth street and Penn- 
sylvania avenue. I was lying down there taking a nap in the early part 
of the evening, and then I went down to Twelfth street to a friend of 
mine who was sick, and from there I went up to the club-room. 

Q. What time did you go to the club-room f — A. I could not tell you 
the exact time that I went there. 
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Q. What time do you think ? — A. I think it must have been about a 
quarter to ten. 

Q. How long did you stay there? — A. Until five o'clock next morn- 
ing; about live, I think. 

Q. Did you see Billy Evans there ? — A. I did. 

Q. What time did you see him there ? — A. I think he came about ten 
or a little after. I could not say. I did not look at my watch, but it 
was somewhere along there. 

Q. About ten or a little after? — A. It might have been. I could not 
say whether it was ten, or eleven, or what time. I know he was there 
that evening. 

Q. Had you arranged to meet him there before he went! — A, I had 
not. I did not know that he was going to be there. 

Q. What did he say to you when you saw him there ? — A. I think he 
said to me — I think when he came in and saw me he said, " Has Mr. 
Harrington got here yetT' I would not be positive about it; I think 
that was it. " Have you seen Mr. Harrington ! '' or " has he got here 
yet ? -^ something like that. 

Q. Then what next ? — A. I don't think he said anything more to me. 

Q. How long did he stay thereat the club ? — A. I think about eleven 
o'clock — I mean about one o'clock or half past one — he went home. 
I do not recollect ; I did not look at my watch. 

Q. Was the club open until 5 o'clock in the morning ? — A. Yes, sir ; I 
think it was. No, sir ; I was talking with one of the waiters and I 
think he said they generally closed up about 12 or half past 12, but they 
always left one of the waiters there as watchman. I was up in the hall 
going oft' into New York avenue, and I walked down the hall and laid 
down on a chair and then on the floor. 

Q. You went to sleep there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. After one o'clock ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. After the club closed ? — A. Yes, sir ; several gentlemen w^ere in the 
club-room; they laid down on the lounges or sofas. I don't know whether 
they were gentlemen connected with the club-room or not. I never was 
there in my life before. 

Q. Several lay down on the lounges? — A. Yes, sir ; I think there were 
one or two. 

Q. Who were they ? — A. I don't know, sir. » 

Q. Do you know any of them ? — A. I know one, Mr. John O. Evans. 

Q. He was lying down'? — A. Well, I think he laid down on the 
lounge. I think I was walking up and down the hall, and I think I saw 
him lying down on one of the lounges. 

Q. How many were there that late in the evening? — A. There was 
another gentleman. 

Q. Do you not know either of the others? — A. I don't know ; I don't 
think there was but one more. 

Q. There were but two ? — A. I think but two. Late in the evening, 
just before it was time for them to close, there were several gentlemen 
up there, Mr. MattiDgly, Mr. Stanton, Governor Cooke, and Mr. Shep- 
herd, I think, came in. I know these gentlemen were there. 

Q. These gentlemen that you have named, Mr. Mattingly, and Mr. 
Stanton, and Governor Shepherd, and Governor Cooke, you say came 
in during the evening? — A. Yes, sir; in the early part of the evening. 
Q. They came in and went out ? — A. They came in and, I think, had 
a lunch. 1 did not go into the lunch-room, but I think they came in 
there and staid awhile, and then went out again. They had cigars 
and were smoking when they went out. 
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Q. And there were but two gentlemen, you think, that remained there 
on the lounges in the parlor! — A. Yes, sir; but two. 

Q. John O. Evans was one that you know? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The other man you do not know ? — A. Fo, sir. 

Q. At whose request were you staying there that night? — A. Mr. 
Harrington said to me in the evening prior to the burglary that he had 
had an anonymous letter that they were going to break open his safe, 
and that I had better not be there that evening. I told him, " Very 
well." I then went up to my dinner, and I did not come down any more 
to the office until the next morning about five o'clock, or maybe a little 
after or before. He told me to stay up to the club-room until he came -, 
that he would be there about ten o'clock. 

Q. He told you to go to the club-room and stay until he came ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You were staying there, then, in pursuance of that request, waiting 
for him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you expect he would get in after the club closed ? — A. 
There was always a watchman, so I was informed by this gentleman 
who had charge of the room 5 that one of the waiters always staid up 
all night. 

Q. Did he come ? — A. He did not come, sir, as I saw. I did not see 
him. 

Q. Did any one else come in after the club closed— after twelve o'clock! 
— A. I don't think they did. 

Q. Did anyone come and make any inquiry of the watchman at the 
door ! — A. Xo, sir 5 not that I heard of. 1 was not at the door, exactly. 
I was distant as far as from here to that fire-place from the door. 

Q. What time did Mr. Evans leave the club ! — A. I think he left 
about one or a little after one. 

Q. Did any^one come after him ? — A. No, sir; nobody that I saw came 
after him. 

Q. What time did the other gentlemen leave ! — A. I don't know what 
time they left. I left him there in the morning when I left at five o'clock. 

Q. He did not go out with Mr. Evans! — A. Kot that I saw. 

Q. You saw Mr. Evans go out ! — A. No, sir. I thought you were 
speaking of William Evans, the clerk in our office. 

Q. I mean the Evans that went in and laid down on the sofa. — A. 
That was John O. Evans. I don't know what time he went out. 

Q. William Evans went out about one o'clock ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did any one come after him! — A. No, sir; not that I know of. I 
think he said, "1 am going; I am not going to wait any longer for Mr. 
Harrington." I think that was his remark to me. Says I, "Generally 
I obey orders, and I will wait here till day but what I will see him if he 
comes." 

Q. When did Mr. Harrington tell you that he had received this anon- 
ymous letter! — A. I think it was about 6 o'clock on the day prior to the 
burglary. 

Q. The day before! — A. It was this afternoon, and the burglary was 
committed to-night, say. 

Q. You had never heard of it before! — A. No, sir. I then did not 
think much of it; I thought persons coming on such a visit as that 
would not notify any person.' 

Q. Where did you spend the night before! — A. In the office. 

Q. Do you sleep in the office! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is your business, to sleep in the office! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you go to bed regularly that night! — A. O yes; I went to bed 
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regalarly. I have no regular hour, within the last month, of going to 
bed. I used to be very regular at 10 o'clock; but for the last two or 
three months I have not been, they being busy until eleven and twelve. 

Q. But there was nothing unusual occurred the night before with 
you? — A. Fo, sir; nothing at all. 

Q. Nobody requested you to stay up, or anything, the night before? — 
A. No, sir; nobody requested me to stay up, or anything, the night 
before. 

Q. You went to bed when you got ready? — A. Yes, sir; I generally 
go down before I go to bed, and look at the fire, and see if it is all safe, 
and Mr. Harrington's room, and the judge's; then I see that all the 
other doors are fastened, and then I shove to the outside front door and 
the inside front door in the vestibule — I put a b6lt on that last fall — and 
bolt it on the inside, and then I go up stairs and go to bed. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. You did not keep the office lighted up the night before? — A. 1 do 
not think I did, sir. 

Q. You had no instructions of that kind? — A. I don't think I did, sir. 
It is a question with me whether I did light it; it seems to me as if I 
think 1 did, but I would not be positive about it. 

Q. You know you went to bed at your regular hour?— A. Yes, sir. 
Now, every evening when the judge is home, I light up his room and 
turn it down dim. Mr. Harrington very seldom comes to the office of 
an evening. 

Q. Well, he was not there the evening before? — A. I don't think he 
was; I couldn't say positive, sir, and I don't know whether I lit up his 
room oy not, but it seems to me that I did ; I would not be certain about 
it. 

Q. You put out the lights before you went to bed? — A. O yes; I 
always do that, except the light in the hall, and that I turn dim. 

Q. So that that night everything was quiet by 12 o'clock? — A. Yes, sir; 
everything was quiet by 12 o'clock, and the door bolted, and I went to 
bed. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. About what time of night was it, as nearly as you can tell, that 
Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Mattingly, and Mr. Stanton left the club-house? — A. 
I cannot tell you, sir; they came in and went out, not together, but went 
out separately. 

Q. About what time was it? — A. I could'nt say ; it was after ten, be- 
tween ten and twelve, but I did not charge my mind. 

Q. How late in the night did you see John O. Evans th^re ? — A. I 
think that I saw Mr. Evans there at 12 o'clock; I wouldn't say positive 
about that. 

Q. That is John O. Evans ? — A. Yes, sir ; I remember he came in and 
spoke to me, and I was sitting there, I think, reading or smoking, I don't 
know which. 

By Mr. Jewbtt : 
Q. Then I understand you to say that he went into the room and laid 
down ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson: 
Q. How long he staid after that you do not know ? — A. No, sir, I 
think I sat on a chair or went to sleep, and then they dimmed the light 
so that I could not say whether there was anybody lying on the lounges 
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at all, but before I went to sleep the lights were not dim, and I did see 
him distinctly lying on the lounge. 

Q. Where was this other man at that time! — A. He was in the room. 

Q. Was he lying down, too ! — A. 1 could'nt say whether he was or 
not. 

Q. But he was in there ? — A. He was in the room. 

Q. Have you ever seen that man before ? — A. I have not that I know 
of; I think I have seen him in the District, although I would not be 
positive, before this thing occurred. 

Q. What kind of a looking man was he ? — A. I didn't examine him. 

Q. Was he a large or a small man ! — A. He was a medium-sized man. 

Q. Young or old ! — A. He was a man about 35 or 40 years, I should 
ludge. 

Q. That is all you know about it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect of seeing any other person or persons there that 
night than those you have named ? — A. I don't remember but what Dr. 
what's-hisname came in there. He is superintendent, I think, of the 
. I know his name well ; he is connected with the board of pub- 
lic works. 

Q. Dr. Blake ? — A. IS'o, sir ;. not him. He is down at the territorial 
headquarleri on Fourih and-a-half street. I know him well, but I cannot 
think of his name. He pays off lamplighters. 

Q. How long was he there ? — A. He was there, I think, a right good 
while. 

Q. About what time did he leave? — A. I think they all left pretty 
near about the same time ; about 12 or 1 o'clock. 

Q. What time in the day was it that Mr. Harrington told you that he 
did not want you to be there that night f — A. It was, I think, near 5 
o'clock ; about half past four, probably. Mr. Harrington told me that 
he wanted to see me about four, or half past four o'clock that evening, I 
think. Of course, after my duties were through over at court, I then 
waited over at the office for him to return from the Capitol. He came 
in, I think, about four, or half past four o'clock, and he told me then 
that he had got this anonymous letter, and what was going to take 
place, and that I had better not be there. "Very well," said I. 

Q. Then did he tell you to meet him at the club-house? — A. I think 
he did, sir. No 5 1 think he said for me to stay there until he came. 

Q. Did he tell you to go to the club-house ? — A. 1 think he did 5 yes, 
sir. 

Q. And remain there until he came? — A. Yes, sir, and stay until he 
came. 

Q. Cannot you recollect anything that Evans said to you when he 
came to the club-house 1 — A. No, sir 5 we had no conversation, I don't> 
think. While we were there he came down from upstairs and asked 
me if I had anything to eat ; if I would not have a drink ; and I told 
him I had just had a lunch, and I had had something to drink. I don't 
know whether he asked me to have a cigar or not. I told him I had a 
cigar, or something like that ; but he asked me, as I say, if I had had 
anything to eat, and if I did not want something. 

Q. That is about all that passed between you ? — A. That is about all 
that passed between us, excepting Mr. Evans said to me that he wais 
going home, and I said very well, I should stay until Mr. Harrington 
came or it was time to go to ray office-work. 

The committee adjourned until 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, May 13, 1874. 
The committee met at 10 a. m. 

Columbus Alexander, haviDg been duly sworn, testified as fol- 
lows: 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Will you state to the committee what you know in relation 
to this matter of the safe robbery, if anything V-Answer. Well, sir, in 
reference to the safe robbery I know nothing of my own knowledge ; 
but there are some facts within my knowledge which perhaps ought to 
come before this committee. 

Q. State any facts within your knowledge. — A. I have prepared a 
written statement, as follows : 

First iDterview, between 7tb and 18th April, 1874. At this interview Butler was in- 
troduced to me by Mr. W. W. Deniaine. 

Butler told me substantially that he had a friend who had been a book-keeper for 
John 0. Evans, and that he or bis friend had the books of original entries, and that 
the books which had been produced before the committee were not the genuine books. 
That these original books were not now. in the city, but that they could be produced. 
I told him that, of course, we wanted all the evidence that could be produced in this 
matter of investigation, but our whole purpose was to arrive at the truth. 

He intimated that his friend ought to be paid, but I promptly and emphatically re- 
plied that I had uniformly refused to pay any witness for his testimony, or for hifi ser- 
vices in procuring testimony; but as these books were out of the city, I would pay 
the expense of having them sent here, such as the freight by express or railroad, and 
nothing more. He thereupon assured me of his desire to serve the memorialists, and 
promised to use his influence with his friend to have him produce the books, as he was 
the custodian of them, and to which he (Butler) also had free access, and had at one 
time acted as the clerk of John O. Evans and made entries upon these books, when the 
hook-keeper was otherwise engaged. 

Second interview, between same dates. 

I only met him for a moment upon the footway near the street-car stand of the F 
street line, at the Capitol. He said he would not be able to get the books here until 
about the middle of the week. 

Third interview, between 20th and 23d April, 1874. 

At this interview he brought another man, and I went to the parlor and then opened 
the front door, and he, with his companion, stepped into the hall and to the first door 
leading to the parlor, and said : " This is the man that will bring you the books. Look, 
at him, so you will know him." 

The interview was short. Just as they were leaving, the man that called himself 
Butler said, *' How about compensation ? " I replied, " I will do nothing but what I 
told you ;" meaning, of course, that I would only pay the expense of bringing the books 
here by express, or railroad, as I had before expressly stated. 

I desire to add that I spoke freely of this matter to my counsel and my friends 
among the memorialists and others that called to see me, and I sent word to Judge 
Wilson, of the Committee on the District Investigation, by Mr. Bigelow, about it, some 
few days prior to the 18th of April, 1874, as you will find fromi the questions he asked 
through mistake of another Mr. Butler, called as a witness, found on page 1283, testi- 
mony of Committee of Investigation. I also instructed my counsel, Mr. Christy, to 
speak to the committee, or some of them, and he subsequently informed me that he 
had advised some of them about it. 

No mention was made at any time of any improper means having to be used, and 
after H. C. Evans brought the books to the committee-room, Mr. Christy advised me 
that we did not need any other books of John O. Evans. 

No mention was made at any. time of any papers or books being in the possession of 
Mr. Harrington. His name was never mentioned, nor thought of by me in this con- 
nection. 

The foreeoins: is all that occurs to me at this moment. 

C. ALEXANDER. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. You do not know whether his name is Batler or not ? — ^A. That is the 
name that Mr. Demaine introduced him by. 
5 S B 
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Q. Who is Mr. Demaine ? — A. He is out here ; you can have him sum- 
moned ; he has a written statement all prepared. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Demaine; who is he! — A. He is a surveyor 
here, and has been a surveyor here for some time. He can give some 
very interesting facts in relation to this matter that will throw some 
light upon it. 

Q. At the time they were there that night, did you hear the bell ? — 
A. No, sir ; I never heard a sound of it. 

Q. You were at home i:hat night ! — A. O, yes ; as I am generally. 

Q. If the bell rings, ijyour room so situated that you would be likely 
to hear it ? — A. I think so, sir. If I did not, I think very probably some 
of my servants would hear it. 

Q. How near is the basement-bell to where your servants sleep ? — 
A. Well, sir, it is some distance ; but it would be heard by some one in 
the house. I have quite a large family. I have four or five servants, 
and I know that somebody would have heard it in the house. 

Q. Then you think it was impossible that the bell could have been 
rung for a considerable length of time ! — ^A. O, it is possible that the 
bell might have been rung and nobody have heard it. 

Q. This was about 3 o'clock at night ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman ; 

Q. Have you seen this prisoner ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he introduce him as Mr. Benton to you ? — A. Well, he brought 
the man in, and it appeared to me that I had seen that man around the 
police-station. He came in, and said he, " Look at him ; do you kn ow 
him F I thought I had seen the man around the police-station. It 
never occurred to me until the man went out — for it was only about a 
minute — it never occurred to me that he had brought him as a witness ; 
that he had brought him with a view of entrapping me. Immediately 
after he left the door that occurred to me. 

Q. What sort of a looking man was he? — A. He was a pretty stout 
man 5 about your size, I think. 

Q. Had he whiskers or mustache ? — A. No, sir. I think he was a 
man about your size, and I think he had light hair. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Was it in the day or night time ? — A. The last interview was at 
night } but the other interviews were all in the day-time. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. When Mr. Demaine brought Mr. Butler to you how did he intro- 
duce him to you ? — A. As Mr. Butler. 

Q. But what did he say ? — A. He said, '^ Here is Mr. Butler, who has 
some important information to communicate with reference to some 
books.'' Then Butler said, " I would like to see you in private." 

Q. Where was this ? — A. That was at my house. 

Q. The first interview was at your house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At what time in the day ? — A. Well, I guess it was about this 
time — no, it was earlier than this — it might have been later. It was in 
the morning, before 12 o'clock. 

Q. Did Mr. Demaine say to you that he knew Mr. Butler? — A. No, 
sir; not until several days afterward. I took it for granted that he 
knew Mr. Butler when he brought him there, but I found out afterward 
that he did not know him any more than I did. 

Q. Mr. Butler said to you that he wanted to see you in private ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 
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Q. What did Mr. Demaine do then ? — A. Mr. Demaine sat down in 
the basement of my office, and we went to the parlor, Mr. Butler 
and myself. Then Mr. Butler and Mr. Demaine left the house together 
afterward. 

Q. How long was that interview ? — A. O, it was not more than five 
minutes. 

Q. Did you ask him where these books were ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did he say they were ? — A. He said they were out of the 
city. That is all the reply he gave. 

Q. He did not tell you where !— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him where he lived ? — A. I did not, although I took 
it for granted Mr. Demaine knew, and I supposed that he knew him, in 
fact, or I should have gone pretty thoroughly into him. 

Q. Mr. Demaine did not tell you how he became acquainted with him? — 
A. No, sir; not until after the occurrence of the burglary. 

Q. Did he say to you in the conversation or interview that these 
books and papers would implicate any others besides Mr. Evans! — A. 
No, sir; I do not think he did. I am not certain about that; but the books 
were what 1 was desirous to produce before the committee. He may 
Lave mentioned other papers, but I am not certain about that. 

Q. Did he mention any other parties except Evans; did he mention 
any other names ? — A. I think he said that it showed all the entries 
between John O. Evans and the board of public works ; all the busiuess 
transactions. 

Q. Did you ask him what the nature of those others were ? — A. No, 
sir, I did not, for I took it for granted that it would show all their 
transactions. 

Q. Did you ask him whether there was anything there that would 
implicate Governor Shepherd! — A. Well, I took it for granted that if 
there was anything in those books it might implicate Governor Shep- 
herd. 

Q. Did you not ask him that question? — A. I might have done so. 

Q. What do you think !-^A. Well, I think it is probable 1 may 
have done so. 

Q. Did you ask him if there was anything in those books that would 
be likely to implicate General Babcock? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You said nothing about General Babcock. — No, sir; for I had 
nothing to do with General Babcock. 

Q. You went into no details then with him as to what the books would 
show? — A. Only what it showed with the board of public works. 

Q. Did you go into any details with him as to what they would 
show in reference to the board of public works ? — A. Nothing was said 
about details, or in reference to any details. 

Q. He said to you that the books that had been presented to this- 
committee were not the real books of original entry ? — A. Yes, sir ; and 
that the original books had been sent out of the city. 

Q. That the real books would show different transactions ? — ^A. That 
is what I understood him to say. 

Q. And that he had been in the employ of Evans? — A. Yes, sir; he 
had made the entries on the books himself he said. 

Q. Did he leave you to infer that if those original books would be 
procured they would involve the board of public works ? — A. Well, that 
was my impression. I inferred that I think rather from what he said. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. I understood you to say that you inferred it from what he said ? — 
A. I inferred it from what he said. 
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By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You say that yoa told him that you would pay express charges or 
railroad charges for the transportation of the books here, and nothing 
more ? — A. Yes, feir. 

Q. Did he name any amount that would be neq|pssary ? — ^A. Ko, sir ; 
he never said a word about that. 

Q. No amount that would probably be necessary to get them was 
named by any party ? — A. No, sir ; he did not say that he wanted any- 
thing for himself, but for his friend. 

Q. But he did not name any amount ? — A. O, no, not a word. If he 
had he would have got kicked out of the house. 1 made up my* mind 
on that. It is not the first man who has approached me since the com- 
mencement of this investigation. I have the names of some of the par- 
ties and proposed to prove it on them too 5 some men that I am informed 
are now in the employ of the board. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. He did not ask you for a little advance of money ? — A. No, sir; if 
he had he would not have got it. 
Q. He did not suggest anything of the kind ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Nothing was said about paying any money for the expenses of the 
party to go and get the books ?— A. O, no, not a word. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Did you prepare that statement yourself? — A. I did, sir. It is 
copied in my son's handwriting. I prepared the original and have it 
in my pocket. 

Q. Have you shown it to your counsel ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you make any corrections in it, or changes in it, after submit- 
ting it to them ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Were they with you when you prepared it ? — A. No, sir 5 I pre- 
pared it myself. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. When did you prepare it ? — A. I prepared it a few days after the 
burglary. 

Q. Not yesterday ? — A. O, no. I had it copied yesterday. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Did that man whom this Butler introduced to you give you any 
intimation when he was going to bring those books to you ? — A. I 
think the first interview, as I said before, occurred between the 1st 
and 7th. 

Q. I mean the last interview when he brought the man to you and 
asked you to look and recognize him? — A. No, he did not name any 
time. He only said, " This is the man who will bring you the books." 

Q. What did this man say to you ? — A. That was all. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him ? — A. Not a word. I ex- 
changed not a word with him. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Would you know the man if you saw him again? — A. I think I 
would. It was almost night-time, but by gas-liglit, and I think I 
would know him. 
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By Mr. Hijbbell : 

Q. Did you not tell him that you wanted them soon, if you were 
going to get them ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Was there no ^reement by which you were to pay his actual 
expenses? — A. No, sir, not a dollar. I would not have paid a dollar 
more than to pay to brings them here. He appeared to be anxious to 
serve the memorialists, as I supposed. 

Q. Nothing was said about expenses ? — A. Not a word, sir, except the 
single expense. He said at first, as I have stated in that paper, that his 
friend ought to be paid, and I replied as 1 have stated. 

-By the Chairman : 

Q. He mentioned no amount 1 — ^A. No, sir. 
By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Were they to send those "books to you by express, or were they to 
bring them to you? — A. Well, I do not know how they were to come. 
I supposed that the books would have been sent to him and he would 
deliver the books to me. That is the way I supposed they would come, 
for which I told him I would pay the expense on them. Inasmuch as it 
was out of the city, I thought it would be a pretty hard thing to make 
him pay the expense of bringing the books on here; that it was nothing 
more than fair and just that I should pay the expense of bringing the 
books on. 

Q. Did this Mr. Butler say that he lived here in the city? — A. He 
did not say where he lived, and I did not think about asking him. I 
supposed he did live here. There were several of that name, and I 
know a family of Butlers here, and I supposed it was some of them. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You say that this second interview was in the night : what time ? 
— A. Well, I think it was about 8 or 9 o'clock. 

Q. At your own house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The two came together ? — A. They came down into the basement — 
there are a large number of persons in my h€m^, maybe six or seven 
—and put his head in the door. He drew it immediately back and says, 
" You seem to be engaged." That was his remark. Then I stepped to 
the door, and he asked me to go to the parlor. He went outside and I 
went up through the back way and met him at the door, and opened 
the door for him, and as he stepped in he made that remark. My family 
was in the parlor at the time. He just stepped to the front door leading 
to the parlor, and made the statement that he did. 

Q. You did not ask him to bring the books that evening to you if he 
could ? — A. No, sir. 

Q- Did he say that he would bring them to you the following day ? — 
A. No ; he never fixed any time at all. 

Q. Did you mention these things at the time to your counsel ? — A, 
The next morning 1 mentioned it early, and 1 think he told me that he 
went and spoke to some of the committee. I apprehended that there 
was some trouble : that he contemplated some scheme ; and I told Mr. 
Christy that I would be glad if he would go and mention it to some of 
the committee. I was fearful that the fellow was up to some scheme ; 
was about to put some job up on me ; and I think Mr. Christy said that 
he did mention it to some member of the committee. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. I believe you stated that you had some conversation with some 
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member of the committee ? — A. No, sir ; I never liad any conversation 
with them, and I do not think 1 ever so stated. 

Q. It was through your counsel ? — A. Yes, sir ; I have been very care- 
ful in approaching any gentleman upon this committee. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. How long' was it after the brought his friend there before this 
burglary occurred f — A. 1 think it was between the 20th and 23d. The 
burglary occurred on the night of the 23d, I think. 

Q. A day or two before then ? — A. Two or three days. 

Q. Two or three days before the burglary occurred ^ — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Before you had your first interview with Butler had Demaine ad- 
vised you or given you information that he had met a man here by the 
name of Butler! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And had he fixed a time when he would bring Butler to your 
house ? — ^A. I will tell you in reference to that. He came up and told 
me that a man could furnish those books or was the custodian of them. 
I think he said that he represented to him that he was the clerk or had 
acted as clerk. 

Q. Then did you fix a time when they could come to your place ? — A. 
Then he said he would bring him up to see me. I told him *' very good,'' 
I w ould like to see him, and have a talk with him ; and he brought him 
up and came with him himself. That was the first interview. 

Q. When, as I understand, you took the man, said to be Butler, from 
your office into your parlor and had this private, personal interview 
with him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, at that interview the subject of these books was discussed 
and the method of obtaining them ? — A. No, there was no discussion 
about that. He simply said he or his friend was the custodian of the 
books, and he would produce the books. There was no discussion about 
the matter. 

Q. Did he say anything upon that occasion with reference to it being 
necessary for him to go to Baltimore in the prosecution of this matter ? 
— A. No, sir, he never said a word about that. 

Q. Or that he wouJd have to see anybody in Baltimore ? — A. No, sir ; 
ne never mentioned that. 

Q. Did he say anything in reference to his giving you an answer on 
the following Monday ? — A. I think he said he would produce the books 
some time during the next week, or some time in the middle of the week. 

Q. Did you say anything to him on that occasion that you would hold 
yourself responsible for a thousand dollars f — A. Never, sir. 

Q. That if more was required you would have to consult with your 
counsel and some of the gentlemen of the committee? — A. No, sir; I 
would not have been such a fool as to have made any promise of that 
kind. 

Q. Did you make any agreement with him, or have an understand- 
ing with him that night, that you would meet hin/ at the Capitol on the 
following Monday f — A. 1 t^hink he asked me this question, " Where can 
1 see you." I told him it was very doubtful where he could see me ; that 
I was attending at the Capitol during this investigation. He then re- 
marked to me, "What time do you go to the Capitol *?'' I told him it 
was about half past 9 o'clock. He then said, " Well, perhaps I will try 
and see you at the Capitol as you get out of the cars.'' As I got out of 
the cars, on Monday, I think, or Tuesday following, but I do not recol- 
lect which now, I saw the man on the pavement, and Mr. Christy was 
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along with me ; and as I passed the man beckoned to me, and as I 
passed along I asked Mr. Christy to look at the man ; that is, after I 
came back, I asked him if he recollected of seeing the man. He said 
" Yes,^ but he did not know whether he could recognize him or not. 

Q. Did he ask to borrow or get some money from you the first 
night *? — A. 1^0, sir. 

Q. Did he ask you for some money, saying that he wanted to borrow 
some to get back to Baltimore and New York, and you declined to let 
him have any! — A. No, sir. That would have excited my suspicion 
immediately, if he had. 

Q. Was not the first interview in the evening? — A. I think not. I 
think it was in the morning. 

By the Chaibman : 

Q. Before you came to the Capitol! — A. Yes, sir; that is my im- 
pression. 

Q. Might it not have been in the evening after you returned ? — A. 
Well, my present impression is that it was iu the morning, but it might 
have been in the evening. 

W. W. Demaine, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

By the Chairman : 

Q. I understand that you have prepared a written statement. — A. I 
have, at the request of Mr. Alexander. He thought that the parties I 
had been introduced to had something to do with this matter, and I 
brought the statement on that account. I have it with me. 

Q. When did you prepare it? — A. About a week ago; since the 
breaking open of this safe. It is probably not more than a week, and 
may be not as much. 

Q. Produce it and read it.^A. I have endeavored, according to the 
best of my recollection, to state all the circumstances in the order in 
which they occurred, and I thought if I was to make a statement here I 
might not get them in the proper order. Mr. Alexander returned it to 
me, and thought I had better read it. 

The statement is follows : 

Washington, May 5, 1874. 

Dear Sir : In compliance with your request, I herewith transmit a detailed state- 
ment of the facts connected with the parties who had proposed to produce certain books 
containing the original entries of the transactions of an extensive contractor by the 
name of Evans with the board of public works, so far, at least, as I have any knowledge 
of them. On or about the early part or middle of April, I met on one of the East Capitol 
street cars a stranger, who, in a very familiar manner, commenced a conversation by 
addressing me by my name. I had no recollection of having ever seen him before, but 
one of my neighbors had told my family that a man answering that description had 
been making some inquiries about me, and had said that he wished to purchase a lot 
and build and open a lager-beer saloon. In the course of his conversation with me in 
the car he intimated the same intention, stating, further, that he was a German and 
had carried on that business before. As ho had inquired of me the value of ground in 
iny neighborhood, and how an establishment of that kind would answer in that locality, 
I told him that I did not think it would answer in that neighborhood. A few days 
after this he called at my house to see me on the same subject, and in the course of the 
conversation I told him that I would not advise him to make a purchase just yet. I 
thought that, perhaps, it would be better to wait the result of an investigation which 
was now iu/progress at the Capitol. This suggestion had the effect of changing the 
subject, and appeared to have awakened in the mind of the stranger a new idea. 
Looking at me very earnestly, he remarked, " Since I have been stopping in the city I 
have made the acquaintance of a young man by the name of Butler, who has been a 
foreman or book-keeper for one of the contractors with the board of public works. I 
think he said his name was Evans, or something like that. Butler and I were taking 
a drink together last night, when he told me he had in his keeping certain books be- 
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longinff to Evans, which had been laid aside, others having been substituted in their 
place." ** Now," said he, " this young fellow told me last night that the books which he 
had were the genuine books, in which the original entries had been made." I listened to 
his statement with some attention, making considerable allowance for errors which might 
have been imbibed with the lager and whisky. My German friend not finding me as 
apt aa he could have wished, proposed that he should introduce me to his friend Butler, 
with whom he said I could talk better than he could, being a foreigner, and neither 
speaking nor understanding the American language so well. After some further con- 
versation, I promised that I would try and meet him at the time and place he appointed 
for an introduction to his friend Butler. Attaching no great importance to the affair, 
and having other engagements at the time, I failed to fulfill my promise. But early 
the next morning my German friend paid me another visit, and strongly insisted that 
I should accompany him to the Marble Saloon, where his friend was then waiting for 
him. I excused myself by saying it would be impossible for me to go then, as I had 
some other iinportant business to attend to. But after he had further urged the im- 
portance of my attending to the matter, I promised to mnet him at the Marble Saloon, 
at the southwest intersection of Pennsylvania avenue and Ninth street, northwest, 
about noon, which was the time which best suited my convenience. True to the ap- 
pointment, we met at the time and place agreed on, when my German friend, according 
to his promise, took me down into the Marble Saloon and introduced me to his friend, 
John Butler. My new friend claimed to have been acquainted with me some time before, 
and his face^ippearing somewhat familiar to me, I supposed we might have met before. 
After leaving the saloon my German friend opened the business for which we had met 
in the following manner : ** Mr. Butler, will you tell Mr. Demaine what about them books 
you was telling me about the other night ?" Mr. Butler, in seeming astonishment, angrily 
inquired what books he meant. " Why^ don't you know you told me the other night that 
you had or could get the book which you kept for Evans, the contractor ?" *' I tola you no 
such a thing ; you misunderstood me entirely," said Butler. " Well," said my German 
friend, " you can tell him what you did tell me." After a short pause, Butler, eyeing his 
faithful friend with defiant frown, stepped aside and beckoned me toward him, address- 
ing me in an undertone as follows : '*Mr. Demaine, what did that d d ignorant 

Dutchman tell you ? " I answered that he had told me nothing of any importance, and 
perceiving that he appeared very angry with the Dutchman as he called him, I gave 
him to understand that if he knew anything which he did not want me to know he 
was under no obligations to tell me, and that I could assure him that, so far as I was 
concerned in the mat'ter, he would get nothing for his information. After modestly 
assuring me that he did not expect anything, ** but." said he, " I know that he told you 
that I said I had kept Evans's books, which is a lie; I never told him anything of the 
kind; I might have told him that I had a friend who had kept Evans's books, to which 
I had had constant access all the time I was in Evans's employ." I asked him if he was 
then in Evans's employ, to which he answered no, nor had not been for several months. 

" The d d fool," he continued, " he knew I had been drinking and was a little tight." 

At this moment the Dutchman, (as he called him,) getting impatient, came toward us 
as if desiring to know what we were talking about. Perceiving this, Butler proposed 
that we should walk round the square in order to avoid the obnoxious intrusion of his 
false friend. As we walked along he continued. "As he has already told you so much 
about it, I might as well tell you the rest. I had not intended to blow, but upon more 
mature reflection I think it would be perfectly right to«do so. While I was in Evans's 
employ I did all in my power to keep things straight ; I did not keep his books, it is 
true, but I frequently overhauled them, and occasionally made entries in them when 
the book-keeper was otherwise engaged. These books are now in the custody of my 
friend who was Evans's book-keeper, and if you wish it I can get thtni for you at any- 
time. They are the original and genuine books containing all the accounts between* 
Evans and the board of public works." I remarked that they had already been submitted 
for the inspection of the investigating committee, to which he replied, " No, not them, but 
others, which were forgeries." I inquired if he knew that to be true ; he answered that 
he did. As we passed the door of Mr. Shepherd's office on C street, he pointed in that 
direction and murmured in a significant tone, ''The governor has no further use for me 
now ; but when I was in Evans's employ he promised to set me up in business when I 
got through with Evans." " He did," said L " Yes, he did ; and when I call on him he is 
always too much engaged to attend to me now, and never has any money on hand 
now." At this moment, starting up as if a new idea had entered his mind, he said, "Yes, 
I will ; I tell you what I will do, Mr. De Maine ; if you will introduce me to some one of 
the memorialist gentlemen who will not mention my name, I will introduce you to my 
friend who has the books, and at my request he will give them up to you to make any 
use you please of them." I told him I would see Mr. Alexander and obtain his opiuiob 
about the matter. He then proposed that I should go and see Mr. Alexander, and said he 
would wait for me in front of the Metropolitan Hotel. In accordance with this arrange- 
ment I called on you, and it was finally agreed that I should bring Mr. Butler to see 
you. I found him waiting, as per agreement, in front of the Metropolitan Hotel. I 
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told him that you were waiting to see him. On our arrival I introduced him to you, 
»mt what passed between you of course I know nothing about. After the interview we 
walked together down Seventh street, during which he told me that on the Tuesday 
evening following he would introduce me to his friend, Mr. Evans's book-keeper, who 
would hand me the books. At this moment I met a friend, with whom I stopped a few 
minutes, during which I lost sight of Mr. Butler, and have never seen him since. I 
have since endeavored to find my German friend several times,butthus far I have been 
unsuccessful. 

Yours, respectfully, 

W. W. DE MAINE. 
To Columbus Alexander, Esq. 

These are all the facts that I know. 
By Mr. STEWART : 

Q. Where was it that you introduced him to Mr. Alexander ? — A. At 
his residence. I parted with Butler on the avenue, and he went toward 
the Metropolitan Hotel, and I' kept on, as I had engaged to do, to Mr. 
Alexander's house, on F street. I told him the circumstance,, and he 
told roe he would like me to bring the man up. 

Q. Then you brought him up? — A. I did so; but he requested to 
have a private interview with him. I thought it seemed strange, be- 
cause he had told me, as I supposed, everything. I could not see any 
reason why he wished to have a private interview with Mr. Alexander; 
bat, however, I thought it might be his way of doing business ; I did 
not tbiuk anything of it. 1 waited there until he came down. He 
went up into another room in Mr. Alexander's house, and we started 
oat together. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. How long was he up there ? — A. Probably about ten njinutes, I 
would suppose ; not more. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Alexander after that 
about it<? — A. Not until some days afterward. Mr. Alexander heard 
something which led him to think that there was some design in this 
matter ; that it was intended as a fraud. After the man made his 
escape from me in that way I began to think things were not right. I 
sapposed that he wanted to be introduced to some of the memorialists, 
aod when he had arranged some plan to give up the books, that prob- 
ably he intended to go to Mr. Shepherd and tell him what he intended 
to do, and by that means get some money out of him. That was the 
idea that struck me at tirst. 

Q. He professed to have been in Shepherd's employ ? — A. In Evans's 
employment ; but that Shepherd and himself had always been good 
friends. That is the way he stated it. He mentioned John O. Evans. 
I three or four times inquired where these books were ; but he always 
evaded the question. He seemed as if he wanted to tell me something 
else. I never got to know where those books were kept ; but I inferred 
from some remarks that they were at Mr. Evans's office. I did not 
know where that office was. He gave me to understand that the origi- 
nal books had been thrown away, and probably that Evans did not 
know they were in existence ; that probably he thought they had been 
destroyed, but that he and his partner had kept them, thinking they 
might find some use for them. This was the idea that I inferred from 
the remarks he made. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Did he ask you how much you thought Mr. Alexander would be 
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willing to pay for the books ? — A. O, I told him very plainly that neither 
myself nor Mr. Alexander would give him anything. He said he did 
not expect anything. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. How did you know that Mr. Alexander would not give anything f — 
A. Well, I thought I was well enough acquainted with Mr. Alexander 
to know th^t he would not. I do not see why he should. 

Q. You did not know that he would not ! — A. Well, I thought I knew, 
at any rate. I knew that I would not. He gave me to understand that 
it wa« in consequence of his conceiving himself to have been badly 
treated by those parties — by Evans in particular, and that he had deter- 
mined to ** blow,'' as he called it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You got the impression from him, I suppose, by the conversation, 
that these books did contain something material, if you could get hold 
of them ?— ^A. Well, I thought it was very possible that the books that 
had been presented to this committee might be forgeries, because I had 
heard the testimony of some of these contractors and I had no great 
confidence in them. I thought they might be guilty of such things. 

Q. Did he not lead you to infer, from his conversation, that if these 
real books could be procured they would be valuable to the memorial- 
ists ? — A. That is what he told me. 

Q. That they would be valuable testimony ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q.'Did he say or intimate that they would implicate other parties, or 
that they would implicate members of the board if produced ? — A. Well, 
he did not say anything exactly in that way ; but he said they were 
very different from those that had been produced. No, he did not say 
anything about anybody being implicated, or anything of that kind ; 
but he led me to inter that from the fact that he said they were very 
different, and that they contained all the transactions that had trans- 
pired between the contractor, Evans, and the board of public works. 
He mentioned no particular name, except as we passed the rear door of 
the governor's store, then he mentioned his name two or three times. 

Q. You have not been able to find your German friend, you say? — A. 
At the request of Mr. Alexander I made five or six attempts to do so. 
He had given me his address — well, not exactly his address, but he had 
given me the number of the house where he boarded. It was 9th street, 
400 and something; I forget the unit. I went to the place and found 
it was no German hotel, as he described, where he boarded ; but there 
was one a few doors above. Not knowing his name, I could not find 
him. I went in and asked the bar-keeper if there was a German — de- 
scribing him as well as 1 could — a man standing about five feet ten 
inches, medium, sandy hair. Well, they said they had between thirty 
and forty boarders, and he could not make out anything from my de- 
scription. I went where I met the party before — down in the Marble 
Saloon. The man who keeps that saloon I knew — he had previously 
been a pupil of mine, some time ago, studying mathematics — and he 
said he had seen this man there two or three times, but he did not know 
anything about him — the man Butler, I mean now. He did not think 
he had been long in the city, although he told me that he had known 
me for some years before ; but a great many people know me that I 
cannot recognize. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. When you went to see Mr. Alexander, what did you say to him ?— 
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A. Well, I told him pretty much the conversation that had taken place 
between both me and the German, and myself and Butler. Well, he 
thought, or seemed to think, that these books might be of some impor- 
tance, and as I had represented them to him as being thrown away (for 
that is the impression that I had) by Evans, he thought there could be 
nothing wrong in accepting them. 

Q. Did he ask you if you knew Butler? — A. I told him that 1 had 
never seen the man before, to my knowledge. 

Q- Xou told him that he was a total stranger to you ? — A. He was, I 
thought 5 but he insisted that he had known me. 

Q. But you told Mr. Alexander that he was a total stranger to you ! — 
A. I did, and also the German ; that they were both strangers. 

Q. You told Alexander that those people were both strangers to you ? — 
A. 1 did ; and that I had never seen Butler after that day, nor have I 
yet. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. This statement is addressed to Mr. Alexander! — A. He requested 
me to state all the particulars. 

Q. Did you deliver it to him ? — A. I did, and he returned it. He 
thought that, perhaps, as I am not a very fluent speaker, I could read 
my own statement, and in making that out I endeavored to place the 
circumstances just in the order in which, to the best of my memory, 
they had occurred. 

Q. When did you deliver the statement to Mr. Alexander ? — A. I sup- 
pose it is a week — immediately after I heard about this safe being 
blown open. I do not know whether it had any connection with it or 
not, but Mr. Alexander seemed to think it had. 

Q. When was it handed back to you ? — A. Yesterday. It was sup- 
posed I would be called upon yesterday, and says he, " 1 reckon you had 
better take this and read it before the committee;'' and I took it. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him about the statement? — 
A. Not particularly. 

Q. Well, did you have any ! — A. When I gave it to him, and he read 
it, he said that was all he wanted. He thought that was nearly correct. 
Mr. Alexander had seen this man two or three times after my introduc- 
tion to him ; but. I never saw him but that once. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with any other parties about this 
statement 1 — A. No; I do not believe that I have had particularly. I 
might have said something to my family. 

Q. I will particularize ; to either of the counsel for the memorialists ? 
—A. No ; I, on the contrary, contended that it could not have any con- 
nection with this affair. I could not see how they could in any way be 
connected. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with them about it ? — A. Mr. Alex- 
ander insisted that it had and I contended that it had not. 

Q. You do not understand me, sir. I ask you if you had any conver- 
sation with either Mr. Merrick or Mr. Christy about this statement of 
yours? — A. Not until after I had given this letter to him. Then he 
told me that it might be of some importance, and he thought I had bet- 
ter go before the grand jury. 

Q. Who told you ? — A. Mr. Christy. I made similar statements — I 
(lid not have the letter with me before the grand jury — ^but T stated all 
the facts as near as I could as they occurred. I could not connect it, 
some way or another ; I never thought that it had anything to do with 
this safe-blowing. « 
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By the Chairman : 

Q. You thought that these were honest fellows, trying to do justice f 
— A. Well, with regard to that, I did not like the idea that he had beea 
employed by this Evans. I knew he had a right (it would be so with 
myself) to keep all his lawful secrets. I did not like the idea of his 
talking about " blowing.'' 

Q. You thought that was a little bad faith ? — A. Yes, sir, just so ; 
but I thought, at the same time, that some men are a little more re- 
vengeful than others, if they thought themselves injured. 

Q. You thought his story appeared to be a plausible and honest one, 
and you had fkith in it ? — A. Yes ; and I did not think that the Ger- 
man was a man well calculated to concoct any scheme of that kind ; .1 
had the greatest confidence in the German. 

Q. Yes, he seemed to be a very nice fellow ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Who else have you had conversation with about the facts of this 
case which you state here 1 — A. Well, since I was before the grand 
jury 

Q. I mean since it occurred. — A. I do not think that anybody, ex- 
cept my own family and Mr. Alexander's family ; at his house we talked 
it over two or three times. 

Q. And Mr. Christy ? — A. O, he was there 5 Mr. Christy was there 
and Mr. Alexander 5 that is all ; we talked it over ; he thought it was 
of some importance 5 he judged that this was a part of the plot, com- 
mencing with this German. I know that the German did not know me 
from the inquiries that he made around the neighborhood ; he had no 
idea of me 5 he wanted to have me described so that he might recog- 
nize me ; he asked if I was a tall man, and so on. I knew, then, from 
those circumstances, that he did not know anything about me. But I 
have been frequently called on in relation to the price of property, as I 
am tolerably familiar with that subject 5 when I was in more steady 
business I used to make myself acquainted with the value of property 
around th,e city, and I was not at all surprised at that. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Are you an engineer ? — A. Yes, sir ; 1 have been in the corporation 
business a good many years, off and on ; twenty -five years ago I was there 
for five or six years, and then I was three years, just before the board 
of public works went into operation, two years as surveyor, and then 
Mr. Bliss was superintendent of streets and- sewers; I was three years 
with him. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. How long have you resided in Washington ? — A. I first came to 
Washington in the spring or rather before the spring, in February, 1833. 

Q. You have resided here since? — A. Well, 1 have been making sur- 
veys away out South and West. 1 got married in Alexandria, however, 
and my family have remained here all the time. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Could not you get any trace of your German friend at the saloon ? 
— ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Did they not know him there! — ^A. No ; I did not know his name, 
and I tried to describe him, and they told me that they had some thirty 
or forty boarders. 
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Q. But I mean at the salooQ f — A. O, no ; they had not seen him there 
before. 

Q. Did he take a drink that morning when you went in and sat down 
at the table? — A. He gave me to understand that his Mend Butler was 
very fond of taking a drink. 

Q. But did he that morning take a drink so that you could inquire of 
the man who served him if he knew him f — A. The German called there 
for something to drink and asked me what I would take ; 1 told him I 
drank nothing except when thirsty and then 1 drank lager. 1 asked for 
lager, and they had none. 

Q. Did you inquire of the saloon-keeper, who was there, about this 
German man ? — A. Yes, I did, and he said he did not recollect about 
having seen the German man before, but Butler had been there two or 
three times. 

J. A. W. Clarvoe, having been duly sworn, testified as follows : 
By the Chairman : 

Question. State your business. — Answer. I am chief of the detective 
corps of the Metropolitan Police. 

Q. Please detail to the committee what you know about this perform- 
ance in Mr. Harrington's office in relation to the safe-robbery? — A. My 
first knowledge of the affair was on the evening of the 23d of April. I 
met Mr. Harrington in front of the detective office inquiring for Major 
Richards. He said he wa3 going to telegraph to him. He wanted to 
see him on some important business, and also would like to see me at 
his house at half past seven that evening. The clerk telegraphed for 
the major, and shortly afterward the major came in. It was nearly 
seven when he came. He told me he had been to Mr. Harrington's house, 
and could not find him. I told him that he wanted to see him, and that 
I was to be there at half past seven. We both went over together, and 
went into Mr. Harrington's house. He told me that he had received a 
note warning him about some parties who were going to break into his 
safe. I had very little confidence in it at first ; but still we never let a 
thing pass like that. We have made some good jobs by taking notice 
of these things. It was arranged that we should go and watch the 
thing, and see if it was so. We started from there, I think, about half 
past eight. I left the major and Mr. Harrington on the corner of Third 
street and Louisiana avenue. I crossed over and came up past the city- 
hall. I started then across Louisiana avenue, near the statue. There 
were two men standing on the corner of D and Fourth-and-a-half streets. 
On my approaching they separated. 

I then retraced my steps and went back. Those two men came to- 
gether again. They walked down toward the district attorney's office. 
One crossed the street ; the other one went up and looked in under the 
railing where there is a restaurant kept there. He looked up and 
jumped up the steps. In a moment he came out, crossed over the street, 
and connected with this man, and went toward Third street. Then I 
thought there was something wrong, and I would not leave there. I 
could not connect with anybody. I came across and went up into a 
door of the adjoining building to the district attorney's office, which is 
on Louisiana avenue. I remained there a while and saw those two men 
come down. I crossed over and got on the opposite side behind a board 
where they put up bills, and I saw these two men come again. They 
came up toward the district attorney's office, and one slipped in and 
came out again, and then they both started toward Third street. I 
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came across and then got up in the same door. Mr. Williams came 
along and I called him up with me. He says, *' Here is a better place 
over here. Let us go into Bradley's, where there is a covered porch.'^ 
We went up there and had not beeu there long before those two men 
came along. There were three at this time. One stopped on the corner 
of Fouyth-and-a-half street, and the other two walked down. One went 
inside and came out and then recrossed the street. Both of them went 
over. They then started, first toward Third street. I remained in the 
vestibule. Mr. Williams went down for a moment to see who some per- 
son was who came out. It turned out to be one of the young men who 
was in the district attorney's office. He says it was Mr. Evans. Well, 
he went down the street. 1 came out and went across to see who the two 
men were who were standing behind the bulletin-board again, and com- 
ing back I saw these two me^n coming. They hesitated — stopped on 
the corner 5 and then two more men — ^it seemed to me that there were 
four connecting together — but the two that I saw first went up to the 
district attorney's office, and went across the street, and then went on 
the inside. After they got on the inside I went across the street. I 
founds it was Major Richards and Mr. Harrington standing there, and I 
told him, said I, " Mr. Harrington, you are not going away ; thivS is a 
job. This place i^ going to be 'beat ;' I know by the connection. Don't 
leave." 1 went back again and remained there until the safe was 
blown, and they started off. I placed myself alongside of Mr. Williams, 
near the door, and the two men came out. One had a valise, and the 
other, apparently, had nothing that I could see. I remarked to Mr. 
Williams, "Well, George, good-night; I am tired, and it is late, and I 
can't get a car, and I must go home," thinking that would throw off any 
suspicion. They crossed then toward the corner of D and Fifth streets^ 
I was very close to them. Well, I suppose I was not farther than twenty 
feet from them. When they got on the corner the short man, who had 
nothing, disappeared very quickly. He went to the left. The large 
man, who had the carpet-bag, I. kept close to. IfoUowed him. He went up 
to E, down E to Seventh, up Seventh to G, from G to Ninth, down Ninth 
to P, and up to the third house from the corner of Tenth, on F. He 
then went up and rang a bell j remained there some time and came down 
in the basement, and 1 went past. I saw a shadow of him under the porch. 
1 came back to the corner of Tenth street and stood a while, and the man 
came out and went up to me and asked me if Hived in that neighborhood. 
" Well," said I, '* within a few squares." Said he, " Gan you tell me who 
lives in that third house, the large house?" Said I, '' 1 cannot." I did 
not know, in fact, at that time. Said he* " His name is Columbus." Some- 
body remarked, and 1 think it was Mr. Harrington, "It is Columbus 
Alexander." " O," said he, " yes ; I think that Is the name." He put 
his hand over his face, and went back, and went into the basement. 
Whether it was imagination or not, I do not know, but I heard a door 
open like. Then I got uneas3\ I thought to myself, "If you get in, 
the responsibility is on me." 1 would lose my man. Mr. Harrington 
came across the street. I told him that I felt uneasy about this man; 
and he said: " Well, if you think so, you better go and arrest him." 
" Well," said I, " you tell the major I am going to buckle him in the 
house." 1 went over, and went down the steps. I went down, and 
asked him if he could not get in. Said he, " No." Said I : "It seems 
pretty hard to wake them up." I asked him if he lived there. He said : 
" No." I asked what he was doing. He said he had business. I said: 
" 1 have business with you." " Well," said he, " what is your business P 
" 1 want you to come out," I said. " Well," said he, " I do not think it 
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is any of your business ;'' and I grabbed hold of him in the dark and 
took his pistol out of his pocket. At that the major came down. There 
was a bundle there, a large valise. I asked him if it was his washing, 
and he made no reply. I asked the major to pull the bag out, and I 
pulled him out and carried him to the office. ji^We had him committed 
to jail. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. What did you say about a door ? — A. I imagined that I heard a 
door, but I was mistaken 5 it was not. It made me uneasy. It made 
me feel as if he got on the inside I would lose him. 

Q. You lost sight of the short man, you say, where they separated ? — 
A. Yes, sir ; it was just at the corner. The big man turned up Fifth 
street and the other man turned down. I do not know where Richards 
or Harrington could have seen the operation. They might have done 
it. They were on the opposite side coming across. 

Q. You made no arrangement of your force to have a portion of it 
follow the short man and a portion the long man ? — ^A. I could not con- 
nect with anybody but Mr. Williams, and the major, I understood after- 
ward, had found the night-clerk there, Mr. Lee, and sent him out, and . 
found some of the ofl&cers, who were placed in the rear of the district 
attorney's office. 

Q. Then you knew there were two men in the building : — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You made no arrangement in advance for following both men in 
case they should separate f— A. I^o, sir. 

Bj Mr. Jewett : 
Q. Did you not know that it would be natural for these two men to 
separate very soon after they left that building f — A. Well, I thought 
they might separate ; bat I thought, on the other hand, that the major 
and Mr. Harrington and myself and Mr. Williams were enough to cope 
with two men. 
Q. Enough to what? — A. Enough to arrest two men. 
Q. Was it your intention to arrest them right there ?— A. Ko, sir 5 it 
was arranged or suggested by Mr. Harrington to follow the men, so he 
eonld get at the bottom of the thing, to find out who it was that was 
doing it. Mr. Harrington remarked in his house that he could not see 
the object that they were after, and that he had no money in the safe. 
There was nothing there that he much cared about. Well, I liked the 
suggestion of Mr. Harrington at that time, to let the men come out and 
arrest them. 

Q. It was understood, then, that they were not to be arrested as they 
eame out t — ^A. Yes, sir, 
Q. They were to be followed ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You had made no arrangement that in case these two men sepa- 
rated a portion of your force should follow one and a portion the 
other? — A. No, sir; we did not make 'any such arrangement. 
Q. And had no talk over that contingency f — A. No, sir. 
Q. Was not that rather singular, that you should by accident all fol- 
low one man and let the other go ? — A. Well, I did not know but that 
they were following the other man, some of them, until I got to the corner 
ot'E street. Then I looked back and saw the major coming with another 
man, whom I judged to be Mr. Harrington. I judged by that that they 
did not see the separation, but the major told me afterward that he 
saw them separate. 

Q. But when they made the separation you followed the large man ? — 
A Yes, sir; the man with the valise. 
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Q. Well, why ? — A. I wanted to see where he went to. 

Q. But did you not want to see where the other man went to also ! — 
A. Yes, but I could not follow the two. 

Q. Was Williams with you? — A. I left him there. 

Q. And you at that moment did not see Major Eichards oc any of 
your force f — A. No, sir ; not at that time. They were on the opposite 
side. I thought that Mr. Williams was following the othet party, for I 
did not see him any more for some time afterward. 

Q. Why did you follow the tall man rather than the short one ? — A. 
Well, I had to take one, and I thought I would rather follow the man 
who had the valise. 

Q. That was the only reason ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did y6u suppose that Major Eichards would also follow that 
man ? — A. Well, I did not know what he would do. I thought he would 
follow the one or the other. 

Q. Then while these men were in there they were there over two 
two hours, were they not? — A. Full two hours. 

Q. And you had no consultation or arrangement with your force as 
.to how you should proceed or divide your force after they came out f — 
A. Only that I knew that the back part was well guarded. I got that 
from the major. 

Q. But in case they came out of the front' door? — A. There, was an 
understanding that we should take care of them on the front. 

Q. But how ? You had no previously concerted plan by which these 
men were to be followed in case they separated? — \. Yes, sir ; we had 
agreed to follow the men and see where they went to. 

Q. If they went together ; but supposing they separated ? — A. That 
was unexpected at that time ; 1 had no idea 5 if I had hallooed to them, 
I might have lost both men. 

Q. It never occurred to you that they would separate? — A. IS'ot at 
that point. 

Q. That you did not think of at all ? — A. I did not think they would 
separate. 

Q. You had it in your own mind that these two men would go out of 
the front door and would walk together wherever you thought they 
would go ? — A. Well, I thought they might go to their room, or some 
i>lace. 

Q. It never occurred to you that they would be likely to separate soon 
after leaving that door ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You say that when you came out from the door next to Mr. Har- 
rington you met Mr. Williams? — A. Yes, sir; standing in there. 

Q. Had you seen Mr. Williams before I — A. No, sir ; but I knew Mr. 
Williams was to meet with me. 

Q. How did you know that? — A. Mr. Harrington said that Mr. Williams 
would connect with me. 

Q. Who is Mr. Williams ? — A. He is a young attorney here. 
Q. Mr. Harrington told you that Mr. Williams would conqect with 
you, and Mr. Williams said that Bradley's door was a better one than 
the one you were in ? — A. Yes, sir; and I found it was. We could see 
the steps and everybody that went in, and they could not see us. 

Q. Did Williams when he connected with you tell you what he knew 
about it ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you anything ? — A. Well, we talked and conversed 
over the thing. I told him when he came up, says I, " This is going to 
b a job. I am glad you came.'' 
Q. What did he say ? — ^A. Well, he said he had been around looking. * 
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I asked him if lie saw the two men on the corner. He told me tbat he 
had. I told him then they had gone down toward Third street. 

Q. Where was Williams before he came to you I — A. I do not know, 
8ir. He told me that he was up in this vestibule. 

Q. That he was up there when he called you ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say that when they came around the comer at one time there 
were four men f — A. No, sir ; there werei three. 

Q. You said there were four. — A. By appearances I thought there 
were four men but not all together. There were two that came across 
the street — men that I had not met before — and stopped, apparently 
talking to those men for a few minutes, aiid then went off ; and what 
more confirms it, after these two men were in there, shortly afterward 
one man came over who appeared to me to be the third man who had 
come up to the corner. He came across in front of the district attorney's 
and kind of shoved in his feet. I walked directly to him fast, and he 
walked very fast, and 1 followed him down to the corner 5 he disap- 
peared. I was as close as I am to you at one time. 

Q. Have you ever seen him before or since ? — A. No, sir 5 not to know 
him. 

Q. Was he a citizen ? — A. Kot to my knowledge ; I do not know, sir. 

Q. Was he the same man you saw with them at the corner ? — A. He . 
was the same man who came up where the three were together. 

Q. What kind of a looking man was he ? — A. He was a man with 
black whiskers, and with a long coat on, and a slouch hat. 

Q. You have never seen that man before or since ! — ^A. Not to my 
knowledge. 

Q. What kind of a looking man was the fourth one f — A. A slender 
looking man, young, with a moustache. 

Q. What colored moustache ? — A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

Q. What colored hair ? — A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

Q. What kind of hat did he wear? — A. A slouch hat. 

Q. A slender man, young, with a moustache ! — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A moustache, or a goatee! — A. A moustache. 

Q. Have you ever seen him since? — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Never before? — A. Never before. 

Q. You were in the door when this explosion took place? — A. No, sir; 
I wiis standing out in front of the district attorney's office, just a little 
to the right of it. 

Q. Who was with you ? — A. Mr. Williams. 

Q. During that time you had gone over and conferred with Major 
Richards once or more ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. More than once ? — A. Yes, I had seen him once before that. 

Q. What took place between you and him at this interview ? — A. 
When 1 went over in the first place, he and Harrington were there, and 
I told him that I was under the impression they were coming away, but 
not to leave there ; that it was going to be a job. The second time I 
went there seemed to be a kind of confusion about something, and 1 ran 
over, and I saw two other gentlemen standing there. 

Q. Were Mr. Harrington and Mr. Eichards there when the man went 
in — when the two men went in ? — A. They told me they were. I wanted 
to know who were standing there. 

Q. How near were you to them when they went in the door ? — A. I 
was up in the vestibule when they went into the district attorney's office, 

Fy's. 
the adjoining house? — A. Yes, sir; that is the second 
ng. Bradley's is upon the corner of Fourth-and-a-half 
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and D streets and the District attorney's ofl&ce is on the turn which is the 
third house from the corner. The first house I was in on this side of 
Louisiana avenue was a house adjoining the District attorney's office. 

Q. How long have you been a detective ? — A. I was made a detecr 
tive in October, 1863. 

Q. You have been engaged in it ever since ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it not your experience as a detective that burglars or thieves or 
anything of that kind the minute the crime is committed scatter? — A. 
1 have known them to do so, and I have known them to stick together; 
I have arrested what we call '« swell mobs" all together. 

Q. I am speaking now, however, of two or three thieves or burglars ; 
is it not universally the case that they separate ? — A. Why, certainly, I 
should judge they would. 

Q. Well, now, as a skillful, experienced detective, having nothing else 
in view at all but their arrest, would it not have been the very first 
thing to have provided for the following of these men 1 — A. Well^ so 
far as that is concerned, I thought it was arranged that we would get 
the men after they went to the place of destination wherever they in- 
tended to go. 

Q. Did you think, then, that it was arranged that they should keep 
together to one place ?— A. Well, that I did not know. 

Q. What is your idea about it f — A. My idea was that they would go 
somewhere. 

Q. But was it not your idea that they would go both together! — ^A. 
Well, yes, they might have gone together. 

Q. Was it not your idea that they would both go together? — A. 
Well, I cannot say that ; I do not know what their intentions were. 

Q. Was there not some understanding as to where they were to go j 
where they would be arrested ? — A. I do not know, sir, that there was. 

Q. What is your idea about it ? — A. My idea about it was from Mr. 
Harrington. The way that he suggested it was to follow these men 
where they went to, and see who they connected with under any cir- 
cumstances. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. You expected to arrest both of them at that point, did you ? — A. 
I did ; and when we separated I was within an ace of saying, " Hold 
up." If I had done so, I thought I would have lost them both. That 
fellow would have dropped the valise and run. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. Was not the impression on your mind at the time, that those men 
were expecting to go to a certain house? — A. Ko, sirj not to my knowl- 
edge. 

Q. There was nothing said about the place where they were to go ? — 
A. No, sir. 

Q. No person was named in connection with it? — A. Not to my recol- 
lection — there was not. 

Q. But you did feel that there was something in the whole thing that 
precluded the idea of their dividing ? — A. I felt within my own mind 
that their object was to get something there, and what it was — indic^ 
ments or something — a great many things crossed my mind. 1 thought, 
perhaps, in the first place, that it might have been papers connected 
with the Slatter case; and then 1 thought it might have been in connec- 
tion with this investigation. All of these things suggested them- 
selves to my mind ; but my object was to get the men, 

Q. Now, going back over the whole thing, with your experience as a 
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detective, with the facts you have before you, and applying your judg- 
ment and experience as a detective to those facts, is it not your opinion 
that the whole thing, before it was done, was understood as to how and 
when it was to be done and where they were to be arrested ; is not that 
your present judgment! — A. At that time it did not, but now it does. 

Q. It looks as though the whole thing was an arranged plan. — A. Why 
certainly it was; it looks like it was arranged, but by whom 1 woald not 
like to say. I have been accosted on the street, and Mr. Harrington has 
been accused, and Mr. Alexander has been accused. I have known Mr. 
Alexander for a long time, and I have always looked upon him as one of 
oar best citizens, and, I have-thought, for Mr. Harrington to undertake to 
do a thing like that, that he would blast himself forever; and not only that, 
but he made a very bunglesome job if he undertook to do anything like it. 
I would not like to have any opinion of who put up the job. I had a talk 
with Benton, the burglar. 1 asked him if we had ever met before. He 
denied it, but I think I had met him. I think Le was once a pickpocket, 
but he has got to be a stouter man. His face is familiar to me. He in- 
quired if any of his friends had come to see him, or no note had coma 
lor him. I told him that there was not. He wanted to know if Mr. 
Alexander hadn't sent any word to anybody. I told him he had not. 
I was waiting patiently to see who would come to connect with him, either 
by note or person, but nobody came. I had a conversation with him 
at my room at the oMce, and he made a statement to me. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. What was it !— -A. Well, I don't know that I should withhold it. 
He told me that he was employed in New York to come down and break 
this safe open. At first he refused to come. He was approached again 
that night by a man named Butler, who gave him $100 to come down. 
He came ; and on Wednesday he connected with Mr. Alexander, and 
Mr. Alexander promised to give him a thousand dollars if he could suc- 
ceed and bring him some books connected with John O. Evans. I asked 
him if Mr. Alexander knew what he was going to do. He said he didn't 
know anything about that ; that Mr. Alexander wanted the books on 
Wednesday night, and he told him that it was impossible to get them 
that night, but he would have them for him on Thursday, and that he 
thought they had gone back on him by not letting him in the house. 
That is his statement. I asked him who was with him, and he refused 
to tell me. 1 knew it was no use to ask such a question as that. They 
won't do it. As far as my experience goes in this business, I have never 
had a job yet but what I have always succeeded in working it up. 

Q. Where did those tools come from ? There were some jimmies 
there, were there not f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. flow many ! — A. Two to my recollection. 

Q. Did you find out where they came from ? — A. !N"o, sir ; there was a 
sledge-hammer and a pair of tongs like blacksmiths use, and some 
chisels that were claimed by Mr. Emery had been stolen from his place 
the night before. 

Q. But have you been able to trace the professional instruments ? — 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Is there any place herein town from which they might have come ? — 
A. I do not think you can get such a tool as the jimmies they have got 
in this town. 

Q. What become of your jimmies that are confiscated when burglars 
are arrested ! — ^A. We have a good many there in the office at the police 
headquarters. 
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Q. Have you missed any from there f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you looked to see f-^A. Fo, sir ; I have not. 

Q. You were standing right by these steps ; did you see this party 
carrying in that sledge-hammer or any of these tools! — A. I cannot say 
the sledge-hammer ; one of them carried something in. 

Q. Which trip ? — A. The second trip. 

Q. That was the one, two hours before the last entry ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. One of them carried in something ! — A. Yes, sir ; under his coat 
like that, [indicating. | 

Q. That projected ? — A. It appeared that he had a bundle under his 
coat ; I could not say whether it projected or not. 

Q. Which one was that? — A. The tall man. 

Q. The one who is in jail ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him where he got these jimmies f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him where he got his fuse! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Or his powder! — A» No, sir. 

Q. How much powder did you find there ! — A. There were two cans, 
one empty and the other about half full, or so, I should judge. 

Q. Each one half full! — A. No, sir; one was empty. 

Q. There were three cans of powder ! — A. Two cans, one empty. 

Q. There were not three cans, but two cans! — A. Yes; two cans 
l)ainted red. The maker's name was all scratched off of them. 

Q. Were you one of the first officers who reached that safe after the 
burglary ! — A. After we brought him iu the office we weut up to the 
district attorney's office. 

Q. Did take a close obser\^ation so that you wUl recollect what the 
condition of the safe was ! — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. What was its condition when you reached there ! — A. The door 
was thrown back. The inside part of the door was lying on the floor. 
The cans which held the water — it is the American Steam-Press — were 
piled up alongside of the safe. I examined the door closely, and I had 
the theory which I believe the gentleman had who is the manufacturer 
of the safe. I don't recollect his name now, but he came there to see 
me, and asked me what my idea was about it. I told him that I thought 
that they had tried to wedge it and failed, and they had knocked oft' 
the knob closest to the jamb and punched in a portion, theu rammed in 
paper, put the powder in there, and then put the slow match. He agreed 
with me. In the first place he was under the impression that they had 
wedged and taken the facings off of the door, and pushed it out with the 
big jimmy, which the jimmy fits, and rammed the powder in there. But 
alter I showed him the little sticks and other things, I think that he 
agreed with me that my theory was right, although he is an expert and 
I am not on safes. 

Q. Then you came to the conclusion that the powder was jammed in 
between the two plates and exploded when the door was shut and blew 
off the rear plate ! — A. It was rammed in through the knob. 

Q. And was exploded while the door was closed, and blew off the 
rear plate ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And injured the lock ! — A. Yes, sir. I noticed that the hinges 
were hurt. 

Q. So that the door opened ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the condition of the wooden door! — A. The panels 
were bursted — scorched. 

Q. Was the wooden door bursted ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would it swing on its hinges ! — A. It is scorched, and the panels 
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are bursted, and I judge from inspection that when the safe-door flew 
back it started the hinges. 

Q. You say that the panels of the wooden door were bursted. Do 
we understand that there was a hole — that they were shattered, or simply 
cracked 1 — A. Cracked. 

Q. No hole through them ! — A. O, yes 5 one of the panels, I suppose 
a third of it, is out. 

Q. Have you traced up the ownership of the satchel I — A. !N"o, sir. 

Q. What have you done about finding out where the satchel came 
from ! — A. I asked Benton if it was his satchel, and he wouldn't reply. 
He was very reticent. 

Q. You did not see them carry in any such satchel !— A. Fo, sir. 

Q. Could they have done it without you had seen them ! — A. Cer- 
tainly. 

Q. Have you sought to ascertain where the fuse came from here in 
town ! — A. No, sir; I never saw a fuse like it before. It was in a little 
box used tor Colgate's soap. 

Q. Now, if I understand you, when you first saw these two men sepa- 
rate it was on your way, early in the evening, to the scene of the 
burglary f 

The Witness. What do you mean by that ! 

Mr. Bass. I mean on the corner of D and Fourth-anda-half streets. 

A. Oq the corner of D and Fourth-and-a-half streets. One of them 
crossed over, and the other went down and looked under the district 
attorney's office, and looked up the steps; jumped up, and passed over 
and connected with his friend toward Third street. 

Q. That was about whalfc time; when you first went up there?— A. I 
should judge that must be about a quarter to nine. 

Q. Jost after dark — before business was over really ?— A. It might 
have been half past eight. 

Q. Now, these men must have seen you ! — A. Well, they might have 
seen me, because they separated when I came across. 

Q. You recognized those as the two men, as near as you can 
jodge, who finally went in the second time f — A. Yes, sir ; went in the 
third time, and went in the fourth time ; I am positive of that. And I 
kDow that this man Benton that I have got is one. of the men. 

Q. He was there on all these occasions? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. How was this wooden door when you went into the safe; was it 
open or closed ? — A. It was open. I am not positive about the wooden 
door, whether it was in the safe when I went to the safe that morning. 
The inner part was lying down, and the right-hand partition of the 
folding-door 

Q. No ; 1 mean the inside wooden door of the safe. Was it closed up 
vhen you first saw it, or was it open f — A. It was open ; for when I 
vent in I was looking in the pigeon-holes. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. What instructions were given you, if any, with reference to arrest- 
ing the men to whom they should go with this stolen plunder ! — A. I do 
not understand that. 

Q. You say it was contemplated that these men would connect with 
some party after the burglary ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What instructions were given with reference to arresting the men 
with whom they should connect! — A. Well, I don't recollect. I know 
this : that if I had seen them connect 
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Q. No, no ; I asked you about instructions. What was said on that 
subject t — ^A. Well, I cannot recollect what was said. 

The Chairman, JTo Mr. Bass.] Do you mean at Mr. Harrington's 
house that evening f 

Mr. Bass. Yes; anywhere that evening. [To the witness.] What 
was said at Mr. Harrington's house there with reference to arresting such 
a person ! — A. It was suggested by some one, whether it was the major 
or Mr. Harrington, I am not positive, that we get down to the whole of 
it, and arrest the whole of the parties. By which one that was suggested 
I f m not positive. It might have been Mr. Harrington 5 very likely it 
was. 

Q. Was anything said on the subject of the man being followed if one 
of them should come out who had a bundle ? — A. There was something 
suggested about arresting the party. It was a general conversation, 
and my opinion was at the time that Major Richards had very little con- 
fidence in it. 

Q. Was it suggested there that these men might possibly go to any 
given place ? — ^A. No place was mentioned where they would go, in my 
hearing. 

Q. Was anything said as to the possibility of their going to Columbus 
Alexander's house !— A. Well, sir, I did not hear Columbus Alexander's 
name mentioned until the man on the corner came up and asked me who 
lived in the third house. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You are chief of the detective force ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have been examining this question, now, professionally, since 
it occurred, have you not! Looking into it as well as you could, and 
figuring out all about the transaction ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ascertained whether it was a put-up job, or whether it 
was a bonajide robbery ? — ^A. Well, I am under the impression that it 
was a put-up job by somebody. 

Q. Put up by somebody ? — A. Why, certainly ; I should judge so. 

-Q. These parties must have seen you all around there all the time, 
and would not have been so bold as to have committed a robbery at 
such a time under such circumstances as that? — A. !Now, from the ap- 
pearance of the men and from their actions I think they acted with all 
the discretion that men could, for they did not see anybody standing 
around. 

Q. Then what makes you think it was a put-up job f — A. Why, cer- 
tainly, they were employed to do the work. I take it, from what Benton 
says, that he was employed to do the work. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. He expected to be arrested ! — A. He never said that — not to me. 
He never made use of any such language as that. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. He said he was employed to do the work ? — A. Yes, sir ; and was 
to get $500 in ifew York, and after he got here he was told if he could 
get possession of these books they would give him $1,000. 

Q. Did he say that he got $500 in Few York, or was to get it! — A. He 
got $100 there. When he was first approached about it he refused to 
come down, and then again that night he was approached. He had 
been drinking a little, and got $100 to come on, and came down. 

Q. He did not tell you from whonr he got the money, did he ? — A. I 
understood him to say from a man by the name of Butler. 
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By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did he tell you that he had been promised protection against this 
thing if he was arrested ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You were asked the question, a while ago, in regard to the reason 
why you did not follow this other man. Was it, or not, the understand- 
ing with you that these two men would go together to some point, and 
that there you would arrest them both together? Is that the reason 
why you did not follow this man "? — A. No, sir ; the reason I did not 
follow this man is, I could not follow both. 

Q. Then what reason have you to give for having failed to make any 
arrangement to follow the two men in the event they did separate ? — 
A. Well, I always flatter myself— maybe I am wrong sometimes — if I 
want a man I can get him. 

Q. Have you made any eflfort to get this man since? — A. No, sir. 

Q. None at all 1 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Why not? — Well, the time has not come for any. 

Q. The time has not come to make an effort? — A. Yes, sir; but I 
want to find out who he is. 

Q. But you have made no effort at all to get him, if I understand 
you. — A. Not in the District ; I have not. 

Q. Have you anywhere else ? — A. I think that I will get the man at 
the proper time. 

Q. When did you commence attempting to get him ? — A. Ever since 
the thing was done. 

Q. What' means have you resorted to? — A. Well, inquiring and talk- 
ing, and so on. I tried to draw it out of Benton. 

Q. Anybody else ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You have not talked with anybody else but Benton about it? — 
A. Well, I have talked with the corps of detectives about it — our corps. 

Q. Have you had any conversation with the detectives of any other 
city ? — A. i have not. 

Q. Did you take any steps toward looking and watching trains to see 
whether the man left the city that night ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Then the only thing which has been done in the way of securing 
this man, who escaped that night, is simply to talk with Benton and talk 
with your police-corps ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chaibman: 

Q. Do you know a detective by the name of Hays ? — A. I do not, sir ; 
I have inquired about Mr. Hays in the secret service. I have been look- 
ing for him myself. I want to see the gentleman. 

Q. Why do you want to see him ? — A. I thought, perhaps, that he 
might know something about this thing. 

Q. What leads you to think that? — A. I have been informed that Mr. 
Hays was in connection with a man by the name of Carter. I went to 
Baltimore to see Mr. Carter, to see if he could give me any information 
in connection with this thing. I failed to see him. Last Monday week 
Mr. Carter came over. He came in company with a man by the name 
of Downs, who was formerly in the secret service. I told Mr. Carter 
that I had been informed that he had some information which would 
assist me. He told me that he had made arrangements with a gentle- 
man by the name of Christy, and pulled out a dispatch and showed me 
when he had sent over; and he said that if he knew that I was work- 
ing up this job he would have come to me, but he couldn't play double- 
cross; ''and," says I, "I don't want you to do it." ''But," says he, 
''John, if 1 fail with my arrangements with Mr. Chri,sty, then' I will 
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give you the information I have got" I thanked him for it. He was 
k) call and see me again, bat I have not seen bim since. 

Q. What arrangements had he made with Mr. Christy ! — A.. I do not 
know, sir. 

Q. Why were you wanting to get Mr. Hays? — A. Well, I have been 
informed that Mr. Hays was here in Washington, and he is a very sus- 
picious character ; so I have been told. 

Q. When was he in Washington! — A. It appears that he was in 
Washington about the time that this thing occurred. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. How did you get that information f — A. I could not say exactly 
where I got that information. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you not get it from Carter ! — A. No, sir. 
By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How did you happen to go to see Carter that Sunday I — A. Be- 
cause I was informed that he knew right smart in connection with this 
thing. 

Q. Who gave you that information ! — A. Mr. Madge. 

Q. Is that Mr. Madge of the Treasury Department?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did Mr. Madge happen to give you that information ? — A. 
Well, if I want any information I suppose in that way, it appears that 
Mr. Madge had got information that there was something going on, and 
had this man employed to look out in some way or another. He showed 
me a piece in the paper where two men had connected with the Presi- 
dent; had stopped him in the grounds some place; and he thought it was 
very suspicious. Mr. Madge gave me the number of this man Carter's 
house, and I thought by seeing Carter — and I have seen him before, as 
he was introduced to me by Mr. Dunn, and he was formerly represented 
to me as being in the secret service. He is always on the train. I be- 
lieve he is employed by the Baltimore and Ohio road. He is a man 
who knows a great many of that class of people — and I thought I might 
reach the other man through Mr. Carter. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Why did you think that Hays would know something about this! 
— A. Well, I judged that he might know something. 

Q. Is Mr. Madge in the secret service of the Treasury ? — A. No, sir ; 
he is in the customs department, I think. 

Q. You have not heard from Mr. Carter since f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Carter is going to give you all the information that he has if these 
other arrangements are not carried out? — A. That is what he promises. 

Q. What were those arrangements? Where does Mr. Christy 
live ? — A. Well, I judge it is Mr. Christy, the counsel here. He said 
he had to come up here to the investigation to see Mr. Christy, and if 
he did not get his arrangement made with him, why, all the information 
he had he would give to me. 

Q. And because he did not come back you think he made his arrange- 
ment with Mr. Christy ? — A. I judge he has ; yes, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. How many were following after this man Burton ? How many 
were you, in company ? — A. Well, that is more than I can tell you, sir. 

Q. As near as you can remember, now ? — A. I never saw Mr. Wil- 
liams from the time I left him until I found him up there at the far 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 89 

eomer beyond the square, between* Tenth and Eleventh, on the corner 
of Eleventh and F. Tommy Shepherd I saw up there ; I saw Major 
Eichards and Mr. Harrington. I did not know that there was so many 
following the man until I crossed G and Ninth streets. 

Q. How near were you to this man when you were following him f — 
A. I held him under surveillance as close — I would cross the street and 
button up and then unbutton. 

Q. Sometimes pretty close by! — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How close ? — A. Sometimes the length of this room, and maybe 
closer. Sometimes I would pass him. 

Q. Plainly visible all the time I — A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Did he, somewhere up G street, inquire where F street was ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You heard him make that inquiry f — A. I heard the answer given 
to him. He stopped there a moment. I cut across from the corner. 

Q. Of whom did he make the inquiry ? — A. That I do not know, but 
he asked somebody. 

Q. Who made the response to him f — A. That I don't know. 

Q. Some one in the party following ?--A. Yes, sirj they said that P 
street was below. 

Q. And directed him how to go to F street? — A. I do not know that ; 
they directed him. I heard him say " F street is the next street below ; " 
that was the reply that was made. 

Q. Did he then turn down /into F street ? — A. He turned down 9th 
and walked to F. 

Q. And you followed after ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You still kept close, near him? — A. Yes, sir; he went down to- 
ward the corner, and I cut across quick and came out by the Masonic 
Temple ; I was ahead of him. ^ 

Q. I did not distinctly understand the answer you gave to one ques- 
tion. Was anything said, before this burglary happened, that you must 
pursue the man who came out with a bundle or package ? Was any- 
thing said about being sure to follow the man who had the package ? — 
A. Well, I understood it to follow the men. 

Q. Was there anything said about a package ! — A. Not to lose any- 
thing. 

Q. J^ot to let them lose anything ? — A. Yes, sir ; that is the way it 
was suggested to my mind. 

Q. Somebody suggested that one of them would probably have some- 
thing ? — A. Why, certainly ; we expected one would have something. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. Speaking with regard to Mr. Madge, is there any person connected 
with the secret service that you have made any inquiries about, or any 
suggestions were made with reference to you, in connection with this? 

The Witness. By whom ? 

Mr. Bass. By any person in the course of your investigation. 

The Witness. Do you mean with me ? 

Mr. Bass. Yes ; in any other way ; you spoke about Mr. Madge. In 
pursuing your investigation in connection with the case, have the names 
of any other persons connected with the secret-service been associated 
with it in any way ? 

A. O, I have heard rumors ; I heard a rumor that Mr. Whitley and 
Mr. Clarvoe, who is myself, put up this thing. Then I heard again that 
Mr. Nettleship was doing it. 1 have heard those rumors. 
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Q. Where do you get these from ; * who sets afoot such rumors ! — A. I 
don't know that. 

Q. Who told you that such a thing was suspected ? — A. Well, it was 
general rumor about tbe street ; WMtiey was chief of the secret-service ; 
Nettleship is Whitley's assistant. 

Q. You heard a rumor that he put it up ! — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. They got you in it by name ; now what gave foundation for it ; were 
any of these men hero at about that time! — A. That I do not know ; I 
have not seen Mr. Nettleship, I will venture to say, for three weeks. It 
has been a month since I saw Colonel Whitley. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Where did you see !N"ettleship ? — A. I saw him on Fifteenth and-a- 
half street one day. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Does he live here? — A. No, sir; he is in New York. He has 
charge of a division over there. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. W'hen was it that you saw him ? — A. O, I cannot tell you — some 
three weeks ago. 

Q. Do you know where he was stopping in this city ? — A. Yes, sir ; 
he generally stops at the Owen House. 

Q. Where was he stopping at that time ? — A. That I do not know. 
On one occasion near that time, I went into the hotel and saw his name 
there. 

By the Chairman: / 

Q. What hotel? — ^A. The Owen House. Whitley generally stops 
there, I believe, when he comes here. I am positive that I have not «een 
Fettleship for three weeks before this time, and I am positive that I 
have not seen Whitley — ^yes, I did, I saw Mr. Whitley coming down the 
street one night, and stopped near the corner of Fourteenth street in 
company with General Stocking, but I didn't speak to him, at all. 
Somebody made the remark, ^' There goes Whitley," and I turned around 
iind saw him. I put a man — this is confidential with he and I, and I 
don't want to expose him. H^ may get the ill-will of Carter — to watch 
Carter and see what he was after. I could not get anything from him. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. When was it that you saw Mr. Madge in regard to Carter f — ^A. I 
ast Saturday week — no, I think it was Friday, 
^ougo to see Mr. Carter! — A. I went over on Sunday, 
friend here that he comes to see every time that he 
lan who has told me, and I have heard Carter say so, 
him once when he was down South working up some 
b down there sick and penniless, and this man brought 
roubles, and he thinks a great deal of him. This man 

f — A. John Y. Dunn. Then I looked for Mr. Dunn to 

m Mr. Carter here. 

3 Dunn f— A. Yes, sir. 

tell you ? — A. He told me that he did not know when 

' here; if I wanted him I had better go to Baltimore to 

> was jumping over the road. 1 went to Baltimore Sun- 
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day, and remained at Oarterts house an hour or two. I left word with 
bis wife that I would like to see him. On Monday morning he came into 
the office. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Do you remember that it was about the 8th or 9th of April that you 
saw Nettleship here ? — A. I might. I could not be positive. 

Q. I should like to have you think, now, and see if that is not your 
best impression that it was about that time that you saw him here — 
A. I do not know of any circumstances that would enable me to recol- 
lect. 

Q. You saw him on Fifteenth-and-a half street ? — ^A. Yes, sir ; he was 
going toward the Arlington House. 

Q. Who was with him ! — A. Mr. Shaler — one of the clerks of the secret- 
service division. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him then ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see him down at the Owen House at that time I — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Do you know where he stopped at that time f — A. I should judge 
he stopped at the Owen House. It was along about that time that I 
went in and saw his name. 

Q. So that he was in the city about that time ? — A. Yes, sir j he 
might have been here on those two days — somewhere very near it. 

Q. Was it any part of your business to mStke arrests ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. Taeu why did you not arrest these two parties ? Could you hear 
them hammering on that safe f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You heard that distinctly ? — Yes, sir. 

Q. Why did you not arrest them then ! — A. It was suggested to fol- 
low the men where they went to. 

Q. Was it suggested to you that the arrest should not be made until 
after the deed was consummated ? — A. That was my understanding. 

Q. Who gave you that understanding ? — A. It wa« suggested by Mr. 
Harrington. I recollect the major proposed at Mr. Harrington's house 
to arrest them at work, and his reply was, that he would like to get 
down to this thing, and to see what the intention was, and who they 
were, and all connected with it. 

Q. Then your real purpose was to follow the men to where they went, 
and there arrest them, and arrest everybody that was connected with 
them? — A. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Q. That was the understanding at Harrington's house ? — A. Well, it 
seems to me that that was so. I will not be positive about that, but that 
is my impression. 

Q. That is your reason for not arresting these men before they blew 
open this safe 1 — A. Yes, sir. If it had not been suggested we certainly 
should have gone in. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Can you give us any sort of reason why it was that neither you 
nor any member of your detective force, after you found that the second 
man had escaped, took no steps to find him before he left this city! — A. 
We could not connect with the men at that time. The men were on 
the back. 

Mr. Bass. Fo, no ; you saw this man separate from his companion 
who had a satchel ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you pursued a man, or went ahead of him — and I do not know 
which — to Mr. Alexander's house, did you not ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you arrested him there ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And took him to the police station-house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then it appeared that the second man had escaped ?— A. Yes. sir. 

Q. It was then still in the night — three o'clock in the morning ! 
Why did not you, or Major Eichards, or some man connected with the 
police-force, take some steps or have some consultation about pursuing 
the second man, whom you had not gott— A. Well, it is natural enough 
to suppose that a man connected with a thing of that kind is going to 
keep himself shut for some time, and it is in my mind to-day to look 
about this man. 

Q. But why did you not do it that night ? He could not have got out 
of this town if you did your duty ! — A. They get away sometimes. 

Q. You did not try to stop his getting out of town f — A. I thought I 
would work on Benton. 

Mr. Wilson. In the mean time he might get to Europe. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. How many policemen have you in this town ? — A. I suppose there 
are about three hundred officers in this city. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. You have mounted policemen, have you not ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Did anybody make any suggestions to you about pursuing this 
second man down at the office that night ? — A. Well, certainly, we talked 
about the man. 

Q. Was Mr. Harrington there then ! — ^A. No, sir, he was not. 
- Q. Was there any talk about this second man in Mr. Harrington's 
presence, at any time? — A. Not to my recollection. 
[The committee here took a recess till two o'clock p. m.] 

The committee re-assembled at two p. m. 

Charles C. Ivey sworn and examiaed. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? — Answer. In Washington, 36 E street 
northwest. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — A. I am a book-keeper in the Bank of 
Washington. 

. Q. Do you know anything in relation to the burglary at the district 
attorney's office, in this city — commencing with your first knowledge in 
regard to it— the time of night, &c.? — A. When I went home that night 
I wrote this statement out, and on the following Sunday, when it was 
noised arouud that I was there, and so on, I was afraid that I might be 
called as a witness, and I made that drawing, [indicating a drawing.] 

Mr. Bass. Go on and state what there was about it. 

A. I left the Saint Marc Hotel, according to the best of my recollec- 
tion, about half past 12 o'clock — Mr. P. E. White and myself. I walked 
to Mr. White's house, on Louisiana avenue, with him. It is my usual 
custom, in passing the bank late at night, always to stop and look into 
the window and see that everything is safe. I stopped there first ; then 
went to Mr. White's house, bid him good night, and chatted with him 
on the pavement a few moments, and started up in the direction of the 
city-hall, up Louisiana avenue, on the north side. 

I was dressed then in the same clothing I have on now, with the excep- 
tion that I had on a large heavy blue overcoat, and in the left coat-pocket 
I always carry a pistol when I am out late at night. I sometimes have 
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to work at the bank until 12 or 1 o'clock at night. I passed up on the 
north side of Louisiana avenue, in the direction of the city-hall, and 
upon my arriving at the first theater- board, west of the city-hall — I was 
walking along quietly, to the best of my recollection, with my head 
down — my attention wa^ suddenly called to three persons who made 
their appearance. I hesitated and stopped, and drew my pistol and 
pointed it at the one who was in front, and the other one then stepped 
around. The first one was Mr. Harrington. As soon as he spoke I rec- 
ognized his voice. The next one was Thomas M. Shepherd. The third 
one did not advance on me, but he stood just outside the line of the 
curb. 

Harrington was dressed in a light overcoat, and had on a little cap. 
Thomas M. Shepherd was dressed in his usual clothing, and a black 
slouch hat that he always wore, I think. 

Major Eichards proved to be the other person. The three persons 
stepped from behind the board 5 I drew a pistol and made preparations 
to use it, asking, ''Well, gentlemen, what is the matter! '^ or some words 
of that kind ; I do not precisely remember the exact words, at the same 
time pointing my pistol in the direction of the party advancing. That 
was Mr. Harrington. In my memorandum I say one of the party, whom 
I afterward recognized as Dick Harrington, said '' Halloo, don't you 
know me down at the bank?" and threw his hand up. Some remark of 
that kind: "I am Dick Harrington; this is Tom Shepherd." Quick as 
that I walked up to them, spoke to them, and saw Dick Harrington, 
Thomas M. Shepherd, and a third party with a slouch hat and over- 
coat — a rather large man with dark chin-whiskers, whom I did not 
know by name. After asking what they were about, Harrington an- 
swered that a party was making an attempt to rob his safe. I then 
joked Mr. Harrington about it. Says I, " Dick, this is some of your 
mischief. Are you playing off some joke on some of these fellows 
a3ross the street If" 1 had lowered the pistol and stepped around in front 
of the theater-board with them. I stood there joking with Harrington 
about it. Shepherd was leaning against the theater-board, and I leaned 
against it with him. He had an umbrella under his arm. Shepherd 
seemed to be a little agitated, probably from the fact of my drawing a 
pistol. We staid there side by side, I do not know how long it was, 
but it was a short time after I met them, or not a very long time, that 
this explosion occurred across the street. A short .time after speak- 
ing to them I heard a smothered explosion on the opposite side of the 
street which appeared to me to be in the office of the district attor- 
ney, or the next house east of it, although I could not see any light, 
I did not see any light, which was probably owing to the fact that I 
might have had my head turned to one side at the time. I stood there 
some time, while the large man was talking to Harrington and Shepherd 
in whispers, and Mr. Shepherd seemed to be listening. He might have 
taken part in the conversation, but I could not see what was going on. 

I say in my memor^indum that I endeavored to hear, but could 
not. A man came across the street from the direction of the district 
attorney's office, and he met Harrington and the other two, who ad- 
vanced to meet the new-comer. After some conversation and whispers 
they separated, and the person whom I recognized to be Detective Clar- 
voe, went back in the direction of the district attorney's office. I didn't 
see Mr. Clarvoe until he had crossed the railroad-track coming from the 
direction of the house. I think that was about the first time that I saw 
him after he crossed the railroad-track. He came up, as I say, and 
conversed with them and went back. After waiting a few moments 
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I again spoke to Harrington, and told him if any person were attempt- 
ing to blow up his safe I would be glad to render him any service, say- 
ing 1 was prepared and would like to help him. Mr. Harrington says 
"No, I have forty c^o^s all around the house. They cannot get 
away." 

Whether it was at the time that Mr. Harrington made the remark 
about having forty ofBcers around the house that Major Eichards took me 
by the arm or not, I am not positive about ; but after again insisting upon 
going across the street, and starting as though I was going that way, 
Major Richards took me by the arm with fingers this way, [indicating,] and 
said, '' Young man, I will take you over to the office if you don't pass on,'' 
or '*if you don't keep quiet'' — I would not be positive as to the words. 
Mr. Harrington interfered, and stepped between us, as it were, and said, 
'*No, no, no, Ivey, you are interfering with the officers in the discharge 
of their duties ; for God's sake go on home, or you will spoil everything." 
Harrington interfered and begged me to go home, as 1 was interfering 
with the officers in discharging their duties ; and in answer to my in- 
quiries as to who this large man was who threatened to take me over to 
the office, I was informed by Harrington that he was the major. I said, 
" Major who F He said '• Major Richards." I then felt a little alarmed, 
thinking he might probably arrest me for carrying a weapon, and passed 
on. 1 then passed on to the east side of the city-hall, to a theater-board 
there, and stopped. I waited there a few minutes, and had some curi- 
osity on the subject, and tripped across the pavement and around back 
of the city-hall, to the northwest corner. I stood there about five 
minutes, probably it might have been longer. 1 could hear nothing of 
them, and turned around and went back to the east side of the city- 
hall to this point again ; stopped there some time, and finally went 
home without seeing anything further. 

Reaching home at 2.45 a. m., I immediately sat down and wrote this. 

As soon as I got in the house I went up stairs to my wife's room and 
remarked to her that as I was cjming home I had seen something that 
was very strange and very mysterious. I said, '• I may be called upon 
as a witness, and I had better take down on a piece of paper a memo- 
randum, so that I can refresh my memory." I made that memorandum 
that night. The next morning — of course, having been out until 2.45 
a. m. — 1 slept pretty late, and I only had about ten minutes to get from 
my house to the bank before the doors were opened. I hurried pretty 
fast. My shoes were very muddy from traveling back of the building, 
and I walked along and met a young man employed by the board of pub- 
he works 5 his name is George Howard ; he is employed there now ; he 
is a particular friend. I met him and first spoke to him about this mat- 
ter, and read that memorandum to him as I walked down the street. I 
left him at the corner of Third ^nd Indiana avenue, and passed on past 
the district attorney's office. Just as I got in front of the door Mr. John 
Van Riswick came out ; he shook hands with me, and said, " Step in 
there." As he came out of the door he remarked, " Pretty well done j 
pretty well done." Then he saw me and took me by the hand, and says, 
'" Go in there and hear what was done last night." 1 said, " Yes, 1 heard it, 
and made a memorandum of it," or words to that effect. It was a very 
foolish remark for me to make, and I am sorry I did so now. I then went 
on down the street to the bank, and told the gentlemen in the bank; I can 
tioned them all not to say anything about it ; I did not wish to be mixed 
up in the affair in any way whatever, and handed the memorandum to the 
cashier, and he read it. I then put it in my pocket, and have refused to 
give it to any person since. I was considerably worried about it after- 
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ward, on account of the thought of being hauled up as a witness and 
being mixed up in the affair. Mr. Zephaniah Jones came in back and 
peeped through the wire in front of me and said to me, " Who was that 
you were going to shoot last night F or something of that kind. I 
asked him, " Who told you about that !" He said, " Pope Youug.^ I 
requested him to go back and tell Pope Young to please keep quiet 
about it, I did not want it to be known that I had anything to do with 
this thing. A few minutes afterward Mr. Mattingly came in and looked 
over the grating and said he wanted to see that shooting-man. Mr. 
Harrington came in the morning, while I was in the water-closet. As 
I came out of the door and opened it to go to my desk, I saw Harring- 
ton looking through. I shut the gate, and he says, *' I want to see you ;" 
and I said, " Yes, I want to see you. Dick, for God's sake don't have 
my name dragged into this thing in any way whatever. I don't want 
my name dragged in." He says, "No, no, no." He says, '' The fact of 
it was, yon were tight." Says I, "No, I was not tight ; I knew what I 
was doing." During the day one of the detectives came in, and he told 
me the same thing — that 1 was tight the night before. That is all I 
know about it, gentlemen. I did not see any burglars ; I did not see 
them get out of the house ; I did not see them arrested, and know noth- 
ing more about it. . 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did Mr. Harrington say anything else to you down at the bank 
that morning than what you have stated in connection with this affair! — 
A. Not another word, sir. When I spoke to him, I said to him, "Dick, for 
God's sake. don't have me hauled up in this thing; don't have my name 
mentioned in this thing in any way whatever ; I don't want to be mixed 
up in it." He says, " O, no, no, no ; you won't be called up at all." Then 
he went in to the cashier's desk and sat down on a chair, and he wanted 
to see him on some business. I went by him afterward and spoke to 
him again. I think I spoke to him and said something about, '' Old 
fellow, 1 came near shooting you, last night" — some talk of that 
kind, and laughed, and he says, " Yes, you did." That is all that was 
ever said. He transacted his business 

Q i)id he tell you you were tight? — A. He told me I was tight; yes, 
sir. 

Q. Did he make any suggestions to you that you should keep this 
thing concealed ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Nothing of that kind ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Jewtbtt : 

Q., Can you fix about the time you left them ?— A. I cannot, sir; I sjip- 
posed it to be half past 12 o'clock when I started from the hotel on my way 
home; but Mr. White, who was with me, told me it was later. I supposed 
it to be that time. I was there with them before the explosion, and after 
the explosion, and then left them and went down to this theater-board 
bill, around back of the city -hall, where 1 did not stop over five minutes, 
and then back again to the theater-board, where I stood some time. 

Q. What time did you reach home ? — ^A. At 2.45. 

Q. How far is your home from the theater-board ? — A. I live on B 
street, one square north, and four blocks. 

Q. Then you had four squares to walk? — A. Yes, sir; four squares to 
walk in one direction, and one square to walk north, just around the 
comer. 

Q. Five squares altogether ?— A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did you go from the theater-board directly home ! — A. Yes, sir 
and walked pretty fast. 

Q. How long did you remain at the theater-board after th^ explosion 
How long was it between the time of the explosion and your startini 
liome ? — A. I am not able to state positively, I had no watch, and di( 
not know the exact time. 

Q. During that time, did any one go in and out of the building ! — A 
I could not see from where I was. 

Q. Did Mr, Clarvoe come tx) the theater-boFrd from the building, o 
from his place of concealment, after the explosion ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He came after the explosion, and before they came out ?— rA. I di( 
not see the parties come out. After the explosion he came across th 

Q. You offered to remain and assist them ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Mr. Harrington said he had forty ofBcers there? — A. He says 
" O, no, no, no, no ; there is no necessity ; I have forty officers aroum 
the building; and they can't get away. 1 am bound to catch them." 

Q. And then Major Eichards said, unless you went home he wouL 
ta-ke you to the office f — A. He did not say that, sir. 

Q. What did he say ! — A. He said, "Young man, I will take you ove 
to the office if you don't pass on," or "if you don't keep quiet." I don' 
know which of those two words it was. 

Q. Were you making a noise ?— A. I was talking, not as loud, prol 
ably, as I am talking now ; but the others were whispering. 

Q. Who was this who met you the next morning, and said it was we) 
done ? — A . Mr. John Van Riswick. 

Q. What position has he in the board of public works! — A. None, sii 
that I am aware of. 

Q. Who wa« it that you met next morning connected with the board f- 
A. A young man named George Howard. 

Q. Was it lie who remarked that it was well done ! — A. No, sir; I firs 
spoke to him about it. Directly after coming out of my house, and pass 
ing the corner, I spoke to George Howard about it, and read that state 
raent to him. After I left him, I then saw Mr. John Van Riswick. 

Q. Who is he ! — A. President of the Great Falls Ice Company. H( 
is one of the memorialists. 

Thomas M. Shepherd sworn and examined. 
By Mr. BASS : 
I Question. You are a brother of Governor Shepherd ? — Answer. Yei 

i sir. 

i Q. state all you know about this burglary. — A. Along in the ever 

Ij ing of the affair I was going home, about 11 o'clock, or a little after i: 

|t perhaps 

I Q. Where from ? — A. I had been to the theater \^ith a friend, an 

|i was going home about 11 o'clock. I live on Fourth street. We got u 

j{ by the city-hall, and I noticed two gentlemen standing. I did m 

I recognize them. I had got ahead a little ways, and I heard some on 

call my first name. I did not know exactly whether they were callin 
j me, but I retraced my steps, and got close enough to recognize Majc 

J Richards and Mr. Harrington. I spoke to them, and asked them what the 

J were doing. Major Richards told me to stop ; that they might need m 

help. I told him I would do that. I waited there for an hour or mor< 
■■ perhaps. I saw the men go in the office j waited there for some tim< 

and heard the explosion take place. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 97 

Q. Where did the men come from? When did you first see the 
men? — A. They came from the direction of Fourth- and-a-half street and 
the avenue, and went into the office. I saw them going up the steps. 

Q. You could see them from your side of the street quite distinctly ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it moonlight ? — A. I think it was moonlight ; yes, sir. 

Q. So that you could distinguish their height! — A. No, I could not- 
distinguish their height, or anything of that sort. I just distinguished 
that Ihey were men going in. 1 waited there until after the explosion, 
and saw two men come out. I started with the gentlemen, Major 
Eichards and Mr. Harrington, to follow the men. 

Q. When they came out, where did they go ? — They came across the 
avenue to Fifth street, and went along Fifth — the man that we fol- 
lowed — to E, and down E to Seventh. 

Q. What became of the other man ? — A. They divided. I could not 
say exactly where he did go — I think down D street. 

Q. Did you see them when they separated ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Where were you at that time,? — A. I was following right after the 
men, but I could not see them. 

Q. You followed from the beginning ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where were you when they were at the corner of Fifth and D 
streets ? — A. I was right behind them ; right behind the man who turned 
down Filth street; he went on the west side of Fifth. I was on this 
side. 

Q. And you were in company with Harrington and Eichards ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Anybody else ? — A. Mr. Clarvoe and Mr. Williams 5 we all joined. 

Q. You were all there, and all in sight of these men ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How happened it that you did not see the men go down D street ? — 
A. Well, I was a little excited seeing the men come out, and I did not 
see where they separated. I saw two men come out, but it strikes me 
that one went down D street. 

Q. And did you five gentlemen follow the man up Fifth street ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did anybody make any suggestion about any number of the party 
going down D street after the other man ? — A. Not that I am aware of; 
I never heard any. 

Q. Did anybody suggest that one of the men had gone dowiBD 
street ? — ^A. I did not hear that question. 

Q. Were you in any way surprised when you saw but one man ahead 
of you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you manifest your surprise? — A. I did not manifest it in 
any way. I thought both men were together, until I followed the man 
who went down Fifth street a little ways. 

Q. Then you saw that there was but one 5 did it surprise you at all 
that there was but one ? — A. It did. 

Q. What did you say about it? How did you manifest your sur- 
prise ? — A. I did not manifest it in any way. I did not see any manifes- 
tation of surprise on the part of any one. 

Q. Did anybody make any suggestions about the other man, as to 
where he had gone? — A. No, sir 5 not that I heard. 

By Mr. Hamilton: 
Q. Or about pursuing him ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. There was nothing said about pursuing him ? — A. No, sir: not that 
I heard. 

7 SB 
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By Mr. BASS: 

Q, Was not that a little singular? — A. Well, it appeared a little sii 
gular; yes. 

Q. Did it appear siugnlar to you at the time f — A. Well, I do lu 
know but what it did; yes, sir; but Major Eichards was there, and I su] 
posed that they knew what they were about, and had their officers o 
tiie alert. 

Q. When did Mr. Clarvoe join your party! — A. Mr. Clarvoe was o 
the other side of the street, and I think as soon as the m^i came out h 
followed right after them, and we joined them right about the corner < 
Fifth and the avenue. 

Q. Were you there by any preconcerted arrangement ? — A. No, sii 
I had not the slightest intimation of it. 

Q. You had been at the theater?— A. Yes, sir; and was going honn 

Q. You had no intimation that these parties were there? — A. No, su 
not the slightest. 

Q. Did you know that anything of this kind was going to occur ? — 1 
I had not the slightest knowledge. 

Q. It was purely accidental ! — A. Yes, sir ; he called to me, and I ^ 
i, the thing through. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Why did you not arrest these men before they blew open that safe 
Did you not know they were hammering on it ? — A. Well, I heard thee 

Q. Distinctly ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. W^hy did you not make the arrest ? — A. Watching out there sue 
a long time. Major Eichards proposed it, and I also proposed to hii 
" Miyor,'^ I said, " let's go in and arrest them.'' I think Mr. Harringtc 
opposed that, and said he wanted to follow the men, and wanted to s< 
where they were going, and what they did — ^he wanted to pipe them, 
think that was tl^ expression that he used. 

Q. After the explosion, was there any proposition to arrest them ?- 
A. No, sir ; not that I heard of. 

Q. You did not hear any proposition made then by Major Eicharc 
to arrest them ? — A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. There was no effort made to arrest them there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Which way did they go after they came out? — A. They cam 
across the avenue to Fifth street. 

Q. You were standing where ? — ^A. Eight opposite the office. 

Q. On the north side ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How close did they come to you ? — A. They came right acros 
Just as we saw them get out Clarvoe followed up from behind, and \^ 
went across the avenue and kept them right in front. 

Q. You were close to them? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They did not break and run ? — A. No, sir ; I did not see them ruj 

Q. There was nothing to prevent their seeing you ? You saw thei 
distinctly ? — A. O, yes, sir. 

Q. They must have seen you ? — A. I should judge so. We were clos 
enough, 1 know. 

Q. Was there any attempt, apparently, to conceal their persons wh€ 
they came out of that building! — A. No, sir; they walked out vei 
boldly. 

Q. Eight across that open avenue ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Eight in your presence ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How far behind were you when you were following them ? — I 
Well, I suppose some of the gentlemen were nearer than I ; I kept o 
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the opposite side of tbe street from the man ; he went on the west side 
of the street, and I was on the other side. 

Q. These men went along deliberately? — A. Yes, sir; they went 
along very deliberately. 

Q. And you went along in the usual mode of walking akmg the 
street f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And there was no reason why this man should not have known 
that you were right there f — A. Yes, sir ; he must have known it, unless 
he was a very cool, collected man. 

Q. He must have known that you were there?— A. I think so; he 
could not help it, I think. 

Q. Did he seem to have lost his way at any time ? — A. Yes, sir ; he 
went down to Seventh, and down Seventh to G, and down G to Ninth, 
and at the comer of Ninth and G we were very close, and he spoke and 
asked the way to F street. 

Q. Did he come back toward you ? — A. No, sir ; he stopped right at 
the corner. He saw that we were right around him. 

Q. How close were you to him then ? — A. I suppose not over — as far 
as from here to that mantle, I suppose. We.were right on him. 

Q. Who told him where F street was ? — A. I do not remember whether 
it was Major Richards, or Harrington, or Clarvoe. They were nearer to 
him than I was. 

Q. Then he went on down to F and turned up F ? — A. Yes, sir; to F 
and Tenth ; in the neighborhood of Mr. Alexander's house. 

Q. How far did you keep from him all this time? — ^A. We kept him 
shadowed — right on his track. 

Q. Right close to him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did anybody pass him — any one of your party ? — A. Not that I 
know of. 

Q. Did not Mr. Williams pass in front of him ? — A. I did not see him. 
He was ahead of me. I did not see Williams until we got to the house. 

Q. Williams was in advance of him ? — A. Not in advance of him. 
The party that were following him straggled some. Some were right 
alongside of him almost, and others were behind. 

Q. There was no effort made to arrest him until he got to Alexander's 
house ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did yon see him ring the front-door bell ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where were you then ? — A. I was on the opposite side of the street. 

Q. Right across the street? — A. Yes, sir. He went up the steps and 
rang tto bell there, and then went down the basement and rung the bell 
there. 

Q. Did you see him walk backward and forward in front of the 
house? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many times did he walk backward and forward? — A. O, it 
was a good while ; about half an hour. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. After the ringing of the bell ? — A. After the ringing of the bell. 
By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Then did he make an inquiry of some one of the party as to who 
lived there ?— A. I didn't hear that. 
Q. Were you on the other side of the street ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then did he go down and ring the basement-bell ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And down there was where he was arrested ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If there was anything done or anything said in relation to trying 
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to arrest this other party, state to the committee what it was. — ^A. 
never heard a word said about arresting him. 

Q. There was no suggestion made for his arrest ! — A. No, sir 5 n( 
that I know of. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. Did two men come out from the office ! — A. Yes, sir 5 they cam 
boldly out from the office and across the avenue. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. When they called you to them, did they tell you what was goin 
on f — A. After I went back, yes, sir. They just told me that there wa 
an attempt to rob the district attorney's office, and they told me thj 
they might want some help. They told me to stop. 

Q. Did they tell you whether they had seen any demonstration of 
at that time f — A. I saw the men go in. 

Q. But at that time did they tell you f — A. No, sir. 

Q. But they told you that there was an attempt made to rob th 
office? — A. Yes, sir. , 

Q. And that they might want your help *? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They did not tell you that anything had appeared yet ! — A. N< 
sir. 

A. B. Williams sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. You are an attorney and counsellor-at-law in this Districts- 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you been admitted to the barf — A. I have bee 
admitted to. the bar about seven years, I think. 

Q. You are a practicing attorney here, are you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You were in the vicinity of Mr. Harrington's office on the evenin 
of this burglary? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. IState to the committee, if you please, how you happened to g 
there ? — A. About three or four o'clock in the afternoon of the day pre^ 
ions to this affair I met Mr. Harrington, and he informed me that h 
had received a letter stating that his safe was to be robbed that nigh 
and I said to him, '^ What, in the name of God, does anybody want < 
your safe. You haven't got any money in it, have you?" He says, "N< 
there is no money in it." " Well," I said, " I can't conceive that anybod 
should want anything out of your safe, unless you have some papei 
there that somebody wants." Mr. Harrington says, ^'Well, I do nc 
know what they want, if anything of the kind should occur, but I woul 
like to have you be there." 1 said to him, ''Who else will probably I 
around there?" He said that he probably would be, with Major Ricl 
ards, the chief of police, and Mr. Clarvoe would be there. I told hii 
that I would come around there about half past eight or nine o'clocl 
Accordingly, at about half past eight or nine o'clock I passed down Louii 
iana avenue by the office 5 and as I was going down Louisiana avenu 
toward Sixth street, from Fourth-and-a-half, I saw Mr. Clarvoe in th 
doorway of the house just below. Knowing or supposing him to b 
there on the same errand that I was, 1 spoke to him, and I went up th 
steps of the house and stood there with him a few moments. 

By Mr. Thurman: 
Q. Which house, the house where he was standing, or the office ?- 
A. The house where he was standing. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 101 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. What was said at that time between you and him, if anything ! — 
A. I asked him if he had seen 'any thing. I believe he said at that time 
that he had not. I then left him, and said I would go around and find 
some other place of observation. So I went over by the city-hall. I 
went up the city-hall steps and stood in the background by the city- 
hall, where it was dark, in the shade, some little time. Then I went 
around and came to the corner of Eourth-and-a-half street again, and 
seeing the covered doorway which goes into Mr. Bradley's office, I went 
np there lo see if that was a good point of observation. I found that 
it was, and that I could see the steps there quite distinctly. The moon 
at that time was shining quite brightly. I accordingly staid in there a 
few moments, and then I came out and went down to Mr. Olarvoe, and 
suggested that we should go up there, I think. We came up there at 
any rate, and in a little while we saw two men come along the street 
from Fourth -and-a-half street way. One of them went into the office; 
the other staid out. They could not see us, because there was a glass 
between us and them ; and we were looking out of the pane — a broken 
pane there, but they could not see us on account of the shade, which 
we had the advantage of, they standing in the light. 

Q. This doorway of Harrington's office at that time was in the moon- 
light ? — A. Yes, sir ; the steps are light colored and we could see quite 
distinctly then. One of the men went into the. office and staid a mo- 
ment or so, and came out. He spoke to the other, and the two went 
. away. I said to Mr. Olarvoe (and I think Mr. Olarvoe made the same 
remark to me) that that looked suspicious. We waited there, and that 
same thing was repeated two or three times, at intervals of, say, three- 
quarters of an hour. 

Q. Where did the men go ?— A. They went off down Third street 5 once 
they went around the corner. 

Q. They must have gone right past you ? — A. They did.- We were 
upstairs in the alcove, which was partitioned off, and which was of 
glass, and there was a good deal of mist on the glass, so that after they 
bad gone away I went down and looked up and found I could not see 
Clarvoe at all there. Therefore I thought that was the best point of 
observation. They came back again at about 12 o'clock and went in 
there. 

Q. Stop right there a moment. Did you see them bring anything 
with them, or have anything in their possession !— A. One of them 
seemed to have something under his coat. He seemed to go along the 
street this way, [indicating,] as if he was holding something under his 
coat 

By Mr. Thueman : 

Q. Is that the last time f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you notice that on any previous occasion ? — A. No, sir. On 
the first occasion I know both of them came along swinging their arms 
this way, [indicating.] But on the last occasion one of them came along 
in this manner, with his hands around him, holding something. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Then what occurred ? — A. After they went in they came to the 
front blinds and we heard them close, or rather the front blinds were 
dosed. We could not see that they closed them, but we saw the front 
blinds closed and heard the noise of closing them. We then came dowa 
from our place of observation and stood out nearer the steps, listening. 
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We heard some little sound in there occasionally. It seemed as if the: 
were striking blows. 

Q. You stood nearer the steps of Harrington's office ? — A. Yes, sir 
we came down from these steps and went toward the steps of the office 
On one occasion, I think, I passed by the oflBce down, and then I made j 
detour around and came back where Mr. Clarvoe was. I passed dowi 
for the object of listening to see what I could hear, and as I said 1 hear< 
these sounds, I thought I heard sounds. As I heard these sounds 
heard a dog bark once or twice. 

I should say they went in there about 12 o'clock. After they ha< 
been in there for the period of about tw6 hours and a half, I reckon 
which would make it about half past two, I heard a heavy explosion 
accompanied by the jingling and rattling of broken glass. The explo 
sion did not make a sound that was audible as far as the glass did ; for 
in the stillness of the night, the rattling and banging of the glass coul< 
be heard at a farther distance than the other sound. The other sounc 
was a dull, heavy explosion. We waited after the explosion, I shoaU 
judge, for about half an hour, and then, suddenly, the two men cami 
out quickly. 

Mr. Clarvoe and I had arranged, when they came out, he should leav< 
me, because he was the officer and the party tbat was in control, an< 
not me, although I was there to assist him ; and that he should tak< 
up the trail, and I, as soon as possible, in order not to attract thei 
suspicion, follow him. Therefore when they came out Mr. Clarvoe sai< 
to me, "Good night; I am going home." I says, " Good night; I wil 
see you again in the mwning," or something like that. They, as the; 
came out, went quickly down the steps and went diagonally across th 
street toward the corner of Fifth street and Louisiana avefaue. Mi 
Clarvoe started in the same direction when he bade me good night. Ii 
order to keep up the appearance of parting with him, I turned in th< 
opposite direction. 

Q. You expected them to hear this conversation of good-night t — A 
It was possible. I could not say whether they heard it or not; but i 
seemed to give it that appearance of casually leaving each other. That 
of course, was the intention, sir. They walked very rapidly as the^ 
came past, and as soon as I thought proper I turned and followed in th^ 
same direction that they had taken. Of course, while they were goin^ 
toward Fifth street, and I was going the other way, we were doublin| 
our distance. That put me a considerable distance behind. When ] 
got to the comer of Fifth street and Louisiana avenue — D street, if yoi 
are familiar with the locality, comes right in there — I looked up Fifbl 
street and I could see a form just disappearing in the distance, which, 
from the appearance, I knew to be Mr.^ Clarvoe. I looked up D stree 
toward Sixth, and I saw a form there, just in the verge of the darkness 
disappearing, which, from the glance that I had gotten of the parties 
who came out, I thought was one of them. It seemed be the shorte 
and stouter one of the two. I could just see the form disappearing ii 
the darkness. I should say here that the early part of this night wa 
quite bright, but the latter part of the night the moon had become s< 
obscured by the clouds it became quite dark. Immediately seeing thai 
form, and knowing that Mr. Clarvoe would certainly be after the righ 
party, if they had separated, it was for me to take the other party. ] 
started down D street as rapidly as I could go. That form, whether il 
was the burglar or not, or the party who came out or not, or whoever ii 
was, turned as if coming up Sixth street, and disappeared from my sight 
I hurried down to the corner of Sixth and D, and when I got there ] 
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aid see nothing of any person. I looked in every direction j 
3onld, and then walked rapidly and partially run np Six 
w^rd E. 

By Mr. Thueman : 
[J. He turned north, then, on Sixth f — A. He seemed to tt 
he tamed the comer, but whether he pursued that direction 
impossible for me to say on account of the darkness. ] 
ared from my si^ht, going north. When I got to the comei 
'eet and E, of course, having the intention to look all aroi 
d see what I could see, when I got up there near to the con 
the opposite side of E street, midway between the north wes 
rtheast corner of E and Sixth, a man with a bag or bun 
nd, whom I» recognized to be the taller of the men who came 
3 appearance. 

13. That was on E street ?— A. Yes, sir. 
Q, At the intersection of Sixth I — A. Yes, sir 5 and when I 
was about half-way across the street. 

Q. In the middle of Sixth street? — A. Yes, sir; pursuing t 
Btreet, walking quite rapidly. I crossed E street to the 
mer, then crossed to the northwest corner, and took up th 
ving him. After I had followed along for a little distance 
)und, and I saw a form on the opposite side of the street, wl 
pearances I took to be Mr. Clarvoe. Whether I was corr( 
lo not know. I was probably 150 feet in the rear of the n 
lowing, or about that distance. This form on the othe 
3 street, which I have no doubt in my own mind was Mr. 
ihough I have never asked him about it, was a little in a( 
>, a^d seemed to be pursuing the same direction. The man ] 
snt up E street 40 Seventh, up Seventh, on the east side of t 
F, and I crossed over and took the Post-Office side. I croi 
t wishing to appear to be following the man, and took the w< 
the Post-Office side. As I was going up, the man crossed d 
jrard the Patent-Office comer, across Seventh. That broi 
th© same side that I was, and I followed him along up t< 
)nt down G to Ninth. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Up G to Ninth, you mean ? — A. Yes, sir ; up G to Ninth 
mer of Ninth street he stopped for a moment. It was thei 
at I was following him pretty closely, and I passed him and \ 
e other side of Ninth street. The man then turned down Ni 
F. I was taking the opposite. As he turned, I walked i 
\t down to F street and took the south side— the south co 
peet. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. The southwest corner of F and Ninth, that would be ? 
p. The man came down and crossed over to the northwest c 
Q. Came down on the east side ! — A. Yes, sir ; which is tl 
dice side, and then recrossed over and went up F street. W 
m cross over, I went on moving up toward F, in order that 
lould not be in advance of me. I knew he could not get a 
' me, because I knew the other parties must have been back 
ivanced on the other side of the street, the south side of J 
le man was about midway of the square — I walked faster thj 
got so far ahead of him that I could not look back and see 
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where he was, the darkness was so great. I could hear footsteps, ho¥ 
ever, and I crossed diagonally over and took the north side of F streei 
listening to his steps all the way. 

Q. When you got over on the north side, was he before you or behin 
you f — A. Behind me, sir ; probably 200 feet behind me, at least. I wen 
along F street in that position, with the man behind me, listening t 
his steps, until I got to the northwest corner of 11th and F. I crossed 11 1 
and crossed 10th street, and I was then on the northwest corner of '. 
and 11th. I then could not hear the sound of his footsteps, and I stoppe 
and listened. I did not hear his footsteps, and I went back to the nortl 
east comer of 11th and F, and I listened there and I heard the ringing ( 
a bell. As I stood there, the bell rang once, or twice, or three times. 

Q. While you were standing on the corner of 11th and F you hear 
the ringing of this belH — A. Yes, sir; I think it is 11th and F I hear 
the ringing of the bell. I stood there, and, at the second ringing, 
think I went a little back until I could see the form of a man of th 
same appearance standing on the doorsteps down there ringing the bel 
Then I recognized the form to be that of the man whom I was follow 
ing. Of course I kept out of sight as much as possible, and the ma 
i rang the bell therft some five or six times up-stairs. The steps go uj 

■ They lead up half a dozen, or eight or ten stone steps. He then came dow 

the steps and went down below the door-way underneath the steps, an 
rang the bell there some five or six times. In the mean time I had gon 
around and across the street until I stood nearly opposite to him in th 
alley-way there, which was very dark, and from which shelter we coul 
see him quite distinctly, after he had rung the bell four or five time 
there. 

Q. Do you mean the basement-bell? — A. Yes, sir. After that I walke 
back to my first position on the corner of F and 11th. I suppose th 
man staid there some half an hour pretty nearly — 2Q or 30 minutes- 
ringing the bell. I should say he rang the bell some ten or twelve timee 
and, as he rang the bell while upstairs, he would look up as if expeci 
ing some one to open the window or to speak to him. I then saw, whil 
standing there, two forms go over toward the house from the oth€ 
side of the street, and I inferred that that was the officers going to arres 
the man. I came up there and found that that inference was correci 
that they had arrested him, and were bringing him up out of the ba8< 
ment of those steps. I asked some one who was standing around-:-I d 
^ not recollect who — whose house it was, and they told me it was Ooliina 
bus Alexander's. And that is all I know; about it. 

Q. Who were these officers ? — A. Major Eichards and Mr. Clarvoe. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Q. The last time that these two men entered the office of Mr. Hai 
rington did you observe from which direction they came ? — A. The 
came from Fourth-and-a-half street direction. Mr. Harrington's offic 
is on the south side of Louisiana avenue, and it is towar4 Sixth streei 

Q. Did you know at that time where Mr. Harrington and M^o 
Eichards were stationed ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You knew they were on the north side of the street ? — A. Yes, sir 
by a bill-board over there. 

. Q. Did you know when they took that station ? — A. Well, they tool 
that station — I guess it must have been an hour before that — some tim< 
before. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. An hour before the men first came f — A. O, not before they firs 
came ; before they went in, Mr. Bass says, the last time. 
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By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Did you observe them when they took that station by the bill- 
board!— A. I did. 

Q. Did you see a man leave that bill-board shortly before they took 
their station there ?— A. No, sir 5 I did not. There was quite a number 
of people passing along by. 

Q. Did you observe that one of these burglars, at ofie time when he 
eotered Harrington's office, left this place at the bill-board *? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. But shortly after he left that station, Mr. Harrington and Major 
Kichards occupied it 1 — A. No, sir 5 no such thing as that occurred. 
The two men when they came there at all times came in company. One 
would come in and the other &tay out. Then they passed a word or two 
ana went off. I did not see them separate from each other at any time. 

Q. They cafhe out and passed you, and then returned? — A. They 
passed right by us. 

Q. And then returned? — A. Yes, sir. If you would notice the local- 
ity at moonlight, you would find that that was the most sheltered way 
of going to the place. 

Q. During the time that they were at work on this safe, did Mr. 
Clarvoe leave you to go and have any consultation with Mr. Harrington 
and Major Eichardsl — A. While the parties were in there we moved 
around considerably. I know that I met Major Richards, and Mr. Clar- 
voe was there, and I saw Mr. Harrington there. 

Q. Was any suggestion made at any time with reference to going in 
and arresting these men when they were at work there, or before they 
had an opportunity to escape ? — A. No, sir ; I think the idea was de- 
termined that we should follow and find out who it was that wanted 
this thing done. We came to that conclusion, as there was no money 
in the safe. 

Q. When and Where was that determination made, and by whom? — 
A. I had no conversation with them about it, except as I tell you, in 
the beginning. I said, " In the name of God, what can the men want of 
your safe, without it is that ?" 

Q. That does not amount to a determination. When was there any 
determination not to arrest them during the commission of the offense, 
bnt to follow them to some place ? — A. Well, sir, I made that sugges- 
tion several times. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. When was it determined upon ? — A. I made a suggestion to Mr. 
Harrington at that time. I think there were some remarks about the 
arresting ; but I said I should not arrest the man unless I found out 
who he was, and where he was going. If he was taking anything out 
of my safe I would find out about it. I know the remarks were made 
there. 

By Mr. Bass: 
Q. What made you suspect that he would go anywhere particularly f 
—A. Simply because Mr. Harrington had informed me that there was 
no money there; and I said to him, if there is not anything there that 
is of value, it must be some one who thinks you have some papers there ; 
and if there is some one who thinks you have papers there, it is well to 
find out who that some one is. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. A good way to find him out would have been to arrest him, would 
it not? — A. Well, T do not know whether it might be, or not; perhaps 
he would not have told. 
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By Mr. BASS : 
Q. What did Mr. Harrington say ; he assented, did he, or did he act 
— A. Yes, that was his and my opinion. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. Was any name suggested as to the person who might be disco 
ered by following these men! — A. No. 
Q. Was it suggested where they might possibly go I — A. !No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Did Mr. Harrington say anything about having an interview, ( 
proposing to have an interview, with Major Richards ? — A. Mr, Ha 
rington said that Major Richards wrould probably be there, and that.l 
shonld see him. That was about half past three or four o'clock in tl 
afternoon. I asked him who I should see there. 

Q. Did you go armed? — A. I never go armed. 

Q. Did you that night you were pursuing burglars — you would 1: 
likely tof — A. No, sir; not in the way you suppose; I do not carry 
pistol, ever; but I had a weapon that I could have used eftectively if 
was necessary. 

Q. After you missed the man on the corner of D and Sixth streets, ai 
found that the other one had been arrested, did any conversation occi 
with regard to the missing man! — ^A. I made the remark to them, j 
we were passing down the street, that when I arrived at the corner < 
Fifth and Louisiana avenue I saw an object coming down D street, 
think I made that remark. Who I made it to, or who heard it, I do n 
recollect. There were three or four of us together after the man hi 
been arrested. I think I made that remark. 

Q. What was said with reference to his being pursued, or any effo 
being made to arrest him ? — A. There was nothing said, except H 
Harrington said he would like to have got the other one ; and Maj 
Richards said so too ; and Major Richards, I think, started off, I 
went up Seventh street to look around and see if he could see anyboc 
or anything. 

Q. Was anything else done that you know of, or anything said besid 
in reference to it ? — A. I cannot recollect of anything else. 

By Mr. Thubman : v 

Q. While you were following these men, did you see anything of M 
jor Richards and Mr. Harrington ? — A. When I was going up B stre 
there was some one behind me. There were two persons together, ai 
I came to the conclusion that they were Major Richards and Mr. Hi 
rington. Of course, I was not looking behind ; I was looking ahead, 
knew that this man was one of the men, and 1 was determined, aft 
having got one good sight of him, and on trail of him, that he shon 
not get away, and if I had* got as good sight of the other man, he nev 
could have got away. If 1 could have got my hands on him, I woo 
have arrested him. 

Q4 You mean while you were going up E street I — A. Well, I was ^ 
ing up E street to Seventh. 

Q. That is, while you were following the man who had escaped f — 
While I was following the man who had the bag. 

Q. The other went where ? — A. Down D to Sixth, which is but a she 
distance, and he disappeared. 

Q. You saw nothing of Richards and Harrington when you were g 
ing down D street f — A. Ko, sir ; I did not look around. I was ifi 
hurry to overtake that man. 
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By Mr. Bass : 

When did you leave these parties that ni^t ? — A. When the 
was arrested was taken to headquarters, I stepped down the i 
'der to catch a view of his face, lor previous to that time I ha( 
his face to know it. I stepped down and looked in, but they 
right in a back room, and I tamed around and came out. I 
; back up to the district attorney's office, and the balance o 
Y, I believe, came up there too. I went in, and I saw when 
had been blown off of the safie. The carpet had been cut and ] 

the window. The force of the explosion had blown dowB 
ng-doors between the rooms, and the whole place was in confu 
ling very strongly of gunpowder, and there was a good de 
ce there, tools, &c., and the contents of the safe gone. You a 
^hen I left there. When we came out, of there, I went with 
ington to the corner of Fourthand-a-half street, and there, bj 
hall, 1 said ''Good-night'' to him, " I am going to bed to get a 
l" I went down to my office, and went to bed, and went to s 

He started to where ? — A. He went toward his home. 

By Mr. Thubman : 

About what time in the afternoon was it that you saw Mr. 
on ? — A. Well, 1 think it was between 3 and 4 o'clock 5 about 

He told you he had received a letter saying that his safe w 
roken open that night f — A. Yes, sir. 

Did he show you the letter f — A. He had a letter in his hands 
not think I read it. 

Did he say where it came from ? — A. He did not say. I h 

casual conversation. I was in a hurry at the time. I had 1 
aess that it was necessary for me to attend to; and I simply ss 

after passing the few words which I have detailed, " 1 will be tl 

1 come around there ; " and I came. 

Did he say from whom the letter came? — A. He did not. 

He told you, simply, that he had received a letter saying tha 
would be blown open that night ? — A. He said he had receiv 
r saying that his safe would be blown open, and asked me 1 
nd there that night. He did not say it was to take place thatn 

He did not say when his safe would be blown open ? — A. Nc 

But that he had received a letter saying that it would be b 
, and asked you to come around that night ? — A. He said h€ 
\ied a letter saying that it would be broken open, and asking r 
b around that night. 

Did he say when he had received that letter ? — A. He did no 
a very casual conversation about it, as I have detailed. I thii 
> told you every word of that conversation. 

Was anybody present but yourself? — A. No, sir; we met rigl 
Jornerof Fourth-and-a-half street and Louisiana avenue, asthe^ 
ght opposite the city-hall. 

When these men came toward the office did they go up Fo 
a-half street and turn into Louisiana avenue, or fix)m toward G 
it? 

le Witness. Which time ? 
r. Thubman. Each time. 

. AVell, sir, we were standing looking intently at those steps 
ourse at every sound we would look around 5 but looking int< 
K)se steps it was necessary for us to keep our eyes there, nearl; 
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whole time. I think, however, that on the last occasion these men cai 
up as if they came from Third street ; but on the first one or two oo 
sions they came around the corner, I think. 

Q. Why did not one of you look one way and the other the other \ 
A. If I had stood there and looked out I should have been seen by a 
person coming, because the door was open, and we could not get it 
gether very closely, and there was no pane of glass broken out the 
It was but indistinctly that we could see in that direction ; but in 1 
direction of Harrington's office there was a pane of glass broken out, a 
we could look distinctly right through a broken pane of glass. The gh 
there is very dirty, and there was a good deal of mist there that ni^ 
on it also, so that we could not see as well in the direction toward Th 
street as we could toward Harrington's office. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. You were constantly watching these steps, were youf — A. I Wi 
and it was a very tiresome proceeding for an hour or two. If I was i 
constantly watching them, Mr. Clarvoe would be constantly watchi 
them. 

Q. Your attention was directed continually in that way? — A. Y 
sir. It was pretty difficult work to watch, too, because of the indistii 
light of the moon. Sometimes a cloud would come over it, and we woi 
have to strain our eyes, and then the light would come brightly, whi 
would dazzle our eyes. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Were there any other police-officers there than Major Richards a 
Mr. Clarvoe f — A. Well, sir, I should say, to my knowledge, there \ 
no one ; but I know by information that there were others in the re 

Q. You saw none but those two ? — A. No, sir. I saw none, exa 
that there was one who came around once, but went right back aga 

Q. Were any pickets stationed west of the office 5 you and Mr. Clan 
were stationed in Bradley's alcove ! — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Richards and Harrington on the opposite side of the strc 
over by the city-hall ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were there any pickets established on the west side! 

The Witness. Do you mean before they went in, or after f 

Mr. Thurman. Before. 

A. No, sir ; it was unnecessary. There was no place there to ] 
them where you could see. Those were private residences, and tl 
shut them up, and a man standing there would attract attention, b( 
of the people in the house and the passers-by. 

Q. If a man had been stationed at the southwest corner of Judicii 
Square, (that is the corner of Fifth and D,) could he not easily enon 
have got in the shade of a tree or in the corner of the fence, with< 
being observed ? — A. Well, now, I cannot say. I have not been th< 
to examine that in that light that we had that night. I know thai 
man at that point, however, could not see these steps to see whether 
object went in or not. It was too great a tax upon the eyesight. 

Q. A man could have seen another from the southwest corner of « 
diciary Square who would approach those steps, could he notf — A. 1 
sir 5 not on that night. 

Q. Not when the moon was shining? — A. It would have been bar 
possible for him to have seen the object. I went across, as I have sa 
to the city-hall, which is much nearer than that, and I have prei 
good eyesight. I looked very intently there, and I found that it ^ 
such a tax on my eyesight that objects became hazy, and I e^uld 1 
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igaish whether any parties went in or not. I had to leav 

i of observation and come around. 

Does the rear of that building abut upon any alley If — A. 1 1 

3S. 

Was anybody stationed in that alley I — A. As I said be 
no knowledge — I do not know, for I did not go there. I 
I, however, that there were oificers there. 
In the alley! — ^A. Yes, sir. I did not go around there at al 

By Mr. Wilson : 
How many persons did these burglars station outside of this 

watch it while they were at work inside? — A. None that 
3 was no person around there. 

They just went boldly in and went to work ? — A. They wen 
and went to work. 

You say that you were watching these steps all the while ?- 
lir. 
Then it is, possible that a man might have come right 

bill-boards across to the side of the street where you wei 
around to Eourth-and-a-half street, and come back again ai 
ave seen him ? — A. Well, I do not think it is possible. I an 
lent that no such thing did occur. 

Of that you are confident ? — A. I say I am very confident i 
ot occur, unless it was, of course, one of the parties. If I sj 
ngton move up and down the street, or if I saw Major Ric 
ig around, I took no notice of them 5 or if I saw Mr. Shepherd 
that Mr. Shepherd was among the party. N'ow, to show yo 
ately we watched, we saw a party stop and speak to the two i 
jvere behind the bill-board, whom we knew to be Mr. Harri 
lajor Richards, and after some little time move along. That 
id subsequently was Mr. Ivey. I believe he has been here 

We had a range of observation there which gave us con 
3 situation. 

When these fellows came out of the building they walked 
ly» you say ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Was this man whom you v^ere pursuing, continuing to walk 
3dly all the time — I mean the man with the carpet-bag ? 
3 Witness. Do you mean after I struck him on Sixth stre 

. Wilson. Yes. 

Well, he walked at a good fair gait. He did not walk a 

Q*a great hurry 5 but he walked as rapidly as a man ordi 

1 wadk who was going home at that time of night. 

In a good fast gait ? — A. It was rather a hurried walk. It 
hat kept me walking pretty fast. 

By Mr. Thueman : 

Did you help examine the papers that were in the carpet-b 
made no examination whatever of the contents of the carpe 
arpet-bag was partially open, and I just looked at it and 
tier again. It was in the charge of an officer. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Are you connected with the police-force in this city in any w 
0, sir. 
Have you ever been a policeman ? — ^A. No, sir. 
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Q. What relation do you bear to the district attorney's office ? — A. 
None, sir. 

Q. You are not in the employ of that office in any way f — A. N^e, sir. 

Q. Do you know how it happened that Mr. Harrington called upon 
you to assist him in a job like this ? — A. Well, sir, it happened in this 
way, I suppose. We are personal friends, and if I had wanted him to 
assist me in anything I should not hesitate to ask his assistance ; and I 
suppose the same feeling x^rompted him toward me. 

Q. There is no other reason than that, that you know of? — A. None 
in the world. 

Q. How many times have you been to see this man since he has been 
in jain — A. I was sent for by this man, I don't recollect how many days 
afterward 5 but some few days afterward, I received a note asking me 
to come and see him ; I have quite a number of clients in jail. I went 
over there and stated to him that 1 could not act as his counsel. I 
thought at first that I should not see him, but afterward I came to the 
conclusion that it would be wrong in me to keep him waiting, as it vras 
a serious ease to him, and I told him that I could not act as his counsel. 
I went there and called him down and told him that I could not act as 
his counsel, for reasons that it was needless for me to explain to him — 
that I did not desire to enter into an explanation, but that I could not 
act. 

Q. How long were you with him there at that time? — A. Well,heasked 
me what I thought of the casej if it was a serious case ; and I told him 
I thought it was. He made some casual remarks that he wanted to get 
counsel, and if I knew of anybody, to recommend them to him. I an- 
swered his remarks and questions, and then left him. I suppose that 
v^e were there two or three minutes together. 

Q. l>id yoti recommend counsel to him ? — A. No, sir ; I told him that 
I did not know of any one ; but if I did hear of any one I would send 
him over. 

Q. Have you seen him since that? — A. That was the first time that 
I saw him. He sent for me again. 

Q. Bid you go ? — A. Yes, sir ; he asked me then if I had anybody 
that I could recommend to him. I told him " no," and he asked me why 
I could not act, and I told him, " I cannot tell you, and it is useless for 
you to send for me any more, and don't do it." I should not have gone 
to see him the second time but from the fact that I had other business 
there, and so being there I thought I would just tell him that and set- 
tle his mind on the matter. 

Q. Have you seen him since that time ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Those are the only two interviews you have had with him ? — A. I 
think that is all, sir. Our conversation at the jail has been simply 
about trying to get me to defend him, and I told him I could not. 

Q. Have you seen him at any other time since this ? — A. Well, now, 
I do not know whether I saw him two times or more than two times, 
when I was over there. It occurs to me now, as you speak of it, that 
when I was over there he sent down word once that he wanted to see 
me, and came down to the gate, but 1 would not be positive that I had 
any conversation with him. 

Q. Who has been managing the case before the grand jury — the in- 
vestigation of this burglary ? — A. I do not know, sir, without it bas 
been the foreman of the grand jury. 

Q. Do you know what counsel has been connected with rtf — A. I 
have heard that Mr. Somerville, of New York, has had charge of this 
man's case. • 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D, C. 

, That is in the way of defense ; but what attorney has been at 
with the grand jury about this on the part of the pros^ution?- 
not know anything about it, sir. 1 do not suppose that the gi 

need any advice about it. 

Who draughts the indictment! — A. It is the district attori 
r to do it. 

Do you know what kind of an indictment has been retn: 
list this party f — A. I never have seen it^ and know nothing a 
I do not even know that he has been indicted, except that I 
:;em in the paper saying that he was indicted. 

Did I understand you to say that if you could have come on 
y when he went down D street, you should have arrested hin 
f I could have come up with him down there, I should undonbt 
5 arrested him. 

Why should you arrest him, when your purpose was to fc 
? — A. I say I should have arrested or followed him ; I cannot 
ih I would have done. 

You would have arrested or followed him ? — A. I should, of coi 
) been governed by circumstances. 1 should have looked at 
,li.nd if I felt convinced that he was one of these men that came 
lere, and that I could not gain anything by following him, h< 
ng any parcel or bundle to dispose of to any person, I should 1 
L to have arrested him. 

Do you not know that it was the understanding that these 
> not to be arrested, and that they were to be followed until 
nunieated with somebody, and then not only they were to b 
Hi, but the persons with whom they communicated were t 
Jted f — A. As I said in the be^nning, I advised that course, 

should follow; that we should see who it was that they comii 
i with. 

Do you not know that it was the purpose from the beginnin 
3t these parties and the men with whom they communicated I 
sir ; I do not know that there was any such purpose. If you wj 
net answer as to that point, I do not know whether that wai 
K)se or not. 

And you did not hear anything of that kind ? — A. I am not 
ant with the purpose of Major Kichards or Mr. Clarvoe aboul 
;er. 

Do you say that you did not hear anything of that kind si 
e that night I — A. I know that I made the remark that I ^ 
w them and see where they went, and see who they communic 
i; and that then I would arrest them. But, of course, if W( 
id them in the act of communication, that would necessitat 
9t of whoever they communicated with. 
. Well, was not that the purpose If — A. Well, one moment ; 
ing to that point. But as to the point of arresting the party par 
r with whom they communicated, I said nothing about.it, a 
t know of any understanding or direction, or anything of the 
It that. 

. Do you say that you did not hear tliat thing mentioned 
it f — A. 1 just say that very thing that I have stated. 
. Do you say it ? — A. I have said it, sir. 
r. Hamilton. You go every time into a suggestion that you n 
you did not state the understanding, or what was agreed upi 
Whether my words were taken up as the understanding or i 
t say : that was my suggestion ; that was my idea. We die 
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meet together and have any pre-determined plan, and set anybody to 
do this and ^nybody to do that with a distinct understanding at all ; 
but it was just a thing that grew up, so far as I know. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Was that suggestion made to Mr. Clarvoe or Matjor Eichards or 
Mr. Harrington ? — A. I made it, 1 guess, half a dozen times around 
there. I must have made it to Mr. Clarvoe. I do not know whether I 
made it to Mr. Harrington or Major Eichards, or not. 

Q. I would like to know now, without any circumlocution or verbiage 
about it, whether or not this matter of pursuing these parties and arrest- 
ing all together was talked about before these men came out of that 
building that night. 

The Witness. Pursuing and arresting all tpgether ! By that I sup- 
pose you mean the parties with whom they communicated, and all ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, sir. 

A. No, sir ; I had noX)alk about it. 

Q. That was not talked about ? — A. No, sir ; I had no talk about it, 
and it was not talked of in my presence, that I heard. Others might 
have talked about it, but I do not know anything about it. 1 do 
not know whether they did or not. 

Q. You went back to police headquarters after this man was arrested! 
— A. I walked back there. 

. Q. Now, what was done with reference to procuring the arrest of this 
party who had escaped ! — A. Well, so far as I know. Major Richards 
went out — left us as we were going there some time during the route, 
and said he was going to take a turn around*, and see if he could see any- 
thing of the other party, or any suspicious persons hanging around. 
I did not go. I went awfiy and went home. I was tired and sick of 
the whole thing. It was a good deal of a tax upon my strength. 

By Mr. Bass: 
Q. So that if Major Eichards did not do that, as he swears he did not, 
then there was nothing done 1? — A. Well, I do not know about that. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. You are talking about what occurred as you went down to head- 
quarters on the way. I want to know, now, what was done after you 
got down to headquarters, lookiug to the arrest of the man who had 
escaped ? 

The Witness. Do you mean what was done there ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, sir. 

A. I staid in headquarters about one-half a minute, and came right 
out and came up the street. I saw nothing done. 

Q. If there was anything done, you do not know it? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear of anything being done to arrest this manf — A. No, 
sir 5 I do not know anything about it. 

By Mr. Ha]VIILTON: 

Q. Did you see any other person in company with those two men that 
evening, who entered this office?— A. No, sirj there were only two men 
who came. 

Q. You did not see any other person in company with them at one 
time — three together? — A. I did not, sir; if there were three I did not 
notice the third one. 

Q. Was it suggested by Clarvoe, after they had gone in and you heard 
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noise, that they had better be arrested in the office? — A. I di 
r him make that remark ; I do not recollect it, if he made it. 
!. Did anybody suggest that the darkness of the night would 
ery difficult to arrest these men after they got out — that they > 
ikdy to get awayf — A. Mr. Clarvoe and I said that we would 
culty in following, and we must be lively in doing it. 
. Was not the darkness of the night commented upon? — A. 
) was the comment made. 

. It was suggested, then, that it would be difficult to find them 
J got out? — A. Yes; I said so, and Glarvoe agreed with me. 1 
e must be lively to be able to do it." 

. The darkness of the night rendered it very easy for almost 
y to escape, in the city, if they had been so minded? — A. It \^ 
ourse, have aided their escape very much. 
. Did this man who went to Alexander's house attempt at anj 
lake an escape ?— ^A. No, sir ; he walked rapidly, as I said. 
. He could see that these persons were on his trail and cloi 
? — A. Well, no, sir ; I don't know whether he could or not. 
. Did he not inquire where F street was? — A. He did not inqi 

. Did you hear him ? — A. I heard him make some remark t 

ies whom I supposed were Richards and Harrington, who w 

rear of me, after I had passed him at Ninth street, but what t 

k was, I could not say. 

. What was the answer to it? — A. I could not distinguisl 

E^er. 

. There was a conversation between them ? — There was no c( 

on, but just a word or two passed. 

. Very well ; that is conversation to that extent ? — A. Yes, si 

: extent ; Major Richards can tell you what the conversation w 

I. These parties pursuing him kept pretty close to him, did 

? — A. Mr. Harrington and other parties were a good deal b 

. I was closer and Clarvoe than any other parties. 

. You had beeii before and behind him ? — A. Some, yes 5 anc 

tie time I was in front and part of the time in the rear. 

. He made no effort to escape? — A. No, sir; if he had dropp( 

igs and run, we would have chased him. 

:. He would have got away in the dark ? — A. I do not thii 

Id. 

I. The other man got away ; it was quite dark, was it not ? — A. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
». Please tell me again what was the whole conversation that 
je between you and Mr. Harrington in the afternoon when h 
that he had received this letter. State the whole of the con 
L exactly as it occurred. In the first place, where did you meet 
let Mr. Harrington on the corner of Fourth-and-ahalf stree 
isiana avenue, or D street as it is sometimes called, right op] 
r Hall. 

j. That was about what time in the afternoon ? — A. About i 
ock in the afternoon ; along there. 

!. Was that meeting purely accidental ? — A. Purely so, on my 
!. Now state every word that was said, as near as you can rec 
-A. Well, sir^I said, "How are you, Dick?" and he said "B 
. says he, *' A. B,, I want to see you a minute.'' That is the 

8SB 
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way of our meeting. I think he spoke to me in that way at that time. 
He says, '^Look here, I have got a letter telling me that my safe is goiug 
to be broken open.'' I said, "Well, in the name of God, what does aoj- 
body want of your safe ? You haven't got any money in it." He says, 
"No." I says, "Then, if that is the ease, yon must have some papers 
somebody wants." He says, "No, I don't know of anything that I have 
got that anybody wants." I says, "They must think so, for that could 
be the only object I can conceive of." "Well," he says, "I would like 
to have you come aroundjabout half past eight." I says, " Well, who 
else will be here F and he said, "I shall speak to Major Eichards and Mr. 
Clarvoe, who will probably be here." Then I said, "' I will come around 
if I can ; I am in a hurry now, and have got to go over here to attend 
to some business." I was in a hurry then, and I went away and went up 
town. 

Q. That is the whole conversation, then, as near as you can recol- 
lect f — A. That is as near as I can recollect about it. 

Q. That is the whole of it, as near as you can recollect f — A. That 
is as near as I can recollect at the present time, the whole of it. I do 
not recollect of anything else that was said there. 

Q. You did not ask him from whom he received the letter f — A. 1 do 
not think I asked him from whom, and I do not think he told me from 
whom, or anything about it. 

Q. You did not ask him when he received the letter f — A. I did not. 

Q. You did not ask him where the letter came from ? — A. I did not, 
sir, that I recollect of; and certainly I did not retain it in my mind it' 
he told me. 

Q. You did not ask him to show you the letter ? — A. No, sir ; although 
he went into his pocket and pulled out a letter which I did not read. 
Whether it was that letter or not, I don't know. 

Q. But he did not show you any letter ? — A. I did not read it. I think, 
however, he held something in his hand at the time. I did not read the 
letter because I was in a hurry; it was enough for me, being a personal 
friend, for him to say what he did say to me, and for me to say that I 
would be there unless it was exceedingly inconvenient. If it had been 
exceedingly inconvenient I should not have come, but if it was conven- 
ient I should -come, and I was around there and went up there. 

Q. He asked you to come around. Did he ask you why he wanted 
you to come around ? — A. He said, as I stated, "I would like to have 
you come around there." 

Q. That was alH— A. That was all. 

Q. Was any thing said about you arming yourself f — A. No, sir; there 
was nothing said about that; for I don't suppose Mr. Harrington knows 
whether I am armed or not, or whether I was able to take care of my- 
self. 

Q. How long had you known Mr. Harrington! — A. Ever since he had 
been practicing law here. 

Q. How long is that ? — A. I think that is about the same time that I 
have been practicing — four or five years. I opened my office on Fourth- 
and-a-half street, two or three mouths before he opened his, and we 
have been practicing together here ever since. Sometimes he has been 
against me and sometimes he has been with me in cases : but lately he 
has been against me, because lam defending and he is prosecuting most 
of the time. 

Q. Was there any conversation with this man who was arrested that 
vou heard? — A. I had not a word of conversation with him. 

Q. Did you hear any conversation? — A. I heard Mr. Clarvoe say, 
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4 

ell, it looksmigUty suspicious" — some remark about being suspic 
"I arrest you ;"that was as they came up from down iu the base 

out of the house and got on the pavement I heard a remark i 

Clarvoe saying suspicious, or something like that. 
Was that all you heard ? — A. That is all, sir ; I did not hear 

I his mouth. 



Friday, May 15, li 
le committee met at 10 a. m., in secret session. 

>lonel H. C. Whitley^ having been duly sworn, testified as fol" 

By the Chair^ian : 
lestion. Colonel Whitley, state your occupation. — Answer. 
r of the secret-service division of the Treasury Department. 

Do you know Michael Hays ! — A. Yes, sir. 

How long have you known him ? — A. I think it was about 
3 ago I first knew him. I cannot tell exactly without looking i 
s. He was at work for me. 

He has been in your employ f — A. Yes, sir, he has been in m 

How long since he left your employ f — A. That I could not tell 
16 was not working for me but a few months 5 worked for me 
h, in the Ku-Klux business. He and a man named Garter w< 
bher for me for a few months, and I discharged them, or th( 
id on an intimation ; they did not resign of their own accord 5 
I both discharged. 

What Carter is that ; do you know where he is employed now.' 
nk he is employed, from what he told me here — one day, when ; 
>n t of the National Hotel, or the Metropolitan Hotel, 1 do not 
h, because I stopped at both these hotels — after I came up 
da, he told me he was in the employ of the Baltimore and 
'oad, aud asked me to take him back again on the force; and 
off because I did not have much confidence in him. And I 
afterward he telegraphed to me that he had some case he wj 
)t me over here on ; but I (Jid not go — it was a " fish " story th 
watching two counterfeiters. 

Have you seen Hays lately ? — A. No, sir, I have not seen J 
not know that I have seen him since I discharged him ; but I 

That is a year ago ? — A. That is nearly two years ago. I ai 
ive, but 1 suppose it is in the neighborhood of two years or a 
a half ago. 

When did you last see Carter ? — A. That I cannot tell you, b 
some time iu March. 

This year ! — A. Yes, sir ; right after I came up from Florida. 

Have you received any telegram from Hays about anything 1 
sir, I never did ; not to my knowledge. 

Have you received any telegrams within two or three months 
m named Butler ? — A. Not to my knowledge. If they came t 
3 1 do not know it. 

Had you any knowledge of this safe robbery which took ; 

in the city of Washington ? — A. Only what I have seen ir 
rs, and what has 'been told me ; that is all. 

And knew nothing of it in advance of its being done ? — A. I 
in any way whatever, in the slightest. 
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<J. Have you seen Carter iu Xew York lately ? — A. No, sir. 

<3. Or beard of him ! — A. No, sir, I have not heard of Lira 
rectly. I could tell you something that may be of use to } 
Mr. William P. Wood, who used to be my predecessor, has wor 
«p some sort of business in New York, and the other day 
wanted me to come down. He told me something in regard to Car 
ssdd he was putting up some kind of a job on us, or something of 1 
kind, on the secret service. He was laughing about it, and finalb 
«aid he wanted to find a man named Hays, and pulled out a dispai 
torn off at both ends,'asking him to find Hays. He asked me if 1 c( 
not get him, and if 1 would not help him find him. So I sent a i 
4iown to help him find him. I told Wood that of course I would do i 
thing I could, but I didn't know what it was for; and then he m 
^hose remarks about a job being put up on us, otherwise I should 
liave known anj'thing about him. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Was that telegram from Carter ! — A. He would not let me 
the name. I cannot remember it exactly, but it requested him to 
Hays, and was from somebody over here. I did not see what it 
dated. And he asked me if I could find him, or something of that k 
and I told him I did not know anything of that man, but I would 
fhim in any way ; and I told him, " Wood, I will send a man righ 
you, and tell him to do what you wish him to do;" and so I did, 
whether they found him or not is more than I know. I have not i 
the man since, or said anything to him about it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You have not seen Hays in this city within two or three mon 
— A. No, sir ; never in my life that I remember of. 

Q. What is he doing now ? — A. That is more than I can tell you. 

Q. What is he generally understood to be about? — A. Do you t 
me to tell. what I know or what I have heard ! 

Q. Your impression, then, if you do not know — A. I have heard 
he occasionally came tx) my office with smuggling cases and the I 
but I never happened to see him. Our offices occupy two floors, ai 
always stay upstairs, and pass right up there when I go in, an( 
course have no knowledge of the room where these fellows come 
general way, and I seldom ever see them, unless it is something i 
important. I am generally up-stairs when I am in. Of course wbi 
thing of that kind occurs — a safe-robbery or anything of that i 
which is public and creates an excitement like this — you have 
ineans of ascertaining and getting hold of rumors just as well as I 
and even better. 

Q. Do you know anything about this transaction from anybody els< 
A. Do you mean before it occurred ? 

Q. Yes, sir. — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any idea how this thing was *? — A. No ; unless you 
get this man Hays. I think, from what I have heard, that he kn 
something about it. I think if you could get him and could get Cai 
you could get all there is to it, because I have become satisfied, in 
f I own mind, that these two men did it together. I did not suppose B 

t would go into such a job, but I have that opinion of Carter ; thi 

ray candid judgment of him. He wrote a very bad letter about 
Nettleship once, which he showed me, and I would not employ hiu 
that ground. I do not employ men of that kind, when I know it, 
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to get information. Sometimes we employ counterfeiters to g 
nation ; but I do not like them to be called my men if I can b 
do not know whether it would be proper for me to make any s 
)u at all or not. 
, HuBBELL. That is what we want ; all the suggestions you < 

? Witness. I do not know as I ought to say it, but I thought 5 
h1 me to look up something in regard to this matter, and if I hi 
der from the Treasury Department, which they will give at y< 
st, I will do my utmost to ferret it out, I am perfectly willing a 
, if I am called upon, to use my best efforts in anything of tl 
because I know nothing of any of these parties at all. Mr, H 
)n asked me this morning what I was here for. He said he s 

I was called up here to look up this case. 

Stewart. The committee did not know but you might 
;o give us some information that would assist us in this case; s 
y part I would like to have you get hold of anything that you c 
3 Witness. I think I could ferret it out, I do not know. 
i Chairman, I wish to know your theory of the case, 
i Witness. My idea is only formed from reading the newspape 
on, gentlemen, are much more competent in that direction thai 
ecause I am busy, and have not paid much attention to it. 
lly do not know the motives; I do not know what these men Wi 
ig ; but I understand that they were seeking, or pretending 
some papers there ; to reach some papers that were to be cal 
[ saw by the newspapers that this man Harrington put this job 
ier to cast discredit upon some gentleman who is making chari 
st them, or against this board, or something of that kind. An 
also got the impression that it is barely possible that these bu 
nay know something. ]S^ow, I will tell you, gentlemen, if you ^ 
e me a moment, when I am after counterfeiting I seize uj 
)unterfeiters themselves, and I use them to ferret out those thin 
lurse, I take them for what they are worth, and act on my ju 
; but I never attempt to convict people on their isolated sta 
s. Still, it is well to know what they will say, beca 
times they tell the truth. If I was going to look up the jol 
1 go to the man you have caught and see what he says, and fi 
rom him, if possible, who were the other parties connected w 
and question them very sharpl5',and endeavor to disclose the wh 
, if possible. That would be my way, if I should have anyth 
with it. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
If Hays has done it do you think we could get him ? — A. I thin 

get him. I do not know anything about it. 
We know enough about this that we want Hays and Carter hen 
should have to be ordered by the Treasury Department to do 
larrington wanted me to look it up for him, and 1 told him I co 
it unless I got an order from the Treasury Department. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Were you in this city early in the month of April? — A. I thin 
sir. I have been here since March three or four times. 
What time in April were you here f — A. I could not tell you 
, but I suppose I could ascertain. I was here at different tir 
ig the month of April. I was here about one week after this th 
red. 
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Q. Now take it iu order ; commence at the first time you came here 
in the month of April ; when was that and where did you stop ! — A. I 
stopped at different hotels. I could go right to those hotel-registers i 
and tell you exactly. I stopped once or twice at the [Rational and once 
or twice at the Metropolitan, and I stopped at the St. James. I do not 
think I stopped anywhere else. 

Q. That was during April ? — A. Yes, sir; I think so. The hotel -regis- 
ters will show for themselves. I can see exactly in regard to it. 

Q. Now, did you see Hays here in Washington at any time during 
the month of April ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Was Mr. Nettleship here with you iu the month of April? — A. 
My chief assistant? 

Q. Yes, sir. — A. I believe he was here when I was. He was here a 
considerable during that month. 

Q. What was he doing here? — A. On business connected with the 
division. I can tell you about it if you wish to know. 

Q. Well, what business was he on ? — A. Some two years ago a man 
named Ballard escaped from us from the Ludlow-street jail; we have 
been looking for that man ever since. Last fall, after I went down to 
Florida, we received letters from Ballard claiming that he had repented 
of the crime and wanted to come in ; he wanted to know on what terms 
he could be allowed to come in. I opened a correspondence with him 
and finally offered or agreed to meet him under a flag of truce. I 
would see him and talk with him, and would not use any means to catch 
him. I went to meet him, but he did not come. Finally, after I got 
back I received a letter from Washington from a party whose name 1 1 
do not remember — I think it was Hersey, or some such name as that— j 
offering to show this man up, and asking me or Mr. ^N'ettleship to come 
here. I think I knew the man at the time; he was a fellow who gave 
information. Mr. Kettleship was at that time working in Philadelphia. 
I told him he had better take this job in while he was about it, and ^ave 
liim that letter. Some time last summer I received a telegram in !N'ew 
York from Ballard. I was in Boston and the telegram was repeated to ' 
me there ; but I could not get back because I did not receive it until 
late Saturday night. In this telegram he said he would meet me in 
New York Saturday night. i 

Q. What was the date of the telegram? — A. I will show it to you. 
I have it here because I got it yesterday. It was a pretty bold thing 
for him to walk into my office. He did not come, but we are satisfied 
that he has been here. 

Q. Mr. Kettleship was here at that time ? — A. No, sir ; he was over 
there. 

Q. I want to get at two or three facts. They may or may not solve 
this. 1 cannot tell. When was Nettleship here in Washington in the 
month of April ? — A. When I got back to New York I found Mr. Nettle- 
ship had met this man Ballard's wife at the door, and that she had asked 
if I was there. He told her at first that I was. Then she demanded to see 
me, and the^ he had to tell her that I was not here ; and then they would 
not come. When I got back I was very much put out to think that he 
had handled the thing so badly, and 1 talked to him very severely in 
regard to it. Then he started to get this man. I was confident he was 
here in Washington at the time, or he could not have telegraphed. 
How long he worked it I do not know, but some time during the month 
of April I was called on by Mr. Banfield to do a job for General Howard. 
I ordered Mr. Nettleship on to it. He can tell you all about it. 
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Bv Mr. Bass : 

Kow, when you were here during the month of April, did you 
Br here ? — A. I think it was March when I saw him here. 
What did you see Carter about ? — A. Nothing. We came togei 
e National Hotel, and he wanted to be employed in looking i 
terfeiting case. 

He called on you at the National ? — A. I was down in the rotu 
le hotel. I do not know how it was that he happened to meet 
Have you seen him since that time ? — A. No, sir; I do not thii 
— not to recognize him. I have no recollection of having seen 

Did you see this man Hays here passing under the name of ] 
-A. No, sir; I did not. . I never saw that man in Washingtor 
nowledge. 

Did he telegraph you to your office about the 7th or 8th of A] 
iispatch purporting to be signed by Butler? — A. Well, I do 
J, Not to my knowledge. I could find it if it did come, and w( 
> with great pleasure if there is such a thing. 
You have no recollection of any such thing? — A. I have not. 
Now, when was it that Mr. Wood showed you in New York i 
ram that they wanted Hays? — A. Let me see; it was one day t 
, I think it may have been Monday. Let me see ; what day 
y ? It is Friday. I think it must have been Monday or Tuesd 
rhich day I cannot tell you. 

Was that the first information you had concerning Hays, or 
;hat he was wanted in Washington? — A. Yes, sir; I think it y 
he only information I have received in regard to it. I cannot 
Mr. AVood said to me ; but he will tell you every word if you 
lere ; but I have learned enough to my satisfaction to think 1 
men were connected with each other. 
Hayes and Carter ?-r-A. Y'es, sir. 

What we want to ascertain is whether you know that Hays 
T were associated together here in Washington or elsewhere ?- 
not tell you ; but if you will subpoena Mr. Wood here I presi 
ill tell you all he knows. I do not think he knows anything ex< 
r and what they asked him to do ; but perhaps he can give 
definite information. 

Carter and Hays were working together for you in the South 
es, sir ; and my reports will show you exactly where and wL 
Yhat they did. 

By Mr. Bass : 

I want you to tell me frankly in relation to this. It may not be ? 
: except an expression of opinion ; but who is this man Ha 
on know professionally whether he is a burglar, or what is 
ig in life? — A. I believe he was put in jail some time ago char 
murder, but he was let go, I think. I think it was an old afl 
[ understood by the papers that he claimed it vras a worked 
n him or something, 1 do not know what. Whether he is a 1 
or not, I doubt it very much. I do not think the man is. 
I mean, has he made his livelihood by dishonest or felonious p 
? — A. I do not think he does. He may. But he is not a coun 
', and I do not look after burglars so niuch as counterfeiters. ] 
hhik he was ever a counterfeiter, or a forger ; but I have not 
y good opinion of him. 

Do you know whether he and Carter Jiave been regarded as ass 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

ates— as "pals,'' as you call them? — A.. They worked together for me 
and I think they are so considered as working together. 

Q. Trying to turn an honest penny together wherever they can ? — A. 
That is about my idea. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Turning one even if it was not so honest ? — A. I do not Know. I 
do not want to say anything against the man. I will not employ him. 
I do not want to employ bad men if I know it. I go in among counter- 
feiters and pay them what they are worth. 

Q. Is this man Carter friendly or hostile to your people ? — A. Only to 
Mr. Nettleship that I know of. He wrote Mr. Nettleship a very bad 
letter some time ago, and I either saw the letter or he told me about it 
at the time. Since then I have never heard JVIr. Nettleship speak of 
him. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. When you were in here in Washington in April did you have any 
interview with Mr. Harrington ? — A. I never saw him, I think, over 
three or four times in my life. I had a man named Drummond on the 
force whom I wanted to get rid of if possible. We worked up this Bar- 
ney Hale case, and I wanted to know if there was any i)robability of 
Drummond being called up; and 1 went to see Mr. Harrington on that 
subject 5 and I went once before I got any definite answer, and I went 
again. Whether it was in April or March I do not know. I do not 
suppose I ever saw him more than half a dozen times in my life. 

Q. He came to see you this morning, did he ? — A. He asked me what 
I was over here after. I told him that I did not know. He said he sup- 
posed I was sent here to look him up, or something of that sort. 

Q. Has Hays a family ? — ^A. I do not know. 

Q. Do you not know whether he keeps house in New York or not f — 
A. No, sir; I do not know anything about the riian. 1 do not know that 
I should know the man if I saw him. 

Q. Do you know» anything about Carter's relations to Wood ? — A. 
No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. What is Wood's business ? — A. I think he is doing private detect- 
ing on his own hook. He is a clever fellow, in a general way of speak- 
ing, although sometimes a little vindictive ; but still he seems to be very 
friendly with me. He has been lately helping me in counterfeit matters. 
I accept anybody that comes to me officially for the Government, whether 
I personally like him or not ; that don't make any difference. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. You do not know where this man Hays is likely to be found ? — A. 
No. But if you will apply to the Treasury Department for my services 
I will do my level best to try to find him. 

Q. Hays is a x>erfectly well known man, is he not ? — A. I do not know 
how that is, but I can ascertain. If I had known what you wanted of 
me I would have posted myself up. 

MouEELL Marean, having been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

By the Chairman : 
Question. I asked you to look for a telegraph dispatch ,• have you 
done so ? — Answer. 1 have, sir. 
Q. Have you found any dispatches running along from the 7th of 
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)ril up to the 24tli sent from here by a man named Hays!— A. ] 

record of any such messages in my books. 

^. Any from Buf.ler ? — A. No, sir. 

3. None from Rays or Butler ! — ^A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
3. What day ?— A. Seventh to the 23d of April. 
i. Which office ? 

Che Chairman. The Western Union Telegraph office. 
3. Suppose it had been «ent from one of tlie branch offices — a 
itropolitan Hotel? — A. Every dispatch is recorded at the main 
it goes from the branch offices. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
J. Were there any dispatches to any such persons as Michael 
Butler during that time ? — A. I could not answer that ; 1 did n( 
ine. 

CHABOD C. Nettleship, having been duly sworn, testified a 
rs: 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Are you in the secret service of the United States ?- 
?r. Yes, sir. 

}, Of the Treasury Department? — A. Yes, sir. 
J. Do you know Michael Hays ? — A. Yes, sir. 
J. When did you see him last ? — A. The last I saw of him was 
as in Washington here. It was about the middle of April, as 

I can tell. 

J. You were here at that time! — A. Yes, sir. 

J. Where did you see him ? — A. I saw him in two or three pi 

B first time I saw him was on the avenue, near the Imperial I 

as walking down there with a man, and met him. That was th( 

aw of the man. He came up and shook hands, and said, " Ho^ 

1, Mr. Nettleship P and I said, " How are you, Mike F 

J. Where did you see him next ? — A. He wanted to know wb 

3 stopping, and I told him at the Owen House. The next time 1 

I I believe he called on me at the Owen House, one morning, € 
i. He called upon you at the Owen House ? — A. Yes, sir. 

i. Early one morning. — A. Yes, sir. 

i. How early f — A. Along about 9 o'clock ; about breakfast tim 
J. How long did he stay with you ? — ^A. Not many minutes. 
J. Did he appear to have any business ? — A. Yes, sir. 
J. What did he want to do ? — A. He wanted to borrow $25 01 
told me that he had come on here and expected to get a job o 
Ltimore and Ohio Eailroad with George Carter, but that had i 
ougb, or some such remark. And when he called again he askc 
$25. He called at the hotel 5 I shuffled out of it in some way ; 
1 1 did not have the money. He said he had a good job on hand. 
8 going to make some money. I said, " What are you after, M: 
said, '' Nothing in particular, Mr. Nettleship. You know I am [ 
make a stake, any way." That signifies making some money, 
nt a few dollars to work in, and in a few days I shall have sometl 
nswered, " I have not got any money to give you. I will let you 
), and some day you have got to return it to me." 1 let him have 
bdnk I met him after that somewhere in front of the Ebbitt H 
i he stopped me again, and says, " I have not made out as well 
?ected to ; I only had a little money." And he wanted money a 
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Q. When was this time ? — A. I cannot give you the dates exactly. 

Q. The first conversation was about the middle of April, you think!— 
A. Ko, sir ; the first time I saw him I should think ^s about the first 
of April, as near as I can tell. It may have been the last day or two 
of March or the first day or two of April, and the next time 1 saw him 
was one morning. I was looking after a man here, and it rained. I was 
going np from the Owen House toward the Treasury Department ; and 
I saw him. He appeared to be looking for me. He came across to where 
I was. I thought I saw a certain man I was looking for, and I said, " Come 
and go along with me and cover me.'^ That signifies, gentlemen, if one 
man is standing alone, especiaUy on a rainy morning, there is some rea- 
son for it, and two men walking together do not look so suspicious. And 
says he, " Nettleship, I want to get a little money." Says 1, " What is 
the matter Mike; what are you doing V He replied, "I cannot tell you; 
uo use talking ; I am going to make a little money.^' Says I, " What are 
you after 1 I want to know." Says he, *' Why Carter and I meet once 
in a while, and we are working a little thing, and it will all come right. 
I want $15. I will pay you back, Mr. Kettleship, and you know I will.'^ 
Just then I saw a man I was looking for, and in fact I felt confident ; 
and I took him along and went up toward the Arlington House, and 
all the way around ; and I found I was mistaken in the man when we got 
around in front of the Treasury Department. I told him to come and 
see me this afternoon, and I would see about this $15. And then I 
went into the Treasury Department on the side fronting the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

That afternoon he came up again, and I loaned him the $15. I have 
not seen him since. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Did you have any conversation with him then ? — A. Only to give 
him to understand that this was borrowed money, and that 1 should 
expect him to pay it back by and by. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. He did not communicate to you at all what he was doing here!— 
A. No, sir 5 but I had an idea that George Carter and he were somehow 
or another mixed up in something — some divorce business, or something 
of that kind, which they did not care to tell. 

By Mr, Stewart : 

Q. Did you see Carter after that ?— A. Yes, in front of Willard's 
when I was talking with General Cass, of Camden. 

Q. Did you ever see Carter and Hays together ? — A. No, sir ; I never 
did, that I know of, in Washington. There was a time when they 
worked together for us in the Ku-klux business. 

Q. Did you see them both in town at the same time ?— A. Yes, sir; 
but not both together. 

Q. The same day? — A. No, sir; I guess not. One afternoon, about 
five or six o'clock. Captain Cass, or Major Cass, of Camden, and I met 
him. I showed him to Cass at the time, and said, '' I wonder what that 
creeping genius is after.'' That is the only time I saw Carter. 

Q. Do you know Carter t — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you known him t — A. Three or four years. 

Q. What kind of a man is he ? — A. I will name a circumstance to you 
gentlemen, if it is admissible, and you can judge for yourselves what 
kind of a man he is. He worked for us, that is the Government, on the 
Kuklux business. I used to read over all those reports, as I read over 
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all the reports to-day of the men in the division, and I was satisfied that 
Carter was not square. 1 called the colonel's attention to it again and 
again, and finally the colonel dropped him. Same time after that he 
came aroand and implored me to help him to be employed, and help him 
to get employment again on the division. I do not know what I said to 
him, but I did not do it by any means. Then after a while I heard he 
bad been shooting his wife in Brooklyn, and that he had "jumped." 
His father or his wife's father came over to our oftice. Then after that 
his wife came. She was a very nice woman. She used to come and draw 
money when he w as down South working for us. A short time after that 
I got a letter from Carter addressed to me. Shall I use the language ? 
Well it was, ''You damned old fat son of a bitch, you have got me out, 
and prevented me from getting employed again 5. and if it takes my life, 
I will have revenge." I was thunderstruck, and showed it to some of 
them in the office. Of course, I treated it as I thought it was worth — 
jast tore it up. But he swore vengeance against me if ever he had the 
opportunity; and I think, from what I heard yesterday, that he has been 
trying to get an opportunity. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Have you got that letter ?— A. Xo, sir ; I did not keep the letter. 
I showed it to a number of gentlemen around the office. I wondered 
how it could be that Carter could do that thing. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. What was it you heard yesterday that made you come to the con 
elusion that he was trying to get vengeance on you t — A. Well, sir, j-es- 
terday, or the day before, the colonel came to me, and said, " Mr. Nettle- 
ship, 1 have been down town with Wood, and he says a gentleman has 
been on here to find you" — I am not sure whether he said " find you" or 
not; no, it was to get Wood to find Hays — " but they think, according 
to what this gentleman talked to Wood, that you were in connection 
with Hays in Washington in the safe-blowing; and Wood says he told 
Mr. Gibson that he had known me ten years, and says he, 'Gibson, 
.you are off the track ; I will swear for that man as long as I live.' " That 
is what the colonel said. 

Q. Gibson "?— A. No, sir ; Colonel Wood told this to Mr. Whitley. 

Q. Who was Mr. Gibson f — A. The gentleman of the Sun. I have 
never seen him in my life that I know of. Of course I was somewhat 
taken aback that I was connected with Mr. Hays. If I never open my 
eyes again to the sun and see daylight, I never heard about the safe- 
blowing until I read it in the papers. Not a word between Hays and 
me, or any one in this city, about any such thing. It made me a 
little warm. Yesterday Mr. Wood was up to my office — and by the by, 
Colonel Whitley says, " Nettleship, we will find Mike Hays, if we can." 
Says I, "I will find Mike Hays, if they want him, if it takes the hair 
off," and I put a man immediately— as smart as they have, and a par- 
ticular friend of Hays — to work, and ordered him to report to Mr. 
yood. But yesterday I saw Mr. Wood myself. He came up, and says, 
''Nettleship, I am plagued sorry that they should have talked about 
you," and then he told me what he had said to Gibson and the gentle- 
man that had been sent on to serve the subpoenas. He said, '' I told 
them, 'Gentlemen, you are off the track ; let Nettleship alone.'" I was 
with Mr. Wood — the first man who was appointed in this division with 
Mr. Wood. I have been here right straight through. I told him, '*Mr. 
^Vood, that is rough that anything like this should arise in Washington.'' 
The colonel knew what I was here for, and Mr. Banfield knew what I 
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was here for. I met Mike Hays aDd I met Carter, and I found also 
from Wood that Down had been in the thing ; that he had been dodging 
me. Down was a man that we had to get rid of, because he was too big 
a coward to go upon what we sent him for. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Where is Down? — A. I have not seen him, sir; but I understand 
he is here or in Baltimore. He lives in Baltimore. He does not like 
me a bit, because I opposed his bein^ brought back in the division. I 
guess Down is a good man, but a very easy man ; a man that Carter 
could take in his fist and make him do anything, and probably make 
him believe it was all right too. 

By Mr. Stewart : ^ 

Q. Did you say that Carter and Hays were in your employ down in 
Florida on the Ku-Klux business ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did you have them employed altogether f — A. I can 
hardly tell. I should think they were employed about a year ; but I 
could not say. 

Q. Were they working up things together — in conjunction — during 
that time? — A. "Yes, sir; I believe they were. 

Q. Do you know anything about their relations previous to that time; 
whether they had been friends and acquaintances ? — A, I do not. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. You started out with saying you thought, from what you heard, 
that Carter had now found his time. Well, you have not connected 
Carter with what you have said ? — A. Mr. Wood told me yesterday that 
Carter had been dogging me in Washington, and had connected me 
with Hays. I never heard of this thing until I read it in some of the 
newspapers. As for my connection with Hays, 1 merely met him in the 
street and loaned him $25 ; that is all. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. The first time you met Hays was when you were going down street 
near the Imperial Hotel. You say you had some friend with you ; who 
was that ? — A. That was Mr. King, from New Jersey. 

Q. Did he hear the conversation that then took place ? — A. No ; 1 do 
not think he did. There was nothing in particular more than " How 
are you?" and "What are you doing?'' He asked me where I was 
stopping, and I told him at the Owen House. 

Q. Did you see Hays when any one did overhear what occurred betweea 
you ? — A. I am not sure. I am not sure that Mr. King did not hear 
that. 

Q. Did Mr. King know Hays ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He was a stranger to him ? — A. Mr. King did not know him from 
a side of sole leather. He is an assistant district attorney in New 
Jersey. 

Q. What name was Hays going by here at this time? — A. I do not 
know, sir. 

Q. Did you have any interview with Carter when you were here ? — 
A. No, sir ; becase I did not recognize him. 

Q. You regard Carter as an enemy of yours ? — A. I regard Carter, on 
account of what I have told you he said, and his actions too, as a very 
bad man. 

Q. What was the relation between Carter and Hays ? — A. It may 
have been very intimate for some years. 
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Q. Professionally, Mr. Nettleship, will you tell the committee what 
Hays's business is here ; how does he get his liviug ! — A. You will hear 
of him one day in some real-estate transactions, or something of that 
kind, and another day as in something else ; but you will not hear of 
him doing any work. 

Q. He is not a burglar or known as such ? — A. I never heard of 
Michael Hays burglaring in my life. 

Q. Kather a confidence man ? — A. That is about it. 

Q. Will you tell us about Carter's previous reputation ! — A. I do not 
know much about Carter's previous reputation. I think he was in 
Brooklyn in business. We took him at a time when we had got to have 
some men to go right down South on the Ku-Klux business. 

Q. Did you hear anything before the safe robbery in regard to the 
pretended attempt that was to be made to steal some papers in the San- 
born case ! — A. 1 never heard it in the world, sir, at any time. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Harrington, the assistant district attorney ! — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When have you seen him ? — A. I have not seen him. I saw Mr. 
Harrington in the first part of April. 

Q. How many times? — A. I think I have seen Mr. Harrington ,two 
or three times. 

Q. When, where, and what occurred f — A. We had a case here in 
which a man named Drummond was the principal witness. He was sent 
to work up the case against the Bev. Barney Hale, who was sending out 
a circular to all the postmasters for money. We got two or three of 
these men. I forget the particulars of the case now. Mr. Drummond 
was, as I have said, the principal man. He had been out West, I think 
to Wisconsin, and he had failed in some business he was in. He failed 
a httle while ago in Cincinnati, and I made up my mind that it was time 
we dropped him, and I told the colonel so. I told Drummond. This 
was a day or two before the 1st of April, because it was the last of the 
month that I spoke to Drummond about his matters. 

The colonel said I had better see how the thing stood, and see if 
Drummond was wanted. I tried to see Mr. Harrington at his office, but 
could not find him in, and finally went to his house. It was one moraing. 
I did not know Mr. Harrington at the time. I asked him if he could 
tell me whether this case would be likely to be tried very soon. I think 
he told me no ; that Barney, I think he said, was in the lunatic asylum. 
It may not have been Barney, but it was one of them. We talked over 
the matter about Drummond, and I said I wanted to drop him, and we 
were only keeping him on account of this thing. He said, " I will find 
out in a few days. In the mean time," he said, *' you find out whether 
there is anything in this crazy business.'' 

The next time I saw him I went to his office, but he was not there, and 
learned that he was at the club-house. Half out of curiosity to see the 
club, and half to see Mr. Harrington, I went, and I saw him there, and 
we talked about the matter again. He asked me if I had found anything 
out, and I said no, I had not 5 but I would like to know about the thing, 
and that is about all that passed. 

Q. No talk with him about the District investigation ! — A. Not a 
thing; but I believe he made the remark to me that it took up so much 
of his time that he didn't have a chance to attend to anything else. 

Q. Now, Mr. Nettleship, see if you recognize this sort of a man pro- 
fessionally — a man who is a German, or pretends to be a German, who 
is a friend of Hays, in which there is something that would indicate 
that he is connected with Hays in this transaction — a man, as I under- 
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stand, of rather slim build, medium height, and sandy complexion ? — A. 
I do not, sir. 

Q. Somebody that may have come from New York or elsewhere ? — A. 
I do not know anything about it at all, sir. 

Q. I mean professionally, from your knowledge; a man who in a case 
of this kind would perhaps be associated with Hays in anything that 
Hays desired to carry out ? — A. I never knew Hays connected with any 
German. It would not be safe for me to entertain any opinion upon 
that subject, because I do not know. But there is one thing certain, 
that 1 will procure him, or I think the colonel will find Hays, as sure 
as we have got hair on our heads, if he is on clay. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. We want him v(ry much. — A. I can assure that if it is necessary 
I will put up every job to get him. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. Did Hays indicate how much of a stake tbey proposed to make f — 
A. No, sir, he did not say the amount ; but he said he was going to 
make a good stake. 

Q. Now, when was the first time as near as you can fix the date that 
Hays advised you or gave you to understand that they were going to 
make a stake here ? — A. It Vas a day or two after we saw him at the 
Imperial Hotel. 

Q. While you were stopping at the Owen House, of course the regist-er 
will show. — A. No, sir, I was in and out. I was in Philadelphia, in New 
York, and Washington, and I know at one time when I left the Owen 
House, I expected to be back the next night, and I told them to leave 
ray name just as it was, 1 would be back to-morrow night or next at the 
farthest, and I wanted to retain the room I had. But something turned 
up in Philadelphia, and I had to stay away, and when I came back I had 
been gone at least four or five days ; but I paid my bill when I came 
back. In Philadelphia, when I go there, I never register at all. I 
always stop at the Bingham House, and the moment I come in the clerk 
puts down any name as he pleases. 1 do not care to be published. 

Q. Can you, yourself, by looking at the Owen House register, furnish 
with reasonable accuracy the date when it was that you first learned 
from Hays that he expected to make a stake I — A. I could not tell ex- 
actly. It would be impossible even if I had the book here. 

Q. Now, when you had your interview with Hays, on the street going 
up toward the Arlington, do you recollect whether Carter was watching 
you in the distance !^A. I would not know. If Carter was watching 
me he would take very good care that I did not know it. 

Q. You do not know whether Carter watched your interview with 
Hays at the Owen House ? — A. I do not, sif. 

Q. You do not know whether Carter was in sight or visible when you 
had this interview with Hays before the Metropolitan f — A. I could not 
tell. 

Q. You have no recollection I — A. I would not know. I did not see 
him. I only saw him once, and lie went up in front of Willard's. That 
is the only time I saw Carter. There might have been ten thousand i)eople 
watching me, for anything I know. But if I had been putting anything 
up with Mike Hays we should have put it up in a little different way. 

Q. Suppose those people were putting up a job on you ? — A. I do not 
doubt it at all, sir. Vulgarly speaking, I never saw the ^' nigger in the 
wood.pile " until day before yesterday. 
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By Mr. Hamilton: 
Q. Did you know this man Benton ? — A. Isoj sir ; I did not. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. This man's name is probably Brown I — A. No, I did not know him f 
neither Benton, gentlemen, nor any other burglar that I know of. I 
know a good many counterfeiters; detecting them has been my business 
tor the last ten years. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. How many years have you been engaged in the Treasury Depart- 
meUt f — A. Ten years. 

Q. Continuously ? — A. All the time. Never had a word from Colonel 
Wood or Colonel Whitley, the Solicitor, or anybody else, or any angry 
word spoken to me ; not a dollar cut from my account. You may keep 
rae here six months, gentlemen, and you will make nothing more than 
I have told you. 

Q. To Whom did you show that letter from Carter! — A. To Mr. W. 
W. Kennoch, Albert Cooms, and Morris F. Sullivan. I will tell you, 
gentlemen, that if there is power in that division to get Mike Hays, he 
is going to be got. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Has Mike Hays been in the employ of your bureau recently ? — A - 
No, sir, in any way, shape, or form, except as he used to come in as 
other parties come in with information often. 

Q. Have you used him f — A. Yes, sir ; about six months ago we con- 
victed a man named Moorhead alias "Blinkey Murphy.'' It was through 
Hays. I paid him fifty or seventy-five dollars. He was worthy of his 
hire. 

Q. You used Hays for the purpose of convicting that party ? — A. Or 
rather for the purpose of putting that party in the hands of a man who 
could convict him. 

Q. Did you use Hays as a witness ? — A. Yes, but he was backed up 
by a good man. 

Q. By whom ? — A. General Mank. 

Q. Who gave the material facts on which he was convicted? — A. 
Mank, 

Q. Did not Hays work up the case? — A. Yes, sir; but Mank was in 
such a position that he could substantiate everything that Hays said ;. 
there could be no doubt. 

Q. But you used Hays in that case for the purpose of procuring the 
conviction of the party ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How recently has he been employed ? — A. I do not know anything 
since that time. These outsiders that come in don't go to the colonel- 
They come to me invariably. 

Q. Do you know whether he now has an appointment connected with 
the secret service of the Treasury? — A. No, sir; nor anything else. 
Mike Hays may be saying so; but I do not believe he has. I know this 
much, that he has got no authority, no appointment, no deputizing or 
anything from the division. 

Q. Do you know whether there have been any papers issued to him 
at the Treasury Department within the last six months ? — A. No, sir ; 
•I know they would not do that. Mr. Banfield would never do that with- 
out arranging with the colonel first, and that would be in some special 
case. But a man like Mike Hays — if some gentleman should go to Mr. 
Banfield and want a man appointed, Mr. Banfield would consult with 
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if the man was a proper person for the service, he rai( 
bat not a man like Mike Hays. There is no possibil 
lything legitimately, 
on used him to work up this case against Murphy?— 

Murphy. 

sion was using him ? — A. In this way. I treat him j 
all the thieves in the penitentiary. They say, " Ko' 
and I say, ^* What are you going to do f ' They say, 
low ;' I want to know what the Government will do 
Jo anything for me F " Of course we will,'' I say. T 

us some valuable information ; but I will at once ] 
)me one that the party we are after does not know. 
I the man, and he will introduce him as '* John Smit 
vhom he can trust, and he will sell " John Smith ^ so 
ley ; and then we have got him.- 
e way you use those parties ? — A. Yes, sir. 
e way you used Hays ? — A. Hays has never been in I 

that the way you have used him? — A. In the same m 

jive him any commission ? — A. Not a particle of a cc 
\ He was working for me. 

oyed Hays yourself, then, to do that work ? — A. I am i 
ir I did personally, or whether the colonel did ; but it 

iirance have you when you employ that class of men tl 
anufacture a case against some innocent party t — A. 
upon them ; but we bring somebody else in whom 
solid people. 

re suspicious now that somebody has been manufacturi 
rou ? — A. There is a class of men of that kind who woi 
that. 

link this Michael Hays is a safe kind of a man to i 
If he would work up a case against that man he woi 
against you ? — A. O, gentlemen, if you get a good m 
r to be a good citizen, beyond reproach, he has got to 1 
e has got to represent that he is counterfeiting- H( 
venteen years of age, or twenty, or a man fifty, as t 
lio we know is a good man, or boy, and we know he v 
i. He goes and talks with Murphy, and Murphy oflB 
iterfeit money, and does furnish it to him. Then we r( 

iderstand that Hays is a professional burglar ? — A. J 
ird of such a thing in my life. 

is a sort of profession by itself, is it not ? — A. Burglg 
3r than counterfeiting among thieves. 
3 a skillful man to operate successfully ? — A. I shoi 
gentlemen. 

had a good deal of experience or observation in matt< 
L I have never had much experience in burglary cai 
ave confined myself strictly to one class of business 
and occasionally to smuggling when it came in our wj 
rstood, I presume, that in thieving there is one class 
thieving, another one in burglary, another class call 
and that they are separate and distinct professions 
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apations, as much so as in any other trade < or occupation f — A. T 
; that is so. 

J. Those men who are engaged in one do not ordinarily engage 
►ther ! — A. Very seldom that you will find the counterfeiter engag 
anything except the counterfeiting business; a counterfeiter j 
I't find picking pockets ; or a burglar counterfeiting money — he 
ig back to "blow" some one's safe. A pickpocket would not 
ipt to pass a piece of counterfeit money nor the counterfeiter to bl 
ife, and a burglar would not stoop to any of those things. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
J. There seems to be a sort of pride in the profession ? — A. That i 

By Mr. BASS : 
J. Will 3IDU please look at the Owen House register and see if ^ 
not fix the date when you had this interview with Hays f — A. I coi 
bably tell better if I was at home by looking at my reports. 
I. Perhaps you can tell here ? — A. I will tell you to a very cl< 

6. 

J. You say you were here at these times upon business connect 
h the Treasury Department, and communicating with the Treasu 
mrtment all the time ? — A. I do, sir. 
j. Communicating with Mr. Banfield if — A. I was, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson: 
J. While you were here you saw Carter? — A. I did, sir; once. 
I. And while here you loaned money to Hays? — A. I did, sir: i 
[$15. 

J. Once you loaned $10 and once $15 ? — A. I did, sir. 
i. Did you loan him both on tlfe same day? — A. Ko, sir; $10 t 
and time and $15 the last time. 

i. Were they on successive days ; that is to say, one one day a 
other the next ? — A. No, sir ; perhaps there was a week or eig 
rs between ; I cannot tell exactly. 

By the Chairman : 
J. -^You received no telegrams from Hays at any time during tl 
iod? — A. Not a thing, sir. 
i. Any communication from him? — A. Not a word. 

By Mr. Welson: 
}. Either in his own name or an assumed name ? — A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
J. And he explained to you none of the details as to what he w 
ng here ? — A. No, sir; nothing, except he was going to make a go 
ke. 

X. W. Dart, having, been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

By the Chairman : 
J. We are investigating in a quiet way a matter of a safe-robbei 
1 1 would be glad to have you give us any information or knowled 
I have in reference to the circumstances or any of them. — A. We 
annot give you any, gentlemen, for I do not know anything about 
ever heard of it until I read it in the paper yesterday morning. 
J. Are you not in the secret service of the Government ? — A. ]S 

9 s B 
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sir ; I hold the position simply of ao inspector of customs, and make it 
my headquarters at Colonel Whitley's office. I have a desk there in his 
general oflft^je. I co-operate with him in the smuggled-goods business j 
in that way, and in no other way. 

Q. You are engaged in the detection of smugglers ? — A. Yes, sir. I 
do not belong to the detective force at all. 

Q. You know nothing of this matter t — A. Nothing whatever. 

Q, You have never heard it spoken of at all ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Do you know Michael Hays? — A. I know such a man very slightly, 
sir. 

Q. How long have you known him t — A. The first time I saw him 
was, I think, last December. I was down on board a steamer looking 
after a party who was coming in with some smuggled goods, with some 
of the colonel's men. As we got off I saw a man standiugfelkiug with 
General Mank, the detective. We got part of the goods and sent them 
off, and as we walked away this man walked along with us ; and I says 
to General Mank, '' Who is this man that is walking along with us ? " 
He says, " His name is Hays." Since then he told me he had been for- 
merly in the employment of the division some years ago. Since then 
he has been into the public office two or three times. 

Q. When did you last see this man! — A. In the vicinity of two 
months. 

Q. Did you last see him the first of April f — A. I should think it was 
longer ago than that. 

Q. Did you know of his making a visit to Washington ? — A. No, sir; 
I did not. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him at any time in regard to 
coming to Washington? — A. No, sir; I never had any dealings with 
him at all myself— not the first thing. 

Q. Did you know what he was doing about there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Whether they were using him in any way ? — A. Nothing more than 
what I have heard. The men say he used to be employed in the way ot 
looking up smuggled goods. 

Q. Did you hear anything about his being used in a case against a 
man named Murphy ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Never heard of it ? — A. I think that case was finished just about 
the time I went thpre. I did not go there until the last of October. 

Q. Where did you go from ? — A. I kept a small private boarding- 
house in Fourteenth street — 201 West Fourteenth street. 

Q. How long have you been living in New York ? — A. About twelve 
years, sir; hotel life has been my life. 

Q. You never heard of Hays being used in connection with that 
case if — A. I do not remember that I ever heard his name mentioned in 
connection with it. I heard of the case at the time Murphy was con- 
victed. 

Q. Do you know of anybody coming here to Washington from New 
York, along about the 1st of April— the 1st or riiiddle of April — in con- 
nection with any secret service if — A. I know that Mr. Nettleship was 
over here, but what for I do not know. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Brown — Walter Brown ? — ^A. 
No, sir ; 1 do not. 

. Q. Do you know of any person connected with the detective service 
in Washington having sent anybody over from New York to Washing- 
ton ? — A. 1 do not, sir. 
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J. Yoi\ then did not procure, either directly or indirectly, Michael 

;.ys to come to Washington if — A. Ko, sir. 

j. Do you know anything about any alias under which he passes 

not. 

J. Did you ever hear of his passing under the name of Butler 
, sir. 

By Mr. BASS : 
3. Did you come over to Washington at the same time witl 
ttleship if — A. No, sir ; this is my first visit to Washington, gentl 
3. You were not here at all during April f — A. No, sir 5 I neve] 
[•e before in my life. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
3- Did you know anything of the circumstances of Mr. Nettle 
ning over here if — A. No, sir, I did not. He and the colonel 

1 where they are going or about how long thejy are to be gone. I 
ow. 

3. Have you ever been in any way connected with the detective 
I either in New York or elsewhere! — A. No, sir. 
3. Have you ever held any other position under the Government 
3 one you hold now ? — A. No, sir. While I was in the Army — 
(J. I am speaking of civil life ? — A. No, sir. 

George P. Fisher, having been duly sworn, testified as follow 

By Mr. BASS : 
Q. Judge, you are the prosecuting officer of the United States fc 
strict, I believe if — A. Yes, sir ; I am the district attorney. 
Q. An indictment has recently been presented against the man 
a who is here in jail ? — A. Seven of them. 
Q. Have you those indictments with you? — A. I have. 
Q. The committee would like to look at them. — A. Here they ar 
reducing them.] 

[The committee examine the indictments.J 
Q. Was there any indictment against him, judge, for the larcc 
y thing that would constitute grand larceny in the District? — A. 
* ; that manuscript indictment. 

Q. That is simply as to spoons only ? — A. Spoons and forks. 
Q. Was there any indictment against him for stealing uny prom: 
►tes ? — A. No, I guess not. 

Q. They were prepared by you ? — ^A. They were. 
Q. Who appeared before the grand jury:; yourself or Mr. Ha 
n ? — A. Neither. 
Q. Neither of you ? — A. No, sir ; that is not the custom. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. They made a presentment ?— A. They made a presentment 
•esentment ought to be with that manuscript indictment. 
Q. You draw your indictment on their presentment? — ^A. Yes, g 
led to introduce a difiereut custom here, but I found it had g< 
lat rut so long that they would not get otk of it It is the old eo 
ay. 

By Mr. Wilson: 
Q. Whose property are the spoons and forks «.lleged to be ? — . 
yself as bailee, I guess. 
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LRT: 

[)ons and forks were there ! — A. I do not know ; 
ry with any of those things. The indictment wi 
id the items contained in the indictment allegii] 
d forks.] 

)N: 

were they? — A. A messenger in my office name 
some year or so ago a constable, and he had an e 
and the party who owed the money on this exec 
things until he could raise the money to pay it, ar 
(ution himself, as I understand from him, and 1 
ire of these things for him. They were left wii 
lie money that he had advanced for this party. 



>? — A. Yes, sir; I think it was some time last yea 
s. We also had a twenty-dollar gold piece in tl 
e to say they did not open the iron till. That w 
tiere was in the safe. This second indictment is f 
Iwelling-house of Richard Harrington ; no larcei 
er indictment he could be convicted of larceny 
s burglary. 

ART: 

is there of convicting him of burglary ? — A. I ( 

ly doubt of it. 1 have set all the traps for him, ai 

ihim. 

t dwelling-house, was it if — A. Yes, sir ; anything 

ere parties sleep. 

rm of court in which he can be tried ? — A. Now ; 

down for any day during the terra ? — A. No, si 
last Monday ; but the court in banc came on, ai 
rough with its business, it was thought better 
[ next Monday, at which time I suppose they w 
up the business of the general term, 
iry practice to try persons under indictment at tl 
DT let them stand over to the second term 1 — A. Tin 
djournment if they demand it. 
ch arose in my mind, in considering the subject, wj 
bhink, belongs to Mrs. Richard Walla^h; Mr. Hg 
Mr. Brown, her trustee ; it was, I think, conveys 
tid some years ago before the passage of the law I 
acitates married women to conduct their own affaii 
erty and dispose of it. We leased it of Mr. Brow 
im the first floor, that is the main floor. There is 
, which is occupied by a man by the name of Bergc 
I restaurant. The entire first floor is occupied I 
ley, together with the rooms up-stairs in the ba( 
watchman and messenger sleeps— Parker. Berg 
in the basement. 

J were laid in these various forms in order to me 
lourt might entertain. There has been a very va 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTOKNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 133 

variety of opinions by courts in .regard to the subject of burglary, not 
only in regard to other points but in regard to the point of whose dwell- 
ing it is. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Has any indictment been found against the man associated with 
this Benton if — A. None that I know of 5 I do not know who the man is. 
Of course there has been none, or I should know it. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. When did you first get an intimation that this safe was to be broken ^ 
—A. Not until after it was done. I was called away from home in 
coasequence of the antecedent death of my father-in-law. 1 was one of 
his executf)rs. I was called to attend to some business connected with 
the settlement of the estate. I had been away about five or six days 
when I received a telegram to come home ; but I did not know why. 
My wife told me that she thought I had better come, that business re- 
quired me ; and I came, in obedience to the telegram, in the first train, 
which started within an hour after I received it. I came directly on. 
At Baltimore, some person whose face is familiar to mo, but whom I 
did not know, handed me a Star, and told me that my safe had been 
broken open. I got into the car immediately. Mr. Burr, of the Solici- 
tor's ofiBce of the Treasury, was along with me and sat beside me in the 
car. His eyes were better than mine to read by the light, and he read 
me the account of it. That was the first intimation I had of it. That 
was Friday night, about 10 o'clock, I guess, and the burglary had taken 
place the previous morning, between 11 and 2 o'clock. 

By Mr. Hamilton: 
Q. Did the safe belong to you f — A. No, sir ; I cannot say that it does. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Who handed you the Star ? — A. I do not know who he was. He is 
somebody I have seen here, whose face was familiar to me. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Do you know whether any efforts have been made to find the com- 
rade of this man, who was associated with him in that robbery ? — A. 
Only from what Mr. Clarvoe has told me. I have said to him that I 
thought we should spare no efforts in finding him. 

Q. What is your usual practice in findii^ indictments when there are 
more than one engaged in it — do you indict them all? — A. Yes, sir 5 if 
I know who they are. 

Q. Suppose you do not know, then can you procure an indictment 
without the names? — A. No, sir. 

Q. If you had an indictment against the man, would it not be more 
^8y to get him ? — A. No, sir ; not in the least. 

Q. When I was a practicing attorney I used to put in an alias for 
those I did not know. — A. Yes ; but you have got to have some name 
before you can have an alias, thus : John Nokes alias Richard Stokes, 
or whatever it may be. You asked the question whether an indictment 
would facilitate us to get him. 

Q. Yes sir. — A. Not in the slightest. 

Q. How can you get this man if — A. Simply under the act of Con- 
gress and the constitution of Maryland. The affidavit has the same 
effect as a certified copy of an indictment. 

Q. Can you help us get this man ? We know who he is. — ^A. O, if you 
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would be a thousand times obliged to you if you woi 
10 is it that you want ! If you will tell me who y 
ht after him. 
We want Michael Hays. 

That is the man I suspected. Now, perhaps, 3 
reason I suspected him. 

LSON. 

question I was going to ask. — A. You are welcome 
'. think — although I do not want to think anythi 
bhe disparagement of anybody — but there was a n 
omerville at my office day before yesterday, I thiu 
black whiskers and black eyes, a very handsome 
)nteel looking man. He came there, and although 
)out it, I presume his object was to get me to m^ 
ho, he said, was also passing under the name 
liim state's evidence. I told him I would hold \ 
isement, and he might come back again at half p: 
e came back, and I sent word to him that I had c 
re anything to do with making Mr. Hays state's i 
1 for that was this : that, if we did make him stai 
we had in addition some very strong corroborat 
' the evidence of some more credible persons tl 
dnis, we should stand a very bad show to convi 
both off; but he said that Hays could be persuad 
he could find Hays. He wanted to throw the odii 
ion, who, he said, was the instigator of the crime. 

you who the instigator was! — A. Yes, of course 
name, sir. — A. I do not like to relate what was t 

iolton: 

omerville, has been before us and we would like 
story was correct. — A. Somerville showed me a wi 
»rn to and signed by Michael Hays, a man of whoi 
efore, that I know of. I will tell you the circumstan 
as well as I can recollect— 
We have got that; it is not necessary to take it 

It appears, though, I think, by that statement, tl 
)r the purpose of seeking employment on the Ba 
lilroad as a detective. Kow, whether that is in 1 
or whether that is simply the statement of Somervi 
lot say ; but he failed of success. I went down, imi 
erville left my office, to see Mr. Koontz, the gene: 
) ask him if anybody had made application to him. 
being general superintendent, the application woi 
m made to him, or if made to somebody else would 
He knew nothing about any such application; I 
5harp, the road-master, who was in Baltimore, woi 
to make the application to, and if it was made 
be made to him. So I asked him to telegraph I 
) back to the office. Afterward I sent a messeng 
liad received an answer, and the answer was that 
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3h application had ever been made. I found that part of it was a lie, 
d I was governed by the old maxim ex una disce omnes; if he told a 
in one thing ho told it altogether. 1 did not believe his statement 
he told it. 

By Mr. Hamilton : # 

Q. The amonnt of Somerville's application to you, I suppose, w 
b these men to turn state's evidence against Alexander? — A 
bnted I should accept them both as state's evidence, I suppose. B 
t make that proposition to me in so many terms, but what he 
« that Hays could be found. I said to him, I would like to find 
m who was with Benton, and know what his name was, and he 
I name was Hays, and that he passed here, 1 think, under the 
Butler ; that he had passed in some parts of the city under the : 
Butler. Then he went on to tell me about interviews that I 
d. had with Alexander ; and he said he could procure Hays's att 
ce here as a witness if he could be allowed to be used as such. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. Kow, judge, if you can bring Hays here we would be very i 
liged to you. — A. I have not got any way to bring him. I could 
re all the papers. I am fVank to say that I would not bring h 
at way, because I do not want to prejudice Mr. Alexander's chai 
on such evidence. If you know where he is I can get him. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. We want the papers to get him ; that is all. — A. All right 
all have them, that is if I can get anybody to sign them. I can £ 
jTself, I suppose. 

Mr. Stewart. We do not want this to be known at all. We 
tve to be very careful. If he gets away, of course that will spoil 
Mr. Jewett. This is a kind of " star chamber; " everything thi 
y is between ourselves. 

Judge Fisher. So I was thinking. If you will pardon the ei 
)n, I concur in my opinion with your own. But I have not the s 
t objection, gentlemen ; not at all. I do not want you to under 
at I am at all a reluctant witness. If there is anything 1 can i 
in, I should be very happy to know. 

By Mr. Stewart: 
Q. There would be no difficulty in any one swearing on inform 
id belief that this man was connected with the burglary ! — A 

p. 

By Mr. Jewett : 
Q. You had no reason when you left home to suppose that ther 
ly one going to commit depredation upon your office ! — A. No, i 
as perfectly happy until I received the telegram from my wife, beli 
lat everything was going on rightly. I had been away five or six 
id when I received her telegram of course I set to surmising wha 
le matter, and I came to the conclusion that Mr. Harrington, vi 
y chief assistant, had his time so engrossed here tha;t he coul 
[;tend to the business before the court, and put it in the hands b 
vans, another assistant ; and Mr. Evans, being a young man, w 
> advise and consult with me, not being able to get the benefit o 
[arrington's advice about some case or other that was being triec 
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this was and you began to tell me, bat ws 

ot the safe of John Tyler, the president < 

ompany, in Baltimore, and paid him for i 

me back. The Government; under tl 

to the United States ? — A. Yes, sir ; t\ 

—A. There is no key ; it is a combinatic 

e combination, I suppose, and Mr. Evai 

Yes, sir; but Mr. Harrington had forge 

le had occasion to go in there and I hj 

[*. Evans keeps the combination in his hei 

lOt bother anybody about the affidavit 

sir; but I am going away tonight ort 

ys. 

jone? — A. I am going only a little way 
70a want me I will return immediately, 
I will come as soon as steam can bring a 
^udge Fisher a few additional questior 
jretofore, as part of the testimony taken 



Tuesday, May 19, 1874. 
been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

A. In Baltimore. 

f — A. I am a detective on the Baltimo 
by the police commissioners of Baltimon 
11 so occupied ? — A. About twelve month 
before that? — A. Before that I was ei 
y, of the secret-service division, catchii 
n. 

tes of Alabama, Mississippi, part of Louii 
id wherever they saw fit to send me. 
ervice of the United States Governmeni 

-A. Well, yes; they laid me off; they sa 
3, and for me to lay off for a while and wa 

[sbjsf — A, Yes, sir. 

wn him ? — ^A. Seven or eight years ; pro 

) acquainted with him?,— A. I used to 1 
ork, and his brothers were in the busines 
liat way. That is the first I saw of him. 
i South? — A. He went down there, but 1 
it down at the same time, but with anothi 
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J. How well did you know him ? — A. I knew bim well. 

2* And have known him for eight years ? — ^A. About that time, may 

more or less. 

J. Did you see him about the first of April of this year t — A. No, 

J. About the 7th of April ? — A. Yes, sirJE saw him on the 7th. 

J. Where t — A. In the Metropolitan in Washington. 

J. Was that the first time you saw him during that month? — A. Yes, 

J. Had you seen him during the month of March ? — ^A. No, sir. 

J. Or February t — ^A. I saw him on the 13th of January or about 

kt time. I went on to New York as a witness for the Government 

1 won a ease. I saw him at that time, but not since until I saw him in 

ishington. 

J. You saw him in New York t — A. Yes, sir. 

i. What was he doing there? — A. He was not doing anything at all ; 

told me that he was very hard up. 

J. Where did you see him ? — A. I met him down on ^uth street, 

I first time I saw him, and he came up to the court-room with me, 

ile I was in the United States court room, and staid with me a greater 

•tion of the day until I left. In fact, he came over to Jersey with me. 

J. Then you saw him on the 7th of April again? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. At the Metropolitan Hotel? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. What was he doing there? — A. He was sitting down when I saw 

1. 

J. How did you happen to see him then ? — A. I went in to look for 

1. 

J. Did you know he was here ? — ^A. My wife told me he was here. 

J. Do you know how your wife learned that he was here? — A. Yesj 

stopped at my house on his way through from New York.' 

J. You were away from home? — A. I was coming from 'Wheeling, 

., doing business for the company. 

J. You did not see him? — ^A. No, sir. 

J. Did he stay over night at your house ? — A. He staid the night after 

) 7th at my house. I brought him from Washington to Baltimore, 

1 he slept with me. 

J. Your wife, then, told you that he was here at Washington? — A. 

B told me when I went home that he had been to my house in the 

rning and went on to Washington, and I came over after him. 

J. To take him home with you ? — A. 1 took him home. That was 

; my motive for coming; but I took him home when he was here. I 

I give yoii my motive. 

3!. You took him back with you that night? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. What was your motive for coming?^ — ^A. There were some three- 

rd monte men on the road who were annoying me a good deal, and I 

nted to get them off. I had information that they carried counter- 

t money. I knew that I could not do much with them for gambling, 

sause as they gambled they could give $10 or $20, and the parties 

uld not prosecute them ; but I thought I could catch them on coun- 

feiting. I had information that they had cqunterfeit money. I knew 

ould get them off, and I sent a dispatch to Whitley to send me a 

tn, I could give him a job, and I thought that he sent Hays to fill the 

Lu's place. 

8. When you came over here you came with a view to seeing Hays^ 

A ascertaining whether Whitley had sent him? — ^A. Yes, sir. 
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'ays leave any word for you witb your wife ? — A. Hj 

bat I came to Washington for at all. 

our wife told you that he had been at your house !— 

le not leave any word for you at all ! — A. Not thai 

)g more than that he came on. 

t tell your wife to tell you that he would meet you 

A. No, sir; he did not. He said he would put up 
tt Hotel. 

Bircumstance that your wife met him at your house, a 
rying to catch some counterfeiters, you came here 
leeing him f — ^A. I came here for that purpose. I I 
litley sent him here to get this job. 
I came here what did you say to him? — A. We she 
Id me he had just sent a telegram on to New York stati 
lo one here, to Bleecker-street headquarters. I told I 
; Nettleship was here. I took him to where 1 saw IS 
it as well go back and give you the time I landed he: 
straighter. I came over on the 3.30 train, and wall 
mia avenue. Outside of Willards' I saw Nettleship s 
rersation ; that was the 7th of April ; it might have hi 
5 o'clock in the afternoon. I came over on the S 
he time it left Baltimore. Nettleship and I are not 
I went into the hotel and looked at him. Then I w< 
e. I remembered my wife had told me that Hays woi 
ropolitan. I went on my way up and I looked over 
M. 0. Butler, S. 0. Well, I know his writing, an< 
ray that that was his writing, that he put that name the 
ve, but I judged that he did. After seeing Nettleshi] 
walked into the hotel a second time. He was sitti 
1 and he shook hands with me and told me that th 

B. I said, " Yes, Nettleship is up at Willards'." He s 
^ and looked around for Nettleship, but could not 
Jo up to the Owen House and see if he is not registei 
it up and looked, and said ye?, that he was. He sj 
t up there, though. I said, " Why did you not lei 
-me down and told me that he left a note stating tl 
lim at 9 o'clock in the morning. He said, " I co 
lope in the Owen House." He left the note there 
et, stating that he would see him at 9 o'clock on 
8th. He did not know his business at that time. 

iltimore. He slept with me that night, and I sent 1 
y train in the morning. I came over some time in 
ik I left home at 10 or 9.15 in the forenoon. I picl 
isylvania avenue again ) we crossed over on t he ot 
. I asked him if he had seen Nettleship; he said y 
went to his room, and Nettleship nearly broke his m 
3. He says, "There is money in this," and then he a 
me the outline; then he commenced telling me a lit 
lat is not exactly the square ; these fellows would : 
nt job, and you ought not to do such a job." 
I about the outline!— A. That some papers were to 
as to be cracked, and papers to be abstracted ; and 
ty that owned the safe were to put the blame on anotl 
by owning the safe was having it done 5 that those t 
t were to put the blame on another party 5 he did. 
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y'who that party was then. I told him that when they would not 
re* him a decent job that he ought not to do such jobs as that. He 
^ to see Nettleship between 3 and 4 o'clock that afternoon, and he 
Id me to watch him. 

Q. To watch whom! — A. Him, Hays. He says, "You pipe me to see 
lat occurs." !N"ettleship came from Willardji^ in company with a gen- 
(unan ; Hays went toward him. !Nettleship passed him, and went close 
the theater, turned and walked up Fourteenth street ; Hays crossed 
er to Fourteenth street on the left ; they got out of my reach. They 
jre gone a few minutes, and Hays came back, and he says : " Nettle- 
ip asked me if I wanted any money, and he made a motion to go down 
? his wallet — ^for his ' boodle."' " Boodle" is what counterfeiters gen- 
ally do up a package of counterfeit money in. He said, "He went 
•wn for it, but I told him that I did not want any till morning," 
9 says, " I am not going to take $25, or anything like that." I then 
[>k him to Baltimore that night, on the 8th. On the morning of 
B 9th it rained, and I gave him my umbrella. One object I had 
ing it was to find out more about this job, because I had an idea that 
would bring the umbrella back to the house, whereas, if he went 
thoat it, he might go home. He told me that the man he was to get 
do this was a man who served a term in the Sing-Sing penitentiary, 
d would not be believed. 

Q. That was the burglar? — A, That is the man that Hays was going 
bring on from !N'ew York to do it. After my giving him the umbrella, I 
i not see him until the following Saturday night. I thought he had gone 
New York, and cleared out and took the umbrella with him. On the 
)miug of the 9th I gave him the umbrella. 
Q. Do you remember the day of the week ! — ^A. I do not. 

By Mr. Thumhan : 
Q. Thursday was the 9th of April ? — A. That was when I gave him 
e umbrella. I saw him on Saturday night late. He came into my 
use — that would be the llth. He said he wanted to buy a shirt. I 
jut down on Baltimore street and took him into the detective's office 
ere, and gave him to Detective Pontier and told him to take his " mug," 
look at him to know him hereafter. I introduced him to Pontier, and 
)ntier and I had a little conversation about nonsensical business that 
ver was transacted. At the same time Pontier was looking at him. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. How long was Pontier taking his mug t — A. Not over five min- 
es the conversation did not last. We then went down to Billy Lloyd's, 
d we had several drinks there, comer Charles and Pratt streets. He 
troduced himself as some man from Louisiana. I do not remember 
lat he said, but I told Lloyd it was all stuff. I wanted to do the thing 
uare and give him in his plain colors. He wanted to make out that he 
IS from Louisiana. We came home and he remained. On Sunday 
[)rning he took breakfast in my house. At the table I talked to him. 
Btold me that District Attorney Harrington was putting up the job to 
[)w the safe open and put the blame on Mr. Alexander. I made use 
an expression ; I said, ^^O, shit," or something to that efiect ; and he 
kes hold of his knife and raps on the handle, and he says, "By Christ, 
trter, that is so." He gave it so plain that 1 did not believe him. I 
lew that the thing was going to be done, but I thought it was in the 
easury Department. I never dreamed where it was to be done. I 
ought he was trying to put me off. That evening he came for me, and 
5 T^ent to Mr. Dorsey aiid Downs's place. 
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Q. What sort of place was that ! — A. They keep a paper-hanging store. 
From there we went into a saloon, and went up stairs and talked and 
drank. That was on Sunday night. He told a great many thingf* 
that he knew, and that he did^not know, and one thing or another. 

Q. About this business? — A. He did not say much about it to them 
just then, but he spoke about other matters; about signing blank 
vouchers and false vouchers for Nettleship, for one of which he got $70, 
another time $50, and another time $25 ; that they gave him money 
promiscuously. That night he and I started for home. He came into 
my house, and I played off very drunk. Well, I had a little in, bat no 
more than so that I knew what I was doing. He left his pistol in the 
house and slept in the Fountain Hotel. 1 did not see him any more 
until the following Tuesday,- That Tuesday he came into the house 
and got a shirt that he left there and his pistol, and he told me that he 
was coming back again. I told him I would go for him when he came 
back, and then he went away, and I have not seen him since. 

Q. That was Tuesday, the 14th if — A. Yes, sir 

Mr. Thurman. What was the night of the burglary ! 

Mr. Bass. The 23d. 

By the CHAraMAN : 

Q. You did not see him after that? — A. No, sir; I have not laid my 
eyes on him since. 

Q. Then you only saw him on the 7th of April? That is the only 
time you saw him him here? — A. O, no ; I saw him several times, on 
the 7th and 8th ; and the next time I saw him was in Baltimore. 

Q. You saw him, then, here, only on the 7th and 8th ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. With whom did you see him on those days here? — A. With no 
one, with the exception of i^ettleship. He connected with Nettleship 
on the afternoon of the 8th, between 3 and 4 o'clock ; and he came down 
out of the Owen Hoi;Mse on the night of the 7th, telling me that he left a 
note for him to meet him at 9 o'clock on the morning of the 8th, an4 j 
likewise that he sent a telegram to New York on the same day, saying | 
that there was nobody here. 

Q. What did he mean by that? — A. Whitley told him Nettleship was 
here. 

Q. Did Hays tell you that Whitley had sent him to Washington ? — 
A. He did, sir. He sent a man by the name of Dart to Hays's house, 
I would not be positive as to the name, but I knew him well. He seat 
him to Hays's house. Hays was there whitewashing or painting. He 
told him that the chief wanted to see him. Hays went there and Hays 
says to me, '* The chief did what he never did before ; he shook hands 
with me, and asked me if I was ready tio go to Washington,, and I said 
yes ;" and he borrowed $50 to go on. 

Q. From whom did he borrow it? — A. He did not state from whom. 

Q. Do you know Dart?— A. Yes, sir; I know him. 

Q. What sort of a looking man was he?— A. He is a man probably 
forty-five years of age. 
\ Q. Eed hair? — A. O, no, sir; dark hair. I know he is connected 
\ with Whitley's ofiice ; but I have only seen him on several occasions. 
When I belonged to the office I went South a good deal ; but I noticed 
i)art, and I saw him there. I think that is his name, if I remember cor- 
rectly, and he said Whitley told him to come on here to Washington, 
and stop at the Metropolitan, and to make no inquiries ; that Nettleship 
was^here. 

• Q. When you saw him on Saturday night, you went with him, you 
say, to buy a shirt? — A. Yes, sir. 
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. And then went to this place? — A. I then went to Pontier's office, 
. Why did you take him there ? — A. So that he would know him in 
I of an emergency. I did not know where this concern was going 
>e blown up. I wanted to have a little help, if it came to the wo 
. You took him there for the purpose of having him recognized 
STes, sir ; so that they would know him. 

. When did he first tell you that he was to blow up the safe?- 
bold me on the 8th, after having the first interview with Nettlesl 
. That was the evening of the 8th, when he went home with you 
It was before the evening of the 8th. It was some time in the f< 
1, when I came on and met him, and he had the morning interv 
I Nettleship, and he got the outline of this job. 
. What (lid he say Nettleship told him to do ? — A. That these paj 
J to be taken, the safe blown, and that he was to get a man to d< 
. What papers ? — A. He did not know at that time. The paj 
3 to be taken out of a safe. 

. Whose safe? — A. He did not tell me if he knew; but I kne^ 
a government safe. 

. Did he say what use was to be made of these papers ? — A. 
blame was to be put on a party that did not deserve it. Tt 
3rs were to be taken for a sham and the blame to be put on anot 
y, to let the people at large see what those parties would do ; 1 
' would commit a burglary to get the papers. That was on the f 
1 of the 8th, after having the morning interview with Nettleship 
. When did he next tell you what was to be done? — A. In fact 
me so often ; the next time he told me, point blank, was on 
day morning at the breakfast table. 

. What did he say to you then.? — A. That District Attorney I 
:ton was to put up this job, to put the blame on a man named A 
er. I did not know who Alexander was at the time. 
. Did he tell you whose safe was to be ^* cracked?" — A. I did 
him the question, for I did not believe him, he gave it so pi 
Secretary of the Treasury and Banfield being at loggerheads, I 
ting to see which side of the secret service hung on, but I had 
k that it was a safe in the Treasury Department, and went there 
fied them to that effect. 

. When ? — A. We went to see Mr. Foster and Mr. Dawes, hen 
building. I came on the 15th. 

. On Sunday morning, at the breakfast table, on the 11th, he 
about this in a general way, and put his fist down ? — A. Yes, si 
. You say you went that night to Dorsey and Downs's place ?- 
I, sir. 

. Who proposed that ? — A. He came after me. He was out, and c 
r me, 

[. What did he say ? — A. He asked me to go out and take a w 
go to their place. 

[. Did he know Dorsey and Downs ? — A. Downs was the man tha 
it South with. 

j. He asked you, then, to go to their place ? — A, Yes, sir. 
!. That was on Sunday night? — A. Yes, sir. 
[. That would be on the night of the 12th?— A. It was on Sun 
lit 5 I do not recollect the date. 

!. It was the Sunday night after the 7th ? — A. Yes, the first Sun 
ht after the 7th. 

j. Was there anything said in the presence of Dorsey and Downs ' 
ard to this business in hand ?— A, Id© not remember anything b 
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their presence concerning the safe, bdt there was enough said 
I business concerning Nettleship and Whitley ; about the vouchc 
*ut did he say in the presence of Dorsey and Downs that he \^ 
g up a job here for Nettleship ? — A. I do not remember that 
say that. 

►id he say anything to you after you left on the way home ?— 
r ; he was telling me. I told him several times to shut up. 
^'hat did he tell you ? — A. About that safe-blowing, 
i^hat did he say about it ? — A. Well, I cannot give it positive 
1 general termsi? — ^A. He was telling me the whole thing proa 
r. I will give it as near as I know how ; about him going af 
*glar and getting this ruan^ and I told him to shut up. And 
' God damn it, yon have got so much and do not want any mo 
kve got all out of me.'' We were on bad terms. He left 

i^hy did you play drunk? — A. That is the style I have 

ut I say> why ? You had an object, bad you not ! — A. Yes ; Wi 

it was to hear what he had to say about this matter. 

ow, what did he say ! — A. He commenced to tell me about 

id not believe him. He was following up the same thing that 

the morning, but I would not believe him, and I told him seve 

shut up ; and then he got mad and he did shut up ; and 

^ God damn it, you have got so much out of me that you do i 

Qy more. You want to go back on me.'' 

[e told you that at the instance of Harrington he was going 

p a safe ? — A. Yes, sir ; the whole conversation wafi that. 

e repeated in substance the conversation he had in the morni 

)u ? — A. Yes, sir. 

'id he say anything about having seen Harrington ? — A. No, s 

\, ask him. 

►id he tell you when this was to be done! — ^A. Well, he said 

bring the burglar through on the following Thursday, 

hat being Sunday t — ^A. Yes, sir, on the following Thursday t 

* was to come through. 

id he give you the name of the burglar ? — A. No, sir ; he t< 

b it was a man who had served a term in the penitentiary. 

bat was on Sunday night. Did you see him on Monday mo 

A.. No, sir. 

fheu did you see him again ? — A. On Tuesday, when he cai 

lis shirt out of the house ; that was the morning of the 14th. 

id you have any conversation with him that morning 1 — A. 1 

]y he got his things, and said he was going away, and said 

ming back. I told him he would come back when I went af 

id he say where he was going? — A. No, sir; I was told tha t 

> Dorsey and Downs, and he told them that he was going af 

glar, and that he had got a commission to cover it over ; but 

a/t would not stop him &om going back on these parties that e 

him. He said that was only a plaster. They said they saw t 

»e with the commission in it, but I have not seen that. 

hey saw him then on Tuesday morning after you saw him f — 

p. 

Ihen did you see Dorsey and Downs again after that? — A. D 

le that afternoon to my place and proposed for us to go to th 

nd talk the matter over. 
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J. Did you go!-r-A. Yes, sir. 

J. What did you say when you got there ! — A. We talked the mat- 
over ; that we would stop it. 

J. That is, you and Dorsey and Downs agreed that you would st 
—A. Yes, sir. 

J. What did you do next ? — A. That night Dorsey and myself cai 
sr to Washington, and Downs was to come over in the morning, a 
stopped at Boyle's Hotel. 

J. Whom did you see there ! — A. I didn't take any notice. 
J. Whom did you see when you were here that night? — A. The fi: 
ig we did, we started do>yn and looked in the Tremont House 1 
name. He said he would go to New York, but we did not belie 
I. We went down there, and did see the name ; but it was from t 
^ before. It was tbe last name on the book, and we didn't look ve 
light ; or, at least, we looked and did not examine the date, a 
ught he had just got in and registered. He registered as M. Ha^ 
i it was the day before that he had stopped there. 
J. You went jfrom Boyle's Hotel then to the Tremont House tl 
ht ? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. Where did you go from there? — A. We came back to Boyl 
tel, got a bed, and went to bed. 

I. You saw nobody that« night f-^-A. No more than the help in t 
ise. 

J. Now, the next morning, being Wednesday, did Downs come ove 
L He did. 

J. Where did he stop f — A. He came over in the train that mornii 
J. What time f — A. On account of us seeing the name, Dorsey sen 
(gram over in the morning as soon as he could get the office opeu( 
I Downs came over, I should judge, 9 or 10 o'cl^k. 
J. Did you a«d Darsey go out before Downs came over! — A. Y 
we walked down ; we went around to send the dispatch off, a 
ked out. 

J. Where did you meet Downs! — A. Dorsey went toward the dej 
I met him. I saw him coming up the steps. 
I Where did you, Dorsey, and Downs go then ! — A. I believe i 
t place we went to was a gentleman — I don't know his name ; I do 
)w the names of the streets ; nearly opposite the main entrance of t 
asury Department, there is a street on the right-hand side of tl 
ug from the Treasury, coming this way; and there is a gentlem 
n Baltimore 5 I think he is a lawyer or a reporter for the Chronic 
somethiug in that way. I was introduced to him; he is a sam 
iplexioned man ; his name I forget. 

J. Who introduced you ! — A. Downs and Dorsey ; we went into 1 
ce to see him. Then we went up to Governor Swann's house, but 
s at the Capitol. 

J. What was your object in going into this office ! — A. I had nothi 
Jay in that matter ; this was their doing. I didn't know then at 
to what they were going to do. Then we went to Governor Swan 
ise, and he was out and we came up to this Capitol building. 
J. Whom did you see there ! — A. They got Governor Swann out o 
amittee-room, and he got us in there. 

J. Into the committee-room! — A. Yes, sir; and the commit 
)ointed a subcommittee and we went in the Speaker's room, 
ieve it was Mr. Poster and Mr. Dawes of Massachusetts who w( 
ire. We told hitn— -or they did. I didn't have much to say at tl 
le. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

hat did they say! — A. Near what I tell you now; about t 
ng blown open; but they didn't know where it was to be. Th< 
now as mach about the safe as I did. They knew all about t 

'S. 

hat did they say! — A. Exactly as I am telling you. 
ate what they said. — ^A. They told about this man Hays telli 
was going to get a burglar ; that these papers had to be take 
a.t effect, and about signing blank vouchers, 
d they tell this subcommittee anything about it being Harrii 
fe! — A. They didn't know anything about it. 
ley did not say anything about that! — A. No, sir. 
d you tell them that the man had told you ! — A. I did nc 
I did not believe the man. 
)u said nothing about that! — A. No, sir. 
om there, where did you go ! — A. It was pretty late, and \ 
»me that night. 

om the committee-room! — A. No; we staid around the city i 
or two, and went home. We went down to Jo. Hamblin's, ai 
3re we went to Baltimore. 

>u saw nobody in this Capitol except Governor Swann and th 
nittee, whom you met in the Speaker's room! — A. That is all 
er. 

►y Mr. Bass : 

hat theory did Downs and Dorsey have as to the motive whi< 
nduce the party Hays to do this burglary, of which they ga 
) the committee ! — A. Hays was to get money for doing it. 
len Downs and Dorsey, according to your understanding of 
at the time they went before the committee, have an idea th 
) throw the blame on any particular person ! — A. He had mei 
blB name of Alexander to them. 

ifore the committee ! — ^A. So they say. I am sworn, and I mu 
r what I know myself. 

e ar« talking now about the Dorsey and Downs performance, 
motive Dorsy and Downs supposed Hays was to have io coi 
the burglary ; whether he was to be paid for it, and, if so, 1 
Who did Dorsey and Downs suppose was putting up the job !- 
" didn't know, but they supposed it was Banfield ; that is, 
of their belief; they didn't know who was doing it, really. 

y the Chairman : 

hat train did you leave on, yourself! — A. Something about 

hat time did you leave the Capitol that day ! — ^A. We left tl 
-I am getting ahead of my story. We got a letter from Fost 
^es to see his Excellency the President ; we went up to his pla< 
VRQ out on the sidewalk. Downs was speaker ; and the Preg 
uld not transact any business that night. He said come t 
between nine and two, or something to that effect, and we wei 
d left him. 

hat time was that ! — A. Near five o'clock, 
cl you exhibit the letter to the President ! — A. They have gc 
ir yet. He had it in his hand, I believe. I did not take notic 
d they hand that letter to the President to read ! — A. He di 
r to take it. He simply said that he would not transact an 
I that night. 
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3. Did he hear your story ? — A. I did not speak. Downs was 

^aker. 

3. Yon went right from the Capitol to the President's House ?- 

8, sir. 

J. And went home that night at seven ? — A. About seven o'clock 

}• What did you conclude to do then ? — A. I did not know what 

J. Did you not have a consultation with Dorsey and Downs ?- 
, sir ; because we did not know who was the biggest thief in 
•wd ; we did not know who was working the job, or anything ab 

I came back in a few days afterward, not the next day. 
3. You did not come back to see the President the next day f- 
, sir; my business is between Baltimore and Washington. I ' 
tching to see which way the secret-service men were hanging, ar 
med an idea that it was a job put up on Richardson on account of 
aborn case. I went to his house, and told him what I knew, and 
it me to Mr* C. D. Madge. 

J. When did you go to Mr. Eichardson's house ? — A. The date I 
J positive of. 
i. How many days after that Wednesday ! — A. Maybe three or i 

FS. 

J. Was it that same week ?-r- A. Yes,«ir; I think it was; I mi 
i^e made a note of it. 

i. Did you make memoranda of these things from time to time ?- 
ne things I did, and some things I did not. 

J. In that book? — ^A. No, sir ; this is railway matters ; I might .h 
de a memorandum though of that: " Went to Washington on tn 
't Washington for Baltimore at 9 p. m.'' I should not wonder if t 
3 about the 20th that I went to the Secretary's house. 
3. Has that memorandum got dates on it? — A. Yes, sir; 20t 
Qk. I am not positive that I made a note of it. 
i. Here is *^ Saturday, 18th, left Baltimore at 8.45 a. m., Washi 
^ see ex-chief." Who is ex-chief? — A. I suppose that is Nettleshi{ 
J. Then you were here on the 18th ? — A. I have been here all the ti 
jkwards and forwards. 

J. But you were here on Saturday, the 18th ?— A. Yes, sir ; every ( 
;t it is marked down here, I was here. I think Monday, the 20th 
> day I saw Mr. Madge. 

J. Did you see anybody on Saturday, when you were here on 
h? — A. With the exception of seeing Nettleship, that is all ; in 
id not take notice of that. 

J. What do you mean by " seeing captain on platform f ' — A. T 
ers to the employes on the railroad. 

J. " Don left hotel for New York." What do you mean by that ?- 
at is what he told me, that he was going to New York. 
3. How did you make that memorandum after coming here; how 
a know that he had left for New York ? — A. Simply because I cc 
b find him here when I looked ; he said he was going there. 
3. Then you cair.e here on Monday, the 20th ? — A. Yes, sir. 
3. You saw the Secretary of the Treasury ? — A. Yes, sir ; I won' 
ntive as to the 20th. I think it was; I have made a note of it. 
5J. It was either Saturday or Monday f — A. I think it wasMonda 
^. What did you say to the Secretary ? — A. I met him outside of 
u door, about six o'clock in the evening, after waiting there tl 
iirs, and I commenced to tell him, and he sent me with Colonel He 
10 SB 
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id you commence to tell him ? — A. About this safe busin< 
igety, and he sent me with Colonel Howe to O. I). Mad 
Colonel Howe? — A. He is a special agent of the Treas 
I think, 
id you do when you saw Madge f^ A. I told Madge w 

lid you tell him ? — A. I told him about abstracting th 
le blowing open of the safe. 

;afe *? — A. I was not positive where the safe was at t 
) I did not believe what Hays told me on the Sunday mc 

I tell Madge that Mr. Hays had told you that Harringt( 
e cracked for the purpose of implicating Columbus Al 
[ did not, sir. 

hat did you tell him ? — A. I told him that there was a G 
to be blown open, or cracked, and papers taken out ol 
ed all this time that it was in Banfield's office that it ^ 

stand. That is what you told him ? — A. Yes, sir. 
I not mention to him Harrington's name or Columbus A] 
Not at that time I did not. 
I ever at any tinje? — A. Yes, sir; I mentioned it once ai 

—A. The next interview I had with him after that I m 
named Alexander, and he asked me what Alexander t 

ras that ? Give us the date. — A. It was after the safe ^ 
It was after that I mentioned Alexander's name, 
ore ? — A. Not before. It was the evening after, I thinl 
orrectly, 

ou met these gentlemen in the committee-room on the 1^ 
ion to any of them that Harrington's safe was to be blc 
o, sir ; I did not mention anything at all, scarcely 5 1 
the talking. 

fht before you came to Washington, when you consul 
and Dorsey about coming here, did you tell them w 
d you 1 — A. I did not tell them all of it ; I simply told tl 
pers, because I did not want to give myself away to th 
id out for themselves. 

I not tell either of them that it was Harrington's safe t 
>wn open ? — A. No, sir 5 I did not. 

. Thurman : 

;vere Dorsey and Downs'? — A. They are partners — pa] 

Baltimore. One of them used to be a secret-service ofli 

ben or twelve years. 

hey both in the secret service? — A. No, sir; only om 

►How paper-hanging? — A. That is the business they foil 
u say there was a drinking-house above their paper-ha 
— A. A door or two from the next corner there was a dri 
stairs, and a private place for Sundays, if you feel so ( 
up and enjoy yourself. 

> Chairman: 

u go to Mr. Alexander's, or make any inquiry about '. 

t any of these times that you visited Washington ! — A. ] 
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itil I had about the fourth or fifth interview with Mr. Madge. 1 
Mr. Madge. 

Q. Wait a moment; the second interview you had with Madj 
ter the safe was blown open ? — A. Yes, sir ; then I mentioned 
lexander, and he asked me if I knew what Alexander it was, 
Id him I did not know. 

Q. That was the second interview f — A. Yes, sir, if I rememb 
3tly it was in his own house. He says " I have got it," or somi 
that effect ; that he would follow it up. Then I wrote him a 
iting that I believed Mr. Alexander was the victim of that job 
t know Mr. Alexander at this time, and I did not know what 
was ; but this Mr. Alexander I believed was the victim. I a 
3 Mr. Madge, and Mr. Madge gave me back my letter that I sen 
d I could see that he did not want to have anything to do w 
says I, '^ Do 'you object for me to go to Mr. Alexander F H( 
^o; do as you please.'' I then went from the Treasury buildic 
learched for Mr. Alexander; when I found his house he was oi 
IS up here, and I found his boy and he brought me up here. 
Q. When was that? — A. I could not give you the date, but 
me few days after the safe was blown open, 
Q. Now you said to no one in Washington at any of these timi 
re here, before the safe was blown open, that Mr. Harrington 
LS to be blown open for the purpose of implicating Mr. Alexand 
Yes, sir ; I stated it in this very room in one interview that 
re a few days ago. 

Q. ]S^o, no ; I mean before the blowing open of the safe. — A. No 
Q. Why did you not go to Mr. Alexander, or some one com 
th Mr. Alexander, and tell him what Hays proposed ? — A. I d 
ow anything about Mr. Alexander. I did not believe what 
Id me until after it was done. 

Q. You came over here with a view of giving information as 
rpose of Mr. Hays f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you had an interview with two committees ? — A. Yes, 
Q. And an interview with Mr. Madge f — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And to no one of these you mentioned the fact that it was 
igton's safe that was to be blown open"? — A. For this reason — 
Q. Did you? — A. No, sir; I did not ; this was the first place w 
3ntioned it, right here. 

Q. You were getting information about what was proposed to be 
d yet you did not mention the fact that Hays told you the pari 
fe to be blown open? — A. I did not until 1 mentioned it in this 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. How long have you known Mr. Nettleship ? — A. The first I 
him was when I went to the office to get employment. 
Q. How long ago was that ? — A. I think it was in 1870 or 18 
is 1871. 

Q. You have had employment in the office for a time? — A, Ye 
Beas employed by the office. 1 was sent South to work up Ku 
ses. 

Q. You were acting under Mr. Nettleship at that time ? — A. B 
e assistant chief. 

Q. You had a good deal of intercourse with him ? — A. Very litl 
svas away all the time ; he gave the orders through other partie 
tiad very little to do with him. 
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Q. Your relations with him were always pleasant, were they not 
L. Yes, sir. 

Q. Yon never had any disagreement with him ! — A. I never had j 
Isagreement with him up to the time he put me off. We were alwj 
ood friends, and I was ready to serve him. 

Q. After that time were you good friends ? — ^A. I wrote a letter fr 
ew Orleans after I went off. I tried to work up some jobs, and wrot 
'tter on to the chief stating that I could do certain work there. I was t 
lat Mr. Nettleship took my letter and opened it, and never gave it 
le chief; of course I did not like that too well, and in Baltimor 
rote another letter, and he did not answer it, and I sent another let 
) him — ^' You pot-gutted son of a bitch, why don't you answer my ] 
jrf That was all the difficulty we ever had. 

Q. You addressed that letter to whom? — A. To I. C. Nettlesh 
hen he would not answer me. 

By Mr, Thueman : 
Q. Where does he liveH — A. I believe he lives in Newark, N. J. ] 
Bfice is in New York. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. What else was in that letter you wrote to him ? — A. Not anotl 
ord, that I remember of ; simply, " L C. Nettleship : You pot-gutted s 
f a bitch, why don't you answer my letters F 

Q. Would that be regarded in your craft as offensive language ?•— 
ii^ell, I should say it was ; that is what I put it there for. 
Q. You intended it? — A. Certainly. 

Q. What have your relations been since that time? — A. I never 1 
ay dealings with him since that. 

Q. Did you not fufther say in that letter that you would get revei 
Q him ? — A. No, sir ; I never expressed myself in that way. 
Q. Have you not threatened since that time to get even with him ?— 
t^elJ, I don't know as I have; I don't remember ever having thre 
aed ; I simply said that if he came in my way I would give him wl 
B deserved 5 but I would not go from here to the table to injure hii 
: half that distance to serve him ; but if he comes in my way, I t\ 
ive him what he merits ; that is all. 

Q. Why were you trying to find out which way these detective fore 
ere leaning ; what was your object in ascertaining that ? — A. My bu 
Bss is that of a detective, and I want to find out everything that Ici 
Q. What reason had you to suppose they were leaning either way 1 
. On account of Nettleship's bossing this job. I had an idea that 
as doing it for Banfield, because Banfield is the Solicitor of the Trej 
?y and he is the head of that department ; and I had an idea that th 
ere doing it to assist Banfield against Eichardson. 

By Mr. Thijrman : 
Q. Is Whitley in the service of the Government? — A. He is chief 
le secret-service division. 

Q. To whom does that secret service division belong; which Bepa 
entof the Government? — A. Bantleld is Solicitor; they are all und 
m. 

Q. Solicitor of the Treasury ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And had that anything to do with the Ku-Klux? — A, Yes, sir; 
as detailed to go down and work up the cases. I Avas down the 
?arly twenty months, in the Southern States. 
Q. Under the direction of the Attorney- General ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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!. Was Whitley dowu there ? — A. O, no, he took good care that he 

not go down there. 

[. How many were sent down ? — A. There was one man sent with 

but when he got down there, he either got scared or sick, and went 
ty and left me. 

j. How many were sent down ? — A. I could not tell you ; one did not 
w the other one's business. 

!• Were you in communication with any other secret-service men 
'^n there? — A. Hays and this man Downs went down together. 
fs told me that Downs got scared and left the place ; that when 
vus would be asleep Hays would have to watch him with a pistol 
fear of being assassinated. Now I am not giving this on oath, but 
i is what I hear ; that is what they told me. 

j. With what detectives were you in communication ? — A. A fellow by 
name of Dulova, an Italian or Frenchmen, who was sent down with 
He was my partner. I went to Cross Plains, Calhoun County, 
th Alabama, and started a gin-mill and liquor-store. I remained 
re about six months, and then I went to New York and came to see 
family, and was sent back. I went to the old place, the Italian went 
Atlanta and was scared until I sent him a telegram. I left the bar- 
ier in charge of the place when I went to New York to see my friends, 
itley let me stay there a few days and sent me down with the Italian, 
went as far as Atlanta and he stopped there. They did not know 
m I left whether I gave myself away there or whether I was driven, 

they wanted to get the coast clear. I negotiated to sell the place, 
. left. 

j. Who furnished the capital to set up the gin-mill ? — A. Whitley 
ushed the money ; it came from the Government 5 I went then to 
Dtgomery, Ala. 

(. How long did you stay there"?— A. That I am not positive about 5 
light be a month, maybe more or less. 

j. What business did you ostensibly follow there ? — A. Anything I 
Id pick up in the shape of news or information. 
J. Did you open any kind of business there 1 — A. No, sir ; I stopped 
i hotel. I went then to Middle Alabama, to a place called Young- 
e. 

J. How long did you stay there? — A. Some- two or three months, if 
imember right. 

I. What business did you follow there? — A. Getting information of 
-Klux. 

J. But did you follow no business that the people could see ? — A. Yes, 
; I made out that I was buying chickens and eggs, &c. I had a 
mg fellow with me that belonged to North Alabama. I had him with 
for a stool or blind. He made out that I was buying chickens and 
^s, and doing business in that way. 

J. For what market ? — A. For Montgomery 5 but I never bought any. 
Iways had an excuse that they were too dear, or the market was 
>ded, or something to that effect. 

J. What year were you down there ? — A. In 1871 and 1872. I went 
vn in June, 1871. 

J. Whitley sent you down ? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. Did you discover any Ku-Klux ? — A. I did. I joined the organiza- 
a down there, and helped to do a little flogging. I flogged a fellow 
Qi Canada 5 his name was Fletcher. 

J. Were you a witness in any case against the Ku-Klux ? — A. No, sir 5 
ave the information to the district attorney, and he did the rest. 
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Q. You were not called as a witness in any case? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What time did you return North and remain altogether! — ^A. 
think it was in October, 1872, if I remember correctly. 

Q. Were you still in the service of the Government ? — A. I was whe 
I came home to New York. 

Q. Were you continued in the secret service of the Government ?- 
A. When I came home I was sick, and Nettleship told me that the a] 
propriation was run out — for me to lay off a few days. I was glad of i 
because I was weak and sick from a disease I contracted down there- 
some kind of a swamp-fever. 

Q. Had you been in the secret service before you went South in thi 
business? — A. Only a few days. I had been a revenue officer in Brool 
lyn. I had been under the Hon. Silas B. Dutcher. 

Q. How came you to be detailed for the secret service ? — A. The rei 
enue business, like everything else — it is not the man that does th 
work they want to keep. Politics puts a man in and out 5 and whei 
ever they got a man with more weight than I had, they put him in, 

Q. How came they to select you from the revenue service to put yo 
in the secret service ? — A. They did not select me ; I was discharge 
from the revenue service, and I went over with Dutcher's letter to B 
C. Whitley, and he employed me. 

Q. Had you ever had any experience as detective, or anything of th 
kind ? — A. O, well, no. I bad been master of a vessel around the bead 
and I saw a good deal of one thing and another. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. You knew how they smuggled? — A. O, yes, sir 5 I knew the who] 
operation of that. I had been a seafaring man. I knew as much abot 
that as any other man. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Had you been employed by the Government to detect smugglers 
— A. W^hen with Whitley I was employed to detect anything in Ne 
York. 

Q. I mean before that — in the revenue service ? — A. No, sir ; I wa 
employed to catch illicit whisky-distillers in the Fifth ward, and a 
around Brooklyn. 

Q. Did Whitley ask you any questions as to your capacity to serv 
as a detective or anything of the kind ? — A. He did not. 

Q. He just sent you dbwn there? — A. He employed me for some fon 
or live days in New York before he sent me down there. I think it wa 
seven days, if I remember right. I went in to report. He said to com 
in every seventh day and report. 

Q. Had you ever been in the police service anywhere ? — A. No. sir. 

Q; How many people are there in this secret service now ? — A. I car 
not tell you. 

Q. How many do you suppose? — A. I have no idea whatever; thei 
may be a thousand, and there may be ten. 

Q. Are you in that service now, or are you in the service of the Ba 
timore and Ohio Railroad Company ? — A. I am in the service of th 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. I was sworn in in Baltimon 
by the police commissioners. I am working for the Baltimore and Ohi 
Railroad Company. 

Q. In what capacity ? — ^A. Detective. 

Q. Do they keep more than one detective ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. What is it for ? You detect what ? — ^A. Fraud, stealing upon th 
cars; stealing freight; stealing anything; conductors knocking down. 
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Q. Any frauds on the company, or robbery of its property ? — i 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. You say that you helped to do one or two jobs of whippin, 
ere f — A. Yes, sir ; I did one. 

Q. What kind of an obligation did you have to take to get i 
der f — A. Well, you have to swear a little. I almost forget i 
it I could jog my memory up. 

Q. You took the oath to get in ? — A. Yes, sir ; it was ^' Death ! 
3ath !'' I repeated that three times, and then I got the grip, anc 
iling-sign, and pass- word, &c., connected with it. 
Q. Then you went with them and helped them from that time ' 
i undoubtedly. That was what I was sent there for, 
Q. What did you whip the Canada fellow for f — A. He was j 
serable devil, and went down there, and he didn't have much n 
Q. He got whipped for that? — A. No, sir; that is not exactly it. 
a place in Georgia where some fellow broke prison, and then 
svard offered for him ; and this man and a doctor named 
ought, on account of this Fletcher being a hard-looking fellow, 
LS the party. They found that he was not, and they let hirn { 
went down and wanted to sue them. That night we agreed t 
m, or they did ; I counted the lashes, and held his coat-tail uj 
ey gave it to him. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. After you got through with that you went to New York, a 
>re discharged from the service ? — A. I was laid off. 
Q. Where was Hays operating % Did you have any commuii 
til him during this time? — A. No, sir; after the first time 
)rth, I only saw Hays once or twice, when he came along when 
fact, we would not care about speaking to each other down th 
ir of them dropping on us. He was not keeping a gin-mill. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Harrington % — A. Only I saw him here < 
ice, I might have seen him on the street, but 1 don't remem 
iid not know him until he was pointed out to me. 
Q. When you heard that it was his safe that was going to be 
», you did not say anything to him about it? — A. Certainly not 
ould I say to him, w hen Hays told me that it was him that w 
ig the job up? 

Q. You would not want to say anything about that ? — A. Of 
t. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Did Hays want you to go in, or propose it ? — A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. What did he tell you he was to get? — A. He said he e3 
!,000forthejob. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Who did he say was going to pay him the $2,000? — A. 
►t express any one in particular, but I understood the money 
me through Nettleship's hands to him. 

Q. Did he say anything to you about getting money from Alex 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he tell you that he had ever met Alexander ? — A. No, i 
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r. Thurman : 

tleship in the secret service ? — ^A. He is assistant chief i 

jrvice. 

)ng has he been in the secret service ? — A. That I can't tel 

r. Stewart: 

d not inquire when you were here anything about who Mi 
ras all that time, until after the robbery ? — A. No, sir. 
ade no inquiry of anybody who he was ? — A. No, sir. 
ct that he told you that he was going to blow up Harrin^ 
r the purpose of charging it on Alexander, did not excit 
inquiry at all ? — A. No, sir ; he gave it so open I did no 
I thought he was trying to throw me off the right seen 
e thought of the Treasury Department, 
jade no inquiry at all about who he was, or what he wa 
No, sir ; the only inquiry I made, Mr. Madge was the firs 
>r he spoke to me, and I asked him if he would object to m 

Alexander. That was after the robbery. He says " Yoi 
you please." 
id not tell Mr. Madge anything about the first interview 

the conversation that you had had with Hays ? — ^A. Nc 

d not tell anybody the conversation that you had had wit 
No, sir. 

fcve been hunting Hays since this thing occurred ? — A. I lei 
onday week for New York to hunt him up. I found hi 
e was gone. They called me home. I got a dispatch t 
e. 

did you think you would find him ? — A. I think, down Easi 
il Eiver or about Taunton. I have seen his wife on severe 
id she told me that they did not give him all the mone 
^posed to give him ; that what they gave him he spent, an 
give him all. When he was going away, he went to se 
ind he gave orders to his wife to tell nobody where he went 
J says when he writes his letters that he writes them t 
by, and that party brings them to the house. I have bee; 
3 letters. 

does he live ! — A. 76 Eoosevelt street. New York City, 
rou been to his house often ? — A. I have been there two o 

I was there last evening, I told his wife I had a guarante 
5 would be done to him if he would come on and tell th 

id a guarantee'? — ^A. The gentlemen here told me that ther 
thing done to him. She knew I was looking for him. Th 
vent I did not make out that I was looking for him. Th 
at I went down to Fall Eiver and Boston I could not fin< 
en I came back, and 1 thought I would try another plar 
what I wanted him for. I wrote a letter, and she promise( 
r that evening. She didn't let me see the address. 

r. Hamilton : 

70VL seen this man who was arrested '? — A. No, sir. 

) not know him •? — A. No, sir. 

a know Colonel Wood, of New York ? — A. The detectiv 

be ? I have seen him on tAvo occasions, in this city, but 

dealings with him otherwise. 
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Q. Did you see him while you were in New York, this time I — A. Xo, 
sir 5 I did not see any detectives there. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Do you know a man named Watson ? — A. No, sir. 
By the Chairman : 

Q. What makes you think you could get Hays ? — A. Well, by work- 
ing for him. What is to hinder me ? I can get anybody if 1 have time 
enough and means to get him. 

Q. You can ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. Were you not told to see Wood in New York f — A. No, sir. 

Q. You were not told to see anybody ? — A. No, sirj I was sent from 
here to go and to serve a subpoena on Hays. It is in my pocket. 
Furthermore, I will tell you that I will have nothing to do where Wood 
is connected. I know nothing about him, but I have heard such a 
name of him that I won't have anything to do with him. 

Q. What sort of a man is Hays 1 Is he an honest fellow ! — A. Well, 
it is hard for me to say. I would sooner you would ask him. 

Q. You have known him for ten years, now, is it ? — A, Well, I sup- 
pose that he would not take anything that he could not carry. 

Q. Have you known him to be in disreputable transactions before ? — 
A. No, sir ; I cannot say that I have. Only what he told me that he 
did for the division, and I did not have much of an opinion of him. 

Q. But before that you thought well of himf — A. Yes, sir; thS same 
as I should of any other young man. 

Q. You thought well of him when he was down South, did you ? — A. 
I did. 

Q. Did you remonstrate with him about this safe business? — A. I did. 
I told him that he ought not to do such work. I said, '^ Them fellows 
TToa't give you a decent job or anything except what they can't get others 
to do.'' He kind of hung fire then about giving me any more intbrma- 
tion. He saw I did not like it. I told him " I would not hurt a hair of 
your head." 

Q. What was your real object in having Pantier take his mug ? — A. 
Because, if it came to the worst, I would have a witness, if I Tvanted a 
witness, to prove that he was there at the time — if there was an alibij for 
some one to swear that he was not in Baltimore. 

Q. You did not want to catch Hays! — A. Not at all. I simply wanted, 
when this thing was done — I wanted to see Mr. Nettleship and Whitely, 
and the like of them. I have nothing against Hays. 

Q. Your real object was to get after Nettleship, and not Hays? — A. 
I have nothing against Hays. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did Hays get any money of Nettleship? — A. I did not see him get 
it, but he showed me plenty of money. He had a fist full of bills. I do 
not know how much was In it. 

Q. When was that? — A. On Saturday night. 

Q. How much did you see? — ^A. 0,'l could form no idea; he had it 
closed up in his hand. 

Q. But did he not tell you how much ?— A. No, sir 5 I did not ask 
him. 

Q. Before leaving here was that ? — A. That was on Saturday night, 
before he left Baltimore to go to New York. 

Q. The first week? — A. The Saturday night after the 7th on the same 
week. That is the night he went to buy the shirt. 
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By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You had nothing against Harrington ? — A. Not a particle. I did 
not know any of these gentlemen. 

Q. You simply wanted to get at Nettleship ? — A. I simply wanted to 
give them who are running that division what they deserve; for I 
believe they are not fit to be there. I do not know Mr. Harrington, and 
have nothing against any of them. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. When was it that you made your application to Whitley, and how 
did you make it, for some man to help you over here with regard to these 
three-card monte men ? — A. I went down to the Treasury Department 
and went to a fellow named Perry on a Saturday, 1 got orders to drive 
the monte men off the road. I went in to Perry and I asked him if he 
would not send a dispatch to Whitley; I think I can tell the date. I 
know it was on Saturday that I sent the dispatch ; but it was con- 
siderably after that when Hays came here. I had been up and did my 
business, and came down before he arrived. [Referring to a memoran- 
dum.] I think it was about the 28th of March. " Saturday went to 
Washington 10.15 a. m., and left Washington for Baltimore 3.30 p. m." 
Perry sent the dispatch from the Treasury Department, as I say. He 
was one of their clerks there. 

Q. At that time you told Perry ? — A. That if they would send some 
man I would give them a job. I told them the whole thing. I think 
that is about the date. 

Q. Do you know what he did about it? — A. I know that he sent the 
dispatch. He wrote it, I dictated it, and the boy took it down. 

Q. Then the next thing you heard about it was this Sunday night 
that Hays had been to your house, and that he was coming over hereto 
Washington ? — A. That was on Tuesday. 

Q. And he left word to you that he was to stop at the Metropolitan ! 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q, So that you came right over here and found Butler's name ? — A. 
Yes, sir ; " M. C. Butler, S. O." 

Q. And recognized the handwriting, and you thought that was 
Hays's f — A. Yes, sir, that is it. 

Q. You found Hays that same day, which was the 7th, and Hays told 
you that he had sent a dispatch to Whitley that there was no man here ! 
— A. That there was no one here. 

Q. How happened he to tell you ? What was the conversation ? You 
supposing that he came over here to help you catch your three-card 
monte men on the Baltimore and Ohio Koad, what excuse did Hays give 
you for saying that he had just sent a dispatch to Whitley that there 
was no man here in Washington ? — A. Whitley told Hays when he 
started that Kettleship was here, and for him (Hays) to make no 
inquiries, but stay at the Metropolitan. When Hays remained there 
and Nettleship didn't show up, I suppose he got impatient, and he sent 
a dispatch back stating that there was no one here. 

Q. Were you with him when he sent the dispatch? — A. IS^o, sir; it 
was before I came here. 

Q. But he told you that he had ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That same morning ? — A. That evening. 

Q. To Whitley 1 — A. To 56 Bleecker street, stating that there was no 
one here. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Did I understand you to say that the excuse that he gave you for 
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iding a dispatch was, that when Whitley sent him he (Whitley] 
n that he would find, Nettleship here in Washington ? — A. Yei 
Q, And that he must come to the Metropolitan aod that Nettl 
>uld come there and find him? — A. He told him that Nettleshij 
Washington, and for him (Hays) to come to the Metropolitan a 
fcke no inquiries, bat to stop at the Metropolitan. Hays came t 
d Nettleship didn't come down as quick as he expected to see 
d he got impatient, and sent the telegram to New York, stating 
are was no one here. 

Q. Was that the same afternoon of the 7th ?— A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You did not know at that time that Nettleship was here? — A. 
, I did ; because I saw him before I saw Hays. 
Q. Then you told Hays Nettleship was here?— A. Yes, sir; tl 
w Nettlesiiip at Willard's. 

Q. And so Hays and you started off? — A. Yes, sir; we started c 
nt him up. 

Q. What did Hays say [N^ettleship wanted with him ? 
rhe Witness. At that time ? 
Mr. Bass. Yes, sir. 

A. He didn't know any more than the man in the moon wheth 
bs to go with me on this job, on the road, or not. 
Q. Then you went with Hays down to find Nettleship ? Wher 
u first meet Nettleship ? — A. I saw Nettleship before I saw Hays 
le of Willard's. 

Q. After that, when you and Hays were together ? — A. It was oi 
xt day, in the afternoon, that I saw Kettleship coming from to 
illard's down toward the theater, and Hays going to meet him. 
IS the next day. 

Q. ]^ow, you having ^seen !N'ettleship in front of Willard's, you 
lys that you had seen him ? — A. Yes, sir ; that was on the nig 
B 7th. 

Q. Did you go back to Baltimore that night? — A. I did; and 
lys with me. 

Q. Did you and Hays on the night of the 7th go and try to find 
iship ? — A. Certainly we did, and he left a note in the Owen E 
r Kettleship. 

Q. Did you see him leave a note, or did he say he left it ? — A 
id he left it. I staid on the sidewalk, and he says : " That is a 
id of a house; I could not get an envelope." He told me the 
rt of the note was that he would see Nettleship at 9 o'clock the 
)rning. He went to Baltimore and slept with me, and I sent hi 
e early train in the morning, but I didn't come until later in the 
len he told me about the safe. 
Q. That was the first time ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When he first told you about the safe — that jls^ettleship had a 
be blown open — did he give you any idea who was putting the jc 
blow that safe? — A. No, sir; he simply said that the parties 
^ned the ^afe were going to have it done. That is what he toh 
en, and that he could get a man who served a term in the peniten 
do it for a few hundred dollars, and he would get $2,000 himsel 
e job. 

Q. And his pretense to you was, at that time, that Nettleship w 
re him this $2,000 ? — ^A. Nettleship w-as the man who was furnie 
e money. He was the man who was putting up the job. 
Q. When you came before the Ways and Means Committee oi 
3use, did you tell them that Nettleship was putting up the jo 
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Downs f — A. Why — yes, sir. He gobbled so much out of him that be 
told everything. Kettleship's name and Whitley's were both mentioned. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Did you know a German in Washington here that was acquainted 
with Hays? — A. Hays said that he did more in two days than the Ger- 
man they had here did in three weeks, and that Hays wouldn't work 
with him ; and Nettleship said, *'A11 right, I would sooner you would 
do it yourself without his assistance." Who the German is I don't know ; 
but that is what he told me. 

Q. He said there was a German in association with him ? — A. Yes, 
sir ; that there was a German here, and that he did more in two days 
than what the German did in three weeks. 

Q, That Hays had done more f — A. Yes, sir; that Hays himself had 
ctone more in two days than the German had in three weeks. 

Q. Did he say what the German had done ? — A. jS^o, sir. 

Q. Nor where he got him f — A. No, sir ; they simply made out of the 
conversation what I tell you. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. I see in your memorandum-book of the 7th of April, under date 
7th April, what is put down in ink : " Left Baltimore for Washington at 
3.20 p. m." " Left Washington for Baltimore at 9 p. m." All that is in 
ink*? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Read what is in pencil. — A. " Seen Don Mogul. Slept at my 
house." 

Q. That is in pencil, is it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that made ■? — A. It was made the same day that he 
slept there. 

Q. Why was a part of that entry made in ink and a part in pencil ?— 
A. You know this is a book that I keep for tfie railroad company, if 
they want to look at it. They don't want me to work outside jobs. 

Q. Therefore you put that in pencil so that you could wipe it out ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was made the same day ? — A. I could not swear that it was 
made the same day ; but it was simply meant to say that Don Mogul 
meant Hays. 

Q. Was that memorandum made at the time or made since the bur- 
glary ? — A. O, it was made before the burglary. Every night I gener- 
ally write down the day's doings. 

Q. And you put that in pencil on purpose, so that you could wipe it 
out. Now, are not all the memoranda in that book in relation to Don 
Mogul or Hays in pencil ? — A. That may or may not be. I was not 
particular. 

Q. Just look and see. You say you had an object in doing it ? — A. 
Nothing in particular ; but if the ink-bottle was not handy to me I 
would take a pencil. 

Q. Why is it that all the memoranda in relation to Don Mogul or 
Hays are in pencil, and all the other writings in that book are in ink "? — 
A. Well, I like to keep a nice diary, and I did not want to have any- 
thing to do with any of his fixings. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Did you write both of these — that with the pencil and that with 
the pen I — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Why did you use the word Don Mogul there? — A. Well, I believe, 
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in Spanish bis name is Don Guleibo; then I put down Don Mogul, so 
that if anybody else got hold of the book they wouldn't know what it 
meant. 

By Mr. Stewabt : 
Q. Were these pencil-marks made at the date they purport to be 
made ? — A. It must be a day or two after. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You say they were made about the time? — A. About the same 
time — maybe after a time. I am not particular about that. 

Q. What do you think about that ? — A. I think nothing about it. 

Q. You are in the habit of putting down those things every day, arc 
you not, as they occur? — A. Yes, sir; pretty much. I generally put 
down in the night what I do in the day. * 

Q. Where do you put these entries generally ? — A. At my own house ; 
and if I cannot approach it, I would do it as soon as I got there. 

Q. Did you make that pencil entry the same day that you made the 
ink entry ? — A. Well, I would not be positive now. I hardly think I 
did at the same time. I certainly, however, put it down to jog my 
memory. 

Q. You took Hays back with you to Baltimore on the night of the 
;thf— A. I did. 

Q. Did he pay his fare? — A. He did. He paid his fare to Baltimore. 

Q. Why did you take him with you ? — A. Just to find out what he 
came here for. I did not know when I took him back the first night 
that he was to do the job, for he didu't have the interview with Nettle- 
ship. 

Q. But he paid his fare? — A. He paid his fare. 

Q. Did you ask him to go ? —A. I asked him to go. *' You may as 
well go and stop at my house," I said. 

Q. He went with you and staid over-night at your house ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. The next night of the 8th he went Avith you ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Did he pay his fare that night ? — A. I think so. 

Q. You did not carry him along with you ? — A. I asked him to come 
and he came with me. 

Q. I know, but you did not say to the conductor A. I cannot 

'^ay anything to the conductor — they do not know me on the road. 

Q. You pay your fare every time ? — ^A. No, sir 5 I have a pass. 

Q. Have you got it with you? — A. I have. 

Q. What is the name of this place to which you went Saturday night 
to do that drinking in Baltimore ? — A. William Lloyd's. 

Q. You drank pretty freely there, did you not ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many of you were there together ? — A. There was Lloyd a 
skylarking and carrying on. 

Q. Who else ? — A. Hays and I. 

Q. Lloyd, Hays, and yourself ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many times did you drink that night ? — A. O, I did not 
count. I could drink a dozen times and not drink heavy ; and I could 
drink once as much as the whole lot. 

Q. How is Hays — can he drink well ? — A, Yes, sir ; he can beat me 
drinking. 

Q. Do you think you drank a dozen times that night?— -A. I may or 
may not. I could not say as to that. 

Q. Who paid for the drinks ? — A. I paid part of the time, and he paid, 
and Lloyd treated. 
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Q. Was that the time you saw so much money ! — A. That is the time, 
sir. 

Q. Hays took out a roll of bills, did he! — A. I run short of money. 
I did not have any, and he held his hand under the counter and pulled 
a two-dollar bill out of the roll so that I could take it out of his hand, 
and I saw what he had. He pulled two out, so that I would take that, 
and held the refet down. 

Q. Did you take that two dollars! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And paid your part? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you hand the two dollars back to him ? — A. JS^o, sir ; he did 
not come after it yet. 

Q. You saw him afterward ? — A. Certainly, I saw him Sunday and on 
the Tuesday before he left to go to New York. 

# Q. Did you receive any telegrams during your absence! — A. I received 
one from Mr. Christy to come on here. 

Q. Is that the only communication ! — A. That is all. 

Q. You had no communication with anybody during your absence? — 
A. No, sir ; 1 wrote on here, but I never received an answer to any of my 
letters; I was moving all the time. 

Q. You wrote on here that you left a man w atching for Hays at Fall 
Eiver? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whom did you leave ? — A. I do not know that it is right to tell 
that ; 1 do not consider that it is fair. 

Q. It is fair, sir. — A. He is a party connected with the post-office in 
Fall River; I saw him and told him what I wantel. 

Q. Who was he ! — A. John Whitehead. 

Q. Is he in the post office? — A. He is employed there. 

Q. What did you tell him you wanted ! — A. I told him to find out, if 
letters came to Michael Hays Irom New York, to find out where he re- 
sided in Fall River; and if any letters came to Lizzie Hays in New York, 
No. 76 Roosevelt street, if I could see the writing I could know whether 
it was Hays's writing or not. 

Q. Whydid you go to Fall River? — A. I heard him speak here about 
it, and I believe he has a sister living there. 

Q. That led you there? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was nothing that you heard in New York that took you to Fall 
River? — A. No, sir; I went to his house and his wife told me that he 
was away doing business for Whitley's office. I looked around the 
house, and I saw a hat that I thought he would take if he went for 
Whitley. That was the hat he wore here. I came to the conclusion 
that he was on a pleasure trip, and started there. 

Q. Whom did you see in Fall River, besides Mr. Whitehead !^A. I 
saw a gentleman that 1 knew there, that I had a slight remembrance of 
in New York. 1 described this man, and asked him if thought he saw 
any person like that, and he said he thought he had about three days 
before, but he was not sure. 

Q. W^ho was that gentleman ? — A. I could not tell you his name, sir. 
I have seen the man in New York. 

Q. Was that the only evidence that you had that he had been there 
three days ago? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You met a man casually that you had seen in New York ? — A. Yes, 
sir; and got into conversation with him. 

Q. Did you ask him if knew Michael Hays? — A. No, sir; I described 
him and asked him if he had seen a man like that around there. There 
had been a colored fellow tried to commit a rape on a white girl, and I 
stopped him on the boat, and I had occasion to go to the police-statiou 
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with this fellow at Fall Eiver, and that brought me into contact with 
people more than anything else, and I got to asking questions. 

Q. Did you communicate to the police? — A. No, sir; not as to any 
business, certainly not. They asked me where they could find me, and 
1 told them I didn't know; I might have been there a day or ten days. 

Q. What was Hays's sister's name ? — A. I could not tell you that, sir. 

Q. You knew he had a sister, though? — A. I have heard so; 1 believe 
I have seen her. 

Q. You heard that he had a sister in Fall Eiver? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you inquire about her ? — A. No, sir. I didn't know, if she 
was married, what name to inquire of. 1 watched the post office. 

Q. Did you not ask Whitehead if he knew her? — A. I asked him 
nothing more than I tell you. I gave him a piece of paper with the 
two names on, and I walked in every little while in case he had th^ 
letter. 

Q. You went from Fall Eiver to Boston ? — A. I did. 

Q. Why did you go to Boston ? — A. I had a notion that he might go 
down there. While he was here I heard him speaking about Boston. 
He said the chief, Whitely, was down there, and that he was going down 
that way. They have a branch office down there, and I thought he 
might connect with that office, and I went down to watch it. 

Q. You went there ? — A. Yes. I went there in the evening and re- 
mained until the next evening. 

Q. Whom did you see there ? — A. I did not see any one, that I know of. 

Q. You spoke to nobody there ? — A. I asked questions of passers-by. 
I stepped in the office of the marshal and asked about this negro who 
was let go ; that is all. I looked for some parties that I was acquainted 
with there, but I could not find them. 

Q. Whom did you know in Boston ? — A. I knew a young fellow that 
used to be in the secret-service division. His name was Parks. 

Q. Did you go to the office of the secret service ? — A. I went close to 
it I watched it, but T did not go upstairs. 

Q. How long did you watch it ? — A. Part of the day ; some two or 
three hours. 

Q. What time of the day? — A. In the morning early. I would come 
back and take a cruise. It was a building where several other offices 
were, and I could not tell if people went into that particular office or 
not. 

Q. You wanted to see if Hays went in there ? — A. That is what I was 
after. 

Q. What time did you leave off watching that office?— A. I cannot 
be positive as to the hour ; some time before dinner. 

Q. You left before dinner ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You watched it three or four hours in the morning ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You came back, then ? — A. Yes, sir, and went Into the hotel. 

Q. What hotel ?— A. The Parker House. 

Q. You stopped at the Parker House ? — A. I went in there and over- 
hauled the registry-book. 1 found that name on it, and I was under 
the impression that that was his writing. I asked where that gentle- 
man was, and they said that he had paid his bill and left. *' William 
Butler, New York," was on the book. 

Q. Where did you stop in Boston ? — A. I stopped in a house next to 
the Boston Hotel. The name of the house I don't remember. I went 
to the Boston Hotel, and it was full. I could not get a room, and I went 
back to this house and slept one night. I came directly back to New 
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York. I stopped at the Grand Union Hotel one night. It was late when 
I got in. 

Q. Where did you go to the next day ? — A. Sweeny's Hotel ; running 
around the city, and went to Hays's house. 

Q. How did you find out where Hays lived ? — A. By inquiring. I 
went to a man named Churchill, who kept a boarding-house. 

Q. Did you go to any of the police people in Boston ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. No one ? — A, No, sir. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You never knew where Hays lived before you went over there 
this time ? — A. I knew where he lived at one time, but he moved. 

Q. Who did you say told you where he lived at this time ? — A. A man 
named Churchill, who kept a boarding-house. 

Q. Where does he keep his boarding-house ! — A. On Madison street, 
I believe. 

Q. Where was Churchill when he told you ? — A. He was lying in his 
bed with a crushed foot. 

Q. On Madison street ? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. You went to his house ? — A. Yes, sir ; Hays had lived there, and I 
asked him where he moved to, and he told me. I asked him when he 
saw Hays. He said about a week ago. 

Q. You had been to Hays's house before, when he lived there f — A. 
Yes, sir; I had been in the house when I went on, on that .trial I was 
speaking about. 

Q. How often were you at Hays's house before ? — A. Three or four 
times, perhaps. 

Q. Then you knew him pretty well ! — A. Yes, sir, certainly. 

Q, You said to him, when you got here, that that was too dirty a job 
to be engaged in ? — A. I told him, says I, " These fellows won't give 
you a clean job, or anything that is decent." 

Q. He thought they would, did he not ! — A. Well, I suppose he did. 
He thought by doing that that he would have his job prolonged. 

Q. You knew what kind of a concern Whitley's was before that ?-r- 
A. I did not. I simply did what they told me when I was in the De- 
partment as detective. 

Q. Yon do not have a very high opinion of them ? — A. Well, I could 
not form any opinion much of them either way, because they did not 
let me into the secrets of their business. 

Q. But you told him they would not give you any job ? — A. He told 
me what he had done for them. I could see then that the work was not 
what I would like to do. I told him he had a wife and family, and that 
was bad work. I think I would have got Hays to-day or to morrow, if 
1 hadn't got this dispatch to come on. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did you find out in New York, who Hays's lawyer was 1 — A. I did 
not hear anything about it. 

Q. Did not Mrs. Hays tell you anything about that f — A. No, sir. 

Q. When did Mrs. Hays say she had seen him last? — A. About a 
week ago. 

Q. What time, exactly ! — A. She did not mention the day. She first 
denied hearing from him. 

Q. Did you know Mrs. Hays before ? — A. Certainly I did. I knew 
her about the same time I knew him. 

Q. You are well acquainted with him If — A. I am. 

Q. Had you ever been to Hays's house before? — A. Many a time. 
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J. Has Mrs. Hays ever been at your house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

2. You are well acquaiuted, then! — A. Yes, sir. ' 

J. She knew you, and knew you as a friend of Hays ? — A. Yes, 
J. Did you tell her what you wanted of Hays? — A. Not when I ^ 
jre first. When I came back the second time I told her that I wai 
ke for his own interest. I told her that these fellows were tryin 
b the blame on him, and that if he came forward like a man and 
\ truth, that he would come out of it. 

J. Did you tell her anything further, what the truth was! — A. 
, for I believe she knows as much about that as 1 do. I have e^ 
Lson to believe that. 

J. What did she say when you told her that ! — A. She said for n 
ite a letter and she would send it to him. I did so. 
J. What did you say in that letter! — A. I simply stated, "Mic 
^ys, esq. : Dear friend: I have always been a friend of yours, and 
so. I would like to hear from you. I have something of importi 
i would like to hear from you. Let me hear from you. — George 
.^ 

j. Do you not believe he would have met you when he got the 
f — A. I was in hopes that he would come on. She told me last n 
it she expected him on. I gave her that letter last Saturday. 
J. This last Saturday ! — A. Yes, sir ; and at the same time that 
s to mail this letter, I wrote a letter to Whitehead, in Fall Ei ver, te 
a that I expected he would then get a note ; to look after i1 
nted Hays if I could get him in any way. 

By Mr. Stewaet : 

3. Do you think if we can get Hays he will tell us about this thiuj 
I think he will. He can't well back out of it. 

3. What is Whitehead's first name ! — A. John, I believe. 

^. When did you first get acquainted with Whitehead! — A. The 

y I went to Fall Eiver. That was the first time I ever saw hin 

^ed him his name, and he gave it to me. I asked him if he woul 

is for me, and he said he would. 

5. You wrote this letter and gave it to Mrs. Hays, and then 

ote to Whitehead. Now, when you were in Fall Eiver did yon 

t that Hayes was going to be there — did you get any information 

>uld lead you to believe that he would be there ! — A. No, I did 

mew he should be somewhere around there. I had an idea tha 

Bount of the clothes that I saw in the house not being taken a 

did not go to work for Whitley. 1 had an idea that he wei 
pleasure excursion to stow himself away, and I presumed that he w 

down in that neighborhood ; and that is why I went there. 

Q. Did Mrs. Hays tell you that she would send that lette 

lys !— A. She did. 

Q. You told her that you thought it would be for Hays's good to 

I ! — A. Yes, sir ; certainly. 

Q. Wh»t did she say ! — A. She was willing for him to come — an^ 

r him to come. 

Q. She thought that would be a good thing ! — A. Certainly. I 

[f he don't come now they will issue a warrant, and it will hang 

3 head for ten years." 

Q. Did you explain to her that if he came here and testified that thi 

IS put up by Harrington, and that ficom the very fact that Harrin 

IS a party to it, therefore he would not be guilty of any crime ! — 

d not explain anything in relation to it but if he would come on 

11 SB . 
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tell the truth there would be no blame attached to him. I did not say 
what the truth was. I have every reason to believe that she knew 
about that as much as I did. He generally gave her such points as 
that. I have known her about the same time I have known him. 

Q. Did Mrs. Hays tell you how much money Hays had got 1 — A. 
She did not, but she said all he had got was used up on the house, and 
that he had not got all that was promised. Before he went away he 
went to Nettleship's house. 

Q. Did you inquire of her anything about Hays's lawyer ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Did not make any inquiry ! — A. No, sir. I had nothing whatever 
to say about him. 

Q. Did you watch his house when you saw he had not taken those 
clothes and suspected that he did not go away ? — A. I spoke to one or 
two people around there and made inquiries. 

Q. Were you furnished lAoney to go away on this trip to Hays ? — 
A. I was. 

Q. Who furnished it ? — A. Young Mr. Alexander. Old Mr. Alexander 
saw Judge Wilson, and they first sent me a subpoena to serve. Well, I 
did not feel like throwing my money away on Hays or anybody else, 
and I came back here, and told them that I had no money to spend in 
that way. Well, they said money should come from somewhere, and 
Mr. Alexander, I believe, or his lawer, Christy, saw Judge Wilson, and 
afeked him if it would make any difference if they supplied me with 
money to go ; and it seems not, for they gave me money to go on. 

Q. That was given you by Mr. Christy, or Mr. Alexander I — A. By 
young Mr. Alexander. 

Q. Where did he give it to you ? Where were you ? — A. I was out- 
side of this room, in front 6f the Senate-chamber, near the reception- 
room for ladies. 

Q. Since you have been gone, have you seen anybody besides Hays's 
wife, who has seen Hays since the burglary ? — A. Yes, sir ; I have seen 
two. 

Q. Who f — A. I have seen this man Churchill, who told me where he 
lived. 

Q. Had Churchill seen Hays ? — A. Certainly, he said he was at his 
house about a week from the day 1 was there. Churchill said that he 
was at his house. I saw another man, and asked him, "When have you 
seen Mike Hays F He says, " Two or three days ago.^ 

Q. Who was that? — A. The man's name is Steve Eowen. 

Q. Where did you see him f — A. In a lager-beer place, underneath 
the Staats-Zeitung, that German paper, right opposite the city-hall, at 
Park Eow. 

Q. How happened you to ask Steve Rowen? — A. Because I knew he 
was well acquainted with him, and I wanted to get all the information 
I could. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. You know Steve Roweu yourself? — A. I have seen him on several 
occasions, but never made any words with him. He was drinking. I 
had a party down there. I was watching this place, thinking Hays 
might go in. His name was Kenny. 

Q. When have you last seen Steve ? — A. I have not seen him since 
then. 

Q. When had you, before that, last seen him ?— A. I don't remember 
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to have seen liim for some time, as I have been in Baltimore and he 
has been in ^ew York. 

Q. Were you and Steve and Hays ever associated together t Did 
you ever see Steve and Hays together ! — A. I did, 

Q. Who is this man Kenny ? — A. He is a man they had employed in 
the revenue service. I don't know much about him. He follows the 
calling of a detective — in what branch of the business I do not know. 

Q. How did you come across him ? — A. I met him going down Broad- 
way. 

Q. What did you tell him If — A. I asked him where he was going. 
He says, " Kowhere in particular," and I says, '' Come up and take a 
drink." I took him in this place for the purpose of sitting down. He 
commenced to tell me of the Sanborn case, and a young man named 
Beach, and while we were speaking, I saw Rowen come to the cigar- 
stand and get a light, and I asked him when he saw Mike Hays. He- 
said, ^' Two or three days ago, I think." So when I came back, Kenny 
heard it. Says I, " That is very strange ; this fellow I want to do a 
good turn — he must be frightened." 

Q. You did not ask Eowen anything else! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Not where he saw Hays? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did Hays ever tell you, in connection with this thing, where 
they were going to get their tools to open this safe? — A. No, sir; he 
never mentioned anything about it. He simply said that he was going 
to a man. 

Q. How long did you stay in Fall River t What time in the day did 
you get in there ?^-^A, In the morning, about 5 o'clock. I was out 
all night on the boat. 

Q. What time did you leave there ? — A. I think about 4 o'clock in the 
evening. 

Q. Did you go to any hotel there f — A. I did. 

Q. And register? — A. I did. 

Q. What name did you register by ? — A. James Moore, I think ; I 
had breakfast and dinner in this hoteL 

Q. What hotel ; do you recollect! — A. I believe I have his card f I am 
not positive. It is next door to Court Lane down from the station-house. 
It was the only one I noticed there. 

Q. You went over on one of those Sound steamers ? — A, Yes, sir ; I 
went down on the Providence. 

Q. How large a place is Fall Eiver ? — A. There are 30,000 inhabitants 
thw^e. [After referring to a card,] Wilber's Hotel is the placQi 

By Mr. Stewaet : 
Q. You were pretty frequently with Hays, had been on pretty good 
terms with him, and his wife ! — A. Certainly. Well, I will tell you 
what I thought. I had an idea that Hays was frightened when he went 
at this job. The man wanted money, and he was afraid that these fel- 
lows would put him in a hole, and he wanted to turn state's-evidence first, 
and that was the way that he was doing it. He wanted some witness, 
he told me, in case that they would peach him. He told me that he 
had done dirty jobs for Nettleship before, sending a man up for four years, 
who is in the penitentiary charged with having forged papers in his 
possession. This man was a witness against Harry Cole in some case. 
I don't know what the nature of it was, but they wanted to get 
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the man out of the way to save Harry Cole, and Nettleship gave Hays 
about seven hundred dollars for doing that job. 

Q. Then you were real friendly with him ? — A. O, yes. 

Q. And he was talking to you all this time as a friend ? — A. Cer- 
tainly ; well, I should think it was nothing else. 

Q. Putting a good deal of confidence in you ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was his object, do you say? — A. That he was frightened by 
these fellows, that they would leave him in the lurch, and he wanted 
somebody to assist him in case it came to the worst. The man was 
poor and he wanted money, and they would give him this, and then he 
wanted some one to stand by him, in case they went back on him. 

By the Chairman : ♦ 

Q. He got you to do that ? — A. He got me as much as anybody else. 

Q. Did he tell you he was afraid they would "squeeze" him ? — A. No, 
he did not mention that. That is what I judged myself. 

Q. What good would it do to tell you about that? — A. Well, it would 
be a good deal of good, because I consider that he turned staters-evi- 
dence first ; if he had not told me I could not tell you. If he kept every- 
thing in his craw, you would not know about it. In case it came to 
the worst I should step forward and say that Hays gave it all to me be- 
forehand ; that is what I judge. 

Q. So that you could come up and swear for him afterward ? — A. Yes, 
sir; it may be that that is it; I surmised that. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. So that in case he got pinched, you could swear that he told you 
all about it, which would corroborate his story that he would then tell f — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He had confidence in ^out He did not think you would ever tell 
and injure him f — A. No, sir ; and I would not want to injure him any- 
how, but I wanted to stop this arrangement. I have nothing against 
Hays personally. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You wanted to stop it! — A. I wanted to stop- the carryings on of 
that department, the way they are working. When he told me about 
sending men up for four years, and those other little capers — ^it isn't safe 
for a man to travel around while they have that style of doing business. 

Q. You did not want to stop the burglary f — A. (>, 1 did not care a 
cent and a half about the burglary. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Bid you tell him that you would lend him a hand to get him out 
after he got through ? — A. O, no, sir. 

Q. That was understood ? — A. No, it was not understood. There was 
no understanding between us. 

Q. But you thought that he had that kind of confidence in you ? — A. 
I had that idea myself; I may be wrong and I may be right. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. I should think that if Hays was a sharp fellow, and his Mends were 
rather looking out for him, they would not have let him go around 
to do a business of this kind, without he got his pay down t— A. He got 
some, and I suppose they intend to give him the balance when every- 
thing is blown over. I do not know what he got or what he did not. The 
easiest way is to have him here. 

Q. He must have been negotiating with pretty reliable parties, to be 
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billing to do an act of that kind — parties who mnst have had the 
m hand somehow. Is not that the way that sort of business is d< 
i. I don't know; I never had anything to do with it. I will catch j 
)ut I will not help him. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Did you caution him that he had better get his money ani 
>ut for these fellows? — A. I believe I told him to make as much 
:ould, or something to that effect; I only knew of one man that ] 
Q connection with, and that was Nettleship. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did Downs or you suppose that the Treasury Department 
>e liable to offer a reward for his capture or detection in case tl 
VQS blown open ? — A. I formed no idea whatever in regard to th 

Q. Who was this officer that you took him to in Baltimore ! — A 
ier. 

By Mr. Stewart: 

Q. You did not care anything about the blowing up of the safe ' 
ranted to find out how this secret service and Whitley and his 
vere working? — A. That is the whole amount of it. I did not < 
hey took the safe away on their back ; I have no interest at all w 
afe or its contents. 

Q. You were an entirely impartial looker-on, so far as that w£ 
lerned, but wanted to see how thiji thing was working f^A. I \ 
o show the gentlemen up that planned the job ; that was all. 

Q. Was not that the reason why you did not tell Alexander f 
Lidn't know anything about Alexander until after it was done. I 
he name, but 1 did not believe that he told me the truth, and I ^ 
5ommunication with Mr. Madge before it was done and afterwai 

asked him if he objected to my seeing Alexander, and he said 
lo as you please ; '' and I then went straight to Alexander. 

Q. Why did you say that to Mr. Madge? — A. I gave the infori 
irst to Mr. Madge, and he was going to work it up. 

Q. Were you going to let it go on that way if it was in the Tr 
department, to watch it ? — A. I told him to watch it. 

Q. He was not going to try«to prevent it, but to catch them 
ict ? — A. I believe that was the idea. 

Q. That was Madge's idea, and your idea with him ; it wouk 
stopped the game. — A. I wanted to see what it was about. 

Q. That is the way they would have managed in the Treasu 
>artment if they had gone there. That would have spoiled your i 
)f it if you had done anything that would have scared them off 
hey got to work ? — A. Well, I do not know who was who in the 
ion, you know. It was mighty hard to tell, the way things we 
iring, who was the party. Of course he told me so; and finall; 
Sunday morning, I did not believe him. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Still you had some faith in him, because you did come over hi 
L I knew perfectly well that he was not seat from Kew Yoi 
lothing. 

Q. Did Whitley send a man in pursuance of your telegram, wh 
telegraphed to him for assistance to catch these counterfeiters 
'ailroad f — A. I never got an answer. This man Perry sent it of 
i^rote it from my dictation, and that is the last I heard of it. WJ 
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came on I thought probably that he was sent on that account. It was 
sometime after. 

Q. Bid you ask him when you met him if he was sent for that pur- 
pose? — A. He did not know what he was sent for. 

Q. Bid you ask him if he was sent to you f — A. I do not remember 
as I did. He told me what occurred over there when this man Dart 
went to him to his place. 

Q. Bo you know Mr. Clarvoe here f — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him! — A. I was introduced to him 
since I have been a detective on the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad. 

Q. He is a detective here, is he not f — ^A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you been a detective on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Eailroad! — A. About 12 months. 

Q. Bo you know Mr. Eichards here ! — A. I never spoke to him. I 
have seen him.« He was pointed out at a distance. I do not know that 
I would know him on the street. I believe he is the chief of police. 

Q. Have you seen Mr. Clarvoe since this thing occurred ! — A. I have, 
sir ; I received a dispatch to come over before the committee. It came 
to my house on Sunday, and Mr. Clarvoe came there on the same Sun- 
day. It was a telegraphic dispatch, I received from Eobert Christy, to 
come over here and come before the committee. 

Q. That was on Sunday ! — A. Yes, sir ; and Clarvoe was there the 
same Sunday. 

Q. What did he come there for ! — A. He wanted to see me very par- 
ticularly. My wife told me so when I came home. I came over to 
Washington on Sunday night, and brought this Mr. Borsey with me, 
and I went to Clarvoe's house, between 11 and 12 o'clock. His lady 
said that he was not in yet. I then went to bed. The next morning 
I went down. He was up-stairs, and came down, and he called me from 
Borsey into a room something like a kitchen off from his sitting-room,, 
and he commenced to talk, and I brought him to the point. I said, " Come 
on to business ; there is no use beating the bush.'' "Well," he said, "it 
is about this burglary, and I want to get at the bottom of it." He said, 
" What does Hays know about this ! " I said, " You send for Hays and 
he will tell you." He said, " If you will assist, you will be well paid." 
I said, "I have pledged my honor not to speak of certain parties: and 
it is always my plan to keep my promise" He said, " I have heard that 
of you," and he said, " I would like to see you again," Then I came— I 
do not remember exactly the date ; but I saw some of the committee. I 
went that afternoon and told him the same thing, and I have not seen 
him since. 

Q. That was on Sunday ! — A. On Monday. 

Q. After the burglary ! — A. O, yes ; sometime after the burglary. 

Q. You told him that you promised on honor not to speak as to other 
parties!— »A. That was when I got the telegram to come before the 
committee. I think I saw these gentlemen and Judge Wilson. 

Q. Why could you not act with Clarvoe as well! — ^A. Simply because 
I don't believe in running with the hare and pulling with the hounds. 

Q. But did he not want flays! — A. Yes, and told me to go after him- 

Q. If he was willing to pay you for getting Hays, why would you not 
allow him to do so ! — A. I won't work with everybody. • 

Q. Why would you not work with him ! — A. For no reason whatever, 
more than that I came here and I told those parties in the commence- 
ment, and I meant to follow it out. 

Q. Told what parties! — A. Judge Wilson and the rest, the same as I 
am telling you. 
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Q. What ? — A. The same as I am telling you about Hays. I was no 
going to give him or anybody else any particulars outside of the com 
mittee. 

Q. You were not going to help find Hays unless you did it through the 
committee ! — A. Unless I did it through the committee. 

Q. That is, providing you could make some aftaugement with the 
committee to do it. Did you not tell Clarvoe if you could not make 
arrangements with the committee or with Mr. Christy, that you would 
then come and see him? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You did not ? — A. No, sir. I brought a man with me as a witness, 
and he called me from the man- I didn't want to have anything at all 
to do with these parties. 

Q. Why ! — A. It is a matter of taste. 

Q. But you must have some reason for it ? — A. No reason except that 
if there is any honor, I want to do it myself. I don't want to play 
second fiddle for any man. 

Q. Did he not want to employ you ? — A. He said I would be well 
paid. 

Q. Would you not have the honor of catching him as well in that 
way ? — A. No, sir ; I would not. 

Q. Why did you want to have a witness ? — A. Well, common rumor, 
what I heard people say, that they were all mixed up, and I didn't want 
to be talking alone. 

Q. Mixed up in what ! — A, In this concern. 

Q. Clarvoe f — A. I hear the whole lot were mixed up. I have heard 
every one speak about it. 

Q. When did you hear that ? — A. I heard several speak about it. I 
have seen it in the newspapers. 

Q. You did not want to have anything to do with them? — A. I didn't 
want to have anything to do with them. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Nettleship, during the three days, Thursday, Friday, and Satur- 
day, that you and Hays were here, must have known that you and Hays 
were together? — A. No, I don't know as he did ; I was only with Hays. 

Q. Well, but Nettleship knew that you were here as much as you 
knew that Nettleship was here ? — A. He saw me the first night that I 
got here. 

Q. Did he not see you with Hays? — A. No, sir; not that I know of 5 
I avoided that just as much as possible. 

Q. Were you at any time, when you saw Nettleship, or he saw you, in 
company with Hays ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You avoided that ? — A. I avoided that. 

Q. Intentionally ? — A. Yes, sir, certainly. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Still, you watched Hays and Nettleship ? — A. I did, sir ; at Hays's 
request, the night of the second interview. 

Q. Why did he want you to do that ? — A. Well, I could only guess ; I 
am sure I don't know. The words he made use of was, '' You pipe me;" 
that was for me to keep the run of him. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Why was that ? Can you not tell from the light of subsequent 
events ? — A. Well, I cannot form any idea. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. But you did pipe him ? — A. I did. 
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By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Now, he wanted you to pipe him so that you could unde^rstand 
what was going on. You were to keep watch of his transactions, so 
that, when the safe should be blown open, you would understand per- 
fectly well who did it; would he not be afraid that you would give him 
away then ? — A. No, no ; that is not the point. At the second inter- 
view he had with Nettleship, he told me to pipe him while he was mak- 
ing that interview. I don't know what his object was. Nettleship walked 
down to the theater. Hays walked past him. Nettleship was in com- 
pany with some man. I asked him who he thought it was. He said 
he thought it was some of the force in New York. They turned up 
14th street, and after that I didn't see them until Hays came up. Hays 
told me that he offered him some money, but he didn't take it then, 
thinking it might be only $25 or so ; and he says, in the morning he might 
give him more. The first interview with him I did not see; that was the 
second. This was between 3 and 4 o'clock in the afternoon. He then 
wanted me to pipe him ; he made use of that expression. 

Q. Are you perfectly sure that that time you piped him was not the 
day before the morning interview ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. You are perfectly certain it was after ?^A. I am. On the 7th 
Hays was here, and he did not know where Nettleship was, and left 
that note that he would see him at 9. 

Q. How did you know that he left the note 1 — A. He came down and 
told me. I went to the Owen House and staid on the sidewalk, and he 
went up stairs. He said he left a note, and couldn't get an envelope to 
put it in. 

Q. Why did you go with him to the Owen House ? — A. He wanted 
to find Nettleship, and he was not well acquainted around the place, 
and I walked up with him and looked. 

Q. Did he know Nettleship was there ? — A. He did not until I told 
him. 

Q. You knew Nettleship was there ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Why did you tell him to go to the Owen House ? — A. I knew they 
stopped there sometimes, if they were not at Willard's. It is the place 
to look for them. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Do you not see that if Hays was a very sharp fellow, and was 
going to do a job that would be liable to send him to prison, that he 
was getting you to pipe him and watch him, and the result of it would 
be that after he should do the job, you could give him away? Do you 
suppose that he would be liable to do that ? — A. Well, if he had not 
done that, I could not say what I am saying. 

Q. I want your reason, now, why you supposed that he wanted to be 
piped by you. — A. The only thing I can infer is, that he probably was 
frightened with the crowd j that he had been transacting business witb 
them before, and he wanted some one to befriend him in case Nettle- 
ship went back on him. That is the only thing I know of. I may be 
right and I may be wrong. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. He told you that he was to get $2,000 for this job ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him who wa^ to pay it to him? — A. I did not, but I 
judge that it came through the same hands that he said offered it on 
the second interview on the 14th. 

Q. You did not ask him the particulars about it ? — A. I did not, sir. 
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By Mr. BASS : I 

Q. How Idng before this 7th of April was it that you had been over l|| 

5re in Washington ? How recently before that? — ^A. I had been in 
''heeling, W. Ya., for some few days, and I had just got down on the 
h. 

Q. Have you had an interview within a few days before the 7th with 
ly parties here in Washington ; had you seen Clarvoe? — A. I had no 
terview with him. I might have seen him on the street, but I had no |i;i| 

terview with him ; but I had an interview with Whitley on the day 
at Senator Sumner died. I happened to go down to Willard's, and 
> and Banfield came in. Whitley spoke to me ; he asked me what 
was doing. He asked me if I couldn't pick up some Covey men. I | ; 

ked him what was the use of writing without he answered the letters, I • 

id he says, "I have been away for some time, and I will answer your j* ,' 

tters.'' I told him about these Govey men. It was a kind of a holi- \ ' ^ 

ly, so a few days afterward those fellows came on the road again, so 
thought I would give Whitley this job, and I went to the Treasury 
Bpartment and had this dispatch sent. I dictated it to Perry, and the 
>j sent it off. 

Q. After you had piped Hays, did Hays have anybody else pipe 
m besides you ! — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. After you piped him that first time at his request — that was on 
•iday, the 8th — after you had done that, he came back and told you 
K)ut not getting any money, and that night you and he went back to 
iltimore? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And came back here next morning? — A. I did not come back ; it 
IS raining next day in Baltimore, and I loaned him my umbrella. He 
IS to come back. He was going in the morning to get the moiey 
)m Nettleship, and he was to come back that night to my place, or to i 

3p on his way going to New York, but he didn't come near me until | 

iturday night, late 5 and then I went out with him to buy a shirt, and p 

en we went and saw Pontier. From Pontier's we went to Lloyd's, ;• 

d from Lloyd's place to my place. 

Q. Hays must have understood why it was that you went down to 
)n tier's place ? — A. No, sir ; he had no idea of it. He knows I was an 
icer in Bal timore, 

Q. Would he not suspect that you were giving him away ? — A. No, 
'5 he had no idea of it. I went in first, and told Pontier that 1 would 
ing a party in ; " You take his mug." 

Q You did not, of course, let Hays understand that ? — A. Certainly 
t, sir. 

Q. If Hays was to«do this job, and was a fellow of any sort of ability 
brains, and wanted to do it as a burglar would do it, why did he dis- 
use not only to you but to the other two men, Dorsey and Downs 1 — 
, I don't know ; you will have to ask them that. 
Q. Was he getting them to pipe him as he wanted you f — A. I don't 
low what the man's idea was. They could not pipe him, because they 
uld not leave there. 

Q. He gave them to understand that he was going to do something 
)re in Washington ? — A. Yes, sir ; he spoke about transactions that 
) had in the office about signing the vouchers, &c. 
Q. Dorsey and Downs were not men wljo were liable to be committing 
irglaries or anything of that kind ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. He nevertheless told them that he was going to perpetrate some- 
ling over here in Washington? — A. So they say; I have not heard 
lem. They will have to do that much talking themselves. 
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Q. Was not that so that he could make proof of that fact afterward ! 
— A. That is what I sarmised, that in case it came to the tv^orst that he 
would have proof that he turned state's evidence himself, if it can be 
brought in in that light. 

Q. Have you talked with Downs and Dorsey about it since? — ^A. I 
have talked several times about it. ' " 

Q. Since the safe was blown open? — A. Yes, sir; we have been on 
here. 

Q. Since the safe was blown open ? — A. Yes, sir ; I came on here 
with Dorsey the time Clnrvoe went over there when I got the dispatch, 
and Downs came on the following day. They were here all that day. 

Q. In that interview that you had with Clarvoe, did Clarvoe under- 
stand who it was that had committed the burglary; did he know that 
it was Hays? — ^A. Clarvoe came to find that out. So far as I can settle, 
Mr. Madge told me when this thing was committed that he went down 
there and he saw Harrington. 

Q. What day? — A. Well, I don't know whether the night of the 
burglary or the day after it was committed ; that they got telling him 
about it, and he gave them to understand that he knew the whole 
modtts operandi of it. Mr. Madge talked to Clarvoe and made use of 
my name: so Madge told me ; that is how Clarvoe got hold of it. 

Q. Did Clarvoe understand, when he had the first interview with yon, 
that Hays was a man who had been in this matter ? — ^A. I dare say he 
had. He must have had it from Madge, because I gave it all to Madge. 
I gave Madge everything I knew. 

Q. When did you give it to Madge ? — A. I gave it to Madge about the 
20th, I think, or something near about there ; I mentioned the time be- 
fore here. 

Q. Was it after the burglary ? — A. I gave it first before the burg- 
lary, and they were watching the Treasury Department. 

Q. I mean about the Harrington burglary. — A. It was a Government 
safe, and Madge came down there and he talked the matter over to 
Harrington. I think it would be a good idea for you to send for Mn 
Madge, and ask him what conversation he had with Mr. Harrington. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Nettleship knows Harrington? — A. I 
do not know. Madge will tell you that if you ask him. I know this 
much, that Madge told me that Harrington acknowledged to him (Madge) 
that Hays was either into this or was to be into it, but that Nettleship 
was not; that Nettleship was doing business that Harrington knew all 
about while he was on here. That is what Madge told me. You might 
just as well see him, and let him tell what he knows about it. 

Q. After the burglary, but before you started for New York the other 
day, did you have any word or hear anything from or about Hays, as 
to his whereabouts, or where you would be able to find him ? — A. No, 
sir; I had no idea where he was ; I had an idea that himself and his 
wife and family left New York. 

My first lay-out was to go to the school where his children went to 
school and inquire of the teacher where they were going. That was my first 
mode; but I learned through this man Churchill that his wife had left 
there, and then I did not take the trouble to go to the school. I had 
no idea where to look for him, nor on oath I can't swear where he is 
now. 

Q. What made you think that if Hays had been committing the 
offense here you could get him to come back here voluntarily ? — A. I 
am satisfied that I could, by talking in the right way, for him to come 
back and give those fellows away and save himself. 
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Q. That was the easiest way out of the scrape?^— A. That is my im- 
pression of it. 

Q. And you thought that by impressing that view on him that he 
would do it ? — A. I think he would. 

Q. Did Hays give you to understand at any time how much of this 
plan he would communicate to the burglar he proposed to pick up in 
New York If — A. Ko, sh* ; he did not. 

Q. You say you never knew Harrington ? — A. J^ever until he was 
pointed out in this room. I may have seen him in Washington, but I 
did not know him. 

Q. Did you know Williams, a lawyer here *? — ^A. I do not know as I do. 
I was in this court down here one time, and they were trying a nigger^ 
wench for cutting a nigger, and whoever was in there pleading to the' 
court, that is all I saw. I don't know who was in. I never pass much 
remarks. I simply paid more heed to the trial for the little while I sat 
there. 

Q. Did Hays at any time give you to understand that he had had an 
interview with an old man named Demaine — an old surveyor ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. And that he could make a stake out of him perhaps ? — A. Kot 
that I remember, sir. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. His only intercourse was with Whitley's people ? — A. That was 
all. His head beadier was Nettleship — all that he did he got his orders 
from Nettleship, I believe. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. According to your statement you say he did not have an interview 
with !Nettleship on Thursday, which was the 7th ? — A. Tuesday was the 
7th. 

Q. Well, Tuesday. You say he did not have an interview with him 
on Tuesday or Wednesday that you knew anything about, except that 
he was going up Fourteenth street? — A. I told you that he wrote a note 
Tuesday night to meet him on Wednesday ; but I was not here. I only 
know what he told me. I knew his business after the first interview, 
and knew nothing about it until he had the first interview. After that 
he told me what %e did. 

Q. Did he tell you where he saw him ? — A. In the Owen House, and 
in his own room, and that Nettieship told him to go first, and says he, 
" How the devil could I come first ? How could I tell what room he 
stopped in !" He says Kettleship was so excited because he went in 
the house to him that he told him to get to the room as quick as he 
could. He says Nettleship nearly broke his neck falling, or something 
to that effect, he was in such a hurry. He was excited because Hays 
went in there. 

Q. Have you any idea that Nettleship had anything to do about the 
blowing up this safe ? — A. The only idea is that he furnished money for 
Hays, and told him the particulars. 

Q. Do you believe that he did ? — A. Why, certainly I do. I believe 
that he got his orders from Nettleship. What was Kettleship doing 
here till the Thursday before the sate was blown open ? 

Q. That would probably be easy enough to explain. It is a place 
where he very naturally would be doing business in Washington. — A. 
Nobody could see him on the sidewalk. He was etowed away in his 
room all the time. 
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Q. How do you know be was f — A. I passed several times before tbat 
safe was blown open, and I could not see anything of him. 
Q. Passed where f — A. Passed around the Owen House. 
Q. When? — A. After the time that he and Hays had this interviev?^. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. You were watching him ? — A. Certainly ; I kept an eye to business. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. What day! — A. I could not mention the day; bat any day that I 
was over here I looked around to see if I could see him. I could not 
see him ou the sidewalk, and a detective's room is not the place to 
transact business, 

Q. You looked for him about the Owen House ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you go to the Treasury Department to look after him 1 — A. 
No, sir. J 

Q. Then you think that that was a suspicious circumstance from the 
fact that Nettleship was here in Washington ? — A. I do not see what 
he was doing here. 

Q. Was it not just about as suspicious a circumstance against you 
that you were here ? — A. My business is here. 

Q. Did Hays at any time tell you what kind of papers would be val-, 
uable or were wanted ? — A. No, sir, he did not. 

Q. Did he ever say anything about John O. Evans's books? — A. No, 
sir ; I do not remember his saying anything of the kind. 

Q. Did you ever hear anything about John O. Evans? — A. I never 
remember of hearing his name mentioned. ' 

Q. Do you know John O. Evans? — A. I do not. ' 

Q. Does Hays know him ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Did you ever hear him speak of him ? — A. No. \ 

The committee here adjourned. 



Thursday, May 21, 1874—11 a. m. 

Evan L. Dorsey, having been sworn, testified as follows : 

By the Chairman : 

Question. State your residence. — Answer. I reside at 436 West Balti- 
more street, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Q. What is your business? — A. I am engaged in carrying on the 
paper-hanging business. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in that business? — A. I have 
been in the business a year the first day of April. 

Q. What was your business before that time? — A. A journeymaa 
paper-hanger. 

Q. Have you been in the detective service ? — A. I have not, sir. 

Q. In no way ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Carter ? — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him? — A. My acquaintance com- 
menced with Mr. George Carter some time during the winter. 

Q. Last winter ? — A. Last winter. 

Q. Do you know Michael Hays ? — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him ? — A. I met Mr. Hays in Nevr 
York, August, 1873, and was with him two days, on Sunday and on 
Monday. I think it was August 3d. 
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Q. Where did you meet him there f — A. I met him at his house. 

Q. Where is that ? — A. I am not certain of the name of the street, 
Dot being very well acquainted, but think it was Madison street. The 
name on the door was Churchill. 

Q. How did you happen to meet him ? — A. I was in company with 
Mr. Downs and went there for the purpose of purchasing goods. 

Q. And then went to his house to see him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. Downs was acquainted with him before? — A. Yes, sir; had 
him under him in the secret-service division. 

Q. When did you next see Mr. Hays ? — A. I next saw Mr. Hays on 
April 12, about 3 o'clock, at iriy house. 

Q. Three o'clock in the afternoon 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he come to your house ? — A. He came to my house. 

Q. With whom f— -A. By himself. 

Q. What was his business ? — A. It appeared to be nothing more thao 
a call to see me. 

Q. Was that on Sunday or Monday ? — A. That was on Sunday. 

Q. The 12th of April!— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did he stay? — A. He staid there, I judge, between 
one hour and two hours. 

Q. Did he tell you what he was doing? — A. We had some general 
Donversation, and, if you will allow it, I prefer stating it as I have it 
written here. 

Q. Do so } go on in your own way. 

I first met Hays in New York in August, 1873 ; was with him two days, on Sunday and 
Monday, the 3d ; never seen him till April the 12th, 1874, when he came to my house, 
ibont 3 o'clock, when he then told me he was at work on a j oh in Washington for J. 
D. Nettleship, and that he had not heen in the employ of the division since I seen him in 
^ew York, but that Whitley had sent for him to come to the office in Now York to see him, 
md that he (Hays) was at that time fitting up a house ; that he (Whitley) told him to come to 
Sfashington as Nettleship was there and wanted him, and that he done so ; that when he 
Irst made connection with him, Nettleship commenced to talk about himself, and that he 
[Net.) was now fixed all right, as he was certain of getting the position of keeper of the 
Uton penitentiary, but he (Hays) told him to talk business, which he then did, and that he 
[Nettle.) wanted to know if he wanted money ; he told him he would see him again, and that 
ivhen he (Nettleship) did give him money he wanted to only give him fifty dollars, when he 
[Hays) told him that that amount would not do, as Washington was a dear place, when he 
[Nettleship) arranged with him (Hays) so as he could get all he wanted. He then told 
ne he did not trust Nettleship ; also, that he had done some things for Nettleship, and 
l^ettleship had given him some little out of them. I asked him what it was. He stated that 
be had signed blank vouchers, and Nettleship had filled them up ; he (Hays) not being in 
lie employ of the division at the time, and that sometimes he (Nettleship) would give him 
|25, and as high as $75. 

He then proposed we should go up to Mr. Downs's house. I went with him ; on the way 
ip he told me that he had done a job while he was in the employ of the division by which 
to made $700. I asked him what it was ; he told me that he sent an innocent man to the 
lenitentiary, but that the man sent was not of much account, but it was done to save 
inother one who would have been sent there if he had not have sent him. We then went up 
D Mr. D.'s house ; spent some time there ; he also stated that he had enough, and would 
vith us, if we wished, assist in sending Nettleship to the penitentiary. He asked me if I 
cnew C. Exander. We then, after some conversation, left Mr. D.'s house, with the 
inderstanding that he would come to my house at 8 o'clock that night. He 
tame shortly after that time with Mr. George Carter. Mr. Downs was at my house, 
^e then went to a restaurant near by, where we sat till 11 o'clock; while there 
le reiterated all the above, and said that the job he was on must be accom- 
>li8hed. I then asked him if Whitley was in it; he stated yes. He told me 
hat it was papers that he was to steal, and that they would ^e pointed out to him by one in 
he office, and they had to be got if they cost life. He also stated that Nettleship would not 
lust him, as he made him return to him (Net.) all the notes he sent him, so^s he (Net.) 
tould destroy them, but that he did not do it ; that he made copies of them and returned the 
^pies and kept the original, and that (Net.) promised him a commission in the division, but 
hat he could not blind him, as he knew it was the last job he would ever do for Nettleship, 
ind he thought it was Net.*s last job. He told me that he was or had to see Mr. Alexander 
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the next day at nine o'clock. ^ He also asked if I knew Mr. Harrington. He said Net. iad 
a Dutchman at work on this job, but he had accomplished more in three days than the 
Dutchman had in three weeks ; that he did not like him, and he told Net. he would not work 
with him. Net. told him he was all right, but if he did not like him for him to get rid of him 
himself, which he (Hays) said I did. I asked him when he would get through. He told 
me if Net. had staid in W. he would have been able to have got home by the middle of 
the week, but he could not tell till he seen him, as he was brought to a stand-still ; then 
I asked how he covered his tracks up. He said : ^' I have not eaten or slept at the same 
place but once." -He stated he had sent money to his wife by money-order. He told me that 
ne seen Net. in consultation with a ganger by the, name of Whity. I asked what had he to 
do with it. He told me he was there for the purpose of fixing as a lady. He stated that at 
one meeting he was to meet Nettleship ; that he seen him in company with another person, 
and that he followed him till he went into a restaurant, when he went in after him and 
passed by them, and went into the water-closet, and Net. followed him and asked why he 
did not meet him at the appointed time. He told him that he was not alone. Net. told him 
that the other was all right, and that at that time he (Net.) gave him money. I told bim 
that I would show the thing up. He said, let me make all the money out of it I can. Give 
me a little more time and then I will give you all the help I can. Seen Net.'s name on 
Owen House book. 

That is the end of that inteview. 

B. 

On the next Wednesday I came to Washington ; called on Governor Swann, and he thought 
I had better go before the committee, of which he was a member — I, in conjunction with Mr. 
Downs and Carter ; I told them the above ; they appointed a subcommittee ; they then inko- 
duced us to Mr. Dawes and Foster ; they gave us a letter to the President. We called on 
him ; Mr. Dawes as spokesman. The President refused to attend to business at that hour; 
told us to call next day. We returned to Baltimore ; came to Washington, in company with 
Carter ; on May 11, went to Mr. Clarvoe's house ; did not find him n at 1 1 p. m. His wife sai4 
he had gone to Baltimore ; went to his house next morning ; Carter had a private interview. 
I was not in it. Carter told me after we left the house that Clarvoe said he wanted to get 
to the bottom of it, and any information that he would give him he would pay him for it. 
He also asked Carter what Hays knew about it. Carter told him to see Hays and ask him, 
and that he. Carter, could not tell him anything at that time, as he had to see another party 
first, but would see him again ; met Mr. Foster again that day ; met Mr. Alexander for the 
first time at his house. Went to Washington on tne 17th ; met McDevitt, who told me that 
he had reported the intended robbery to his chief ; got his report, and read it to me ; also, 
stated that he had asked him if he heard of any robbery of the kind to let him know, as he 
wanted to make the arrest, but was never told of it. 

At the time we were first here, on the 12th, I went to the Owen Housef 
and Mr. Nettleship's name was on the books. I then was here. I think 
it was — it was not on the 12th ; it was on the 15th I was here. Then I 
think it was a day or two afterward I went to the Owen House again. 
Mr. ilTettleship's name was not erased from the books, and was still there^ 
if I am not mistaken. Mr. Nettleship was talking in a room adjoining 
the passage; and when I looked in, there were two gentlemen there talk- 
ing, and from their voices, the gentleman behind the door, whom I 
judged to be Nettleship from his voice, pushed the door to. I went there 
for the purpose of seeing whether I could see Nettleship there withoul 
inquiring for him. 

Q. That is the first time you came here ?— A. That wa« the second 
time. I came down here one night to see Governor Swann. Not know- 
ing Governor Swann, except as a workingman, having papered his house, 
I thought it was advisable to have as good a standing in this as possi- 
ble, and on the day after coming here, the first time, I went to a gentle- 
man here in Baltimore, and asked him to give me a general letter, which 
he did, and which I afterward brought here and showed to Governor 
Swann, so that I would have some standing in the matter. 

Q. Will you read that letter ? 

Baltimore^ IQth Afril, 
The bearer of this, Mr. E. L. Dorsey, has been known to me for several years as a respon- 
sible and reliable citizen of this place. As such I take pleasure in commending him to all 
it may concern. 

B. M. BRICE, 

Vnited States Armf/' 
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Q. Did you bring that with you the night you came to see Governor 
Swann'? — A. Yes, sir. I did not see Governor Swann until the next 
morning. 

Q. The next morning you came to the committee-room ? — A. No, sir. 
I just came for the purpose of setting myself right, being here prior, 
and I thought I had better go back to Governor Swann, and set myself 
right with him, because he only had known me as a workingman, paper- 
ing two or three houses for him, and did not know my standing morally 
at all. .' 

Q. Did you see General Brice and ask him for that letter ? — A. Yes, 
sir ; I saw him on the day of the letter, the 16th. I asked him for a 
general letter. 

Q. How long had you known General Brice ? — A. I had knowji Gen- 
eral Brice for about live years. He boarded at Barnum's Hotel, and I 
do the work there of the house. The proprietor of it is a relation of 
mine. I was introduced to the general through him, and have met him 
socially several times ; frequently. 

Q. Have you any partner in business ? — A. Mr. Downs is my partner. 

Q. What is your business — ^retail H — A. A retail business. 

Q. Eetail paper-hanging 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you keep a store open ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any employes in the store ? — A. Yes ; a man of our 
trade. We pick them up as we want them. They work price-work, 
and we drop them as we do not want them. 1 have a brother-in-law 
with me who stands in the store and takes care of it in my absence. 

Q. Is he a paper-hanger? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He simply tends to the store ? — A. Yes, sir ; he simply tends to 
the store. 

Q. Where is your store ? — A. 436 West Baltimore street. 

Q. Your store and residence are together ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Eesidence is above the store ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you keep goods and stocks of paper-hanging for sale ! — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You furnish other paper-hangers ? — A. Journeymen come and buy 
when they want them, small articles to paper a room, here and there, 
as they get a little job } but not as a general wholesale deajer would 
seU. 

Q. Where did Hays go that Sunday night ? — A. He went with Mr. 
Carter ; left with him and went home with him. 

Q. Where did you have this interview at 8 o'clock ? — A. First at mj 
house, and then, that is, the next morning, on Baltimore street, at a 
restaurant by the name of Zimmers. 

Q. You met at your house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Downs come with them ? — A. ]^o, sir ; Downs came to my 
house to meet him, and Mr. Carter was not known to him. We did not 
know that he was coming until he came. 

Q. The meeting was arranged between you and Hays and Downs! — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the object of that meeting; that is, what were you to 
talk over ? — ^A. Well, sir, it seemed to me from Mr. Hays's talk that he 
wished to get rid or what he had on his mind, and my idea was that it 
was twofold. One was in case he was captured, or, as he said, he did 
not trust Mr. Nettleship. If Mr. Nettleship, in the parlance of detect- 
ives, " went back on him," that he would have some one to fall back on 
to prove that he was doing this only for the money in it, and would come 
out afterward, and expose it. Another object was, that I thought his 
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conscience troubled liim a little about sending one man to the peniten- 
tiary, and he did not like to send another. At the same time I did, I will 
admit, get out of him all I could. When I found there was villainy on 
foot, I was determined to unearth it, and I tried to get at the bottom of 
it, and get out of Mr. Hays all he would tell, my telling him at the 
same time that I did not blame him for getting all the money out of 
him that he could, and that if I could protect him, I woald do so. 

Q. You promised him that. Was this meeting arranged by Hays 
then ! Was it at Hays's request that you had this meeting at 8 o'clock ! 
— A. I said casually, " When will I see you again f and says I, " sup- 
pose you come up to the house; come down about half past 7." He says 
'^ No ; I have got to go some distance ; I cannot be there much before 
8 ; if I am a little late, do not be alarmed ; I will be there.'^ He did not 
state where he was to go, or to whose house he was to go. 

Q. Who suggested the meeting? — A. I suggested the meeting at 8. 

Q. But you suggested that they would come to your house?— A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Downs agreed to that ! — A. Downs came down to my house and 
waited from half past seven or seven, somewhere after tea, and waited 
until Carter came with Mr. Hays. 

Q. Did you talk with Downs about the matter before Hays came! — 
A. I told him all that he had told me at my house, and all he told me 
on the road up to Mr. Downs's house. 

Q. What did Downs say to that f — A. Downs seemed to think that it 
was a big piece of rascality, and that we had better get at the bottom 
of it, and get all out of him that we could. 

Q. So you were together when he came to do that f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say he showed you a photograph ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he give it to you ? — ^A. No, sir ; he took it out of his pocket 
and asked me whether I knew it. He was a gentleman, looking to be 
forty-five years old, with a grayish mustache, and his hair looked gray- 
ish. The mustache was rather thicker at the ends than mine, but as 
heavy, fully, as mine. 

Q. And you told him you did not recognize it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him who it was 1 — A. I did not. 

Q. What seemed to be his object in showing you the photograph! — 
A. To see whether I recognized the fellow, I judge. 

Q. He took it out of his pocket? — A. Yes, sir; and he showed it to 
me, and I showed it also to Mr. Downs. 

Q. He asked you if you knew Columbus Alexander ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you tell him ? — A. 1 told him I did not. At the same time 
he asked Mr. Downs, and Mr. Downs thought it was in relation to Major 
Alexander of Alexander's battery from Maryland, during the war; and 
he told him " Yes, he knew him." 

Q. And then what did he say ? — A. Then I asked him the question 
" What do you want to know Alexander for ? " " Well," said he, ^* I have 
got to meet him to-morrow at 9 o'clock." 

Q. Where ? — A. In Washington. 

Q. Did you ask him what for ? — A. No, sir. I might have asked him^ 
I do not know. It may have slipped my memory, if I did. 

Q. Did Downs ask him what for ? — A. That I do not know ; that por- 
tion slipped my memory. 

Q. Did Mr. Downs discover that this Alexander was not the Major 
Alexander whom he knew ? — A. We discovered that we did not know 
this Mr. Alexander, neither I nor Mr. Downs. Immediately after the 
safe-robbery I discovered that there was no connection at all. 
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Q. I meau m this conversation? — A. Xo, sir j we did not discover at 
all that he was not the one. 

Q. Downs thought all the time that it was Major Alexander ? — A. 
That the man he inquired of was Major Alexander. He knew that he 
had been here in business, in some kind of an exchange of&ce. We 
heard that he had been here in some kind of an exchange office, and we 
thought probably it was he that he was inquiring for. 

Q. Did you, when you separated that night, have any arrangement 
for any further conferences ! — A. Said I to Mr. Hays, " Are you coming 
up! Why not come up here and stay a night; you will cover your 
tracks better.'' I wanted to keep sight of him as much as I could. 
*^ Well," said he, <' no ; I have got to be in Washington to-night ; but 
I will go to a private boarding house in Georgetown, 1 think, and take 
a room." 

Q. Did he say where ? —A. He did not say what portion of Gewge- 
town. He said he would go to a private boarding-house and take a 
room, in Georgetown. 

Q. Did you ask him to come and see you again, after he got through 
with his job? — A. Yes, sir; I asked him to come and see me again. 
He did call at the store again — I was out. 

Q. When was that? — A. He called at the store; I think it was the 
next Tuesday. 

Q. Did Mr. Downs see him ? — A. Mr. Downs saw him. I did not. 

Q. Where was he going then ; did Mr. Downs tell you ? — A. He was 
going then to bring on a burglar to " blow " the safe. 

Q. Did he tell Mr. Downs then any more in detail what was going on t 
—A. He told him he was going to New York to get a burglar to " blow^ 
the safe ; to p^y the burglar a thousand dollars for the job ; that he was 
to be a man out of the penitentiary, who could not be put upon the stand 
against him. 

Q. Did he say what safe? — A. No, sir; not to me. 

Q. I mean to Downs ? — A. Not that Mr. Downs told me. 

Q. Did he then go into any more detail, as to at whose instance he 
was to do this, to Mr. Downs ? — A. No more, that I know of. Mr. Downs 
has not told me. If he has, it has slipped my memory. 

Q. Did Mr. Downs mention this to you immediately upon your return 
to the store ? — ^A. As soon as we returned to the store he mentioned 
that he had been there, and that he had gone off on this business, and that 
he had told him he was coming down the next day to stop him ; to stop 
his job. 

Q. That is. Downs told you ? — A. Yes ; and that Hays begged him 
to wait until after Thursday. Downs said he told him, " I am going 
down to Washington to have Nettleship arrested.'' He said, " Wait 
until after Thursday, until I get back." 

Q. That is. Hays said? — A. Yes, sir; he said, "Wait until after Thurs- 
day, until I get back." 

Q. And w hat did Downs say to that ? — A. Downs said, " No ; we 
are going to-morrow." 

Q. When did you see Carter ? — A. On that night. Mr. Carter and I 
met again on Wednesday night. 

Q. You did not see Carter Tuesday? — A. No, sir ; I do not know, 
sir. I am not certain about whether I saw Carter Tuesday or Thurs- 
day; but the arrangement was to have gone down on Tuesday or 
Wednesday. We saw Carter Tuesday night. He came up Wednesday. 
I am not certain whether I saw Carter Monday or Tuesday. 

Q. But you saw him after Hays had been at your store f — A. Yes, sir. 
12 s B 
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V 

Mr. Carter and myself then came here to Washington on Tuesday night, 
and we reached the town and looked over the register in — I forget the 
name of the house, just above the depot. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. The Metropolitan ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. The Tremont ! — A. Yes, sir ; and there we found Mr. Hays's name 
on the book. I mistook the date. I was in a hurry. It was about 1 
o'clock in the morning. I did not like to be running in and out of 
houses. I glanced at it. There was no clerk in the oflSce, and I did not 
like to be looking over people's books and no clerks there, and I mis- 
took it, and thought it was that night. It was the last one on the page. I 
went out, and the next morning I telegraphed to Downs, who was to 
come down in the morning, that Hays was there. I telegraphed word 
" Pat is here," and I did not know any better until I went to the register 
and looked at it the next day. 

Q. Had 3'ou previously arranged with Downs sq he would know what 
" Pat" meant ? — A. Pat is his name. 

Q. I thought it was Mike? — A. O, I made a mistake. I said "Mike" 
instead of "Pat." 

Q. Downs was to come down in the morning ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, That is, when you and Carter left that night, you had arranged that 
Downs should follow in the morning ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you go to this Tremont House register for ! — A. Carter 
says to me when we got in Washington, " I will show you where Hays 
has been. I have been following him around Washington, and know 
all his ins and outs." He said " Come over here and I will show you." 
We went to the house the first thing very near after getting in. 

Q. In any of those conversations was Mr. Harrington'^s name men- 
tioned If — A. Mr. Harrington's name was mentioned once by Mr. Hays, 
when he asked ine whether I knew him. 

Q. Whether you knew Mr. Harrington ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that ? — A. That was the first day of the interview. 

Q. On the Sunday?— A. On the Sunday. 

Q. Wliat did you say to that? — A. I told him no, that I was not ac- 
quainted in Washington, with the exception of one or two families. 

Q. Did you ask him why he wanted to know that ? — A. I do not think 
I did. 

Q. Did he give you any reason for asking the question ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He simply asked you who he was ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Simply if you knew Harrington ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you who Harrington was ? — A. I do not think he did. 

Q. You did not know who Harrington was? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You had no knowledge of him ? — A. No knowledge of him at all, 
sir. 

Q. In this interview with the committee, or subcommittee, you met 
Mr. Dawes and Mr. Foster ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You sought that interwiew? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For what purpose ? — A. Well, sir, when I came here it was a mat- 
ter that I could not see the bottom of, and I stumbled along blindly 
in it. 

Q. Who suggested that you should see Mr. Dawes and Mr. Foster ? — 
A. I first went to Governor Swann. He thought it might appertain to 
his department, and thought I had better see his committee. His com- 
mittee then appointed a subcommittee, of which Governor Swann was 
a member. They interviewed us, and then they went and found Mr. 
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Dawes. Mr. Dawes was busy, but returned in a while'; talked with us 
a little while ; excused himself, and got Mr. Foster, as he was busy, and 
left Mr. Foster with us. Then we came that evening, Mr. Foster said, 
•' Come back about four o'clock." We returned to the Capitol about 
four o'clock, and then they gave us a letter to the President. 

Q. Who suggested that jou should see Mr. Swann? — A. Myself, sir; 
as I tad a slight acquaintance with him, and he was my representative 
from my district. 

Q. Was that suggested before you left Baltimore! — A. Yes; I sug- 
gested one point ; that we should go to see Mr. Swann. 

Q. Who did you suggest that to? — A. To Mr. Carter and to Mr. 
Downs, both. 

Q. Before you and Mr. Carter came to Washington that Tuesday 
evening, you had a consultation with Mr. Downs ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You three together ? — ^A. Yes, sir ; we three together. 

Q. You then agreed that you would see Governer Swann, if you could, 
that night ? — A. No, sir ; we would see him the next morning". 

Q. What were you to say to Governor Swann ? — A. My idea was 
to just tell him the unvarnished tale, as we got it from Mr. Hays. 

Q. The whole of it ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was that the agreement between. you? — A. That was the agree- 
ment, and we thought that Mr. Swann could put us in the way in which 
we could unearth it. 

Q. Did Mr. Carter also agree to that ? — A. Yes, sir ; we went first to 
Mr. Swann's house and he was not at home. He was at the Capitol. 

Q. When you saw Mr. Swann, who made this statement to him? — A. 
I did. I made the first statement to him, sir — a very short statement, 
for he had only a few moments. It was at the door of the committee- 
room, and I did not like to talk much outside — did not at that time ; 
and then we went inside of the committee-room. I sent my card in to 
Mr. Swann, and he came out. 

Q. Then who did the talking after you got inside of the committee - 
room ? — A. I think Mr. Downs did most of the talking. I spoke a few 
words, and referred them to Mr. Doiyns as spokesman. 

Q. What did Mr. Carter say ? — A. He said very little. 

Q. He told, though, what he knew about it; you all explained ? — A. 
Well, I do not think Mr. Carter, in the committee-room, told much. It 
was very little, I think, that he told in the committee-room. 

Q. In your interview with Mr. Dawes, did you all speak ?— -A. We all 
spoke, sir. 

Q. Bach one of you told what he knew ? — A. Each one told what he 
knew with the exception of Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter did not tell me 
until after the safe was blown that he knew it was Mr. Harrington's 
safe that was to be blown, nor did he tell anybody that in my hearing. 

Q. Did you tell any of those gentlemen in your interview with them 
that Hays asked you if you knew Alexander ? — A. I think I must have 
done it. I do not know how I could have missed it. 

Q. Well, did you ? — A. I could not swear positively whether I did or 
did not. It has been several weeks ago, and a little matter like that 
might slip my memory. 

Q. Did you tell any of them that Mr. Hays asked you if you knew 
Mr. Harrington ? — A. I should have to give you the same answer as I 
did to the other matter. 

Q. You think you did? — A. I think I did, to the best of my knowl- 
edge. 

Q. Did they ask you any questions in return about Mr. Harrington 



Digitized by 



Google 



180 ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

and Mr. Alexauder, when you told tliem that! — A. No, sirj if I told 
them they did not ask me any question about it. 

Q. When did you make up this memorandum ? — A. I made it partly 
from a pocket-memorandum that I have in my pocket, and the balance 
of it from my mind last night. 

Q. When did you see Mr. Carter last ? — A. I saw ^Ir. Carter about 
11 o'clock or half past 11 yesterday. 

Q. You did not see him the night before last ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Bid he come to see you night before last ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When did you see him ? — A. He came to where I was working- 
three squares from my store. 

Q. What conversation did you have with him ? — A. He rang the bell. 
I went to the door. Says I, '' Halloo, come in." He came in. Says I, 
<< Have a seat. When did you get back ? I see they have had you before 
the committee. Give you a pretty good turn at it. F " Yes,'' said he, 
" the committee is a curious set." Says I, '' When did you get word to 
come back I" He says, " I got a telegraphic dispatch Monday. If they 
had let me stay two days longer I could have got Mr. Hays." He sat 
then a few minutes, and some other conversation might have passed. Did 
not amount to any thing. 1 do not remember what it was. He then handed 
me a card that 1 had given to Judge Wilson. Says I, " Yes ; I gave 
that to Judge Wilson on Sunday. What did it mean ? They want you 
and Downs ; want you to-day as soon as they can get you." Says I, " It 
is too late to-day." " Well," says I, " 1 could not come over last night ; 
I was tired." I says, '^ Can't you take this up to Mr. Downs, where he 
is working at f ' He says, '' ^No. I have spent as much time in this 
thing as I can. I must attend to my own business now:" that there 
had been too much give away in this thing. Says I, ^' Has Mr. Mc- 
Devitt been on the stand yet f " No ; what does McDevitt know !" 
He seemed to be quite cross from some cause or another. I do not know 
what. Says I, '* He knows a good deal. I know he made a report of 
this thing to Chief Clarvoe, before it occurred, and showed me his writ- 
ten report." He says, " Yes, you have been giving everything away. 
It has been giving away all around. One was not to do anything with- 
out all three knew it." 

Q. He said that ? — A. Yes, sir. I did not make him any answer that 
I know of, and he sat down a few minutes, and says : " Well, I must be 
going," and got up and left. That is the last I have seen of him. I 
had not seen him prior to that time since we had been in Washington 
together. 

Q. He told you that he had staid over night here, night before 
last ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Well he said he could not come down ; that he was too tired ?— A. 
That he could not come to see me night before last ; that he was too 
tired. 

Q. Do you know whether he went to Baltimore the night before 
last I— A. "iNo, sir ; I do not. 

Q. You made up that statement last night? — A. Yes, sir, from a 
pocket memorandum that I had, and from my head. 

Q. Did Carter tell you what he testified to ? — ^A. Xo, sir. 

Q. Why did he say he thought the committee a curious set f^A. I 
do not know, sir. 

Q. He did not tell you anything that he stated before the com- 
mittee ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Let me see this original memorandum from which you made this 
statement. — A. I just made it from little dates that I put down in them. 
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Q. When did you make this memorandum in this book ? — ^A. About 
the dates that are there. 

Q. How old is your book ! — A. I have had it, I judge, about two years, 

Q. Are you in the habit of making entries of your transactions ! — 
A. Well, yes, sir ; various little entries that I want to impress my mem- 
ory with. Lput them down on the book, and generally carry it in my 
pocket. 

Q. I see you have here written •" O. D. Madge, supervising special 
agent, Treasury, U. 8." When was that made ? That seems to be in 
ink. — A. That was made in my store at the time Mr. Carter came there. . 

Q. When f — A. Between our first and second visit to Washington. The 
date I do not recollect. All three of us came on. I do not mean my first 
and second ; but the three of us coming to Washington prior to the safe 
being blown. It was copied from a card that Mr. Garter handed me in 
my store. 

Q. After your first visit here, did you say ? — A. After my first visit 
here. 

Q. And before your second visit! — A. Before the second joint visit; 
that is, before we all three came down here twice together. Mr. Downs, 
Carter, and myself were here twice together in conjunction — the three 
of us. 

Q. Bid you come down alone ? — A. I came down on the day following — 
the evening following of the first visit. 1 saw Governor Swann, and pre- 
sented that letter. 

Q. Was it after that when you made this memorandum ? — A. After 
that I made this memorandum. It occurred in this way. 

Q. You made it in your store ? — A. Yes, sir, with ink, at the desk. 

Q. You came down Tuesday night, the 14th ? — A. I judge it was some- 
where near about a week after that — a week after the 14tli or near about 
that. 

Q. But still it was before the robbery? — A. Before the robbery. 

Q. How did Carter come to hand you the memorandum of Mr. 
Madge ? — A. Well, we were moving blindly in this thing, and he took his 
view of the matter, and thought, as he said, that this safe-blowing busi- 
ness was in conjunction with the two Secretaries ; that he heard they 
were at outs, and that one was fighting the other, and that he had gone 
and watched for Secretary Eichardson, and went to the office, and 
found somebody watching the door, and then went to Secretary Richard- 
son's house, staid in front of the house three or four hours. While there, 
the Secretary came home, and General Howard was with him. He went 
up on the steps after him, and made himself known ; and he says, "\ou 
are one of the men who have been to the President, have you not, about 
that robbery F He says, "Yes." The Secretary turned him over to 
Mr. Howard, or General Howard, as Mr. Carter called him, and they 
then walked some distance. 

Q. He and General Howard ! — A. Yes, sir; I am telling it as near as 
I can recollect as Mr. Carter told me, on the road out to O. D. Madge's 
house, or O. O. Madge ; 1 do not know which it is ; it was in German 
text; and I am not a very good scholar in that, and I copied it as near 
as I could. He passed a man who had been employed, and he thought 
still was in the secret service ; or, in other words, he was in the employ, 
as he said, of the secret service here. He did not know whether they 
knew him or not. They went to Mr. Madge's house. There he told Mr. 
Madge Mr. Hays's story ; and Mr. Madge then told him that he would 
look to it. He told us that he had done so after the safe was blown. 

Q. That is not the point. What was the point in Mr. Carter giving 
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you the card aud you making this memorandum about Madge 1 — A. 
Because I wanted to know the man's name that Mr. Garter was telling 
these things to. 

Q. Gartner told you that he had told these things ? — A. Yes, to a Mr. 

Madge. 

Q. And then you made this memorandum about Madge ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I see here another memorandnm, " Hayes, April 12, 1874." When 

was that memorandum made ? — A. That was made a day or two after 

Mr. Hays — some little time after Mr. Hays being at my hoase. 

Q. How long after! — A. I do not know how long. I know it was on 
Sunday, and I went to the almanac calendar to see what day Sunday 
came. 

Q. When did you do that? — A. Some few days after he had been to 
the house. 

Q. How many days after that f — A. Well, sir, I do not know. It may 
have been a day or two, and it might have been three or four. 

Q. Not more than three or four f— A. No, sir ; I do not think it was 
more than three or four. 

Q. Then I see in pencil also '^G. Alexander f — A. That was after I 
found that Mr. G. Alexander was mixed up in this affair ; after the 
blowing of the safe. 

Q. Then right under that name is a memorandum, " Ghristy." — ^A. 
That was after Mr. Garter had been and seen Mr. Alexander and Mr. 
Ghristy. 

Q. What was the object in making those two memorandums ?— A. So 
I might have those names promptly in case I wanted them ; that I might 
refer to them, to Mr. Ghristy the lawyer and Mr. Alexander as the 
party. 

Q. What use did you expect to put them to ? — A. I thought the mo- 
ment that the safe was blown that that was the safe, and that that was 
thfe party who was to be blamed with the robbery. 

Q. Then there are two pages here of pencil following. — A. That was 
written within an hour or 12 hours, somewhere within that time, of the 
time that it is marked. 

Q. At the time of what ? — A. It was written just directly after the 
time that those facts occurred. 

Q. Written all at one time I — A. No, sir ; I do not know that they 
were written all at one time or not. I ju^t kept the memorandum right 
straight down from head to the bottom of it, as you see. 

Q, You did not write it all at one time, then ? — A. I do not think I 
did. 

Q. You are perfectly certain of thatf — A. As far as my memory 
serves me, sir, I did not write it all at one time. 

Q. Now, you made up this statement from this book f — A. I made up 
that statement from the names and the memorandums I had in that 
book and from my mind. I wanted my mind to be perfectly clear, and I 
took to 11 o'clock last night, sitting down at my desk in the store, when 
nobody was there. 

Q. ^ow, 1 want you to look at that memorandum and state positively 
whether that was made at one time or at different times ? — A. That wa* 
made at different times. 
Q. That was not made on the same date ! — A. No, sir. 
Q. Was it made as each transaction occurred? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is made witk the same pencil I—A. I used one pencil, sir, or 
one kind of pencil 5 that is a cheap Faber pencil. I had a dozen of 
them in the store. 
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Q. That first memorandam is, " 11 p. m., May 3d, left Baltimore that 
night in company with Carter; went direct to his, Olarvoe's, house. He 
was not in ; his wife told me that he was in Baltimore ; went back 
that morning ; seen Mr. Carter ; had a private conversation with him ; 
did not hear it, but Carter told me that he said that he wanted to get at 
the bottom of the safe-robbery, wanted to know what Don knew, and 
he told him to ask *' Don.'' Who was '' Don f — A. It is a nickname 
that I learned from Mr. Carter for Hays. 

Q. When did you first hear that name used ! — A. Since this affair, 
our first connection with Hays. 

Q. Was that nickname " Don " used in your various conversations f — 
A. Mr. Carter used it more than I did. 

Q. All the time f — A. Pretty much all the time he used it. 

Q. In your various conversations and interviews with Carter, he al- 
ways called Hays" Don F — A. Not always, sir; but often called him 
"Don." I 

Q. "Left him with Carter."— A. I left him with Carter. 

Q. "Promised to see him again May 11." — A. That is, Carter promised 
to see Clarvoe again. 

Q. This is May 11, now. "Eeceived a dispatch from Ordway that 
Carter had gone to find Hays." Now this is another date. — A. Yes, 
sir; this is another date from May 11. 

Q. " May 11, received dispatch from Ordway that Carter had gone to 
find Hays."— A. Yes. 

Q. Now the 17th, " Met Alexander at house." Now you are perfectly 
certain that down to that time the entry was made soon after May 3 f 
—A. Soon after May 3. 

Q. When May 11 began you made that memorandum on a different 
(lay ! — A. Yes, sir ; and the 17th is on a dift'erent day. 

Q. When did you first see Mr. Alexander I — A. I saw Mr. Alexandjer^ 
on the second trip after the safe was blown ; the first trip I came down 
after the safe was blown. 

Q. Where did you see him ! — A. In his office. 

Q. What hour ! — A. Between 9 and 10 o'clock. 

Q. In the morning? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was with you ? — A. Mr. Carter was with me when I went to 
the house. 

Q. No one else I — A. No one. We came straight from Mr. Clarvoe's 
house to Mr. Alexander's. 

Q. Had you seen Mr. Alexander before that time! — A. Never in my 
life. 

Q. Had Mr. Carter?— A. Mr. Carter had. 

Q. Bid Carter introduce you to Mr. Alexander ? — A. I do not know 
whether he introduced me to Mr. Alexander, or whether Mr. Downs, 
who was in the room when I went in, did. 

Q. Mr. Downs was there? — A. Yes, sir; I found Mr. Downs at Mr. 
Alexander's house. 

Q. Did you go to meet Mr. Downs and Mr. Alexander ? — A. I did not 
expect to find Mr. Downs there, because I had left a note home. I had 
come down the night prior with Mr. Carter unbeknown to Mr. Downs. 
We were to come together in the morning. Mr. Carter had come to my 
house with a dispatch from Mr. Christy, saying that we were wanted 
the next morning, also stating that Mr. Clarvoe had been to his house 
that day, which was Sunday; and he wanted to see Mr. Clarvoe that 
night, and he asked me whether I would come on to Washington. I did 
so; came with him, and the next morning we were going to meet Mr. 
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Downs; but the card that Mr. Carter left for Mr. Downs's direction got 
mislaid, and Mr. Downs did not get it, and he went straight to Mr. 
Alexander's house, expecting we would come there and he would find us 
there 

Q. How did Mr. Downs come to go to Mr. Alexander's house expect- 
ing to find you ! — A. He knew we would go there that morning, because 
we had made that arrangement on Sunday. 

Q. Can you recollect about the day of that interview at Mr. Alexan- 
der's house! — A. Probably on the 3d, if I am not mistaken. 

Q. The 3d of May ?— A. Either on the 3d or 4th of May ; I think 
probably it was the 4th of May. It was on Monday. 

Q. Whatever day that was, it was on Monday I — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What conversation did you have at Mr. Alexander's house ; what 
was said *? — A. 1 told him what I knew about it, and made a remark to 
him at the time, " Mr. Alexander, if it had not been for us behind the 
door, they would have had you in a pretty tight fix." 

Q. What did he say to thatf — A. Well, he laughed a little, and said 
they were winding around pretty tight; but there was some other evi- 
dence that he knew of that would have helped him out, too. 

Q. What else was said ? — A. We talked awhile about different things ; 
I do not remember the exact conversation that occurred ; and then we 
left and came to the Capitol here. 

Q. Was there anything saidabout getting Hays f— A. Well, he said we 
ought to get Hays of course. Hays had been our principal talk in the 
whole thing from beginning to end, and I do not think that there has 
been a conversation in which the getting of Hays has not been talked 
of. 

Q. Yon think there was nothing said about Hays at that time ? — A. 
I do not know of anything positively being said about getting him then. 
• Q. What object had you and Carter in going to Mr. Alexander's 
house ? — ^A. Mr. Christy had telegraphed to Mr. Carter that the com- 
mittee would be ready to-morrow morning. It was on Sunday. Mr. 
Carter had shown me the dispatch, and we knew that he was mixed up 
in it ; that a trap, in our view of the thing, was laid for him, and him 
alone; and as Mr. Carter had interviewed him, and we had promised to 
do our part, we concluded, of course, the first one to see in this thing 
was the man whom it concerned. 

Q. Did you not think it concerned Mr. Harrington also ? — A. Well, 
I have always thought that a man was always innocent until he is 
proved guilty. 1 have not said that Mr. Harrington . blew his own 
safe. 

Q. "Eo ; but did you not think that this general matter concerned Mr. 
Harriugton! — A. Well, sir, I would not like to be in the same box with 
him. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Harrington? — A. No, sir; I do not know him, 
and have never seen him in my life. 

Q. You made no effort to see him in any way, and explain these cir- 
cumstances to him ? — A. None at all, sir. 

By Mr. Bass: 
Q. And when Hays made this confidential statement to you that he 
was going to perpetrate this offense here, in Washington, how inti- 
mate were you with, how many times had you seen him ? — A. I never 
met Hays but once ; 1 must call it one interview, because it was only 
two days while in New York, on August 3, 1873. We had been to- 
gether there, and had knocked around and seen New York generally. 
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Q. So that you had a pretty good time together ? — A. A pretty good 
time together, and I suppose he took me for a '' hail fellow well met." 

Q. Had he ever had any acquaintance with Mr. Downs ? — A. He had 
been sent South with him to work up the Ku-Klux cases; so Mr. Downs 
told me 5 so I have often heard him talk. 

Q. Before you saw Hays, had Carter advised you that Hays was there 
and wanted an interview with you! — A. 1 never knew Carter until last 
winter. 

Q. But you knew Carter before Hays came to you on this occasion ? — 
A Yes, sir. 

Q. Had Carter advised you before Hays had this interview with you 
tbat Hays was there, and that this interview was to be arranged? — 
A. No, sir; I do not know that Mr. Carter had seen Mr. Hays until Mr. 
Carter came to the door with him. 

Q. So that the first time, then, that you saw Hays or saw Carter in 
relation to this thing, or either of them, was when they came together 
to your place f — A. No, sir ; the first time 1 saw Mr. Hays was in the 
afternoon, and that evening Mr. Carter and Mr. Hays came together.. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. You went with Hays to Dosvns's house that afternoon after this 
interview ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By. Mr. BASS: 

Q. How happened Hays to find you there in Baltimore, do you sup- 
pose ? — A. Well, sir, I am in business; my name is in the directory, and 
the first of it was, when I went to New York on the first of March Mr. 
Downs says, " Go see Hays.'' I told him I would. I did not do so. I 
came home and he jawed me a little about not going to see Hays. Well, 
I told him I had a friend with me, and we saw New York pretty well by 
ourselves; says he, ^' Somebody is going to thrash you." 1 came in the* 
store one day. Says he, " Why Hays has been here and is going to thrash 
you for not coming to see him in New York.'' I says, " I guess not.'* 
He says, " He was here to see you, but he has gone on down to Wash- 
ington, and he does not want to stop." And Mr. Downs told me that 
Hays had gone to his residence and his son had brought him to our 
store the first time that he came to Baltimore. That was when he first 
came to Washington. 

Q. That was on Sunday? — A. No, sir; prior to that time. I did not 
see Mr. Hays that time at all. 

Q. That was that same Sunday evening that he disclosed the fact to 
you that there was something going' on here in Washington in which, 
he had a hand ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Carter was present at that interview, was he! — A. He was pres- 
ent in the evening at the interview ; not in the afternoon. 

Qi I understand that. Did he disclose to you in the afternoon what 
was to be done ? — A. Not all. He gave me a portion, but in the even- 
ing he re-iterated to all of us. 

Q. Carter and Downs and you were present ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did that interview last ? — A. Well, sir, he came a little 
after 8 o'clock, and it lasted until 11. 

Q. Did you have anything to drink there, and have a jovial sort of 
time ? — A. Yes, we had something to drink. 

Q. Did Carter ask him any questions, particularly as to this busi- 
'^^— A. Carter asked very few questions that night. Carter talked 
like he knew it all beforehand, before that night, from the way he 
talked. We came out of my house and walked up the street to the res- 
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taurant. It has one of those spring doors — inside doors — and we let 
Hays and Mr. Downs pass through first. I saw that Carter wanted to 
speak to me. He says to me, " This rascal is on a big job.'' Says I, 
" Could you get him drunk 1^ Says he, " No ; a barrel will not make 
him drunk. I know all about it. We will get out of him all that we 
can." And then we went right into the restaurant and went up stairs. 

Q. No other person was present, or heard any part of this interview, 
except you four? — A. There was a room that people came to to drink 
liquors on Sunday ; that was not at the bar. Occasionally one would 
come in and get a drink and go out, and then we would wait before 
speaking until they went out. 

Q. Did anybody get tight that night there ! — A. Well, I do not know 
that anybody got tight. I did not. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. How was Carter? — A. I th6ught Carter was acting tight a good 
deal. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. To decive whom ? — A. Well, I thought it was to deceive Hays. 
He did not deceive me, because he walked to the mantel and said to me, 
" Not so much chin-music. It is no use, all this talk. 1 have got it all 
line.'' 

Q. After Hays left, was any suggestion made by Carter? — ^^A. Carter 
and Hays went together. 

Q. I mean after that night; after Hays left Baltimore, was any sug- 
gestion made by Carter to you, indirectly or directly, how this could be 
turned to good account to make a little something out of it f — A. No, 
sir; not that I know of. There was no point made that any money 
could be made out of it. The idea was with me that I supposed I would 
be paid by somebody some time or another if it was of any importance. 

Q. I mean with regard to Carter, was there any suggestion, direct or 
indirect, by Carter as to how he thought a little something could be made 
out of it ? — A. No, sir ; he never made any suggestion or plan as to how 
any money could be made. 

Q. When was it that the statement was made that there was enough 
in this or something in this that would send Nettleship to the peniten- 
tiary ? — A. Hays made that statement on Sunday afternoon. He reiter- 
ated that statement on Sunday night. 

Q. He was impressing you with the fact that Nettleship was putting 
ufTthis business ? — A. Yes, sir ; and I asked him two or three times so 
the rest could hear — Mr. Downs was talking to him at the time, and I 
stopped him in the conversation and asked him, "Is Whitley in it? I 
I do not think Whitley is in if He said, "Yes, Whitley is in it as deep 
as Nettleship.'' 

Q. Was it in the first interview that he mentioned the names of Al- 
exander and Harrington ? — A. He mentioned that either at my house 
in the afternoon, or on the road up, or at Mr. Downs's house in the after- 
noon. 

Q. Those inquiries did not make any particular impression on you at 
the time? — A. Not to make any point, because I at that time got hold 
of no point at all. 

By the Chairman : 
* Q. Did he say Mr. Alexander and Mr. Harrington, of Washington ?— 
A, Yes, sir; he asked whether I knew them in Washington. 
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By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Did he say aDything more in respect to those gentlemen, except 
simply to inquire whether you knew them I — A. Nothing more, except I 
asked him the question. He said he had an appointment about 9 o'clock 
on Monday with Mr. Alexander, or was to meet him about 9 o'clock on 
Monday. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did he say where ? — A. I do not recollect anything about whether 
he said where or not. 

Q. He did not say at the Capitol ? — A. No, sir ; he did not say at the 
Capitol. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Did hesayanythingin regard toClarvoe in any of those interviews! — 
A. No, sir. I asked him, said I, " Suppose you are traveling around in 
Washington, and they picked you up ! " Said I, " You would have to 
show up." " Well, now,'^ said he, ^' you cannot make anybody show upas 
long as he can show those." And he ran his hand down in his pocket 
and pulled out a whole handful of notes. 

Q. Bank-bills? — A. Greenbacks or bank-bills. There was a whole 
handful of them. Said he, " That is pass enough for any one." 

Q. Hays did that? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was when ? — A. On Sunday night. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you ask him where he got so much money f — A. He had prior 
to that time told me that Nettleship had given him money. 

Q. Did he tell you how much ? — A. No, sir ; he said Nettleship wanted 
to give him $50 at one time, but he told him that he would see him 
again ; that $50 would not do him any good ; that he wanted more 
than that; and Nettleship had made arrangements so that he could get 
any amount that he wanted ; and that Nettleship did give him money 
at one time when he met him in the water-closet of a restaurant here in 
town. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. When was it, did you say, that McDevitt showed you a report — or 
what was there in relation to that, showing you a report of this business 
before it was done ? — A. On the first day that we got here. Downs told 
me after it occurred. I staid ofif some distance, ^e met McDevitt.^ 

Q. Was that after the burglary? — A. No, sir; before. Downs was 
talking to him. 1 never saw Mr. McDevitt before in my life. I turned 
nay face squarely toward him. I wanted him to know me, because I ex- 
pected to be here often probably in this thing, and if I was taken up 
late at night, I wanted somebody to know me except my friends. Mr. 
l^owns afterward told me that he had told McDevitt that there was 
* burglary to be made, and told him Hays was in it, and that Hays 
had gone afti-r the burglar; and the next day that I was down here, the 
second day afterward it was, I think, that I was here, I met Mr. Mc- 
Devitt on the street. As I passed him I looked him in the eye, and 1 
<Jropped my eye, and he wheeled around and said, ^' Is Downs here?'' 
Said I, "No, have you seen anything of that party?" Said he, "No." 
Said 1, " They ought to be here." No more was said. I then saw Mr. 
McDevitt last Sunday afternoon, before coming to see Judge Wilson. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. State all that transpired in the first place with reference to what 
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took place between you and McDevitt before the burglary ? — A. Betore 
the burglary, those are all the words — " Is Downs here ! '^ Said I, " No, 
have you seen any of those parties ! '' Said he, " No, ^ or " Have you f 
or " Are they here I " And said I, " They ought to be;" and he walked 
on and I walked on. 

Q. At that time you did not know what particular burglary it was 
that was to be committed? — A. No, sir; I did not at that time. 

Q. What did you say about a report that he had made to the chief? 
— A. On Sunday I met him again. He told me that he had made a 
report to the chief that there was a burglary to take place, a burglary 
of papers, and requested that he be informed if such came to the knowl- 
edge of the chief, before it did to him, so that he, McDevitt, might make 
the arrest. He then went to a desk or table in the oflftce — it was in a 
back oflftce^private room — where we had a conversation. He said, 
" Now, what day were you here ? " I studied and said, " It is the 15th;'' 
and he went and opened his papers and took out a report after 15th, 
and, he said, " Here is my report of the 15th. If you were here on the 
15th, it is in here." He opened it and he read the report of the supposed 
burglary to me, that he had made to the chief in his daily report. He 
said that he told the chief that he wanted to make these arrests him- 
self; to let him know ; and that he had never told him a word of any 
burglary coming off; that he knew nothing about the burglary coming 
off until after it was done. 

Q. Downs told you that he told McDevitt all he knew ? — A. That he 
told McDevitt of the robbery that was to be, and gave him a description 
of Hays. 

Q. Did it occur to you at the time that this was a put-up interview 
with you at Baltimore in order that, if Hays was subsequently arrested, 
he could prove by you that he had made those statements that Nettle- 
ship was in it in order to saddle the offense upon Nettleship ? — A. My 
idea waB this, sir, that Mr. Hays made this statement to me in order 
that if he was caught he could be used as a state's witness ; and he 
would be used as a state's witness. 

By the Chairman : 
Q- Did he say that in substance ? — A. We told him that we would 
use him as state's witness. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. When was that ? — A. We told him,'during the interview that we 
had with him, that we would not hurt him at all ; that we would just 
go for the offenders, and we would bring him on the stand ; and either 
Downs or I asked him whether he would tell all. " Yes,'^ he says, 
"yes; I will tell anybody alU' 

Q. And the charge was to be made as against Nettleship as being the 
originator of the scheme or burglary ? — A. There was no charge at all. 

Q. I say that was the plan, that if Hays should do this job, as you 
call it, and be arrested, then that, in order to turn state's evidence and 
become the witness of the state himself, he would be such witness as 
against Nettleship and Whitley, who were the originators of the scheme ? 
— A. It was never said that we should put you against Nettleship or 
Whitley, but we were to put him as state's witness, and he should tell 
to the jury he was placed before exactly what he had told us. 

Q. And that was that the originators of the scheme were Nettleship 
and Whitley ? — A. That is exactly what he told us, that the originators 
of the scheme were Nettleship and Mr. Whitley. 
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Q. And you believed that at the time ! — A. From what he told me 
I came to the conclusion that Nettleship and Whitley were the origina- 
tors so far as Hays knew about it. 

Q, Believing that, the statement he made to you in regard to Harring- 
ton and Alexander, I suppose, did not impress you then with any belief 
that they were connected with this scheme? — A. Kot at all,' sir. I 
knew that somebody else must be at the bottom of it besides Mr. 
Whitley and Mr. Nettleship, but who, I did not know, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. It never occurred to you that it was Alexander or Harrington? — A, 
No, sir; it never entered my mind until after the burglary occurred, 
and then it flashed immediately on my mind as quick as lightning that 
those were the parties concerned. 

Q. It did not impress you as curious that he should ask you if you 
knew those parties ? — A. It did, sir 5 and I asked him, and he either 
gave me a send off or answered not at all like he did with Mr. Alexan- 
der. He said he had a meeting to make with him. 

Q. It did impress you as curious that he should ask this question ! — 
A. I thought it was probable that he had some connection to make with 
somebody in that work. It made the impression upon me that he was 
to make an appointed meeting with them. 

Q. That they were in some way connected ? — A. Yes, sir ; that a Mr. 
Alexander, whom I did not know, was conuected with it in some way. 

Q. And Mr. Harrington ? — A. Yes, sir; I thought that was one of 
the parties whom he did not intend for me to see. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Describe a little more definitely, if you can, what your particular 
relations were with Carter. — A. My relations with Carter were simply 
this : Last winter he came to oiir store, and Mr. Downs, being acquainted 
with him, introduced me to him. They used to sit down there and talk 
about old times in the secret service and one thing or another ; talk 
about this counterfeiter and that counterfeiter, and general business or 
news of a detective life, relating his anecdotes. Carter was quite a 
jovial fellow. We were very friendly. He said he had a little job that 
was not paying him very well, but he managed to make a living for his 
children off of it. That this was the best job, so far as the work was 
concerned, that he ever had in his life, although the money was not 
very much 5 but, so far as the labor was concerned, it was not very 
heavy. Our relations have always been very friendly. I did not visit 
Mr. Carter's house, socially, neither did he visit my house socially ; but 
he came to the store and would sit and while away an hour or so when 
he had time. 

Q. You never had any business transactions with him yourself, except 
simply selling him goods ? — A. I sold him, I believe, three shades since 
this thing occurred. 

Q. He knew Mr. Downs well ?— rA. Yes, sir ; he knew Mr. Downs. 
I did not know him myself prior to being acquainted with him since 
I have been in business. ' 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Then you would have a jolly drink together occasionally ! — A. O, 
we would go and take a drink together. 

By Mr. Bass: 
Q. You never were a detective f — A. jS'ever, sir. 
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Q. Never were connected with any criminal transactions'? — A. Never, 
sir, in my life. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
. Q. Do you know Mr. Whitley ? — A. I never saw him in my life. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Nettleship ? — A. I met him once. 
I IQ. Where ! — A. My relations with Mr. Downs are very coufideutiaU 
We concur most harmoniously. We often used to talk about the secret- 
service division. Nettleship's name and Whitley's name came to my 
mind almost as pat as men that I had known for years, although I had 
never seen them. One time in New York we went to the secret-service 
office. I did not see Mr. Nettleship, because he was out of town. Mr. 
Whitley was up-stairs. Downs went upstairs, in his private office, saw 
him and talked with him awhile, and came down and we went off. 
Mr. Downs has written some letters offering to the division information 
of counterfeiters and counterfeit money, and places of which he had in- 
formation ; three letters, I think, which he read to me — ^I do not re- 
member the exact contents of them, but that was about the amount of 
it — to Colonel Whitley, chief of the secret-service division at the New 
York office, in Bleecker street, but never received any answer. 

He then suggested to me when I was going over to New York, in 
March, to buy goods, that I should stop at the secret-service office and 
see Colonel Whitley for him, and ask him whether he ever got those 
letters, and, if he did, what^was the reason he did not answer them. I 
went and inquired for Colonel Whitley, and Colonel Whitley was not 
in. As I opened the dooi: Mr. Nettleship came out. He had been de- 
scribed to me, and I knew him from the description the minute I put 
my eyes on him. I si>oke to him, asked whether he was Mr. Nettleship. 
He said, " Yes." I asked him for a few moments' private conversation. 
There were a lot in the office. We went into a little room. There was 
a friend of mine with me. I asked him- whether he had ever received 
those letters. He hemmed and hawed a good deal, and said that he 
had, but that they had accomplished all that the letters contained long 
ago ; and I bade him good morning:, and left. 

That is all I ever hiad with Mr. Nettleship, and the only time I have 
ever seen him. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Since this burglary has been committed has Mr. Carter ever given 
you to understand who put it up ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Has he ever sought since the burglary to impress ui)on you the 
belief or the fact that Nettleship was the originator of it 1 — A. "He says 
he believes that Nettleship was the biggest plotter in the world, and the 
deepest plotter in the world. 

Q. I mean in connection with this thing. You, of course, knew these 
circumstances, and they made their impression upon your mind. Now, 
since the burglary, at any time in your conversation with Carter have 
you varied your convictions from what they were before the burglary as 
to the persons concerned it it 1—A. Not at all, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. How did you come to be here last Sunday ? — A. Well, sir, I had 
not heard anything.from here except one telegraph from Mr. Ordway, 
and I thought things were moving kind of slow ; that the investigation 
was moving kind of slow. I have a relative here. I brought my little 
girl down to visit them, and thought in the mean time as I had never 
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seen Judge Wilson, and had tried several times, and I Lad no time dur- 
ing the week to come, that I would come on Sunday and try to see him. 

Q. How did you come to see McDevitt ? — A. I met him on the street. 

Q. You did not go to see him ! — A. I met him on the street, sir. 

Q. What occurred when you met him on the street! — A. I passed 
him — he was talking to a gentleman — and after I passed him he walked 
up to ine. 1 stopped at the corner. He walked lip to me and I walked 
up alongside of him, and we went down the street together, to the cor- 
ner of the avenue and the next street beyond the Metropolitan station, 
and turned and walked to the corner of the avenue. 

Q. Did you separate then ? — A. We walked back again up the street 
from the avenue, northward, to the next comer, and I walked on up 
and McDevitt turned to the left, I believe, and said that he was going 
home to get something to eat. 

Q. Did you see him again ? — A. I saw him again that evening, after 
I left Judge Wilson. It was, I suppose, nearly 6 o'clock. 

Q. Did you go to see him again! — ^A. Yes, sir ; because I told him I 
would see him again. He asked me where he could see Downs on 
Monday. I told him may be we would have to come over, and I was 
going to see Judge Wilson to arrange to come over separately, if pos- 
sible. I knew I would have to come, and said I would see him at four, 
if I could. Knot, to wait, and I would be back, and I would tell him 
whether we would come over or not, because if we came over it would 
be of no use to come together, because he might come over the same 
day. 

Q. Why did you tell him that you wanted to come over separately, 
if possible? — A. For the simple reason that it would interfere least with 
my business. 

Q. Then you did see him that evening? — A. I saw Mr. McDevit that 
evening. 

Q. Where did you see him ? — A. In the private office at the Metropol- 
itan station. 

Q. That is where he took out those papers ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was in the evening? — A. About 6 o'clock, or somewhere near 
that time. 

Q. Now, Hays told you that he had done more in three days than the 
Dutchman had done in three weeks? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What had the Dutchman done in those three weeks? — A. That I 
do not know. He was working on the same case that Hays was work- 
ing on ; that he had a Dutchman on the case. 

Q. And the Dutchman had been here three weeks? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him what the Dutchman was doing ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You did not pursue that at all? — A. No, sir. I did not pursue the 
Dutchman. 

Q. You did not ask him about the Dutchman ? — A. I asked him what 
Ws name was. He did not give me his name. He said he was a Ger- 
man. 

Q. Where from? — A. He did not say, sir. He said Nettleship said he 
was a good man and a trusty one. 

Q. Did he tell you where he first met the Dutchman ? — A. He met 
liim here in Washington. 

Q« He did not tell you where ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He did not tell you why he wa» dissatisfied with the Dutchman's 
slow progress? — A. He did not like to work with him. He did not' like 
^ trust him. He said he did not like his actions. 

Q- What actions? — A. He did not explain himself, sir. 
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Q. You did not ask him to explain ! — A. jS^o, sir. 

Q. Who has been paying the expenses of those various trips that you 
have been making to Washington ! — A. 1 have been paying them out 
of my own pocket. 

Q. You have no arrangement or understanding that you are to be re- 
imbursed ! — A. Not at all. I have not asked a person for a cent. No 
person has ever offered me a cent. It was all on my own account. When 
Carter came, as his salary was not large, and he had a large family, 1 
invariably paid my expenses an<^his when he was with me. 

Q. Who paid Down's expenses? — A. It came out of the firm. When 
we went home it was charged as expenses. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. When the proposition was made to come over before this Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, or come over and see Governor Swann, you 
first suggested that to Carter, as I understand ? — A. I first suggested 
Governor Swann, I being acquainted with him. 

Q. You thought something very serious was to be perpetrated ? — A. 
I did, sir ; I thought probably life would be lost. 

Q. Now, what was that conversation, as near as you can tell, between 
you and Carter with reference to the propriety of your coming before the 
committee 5 what did Carter say on the subject ? — A. Carter did not say 
anything. The idea of coming before the committee did not strike me 
at all. It was an instantaneous thing. I sent my card to Governor 
Swann. 

Q. No, no ; I mean before you left Baltimore to come, did Carter think 
it was a good plan to come before the committee? — A. The first time 
Mr. Downs originated that, that he knew a gentleman here by the name 

of ^ it has slipped my memory 5 he was a lawyer ; he will tell his 

name when he comes before you; , who was intimate with Mr. 

Delano, and Mr. Delano was a high oflBcial, and he could assist us in 
showing up this fraud. He went to see that gentleman, and he was not 
in ; then I proposed that we go to Governor Swann's. 

Q. That was after you came here ? — A. Yes, sir; I said coming down, 
" I will take you, and we will go to see Governor Swann, too, in the 
mean time. We were going it blind. 

Q. But you had got your letter of introduction before you came ? — ^A. 
No, sir. 

Q. So that Carter, the first time he came heife, did not know that you 
were coming ? — A. Yes ; he came with us. 

Q. The first time you concluded to come over to Washington did you 
have a conversation with Carter in regard to the propriety of your 
coming? — A. Certainly, sir ; we all agreed together as a unit to come. 

Q. Tben, what did Carter say on the subject of coming ? — A. He was 
as perfectly willing to come as any of us. There was no dissenting 
voice ; but, as to getting before the Committee on Appropriations, it was 
purely an accidental thing. 

By Mt. W^iLSON : 

Q. In looking over this memorandum-book, where you made a memo- 
randum of the dates, and what had occurred from time time, I see at 
the end of it that you have my name, and state also tbat you called to 
see me. When was it that you ^called to see me ? — A. Sunday after- 
noon. 

Q. Last Sunday afternoon ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At what time was it that you called? — A. I judge I must have 
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Called at your hotel about three o'clock, or somewhere in that neighbor- 
li€N)d. I called at the office and you were not in your room. I walked 
ont a piece and came back and you were in, and then I sent my card 
up. 

Q. How long was it before you saw me ! — A. It was over half an hour 
after I sent my card. 

Q. Where did you see me ? — A. In the office of the hotel — the rotunda 
of the hotel. 

Q. How long? — A. I judge I was with you a half or three-quarters of 
an hour. 

Q. Did you give me what information you had in regard to this ? — A» 
I did. 

Q. State, as near as you can, what I told you in regard to it. — A. You 
asked me first whether I would stay over until next day. I asked you 
-whether it was important for me to stay over until next day ; whether 
you were certain of it. You said you were not, and asked me whether 
I would come on a telegraphic dispatch. I told you that I would come 
at any hour that you telegraphed to me. I asked you whether you could 
arrange it with the committee so that one of us could come one day and 
one come the next day. You said you would try to do it, but if you 
telegraphed for me alone, for me to come, and for both, if both to come. 
I told you I would do so. 

I then told you that I had information from Mr. Columbus Alexander 
that there had been a meeting of some parties at a clubhouse on the 
night of this robbery 5 that they remained up until two o'clock in the 
morning ; that they were waiting for Mr. Harrington to report ; that 
there also had been a meeting two or three weeks prior to this robbery, 
at Willard's Hotel, at which Mr. Harrington and some others were 
present ; that the names were not stated to me, but it would seem to be 
of the same party that Mr. Harrington belongs to. 

Q. Who told you this? — A. Mr. Columbus Alexander told me he had 
such information. 

Mr. Wilson. He told me that Columbus Alexander told him that. 

The Witness. I then asked the judge whether he had anybody to 
work it up, as I had not time to stay here in town and was not well 
enough acquainted to work such a case. He said " No.'' I asked him 
whether he would have McDevitt. He asked me whether I could 
trust him. I told him I believed McDevitt was an honest man. He 
asked me whether I would see McDevitt. I told him " Yes.'' I saw Mc- 
Devitt, and McDevitt said he would go and see the judge. 

Q. If I remember right, I suggested to you that you go and see Senator 
Allison and see what he said about it ? — A. I do not remember whether 
you did or not. 

The Chairman. You told me the next morning that he was here and 
you had intended to bring him to me, but you thought you would not 
disturb me on Sunday. 

By Mr. Wilson, [to the witness :] 
. Q. State whether I said to you that I would present this matter to 
the committee and let you know by telegraph if we desired to have you 
here. — A. You did, sir. 

James H. Downs, having been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

By the Chairman : 
Question. State your residence. — Answer. I live at 361 West Frank- 
lin street, Baltimore, Maryland. 
13 SB 
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Q. What is yottr place of basinesa! — A. Four hundred and thirty-six 
West Baltimore street, Baltimore City. 

Q. What is your business t — A. Upholsterer and paper-hanger at the 
present time. 

Q. Eetailor wholesale! — ^A. Eetail. 

Q. You keep a store ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And keep it open every day T — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you been in the business f — A. We opened on the 
fipst day of April, 1873. 

Q. Was your original occupation that of a paper-hanger or was it a 
new occupation t — A. That is my original occnpation. I was away from it 
in the neigh borhood of twelve years. 

Q. What were you doing in the interval! — A. I was in the secret 
service of the Gov eminent, in the suppression of counterfeiting and 
other frauds. 

Q. How long t— A. Kearly twelve years. 

Q. Under whom? — A. I was first commissioned by Hon. Salmon 
P. Chase, and worked in for myself, and then was afterward commis- 
sioned by Colonel Wood, and then afterward by Colonel Whitley. 

Q. When did you leave the service! — A. I left the 30th day of Sep- 
tember, 1872, 1 think. 

Q. Were you in the South any portion of this time ! — A. I was in 
Alabama a portion of the time. 

Q. Do you know Michael Hays ! — ^A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him ! — A. It was, to the best of my 
knowledge, June, 1872. He went South with me. 

Q. Was he connected with you in the South! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what capacity ! — A. We were sent down to operate with the 
Ku-Klux. 

Q. Where were you stationed ! — A. In part of Alabama. The prin- 
cipal time we were there we were in Eutaw, Green County, and Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama. 

Q. Did you meet Mr. Carter down there ! — ^A. I met him at Jackson- 
ville. 

Q. Had you known him before ! — A. I had not seen either one prior 
to that time. 

Q. How did you operate then ! — A. We operated through the whole 
place endeavoring to get into the order, and reporting to the Govern- 
ment all that we might hear. 

Q. Did you get into it ! — A. !No, sir. 

Q. Did Hays ! — A. Kot to my knowledge. Not while he was with 
me. 

Q. Did you arrest anybody down there ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Neither of you ! — A. No, sir. That is, he did not while he was 
with me. 

Q. Nor did you ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you generally at one place or were you traveling ! — A. We 
traveled in different places. 

Q. Where were your headquarters ! — A. The principia.1 part of the 
time they were in Eutaw, Green County, Alabama, and Tuscaloosa. 
Those are the places that we spent most of our time at. 

Q. Did you stay at a hotel ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Both of you!— A. "Yes, sir. 

Q. Both at the same hotel ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What business did you pretend to have ! — A. We started to bay 
out some place to go into business. 
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Q. You held out that you were trying to find a place to go into busi- 
ness? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. What business did you propose to go into ? — A. We thought of 
going into the grocery or liquor business. We were both under assumed 
^ names. ' 

Q. What was your name 1 — A. Major James H. McLean. 

Q. What was his name ? — ^A. William Howard. 

Q. Did you have your letters addressed to you in those names ? — A. 
We received no communications while we were there. 

Q. How long were you there together ? — A. I left there some time in 
August. 

Q. Did you leave Hays there ? — A. I left Hays at Jacksonville, Ala- 
bama. 

Q. With Carter?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Do you know how long he staid after you came away t — A. I do 
not. I could come to that by letters. 1 do not know of my own per- 
sonal knowledge. 

Q. Did you correspond with Hays afterward ? — A. Once or twice in 
New York he wrote me letters, and I answered them. 

Q. He returned to New York ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You did not correspond with him in Alabama after you left him ? — 
A. No, sir ; he came to my house when he came back, and I was not at 
home, and he went over to New York, and wrote me a letter. I an- 
swered, and then on the 3d day of August, 1873, 1 went on to purchase 
goods, and I then met him, and introduced Mr. Dorsey, my partner, to 
him. 

Q. Where did you meet him there ? — A. I met him at his house. 

Q. How did you know where he lived ? — A. I knew where he had 
formerly lived, and had been to his house once before, but Mr. Carter 
gave me the directions where he had moved to. 

Q. How did Mr. Carter know ? — A. He was originally from New 
York. 

Q. That is, before you went on, Carter gave you the directions ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Carter well? — A. I cannot say that I know him 
thoroughly well. I know him by meeting him in Alabama, and he has 
been at my store frequently. 

Q. You saw him often in Baltimore ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you next see Hays after the visit of the 3d of August ? 
— A. I did not see him any more until I met him at my store. 

Q. When was that ? — ^A. I think it was the 7th day of April, on 
Tuesday. 

Q. Where was he going? — A. He went to my house. I was not at 
home. My son brought him to my store. I was out. He remained un- 
til I came in, and when I came in I was astonished to find him there. I 
asked him where he was going. He said he was going to Washington. 
I asked him if he was in the secret-service division. He said " No." 
" But,'' says he, '' Colonel Whitley sent for me to come to the oflBce.'' 
He was then fitting up a restaurant in New York, he said. He went to 
the office, and saw Colonel Whitley, and he said Whitley told him to go 
to Washington ; go to the Metropolitan Hotel ; see no one, and ask no 
questions ; " J. C. Nettleship is there.'' 

Q. Well, what else? — A. There was nothing of importance after that 
transpired that day. 

Q. Well, what was said after that ? — A. Well, I suppose we remained 
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together about ten or fifteen minutes, and we talked over different matters 
about Nettleship and the way he had been treated in the division, &c» 

Q. The way who had been treated ? — A. The way Hays had been treats 
after going down South, then coming back, and being discharged from 
the division. 

Q. Did you ask him what Kettleship wanted of him in Washington f 
— A. He said he did not know ; that he was to rei>ort here at the Metro- 
politan Hotel, and if he saw no one, then to ask no questions for any 
one, but I^ettleship was here. 

Q. He left you then after this general talk ? — A.. Yes, sir. 

Q. What time in the day was that ? — A. It was about 12 o'clock. 

Q. On the 7th of April ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did he say about I^ettleship's treatment of him at that time! 
— A. He stated about things that he had done ; turned up counterfeit 
cases in New York — men that the Government could not get ; that he 
had given them to him ; and then, after all his work, he had been dis- 
charged from the service. 

Q. What did you say to that? — A. Well, I hadn't much to say in re- 
gard to the matter. I told him that they had treated me well enough. 
I staid there until I got ready to resign, and left and came home. 

Q. Bid you sympathize with him in the way that he had been treated? 
— A. O, yes, sir; I did that when we were. in New York at the time. 

Q. That was in August last ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this plan — he was then complaining of Nettleship, was he not! 
— ^A. Yes, sir. 

' Q. When did you next see him after that?— A. On the 12th day of 
April, Sunday 5 he came to my house in company with Mr. Dorsey. 

Q. In this first interview, on the 7th, did you ask him to call as he 
went back ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he say he would t — A. He said he would. He did not know 
how long he would have to stay in Washington, but he would stop and 
see me. 

Q. On the next Sunday, the 12th of April, he came to your house 
with Mr. Dorsey ! — A. Yes, sir ; about 4 o'clockMn the afternoon. 

Q. What took place then? — A. 1 went into the parlor and we were 
talking, and he said that Nettleship was here, stopping at the Owen 
House, and that Nettleship was telling him that he was going to quit 
the division and get a place as deputy warden of a penitentiary ; and 
some other things Nettleship was talking about ; and he told Nettle- 
ship, says he, " Come, I want business." He said then Nettleship went 
on then and told him what he wanted him to do. 

Q. What did he say he wanted him to do ? — A. Well, he would not 
give it to us at that time 5 he would not tell exactly just then ; but he 
said, says he, " Nettle, ain't got much confidence in me." Says he, " He 
makes me return all his communications to him so that he might de- 
stroy them himself 5" but, he says, "He ain't smart enough for me, for 
I am keeping copies of them ail f and I advised him then to continue 
on keeping copies of them. 

Q. Then he said Nettleship wanted him to do something ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. What did he say Nettleship wanted him to do ? — A. At that in- 
terview he would not tell me what he wanted him to do. 

Q. You asked him? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did he say ? — A. I say he would not tell me then what he 
"wanted him to do. 

Q. Did he say " I won't tell you!" — A. No 5 he went on in this lan- 
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gnage to explain about iN'ettleship requesting him to bring all these 
notes back in private, so that he might destroy them himself, and off of 
that, and then he got on to stating to us — and to me more especially he 
was directing his conversation — ^in regard to this man in Jersey City 
that they had sent innocently to the penitentiary, for which he said he 
had received $700 for his share, to save Harry Cole, the counterfeiter, 
to keep Joshua D. Miner from prosecuting Whitley for false arrest. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Didhename who that man was in Jersey City ! — A. Hedidnameit, 
but I have forgotten it, and did not put it down. We talked over so 
much at that time that it slipped my memory. Then he went on and 
stated that he had signed quite a number of vouchers for Mr. Nettle- 
ship, and Mr. K^ettleship had filled in the amount ; that he had signed 
Harry Cole's name to some of them. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. That is, that he. Hays, had ! — A. Yes, sir ; that he had signed 
vouchers, and they were filled in by Nettleship afterward, for which he 
received sometimes $25, and sometimes as high as $50 and $75. . 

Q. Did he complain that this was bad treatment ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To be compelled to sign Harry Cole's name, and others, to vouch- 
ers *? — A. He was not an officer of the division, he stated, at that time. 

Q. Well, what else ? State all he stated to you in that conversa- 
tion. — A. To the best of my knowledge we then separated to meet that 
night at my partner's house. 

Q. What was the object of that meeting? — A. Well, he wanted me to 
come down town with him then. I told him it was just about tea-time 
then, and I would not leave home, and then he made arrangements first 
to meet there at 7 o'clock in the evening. 

Q. Did he make any inquiries of you as to whether you knew any 
people in Washington at that time ? — A. Not at this interview at home. 

Q. Then in the evening you went down there, did you ? — A. Yes, sir; 
I was there at 7 o'clock. 

Q. Whom did you find when you got there ? — A. I found nobody 
there but Mr. Dorsey, my partner, when I got there. 

Q. Did you and Mr. Dorsey have any conversation ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About Hays! —A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was it! — A. Mr. Dorsey then told me about Hays telling 
him about sending this innocent man to the penitentiary, and signing 
these forged vouchers, &c. 

Q. He had told Dorsey the same story, then, that he had told you? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then what else ? — A. About half past 8 or 9 o'clock 

Q. I mean before he came, what else did you and Dorsey talk about 
with reference to Hays ? — A. Well, it was in regard to this matter prin- 
cipally, the conversation, I think, and about all. 

Q. That was all ? — A. Yes, sir. Well, we talked about Mr. Hays^s 
action, and his manner about Nettleship and these letters ; that there 
was something wrong going on in Washington. We had a conversation 
between ourselves in reference to that — Dorsey and I. 

Q. You and Dorsey thought there was something wrong going ou 
here?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What made you think that ? — A. Because ISTettleship was making 
Hays return all his private communications to him, so that he might 
destroy them himself. 

Q. Why would that lead you to suppose that there was some- 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

thing wrong going on here? — A. Because people who write communi 
cations are not so tenacious that they need them returned immediately 
back to them, so that they can destroy them, if there was not some- 
thing wrong in them. 

Q. It was at this interview in Washington between Hays and Kettle- 
ship that l^ettleship had made these requests of Hays? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What time did Hays comet — A. Hays came, I think, at nearly 
half past 8 or 9 o'clock, in company with Mr. Carter, 

Q. What occurred when he came ! — A, After he came in ^we were 
talking in reference to matters, and Hays said that this was a pretty 
large job that he was on, and he said, " I have got Nettle, dead to rights.'* 
He says, " I can send him to the penitentiary on this job any time that 
I please." 

Q. Was that the first you had heard ot a job t — A. Yes, sir j that 
was the first intimation that I had got. 

Q. Hayes said, '' This is a pretty large job I have on hand ? ^ — A. Yes, 
sir. We had then left the store and went up to a restaurant above. I 
asked him what it was. Well, he said that there were papers to be 
stolen, and said he, " I have done more work in three days than the 
Dutchman they have got in this case has done in three weeks.'' Said 
he, *^I told Mr. Nettleship that I would not work with this Dutch- 
man any longer." Nettleship told him.^he said, that he could not get 
rid of this man, but for him (Hays) to snirk him and not have anything 
to do with him — to operate by himself. He said there were papers to 
be stolen; "but," says he, "there is a clerk to point out which papers," 
and he said " then there is a safe to be blown open, and that if it costs 
human life, this job must be done." " Well," said I, " Hays, who is into 
this ! " Says I, " Is Whitley into this ? " Says he, " Yes." Says I, " Is 
Nettle into this!" Says he, "Yes." Says J, "Who else!" Then he 
stopped, and in a few minutes afterward he says, " Do you know Alex- 
ander, in Washington ! " Said I, " Yes." Says I, "Alexander used to 
be major of a Maryland battery of artillery." No ; that was not the 
one. " Well," says he, " do you know Harrington ! " Says I, " No ; I 
don't know Harrington." 

Q. You said you did not know Harrington ! — A. Yes, sir ; I told him 
I did not. 

Q. When he said Major Alexander was not the Alexander, did he 
then tellr you which one it was ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you then say to him that you did not know this Alexander— 
the one you allude to ! — A. I told him that I didn't know him. 

Q. Did you ask him what they had to do with it! — A. No. 

Q. Did you ask him anything more about the character of the 
papers ? — A. Well, he said the papers would be pointed out by a clerk 
by a party in the office, and the papers would be taken and the safe 
would be blown afterward, which would be a bogus robbery. 

Q. The papers were not to be in the safe at all ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. The papers were to be produced by a clerk ! — A. Yes, sir ; the 
papers were to be shown, which they were to take, by this party in the 
office, but the safe would be blown afterward. 

Q. What office did he say this was! — A. "He did not say. 

Q. He did not state where it was ! — A. No, sir ; and just at that time 
the way he was I was afraid to get a little too deep in with him at onCe. 
I had to get out of him as much as I could, and as little at a time. 

Q. You did not press the inquiry ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. How long were you in this saloon ! — A. I suppose it was about 11 
o'clock when we left there. 
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Q. What time did you go there ! — A. Well, we went there about 9 
o'clock, I should judge. 

Q. How long had you been there when he opened up in this way to 
you about the job ? — A. Well, I suppose fifteen minutes or half an hour, 
perhaps. 
Q. I)id you drink there that evening! — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many times, probably! — A. Two or three times, I should think. 
Q- None of you appeared to be under the influence of liquor ! — A. 
No, sir. I don't think a dozen or twenty of them woul4 put Hays that 
way. I have been with him and saw him drink. 

Q. He drinks easily ! — A. Yes, sir ; and it does not aflect him. He 
said then that he was going to Washington, and he says, " 1 will go to 
Georgetown and take a private room, where nobody knows me." 

Q. When did he tell you that he was going to do this job ! Did he 
say that there was any particular time that it was to be done ! — A. No, 
sir. He gave no particurar time. 

Q. In the course of the evening did you ask him how much he was 
to get for it ! — A. He said the party that was to do the job was to get 
$1,000 to blow the safe. 

Q. Did he tell you whom he was going to get to do .it ! — A. Not at 
that time. 

Q. He said that the party that would do it was to get $1,000 ! — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he mean that he was to get $1,000 ! — A. No, sir ; the party 
that he would get to do it. 

Q. You asked him if he was going to do it himself f-^ A. No, sir ; he 
was not going to do it himself. 

Q. He told you that he was not going to do it ! — A. Yes, sir ; he was 
to work the case and get everything right. 
Q. And then get a man to do it ! — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he was to pay him $1,000 ! — A. Yes, sir ; he said that he was 
to pay him $1,000. I cannot recollect the exact words ; but, however, 
Nettleship thought it was a little too much. 

Q. He thought he had agreed to pay the man too much ! — A. Yes, 
sir ; he said that Nettleship offered him some money, on the street here, 
and he refused to take it ; it was only $50 ; that he wanted more money, 
and now he says, " I have got unlimited to draw on." 

Q. Did he say that he had tried to get this fellow to do it for less 
than $1,000 !— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you where this man was to come from ! — A. New York ; 
a man who had lately been out of the penitentiary. 

Q. Did he not think that was a pretty high price to pay him ! — A. 
Well, he did not say anything about it. He said that there was plenty 
of money in it, and he says, " I am going to make enough out of this 
job to buy myself a house in New York, and I am to go to California 
the moment the job is done." 
Q. This Nettleship thought was too much ! — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he say in reply to that ! — A. He did. not say. 
Q. What else did he say that night ! — A. That is about all the con- 
versation we had that night. 

Q. Was this conversation private, or was it just around the tp.ble ! — 
A. O, we were all talking. 

Q. He did not talk to you quietly and privately ! — A. O, no ; he did 
not appear to try to keep anything hid. 

Q. He talked so that you could all hear, and he had apparently equal 
confidence in you all ! — A. O, yes 5 he knew me very well, having been 
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under me. I was his chief down South. He had every confidence iu 
the world, and I looked upon it that he wanted to give somebody this 
thing to save himself, for fear it would come up. 

Q. You were all sitting around a table ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whe was sitting next to Hays ! — ^A. Hays was sitting on the cor- 
ner, and I was sitting there. Carter there, and Dorsey onthe other side, 
[indicating.] 

Q. What sized table was there ; one of these small tables t— A. A ta- 
ble near as large as this— a circular dining-table. 

Q. A drinking-table ? — A. iN'o, sir ; a dining-table ; we were in the 
dining-room. 

Q. Did you have refreshments ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You just had some drinks? — ^A. Yes, sir; we just went there, and 
I think took three drinks, and we were talking, and had intervals be- 
tween them. 

Q. Who paid for the drinks ? — A. I think Mr. Dorsey once, and Oar-» 
ter paid once, and I think Hays paid once. Hays said he had plenty of 
money, and he didn't want anybody to pay for anything but himself. 

Q. Did you see him have any money ? — A. He had a pretty good roll 
of notes. 

Q. Where did he keep them ? How did he carry them ? — A. He car- 
ried them in his vest-pocket. 

Q. Where did he say he was going to buy this house? — ^A. He said 
he would make enough to buy himself a house in New York. 

Q. You all thought, did you not, that was a pretty good lay ? — A; 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you not say to him that that was a good thing? — A. No, sir. 
I told him, I am pretty sure, at the time that, if there was anything 
wrong, 1 wouldn't allow it ; I would show it up. 

Q. Exactly ; but did you not all think and say that that was a rather 
extraordinary performance ? — ^A. Well, we made some remark to him. 
He got to t;elling about how much money was in it, and what he was 
to make, and said that this would be the last job he ever would do for 
the division, and he wanted to make all out of it that he could. 

Q. He said he was going to California immediately afterward ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Was any remark made in reply to that by anybody ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did not Carter have something to say in reply to that ? — A. He 
may have had, although I do not recollect it. 

Q. Did not Carter tell him that he would never get enough money 
out of this to buy him a house in New York ? — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. None of them made that remark? — A, No, sir; I don't recollect 
any such remark. 

Q. What remark was made in reply to that statement? — A. I do not 
recollect anything. 

Q. Nothing? — A. Nothing at all. There may have been something 
said, but it has slipped my memory. 

Q. What else was said that evening there ? — A. He and Carter went 
away together ; he went over to Carter's house. 

Q. He staid that night with Carter ? — A. I think he did } so Carter 
stated it. I don't know it of my own personal knowledge. 

Q. Did you all separate ? — A. Dorsey and 1 went down past the 
store, and I continued on home and left Dorsey at the store. 

Q. But you all left the saloon together ? — A. O, yes, sir. 

Q. About 11 o'clock ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Hays tell you when he would come back ? — A. He said that he 
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did not know when he would be at Baltimore again, but when he did 
come, he would come and see me. 

Q. When did you n6xt see him ? — A. I saw him on the 14th day of 
April. 

Q. Was anything said in that interview as to catching INettleship in 
this business? — A. O, yes; he stated that there was a lawyer in Wash- 
ingtx)n to fix up an alibi in this matter for Nettleship. 

Q. For Nettleship ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did he mean by an alibi f — A. Well, to prove, I suppose, 
that Kettleship was not here ; but I told him at the time, " Hays, I 
never heard tell of an alibi being fixed up before a crime was committed ; 
there must be some crime committed, and then prove an alibi; but," 
said I, ^' I never heard tell of an alibi to fix up when there was no crime 
committed.'' 

Q. You discussed the alibi for some time, then! — A. Yes, sir; I told 
him about that. 

Q. Did he name the lawyer ! — A. He said Whitney. 

Q. You are sure that you did qot get that mixed up with Whitley? 
—A. I^o, sir 5 he said Whitney. 

Q. A lawyer by the name of Whitney was to fix up an alibi f — A. 
Yes, sir ; but I afterward, when I came here to Washington, learned of 
a man by the name of Whitney, that they said was with Nettleship. . 
That was Whitney, Frank, who had formerly been in the secret ser- 
vice division. Hays might have misunderstood it, but he said it was 
Whitney from Baltimore. 

Q. He said he was telling you these things so that when he got into 
trouble he would have some witnesses? — A. Ko, he did not; we sup- 
posed that. We told him that if anything occurred from this, that we 
would make these statements tha^t he had given it to us. 

Q. You told him that? — A. Y^s, sir. 

Q. Did he not say that that was right ? — A. O, yes, sir. He said to me, 
*'You go ahead in this business, and I will produce everything for you. 
I will show them up in it." 

Q. You said that? — A. O, no, sir; he said that. 

Q. He said to go ahead ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whom did he mean — you and Carter and Downs ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did he mean by going ahead in the business ? — A. Why, to 
show up this bogus robbery, and the parties connected with it, of course. 

Q. Yes ; but what were you to do ? — We were to make it known to some 
Apartment here, which we attempted to do. 

Q. You were to come over here and tell some department about it ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Hays want you to do that, or did he object to it? — A. He ob- 
jected to it the last day I saw him. 

Q. Bat tills Sunday night he agreed to that? — A. Yes, sir; but he did 
not want it done at that time. 

Q. But he assented to that arrangement, that you were to come over 
here ? — A. Yes, sir ; that was the understanding. 

,Q. Did you come pursuant to that arrangement? — A. Not at that 
ttme; no, sir. 

Q. Was there anything said at that time as to whom you were to see 
here ?— a. O, no, sir. 

Q. Nothing said ? — A. O, no, sir. 

Q. Had you any understanding among yourselves whom you were to 
see?— A. No, sir; we came to Washington, when we did come, perfectly 
blindfold in the matter. 
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Q. That is, without knowing exactly whom to see ! — A. Yes, sir;, bat 
I saw Hays prior to our coming. 

Q. The second time you saw Hays you said he objected to it ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

. Q. What objection did he make at that time ! — A. This was on the 
14th day of April. 

Q. Was he to turn state's evidence himself in case he was arrested !— 
A. Yes, sir; and he would produce all these copiesof all these letters and 
correspondence in regard to the whole matter. 

Q. In regard to Nettleship ? — A. Yes, sir ; and the whole thing ; every- 
body connected with the whole affair. 

Q. And you were then to help protect him ! — A. Well, we did not 
guaratntee that to him. 

Q. But you gave him to understand that you would stand by him and 
help him through f — A. Yes, sir. 

•Q. Kow, you say that on Tuesday, the 14th, you saw him again ! — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Then he objected to your coming over here ? — A. He came to the 
store, and I was not there. I was around on Green street, and he came 
to the house after me. They came up and told me that there was a 
gentleman down there who wanted to see me. I went down. I found 
it was Hays. I went up and put on my coat, and we went off together. 
He said, " Don't you tell Carter that I am here.'' Said he, " I am going 
to New York." Said I, " What are you going to Kew York for F Said 
he, " I am going on to bring on the man now to do the job f that is, the 
man to blow the safe. Said I, " Hays, you shan't do it." Said- 1, " I 
will go to Washington tomorrow and have Nettleship arrested, but what 
I will stop this thing." Said he, "Don't yon do it; wait until I bring 
my man on, and let me make all the money I can out of it." Then, when 
he objected to our coming down in this case, said he, *' I will be on to- 
mon'ow night or Thursday night with my man. On Thursday evening 
1 will come to your store with him." Said I, " I won't be there, for I 
intend to go to Washington to-morrow, sure." Said I, " You will tind 
me at the Metropolitau Hotel, or at Hamblin's restaurant, in Washington, 
when you come there." 

Q. That was on Thursday night ?-^ A. On the Thursday evening that 
he was to come. 

Q. Did you go there ? — A. I was not here on Thursday. 

Q. You did not come ? — A. No, sir ; I was back in Baltimore, and he 
did not come to the store. I came to Washington on Wednesday, the 
jLSth. 

Q. What did you do when you first came, Wednesday ! — ^A. Mr. Dor- 
sey and Mr. Carter came down Tuesday night. They were satisfied 

Q. By the way, before you go to that, you saw Dorsey and Carter on 
Tuesday after you saw this man ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you do ?--A. I told them what Hays had stated, and 
that he had gone on after his man. He then said, says he, "I have my 
commission now, which I received yesterday, the 13th, in Washington, 
from Nettleship, as an officer of the secret-service division," and, says he, 
'*! will not go to California now, but I think I will go southwest;" and, 
says he, "The man who used to be my assistant, I will see where he is, 
where Thaw is, and I think I will go there." 

Q. Did he show you the commission f — A. He had the envelope with 
the Treasury mark on it, but I did not read his commission ; I did not 
open it. " But," says he, '' this is a damned plaster, and Nettleship can't 
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plaster me up this way ; but you go abead, and I will speak to you in 
this matter, and I will show them all up in if 

Q. You told all this to Dorsey and Carter ! — A. Yes, sir ; and then 
on Wednesday morning we came to Washington. 

Q. Carter and Dorsey came Tuesday night? — A. Yes, sir; but they 
did not believe that Hays had gone to New York for this man. They 
went to the Tremont House, and found Hays's name on the book, regis- 
tered there. I came down in the morning and I met them, and they 
said Hays was here ; that he had not gone at all. I told them, says I, 
"No, it is not so 5 Hays has gone." So over to the Tremont* House we^ 
went, and I found that Hays had been registered and left there, and 
was not there at all ; that it was a night or two prior to that time that 
he had taken lodgings there only. 

Q. They telegraphed you from here to Baltimore? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did not Dorsey ? — A. O, yes ; Dorsey and Carter did — that Hays 
was here. 

Q. What was the telegram ? — A. The telegram read, " Mike is here.^ 
They judged so from seeing that on the Tremont House books. 

Q. Then you came on the next morning? Where did you go first? — 
A. After we went to the Tremont House, the first one we came to, I 
think, was Governor Swann. 

Q. Did you go to his house or come to the committee-room ! — A. We 
went to his house and then came to the committee-room. 

Q. Did you look around to see if Nettleship was here ? — A. I did, sir» 

Q. Did you find him ? — A. I found his name registered at the Owen. 
House. 

Q. Did you inquire whether he was there?— A. No, sir; I saw his 
name in his handwriting. 

Q. At that date ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was when ?— A. The 15th of April. 

Q. Did you notice when he was registered ? — A. No, sir ; I did not. 
It was " I. C. Nettleship,'' to the best of my knowledge, " room 18." 

Q. You made no further inquiry about him, except to find out that h^ 
was here t — A. No, sir. Well, I talked with difterent parties on the 
street I met, that knew Nettleship. who had been in the division ; they 
said that he was here. 

Q. YoQ had an interview with a subcommittee, of which Governor 
Swann was one, did you ? — A. I started to relate to the committee, and 
they said it was not a part of their business ; then they appointed a sub- 
committee, Governor Swann and the other gentleman, a member of 
Congress, on the committee ; we went into a room ; from theai they 
referred us to Mr. Foster and Mr. Dawes. 

Q. Yes 5 but did 'you not tell them your story first?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Eelate the whole of what you stated to them. — A. Well, it is just 
about the same as you have it down there, about the burglary — that 
there was to be some papers stolen. 

Q. And that a safe was to be cracked ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If it cost life ? — A. If it cost human life ; that was Hays's expres- 
sion. 

Q. And that inquiry was made about Harrington and Alexander ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You told them that ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whom did you mention that to? — A. Governor Swann, and I don^t 
know the other gentleman who was with him. 

Q. To Mr. Dawes ? — A. Yes, sir; to Mr. Dawes and Mr. Foster. 

Q. When the names of Alexander and Harrington were mentioned, 
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did that make an impression upon you ! — A. Well, Alexander's name 
more particularly did, because he was to meet him the next morning. 

Q. At 9 o'clock the next morning f — ^A. Yes, rfr. 

Q. Did you mention that to Mr. Dawes and Foster! — A. No, sirj I 
don't think I did. 

Q. Did you not mention to them that Mr. Alexander was to meet 
Hays the next morning! — ^A. No, I think not. I may have done it, but 
I think not. 

Q. Well, that would be a pretty important link, don't you see f But 
you are perfectly certain that you mentioned to them the names of Har- 
rington and Alexander as connected with this thing ! — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did they say in reply? — A. Mr. Foster wrote us a letter to 
the President, stating how important it was, and I heard Mr. Dawes 
wording the letter wMle Mr. Foster wrote it— how important it was that 
this matter should be attended to, and that they knew of no other person 
to send us to except him. 

Q. Did you take that letter to the President ! — ^A. I did, sir. 

Q. Did you deliver it to him ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What did you do with it t — A. I have the letter in my possession. 

Q. Let me have it. — A. I haven't it here. I came away this morning 
and left it with my papers. I can send it to you, however. 

Q. You could not see the President, and then you went back home ?— 
. A. We did see him, but he said that he would not transact any business 
that hour in the evening, and for us to come next morning, between 9 
and 2 o'clock. 

Q. Did you make any further inquiry then about Mr. Alexander and 
Mr. Harrington I — A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. You knew by this time who they were f — A. No, I did not. 

Q. Eh ! — ^A. No, sir ; not at that time, on the 15th, we did not. 

Q. You did not know who they were ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. But you made no further inquiry about these two men I — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. When did you inquire about them ! — A. After the safe was blown 
open. 

Q. Not before ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see Hays after that Tuesday ! — ^A. I never saw him after 
that Tuesday, 14th. 

Q. When did you see Mr. Alexander first ? — A. I think, to the best of 
my knowledge, it was about the 4th of May. 

Q. You came back to Washington the second time f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You and Carter and Dorsey ? — A, Yes, sir ; they came over at 
night and I came over in the morning. Mr. Clarvoe had telegraphed 
for Carter — sent for them — but on the 15th I omitted to state I met Mr. 
McDevitt at the corner of Pennsylvania avenue, and I notified him, 
stating to him that this safe was to be blown open, and these papers 
were to be stolen, and gave him Hays's name and a description of him. 

Q. That was on the 15th ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you tell him that a safe was to be blown open ! — A. Yes, sh*. 

Q. And papers to be taken ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You did not say what papers ! — A. No, sir, I think I said Treas- 
ury papers. I am not sure. 

Q. Why did you say Treasury papers ! — A. Because we did not know 
at that time exactly where the papers were, and we supposed that it 
was in this other matter. 

Q. Did you state to hira, in order to give him some clue, so as to in- 
vestigajie the matter, that Harrington and Alexander were in some way 
connected with it ? — A. No, sir j I do not think I did. 
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Q. Yoa did not mention their names to him at all ? — A. Ko, sir ; I 
am sure I did not. 

Q. You did not think to ask him who Alexander was and who Har- 
rington was ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What was your object in communicating with Mr. McDevitt! — A. 
I knew Mr. McDevitt for a long time, and I knew he was a detective 
officer here, and if anything turned up he was to let me know. 

Q. It was to give him such information as would enable him to detect 
these people ! — A. Yes, sirj and I told him, " if you catch them, let me 
know— call on me." 

Q. Then your object was to furnish him such information as would 
enable him to detect these people ■? — A. Yes, sir ; I gave him a descrip- 
tion of Hays, and his name, and all ; he took it down on a card with the 
firm's name on it. 

Q. Did you tell him that this safe was to be blown open at the cost 
of human life *? — A. Yes, sir ; I am pretty sure that I did. 

Q. And that the papers would be handed by a clerk ? — A. !N"o, sir ; I 
don't think I told him that^ I may, but I do not think that I did. 

Q. Did you not tell him that the papers were not to be in the safe at 
all! — A* ^Oy sir; O, no. 

Q. In any of these conversations did you find out what use was to be 
made of these papers ; did Mr. Hays say why the papers were to be 
stolen ? — A. The only thipg he said in regard to that was to save some . 
parties. 

Q. From what ? — A. Well, he would not tell us; he did not tell us. 

Q. Did you ask him that? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ask him who were to be saved, or how ■? — ^A. Yes, sir; I 
asked him if it was Banfield; I asked him if it was Whitley, or if it was 
Nettleship, or who it was. 

Q. What did he say! — A. Well, he said it would benefit I^ettle- 
ship and Whitley, as they were connected with it, but it was not to 
save them. 

Q. Did he not say that there were to be some books also ? — A. He 
never said anything about any books to me. 

Q. The second time you came over, you say you came with a view to 
see whom ? — A. Then I had learned who Mr. Alexander was, and I went 
to see him, and from there we came up and saw Mr. Foster. 

Q. That is, you saw Mr. Foster the second time? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Alexander before you saw Mr. Foster? — A. Yes, 
sir; they came over at night-time, Dorsey and Carter did ; I went there 
—I did not know where to meet them at, and went to Alexander's 
house; that is, I inquired where it was, found out, and went there. 

Q. What did you say to Mr. Alexander I — A. I told him just about 
what I have related to you, as to Hays's conversation. 

Q. What did he say ? — ^A. Weil, he said that he knew a great deal 
about it ; that some German man, I think it was, had given him some- 
thing, and some citizens were on the street the night the safe was blown 
open, and he had got some things from them ; and he appeared then to 
know as much about the affair as I did. 

Q. What did he ask you to do ? — A. I don't know that he asked me 
to do anything particular ; he told Garter to come up to the house and 
he would see Judge Wilson. 

Q. Did he not tell you that you would be wanted as a witness before 
some committee !— A. Not that I know of. Mr. Christie [Christy!] I 
think told us that he wanted us as witnesses. ^ 

Q. Where did you see him? — A. He came into Mr. Alexanders after 
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I had been there some time. I saw Mr. Ordway, Sergeant-at-Arma of 
the Hoase, and related the whole story to him. 

Q. What was the object in seeing Mr. Foster the second time!— A. 
We had ^gone to him first in regard to this matter and told him the 
whole of it, and then went back again to see him in relation to the mat 
ter again. 

Q. Did you make any memorandums of any kind about these con- 
versations f — A. I have a piece of paper which is lying over home, writ- 
ten over in my desk, just when I met Hays, the dates, and so on. 

Q. You did not bring that with you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you not keep a regular memorandum-book of your transac 
tions, from day. to day! — A. Only the business at the store. 

Q. You don't, now, keep a diary ! — A. No, sir ; I have not kept a reg- 
ular diary since I have been out of the service ; prior to that I always 
kept one. 

Q. How did you keep this, on a sheet of paper! — A. It is on a piece 
of paper that is torn from a blank-book. 

Q. What sort of a blank-book! — A. One of the blank-books we have 
in the store to put daily orders in. 

Q. You tore that out and made a memorandum ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you make them at the time! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you make the first one ! — A. I made the first one on the 
seventh day of April, after Hays left, I think. 

Q. Do you remember the substance of it! — A. Well, it was just the 
conversation that we had, that he had been ordered by Colonel Whitley 
to go to Washington City, to the Metropolitan Hotel; to see no one; to 
ask no questions, but Nettleship was there. What he was to work on 
he did not know at that time. 

Q. You went over and put in your memorandum paper substantially 
what you have stated here! — A. Yes, sir ; just about the same. 

Q. When did you make the next entry on that memorandum !— A. I 
made the next entry on Monday morning, April 13th, after we had been 
together that Sunday night. 

Q. Did you go over the transactions of Sunday night pretty 
thoroughly! — A. Yes, sir; pretty near; 1 did not take a full detail of 
it. 

Q. Yes, but just so as to get the leading points in your mind ! — A. Fes, 
sir. 

Q. When did you make the next memorandum ! — A. I made the next 
one on the 14th day of April. Hays left me to take the 2.20 train, I think, 
for New York. 

Q. When did you make the next one !— A. I made the next one April 
15, in Washington. 

Q. On the same paper ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You had that paper with you then ! — A. No, sir ; I made it when 
I went back to the store. 

Q. You have kept a regular memorandum of all these thijigs, so that 
you are certain that your memory is correct with reference to them?— 
A. Yes, sir; I know what I have stated is just about the same, in sub- 
stance, of all the conversation we have had together with reference to 
this matter. 

Q. Did you look at this memorandum before you came over !— A. No, 
sir. 

Q. You did not examine it last night or this morning ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. JVhen did you make the last entry in it ! — A. The last one was 
April 15 ; I did not make any the 4th day of May. 
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Q. Why did you not bring that with you ? — A. Well, I did not think it 
was necessary; I had everything in my mind as fresh, almost, as it was 
the moment I made it, for the case has been on my mind ever since. 

Q. Can you send that memorandum to us-f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you do so? — A. I will, sir. 

Q. Have you any papers connected with this transaction at all ? — A. 
No, sir ; I have here a letter from Whitley. I brought it down because 
some of them said I was doing this because I had an ill-will against Col- 
onel Whitley. I gave him information where there were plates and 
presses out West. They paid no attention to it, and I wrote him if he 
did not go get them to send me on a commission, and I would go and get 
them myself. The letter reads : 

New York, March 28, 1874. 
Jambs H. Downs, Esq., 436 West Baltimore street^ Baltimaref Md.: 

Dbar Sir : I am in receipt of yoar letter of the 19th instant making application for 
an apj[K>intment as an officer of the secret-service division, and desire to ttiank you for 
the kindly interest manifested therein for this service. There are now no vacan(des on 
the force, and hence I cannot make your services available at present. The contents 
of your letter have been fully noted, however, and the application placed on file for 
future reference. 

Very respectfully, 

H.C.WHITLEY, 
Chief United States Secret Service, 

Q. You say you wrote him some letters'? — A. Yes, sir; I wrote him 
several letters, and I sent Mr. Dorsey there. ^ 

Q. Have you those letters! — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You say that Mr. Alexander appeared to have about as much in- 
formation about the subject as you had when you got there, through 
some citizens that were out that night ? — A. Yes, sir. Well, from those 
and what he had learned from another party. I could not say, but I 
think it was the party that Hays said had done more work in two days 
than he had in three weeks on the case — a German man he mentioned. 

Q. Did he say anything to you about their coming to his house and 
ritiging the bell there ? — A. Yes, sir ; he mentioned the fact to me. , 

Q. How did he learn that fact ; he did not hear it that night ! — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. This was the fourth of May, was it! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Nearly two weeks after the burglary ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say you did not know that Mr. Harrington was assistant district 
attorney here!— A. No, sir. 

Q. Yofu were not familiar with Washington! — A. No, sir; I have not 
done any business in Washington, or been down here, for two or three 
years. When I was in the division I was stationed as chief of the 
Western States, with headquarters in Cincinnati. 

Q. You have stated before I came how long you have known Mr. 
Hays! — A. I never saw Mr. Hays until he was sent down South with 
me to operate with the Ku-Klux. 

Q. What kind of a man is he ! — A. Well, he appeared to be a very 
clever man with me ; in all his dealings he appeared to be very square and 
honorable, although he had told me about getting into a difficulty in 
New York and killing a man. He was tried for that after he came 
back from the South. 

By Mr. BASS : 
Q. Did Mr. Carter, at any time before the burglary was committed. 
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tell you that Hays had been stopping at his house in Baltimore ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did he tell you about that, and what did he say on the sub- 
ject ! — A. Well, he said hetook Hays from Washington one night over 
to his house, and that he staid all night and went back in the morn- 
ing. He said he had been to Washington and found that Hays had 
been registered under different names, fictitious names. 

Q. Did he tell you anything about any statement made by Hays to 
him as te what safe was to be blown open ! — A. Not since the occur- 
rence. 

Q. When did he first tell you ? — A. I think perhaps a day or two after 
the occurrence, that that was the job that Hays was working on, and 
the one where the safe was to be blown open. 

Q. That what — ^that the Harrington safe was the one ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that Hays had so told him ? — A. To the best of 
my knowledge he did. 

Q. Then that was the first time that you knew that Hays had said 
that Harrington's safe was the particular safe ? — A. Well, he had come 
to tell us that in this way : He had been to Washington ; we were all 
three advising together in this matter. He had been to Washington ; 
he had seen Mr. Madge, the supervisor of custom-house inspectors, and 
he said that Mr. Madge was there the night, or shortly after, the burglary 
was committed, and met Mr. Clarvoe and Mr. Harrington, and they got 
to telling Madge about the safe-blowing, and Madge told them it was a 
put-up Wogus job, and that Madge had stated to Mr. Harrington that 
Hays and Nettleship were both into that, and that Harrington had i.<l- 
mitted that Hays was into it but that IN^ettlesliip was not. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Carter said this ! — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Carter told you this ; now fix, as near as you can, the time when 
Carter told you that. — ^. Well, I think it was a day or two after the 
robbery. I am not positive about that. 

Q. Did you express any surprise, or say anything to Carter upon the 
subject as to why he had not told you that before ? — A. O, no. 

Q. Did it not seem a little singular to you? — A. O, Carter sometimes 
did not come to the store for two or three days, and he would be up 
and down to Washington ; perhaps he would be there for three or four 
days. 

Q. Did he tell you where it was that Hays first told him that it was 
Harrington's safe ? — A. No, sir; he said that he bad got pretty much 
all out of Hays when he had him over at his house sleeping with him. 

By Mr. Stevtart : 

Q. Have you any other evidence that Nettleship was in it except 
, what Hays told you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you known Nettleship some time? — A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. What are your relations with Nettleship f — A. We never had a 
word ; we have always been on the best of friendly terms together. 

Q. What kind of a man is he! — A. Well, Mr. Nettleship is like a 
good many others ; he has his faults ^ he is a man whom I have not 
much faith in as to his honesty. 

Q. Which is the more reliable man, Nettleship or Hays !— A. Well, I 
think I would trust one as quick as I would the other. Out of the two 
of them, I think I would rather take Hays's word than Nettleship's. I 
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have been in daily intercourse with Hays while he was under me while 
I was down South, and I never found him to tell me a lie or act dishdn- 
orably. 

Q. Was it not possible that Hays was pretending to 'have associates 
when he did not, in order to put the thing up f 

The Witness. In this matter, do you mean % 

Mr. Stewart. Yes, sir. 

A. It might have been; but I came here and found everything just as 
be had told me. He told me that Nettleship was here. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Was there anything else besides that ?^A. Then I received infor- 
mation from Carter that he had seen them make connection together. 

Q. Where did Carter tell you he had seen them make connection? — 
A. About the Owen House. 

Q. Anywhere else ?— A. Somewhere outside on the street. I forget 
now the street ; it has slipped my memory ; I took no notice of that. . 

By the Chairman : 

Q. When did Carter tell you that ?— A. Carter told it off and on at 
the time. 

Q. About the time that it occurred ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that before the 12th of April ; before you saw 
Hays at the saloon ? — A. Carter told us — no — he came to the store prior 
to that time, and I told him that Hays was in Washington, and Carter 
came right over here* This was after I first met Hays. But Carter had 
been here and saw flays, though he did not tell us so — how that he 
pointed out Nettleship's whereabouts to him. 

Q. Carter had beea here and had seen Hays, and did not tell you ? — 
A. No 5 he did not let on to us that day that he had been to Washington 
and saw Hays here, but afterward he told us that he had, and after 
Hays telegraphed that he could not find Nettleship, that there was no- 
body here, then Carter showed him where Nettleship was — at the Owen 
House. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Your theory is that Hays went to New York to get this man to 
do this job! — A. Yes, sir; that he went after him and brought him on. 

Q. Well, how does that correspond with the idea that he was sent 
on! — A. No, no; Hays went and brought him on. Hays stated that 
he would have been through this thing before, but Nettleship went to 
New York ; then he had to wait for his return. 

Q. Did you know this man who did the job? — A. No, sir; I did not 
know him. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Who pays your bills when you come over here ! — A. I pay them 
myself, 

Q. Have you paid all your bills ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. W'ho pays Carter's bills ? — A. Mr. Dorsey and I paid part of it. 

Q. Who paid the rest? — A. Well, he travels free on the railroad, and 
is an employ^ of the railroad. 

Q. You and Dorsey paid the bills ? — A. Well, the only thing to pay 
here was the dinner. * / 

Q. I know, and your railway-fare back and forth! — A. Yes, sir; we 
paid all our own, 

14 SB 
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By Mf . Bass : 

Q. If I understaDd you, you got the impression on that Sunday night 
when the scheme was divulged to you that you were made a confidant 
with regard to It in order that if Hays should be thereafter arrested, 
he could turn state'sevidence as against the man who had employed 
him, and would have your testimony indicating that he had given this 
to you, to show that he was telling the truth f — A. Certainly. 

Q. And, therefore, you were called in in order that he might be cor- 
roborated as a witness by your testimony if he should get into trouble, 
and he was in that way to turn state's evidence and get out of it him- 
self by implicating the men who had in faet hired him to do this busi- 
ness ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that arrangement was in order to enable him to be a state's 
witness and turn state's-evidence as against Nettleship, whom he gave 
you to understand was the originator of this scheme; was that the 
idea? — A. Well, he said that both Nettleship and Whitley and others 
were connected with it, but he did not give us the names. 

Q. He did not tell you who else besides those two ?— A. No, air ; I 
served under Colonel Whitley about eleven months in the secret service. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. How were your relations with Whitley ? — A. We are on the best 
of terms. 

Q. What kind of a man is he ; did you ever see anything wrong about 
him? — A. No, sir; I never saw anything wrong. He treated me right, 
and I did all the service I knew how. If there was anything outside 
going on wrong I didn't know^ it. I have heard things, but do not know 
it of my own knowledge, and do not care about speaking of things unless 
I know them myself. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Do you know Colonel Wood well ? — A. Yes, sir ; I served under 
him. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. You knew the fact that Carter had been away since this burglary 
had been committed *? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Since Carter has got back has he seen you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. At no time ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He had seen Mr. Borsey ? — ^A. Yes, sir ; but he would not come 
and see me. 

Q. He did not see you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. From the fact that Carter did not disclose to you before the burg- 
lary, Hays's statement to him that it was Harrington's safe that was 
to be blown, and the fact that Carter has not made a confidant of you 
since the burglary, did you draw any inference with reference to Car- 
ter's playing fair with you ? — A. Nothing in regard to what was said or 
done in the cast, except his going away after Hays. After agreeing 
that all that was done in the matter, we would work between ourselves. 

Q. That was the understanding — that you three should keep faith 
with each other in this business? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that understanding made between you three f — A. 
From the time it commenced. 

Q. You were to work together and co-operate together in the busi- 
ness "? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you seen anything to indicate that Carter has or has not 
kept faith— carried out that part of the contract 1 — A. Why, yes, sir. 
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He went away, and be never said anything to us. If he had gone away 
by order of the committee or anybody else that told him not to see any- 
body, or say anything to anybody, we would not have thought anything 
of it 5 but he went away, and I might have given him some points in 
reference to Hays's whereabouts. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You might ? — A. I might. 

Q. What points would you have given him ? — A. I would have told 
him exactly where I thought Hays went to. 

Q. Where did you think he did go to ! — A. I think he is in Denver 
City, Colo. 

Q. What has he gone there for? — A. He has gone West to get out of 
the way. 

Q. Why would he go to Denver? — A. I had an assistant, Thaw, when 
I was in Cincinnati, who lives in Denver, Colo., now, and he was kind 
to flays while he was sick, and Hays told me that he thought he would 
go there. He w^as pretty sure that he was going Northwest, and he 
thought he wrfuld go there ; and from all that I found in Hays's whole 
transactions in the case, and my prior Knowledge of him^ he being with 
me and being truthful, I had no right to disbelieve him, and I was satis- 
fied in my own mind that he would not go North. 

Q. When did he tell you that he was going to Colorado I — ^A. He did 
not tell me that he was going to Colorado, but he asked me where Thaw 
was. 

Q. And you told him that he was at Denver! — A. Yes, sir; and he 
said that he thought he would go there. That was on the Tuesday 
when he went to New York after his man. 

Q. Do you think Hays was here the night of the burglary! — A. My 
honest opinion is, Hays is the man who walked off and left the man to 
^0 with the satchel. My impression is that Hays made more of a con- 
fidant of Carter than he did of either one of us, and Carter was con- 
tinually in Washington. 

Q. About that time!— A. Yes, sir; he told us all about where he 
"piped " certain parties off. That is a detective phrase. 

By Mr. Bass : 
I Q. Whom did he pipe! — A. Well, parties here, and he was piped off 
by parties. A man by the name of Dunn he was in connection with 
one day, and showed Dunn these men who were following hiip. 

Q. Who were following him! — A. Some parties watching after him, 
but he did not know them. 

Q. Did he say that he was being piped !— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he piped in turn. — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You think, do you not, from Carter's subsequent conduct and 
from what you have heard about this since, that Carter Jtnew a great 
deal more about this transaction than he communicated to you from 
time to time ! —A. O yes, sir ; there is no doubt about that. I gave 
him all that I knew, and I gave it to everybody down here that I could 
that would be of service to prevent this thing if possible. But he knew 
a great many things that he did not tell either one of us anything at 
all about. 

Q. When you had this interview with Mr. Foster and Mr. Dawes an^ 
Governor Swann, was not Mr. Carter quiet all the time !-t-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he say anything at all ! — A. Not a thing of any account. 

Q. Xot a word ! — ^A. Ko, sir. Yes, sir ; but he has not said anything 
like what I have told the committee this morning. 
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Q. He had nothing material to say, bad he ! — A. He did not want to 
say anything. He made me the spokesman ; and the same way with 
Mr. Ordway, the Sergeant-at-Arms, when we were down in his private 
room ; he did not do anything of the talking at all. 

Q. Now, did he not always want to be here in Washington when you 
and Dorsey were here f Did he not always try to arrange so as to 
come over here with you ? — A. He always did come. 

Q. And was always present with you when you had any conversa- 
tions with anybody abont these things ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Even to the point of seeing Clarvoe. Did he not want to go and 
see Clarvoe with you ? — A. He went to see Clarvoe, but Dorsey went 
with him when he was here that night, and the next day I went with him. 
Said I, "Carter, it is dangerous to speak to these people; I will go with 
you.'' But they went off into a private room and shut me off, and I 
didn't hear anything. There were two interviews. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Which one intimated that they wanted to be apart from you ; 
which one sought the private interview ! — A. Clarvoe went to Carter's 
house in Baltimore. He sent him a telegram, and then Carter came 
down here at night, Sunday night, I think it was, to the best of my 
knowlege, and Dorsey; and together they went to Clarvoe's house, but 
he was not at home, and they went back again, I think, about 12 o'clock 
at night, Sunday night, and then they saw him ; but the next day after 
I had come to see Mr. Foster and Mr. Ordway, Sergeantat-Arms, then 
I went back with Carter to see Clarvoe. 

Q. Then when you got there, which one wanted to be in private ? — A. 
Clarvoe invited him back, and they went back into the oflSce. 

A. Did there appear to be an understanding between them; were they 
friendly?— t A. O, yes; very friendly. Clarvoe knew me v6ry well, but 
he pretended that he didn't know me, and would not approach me. 
They had met before, and Clarvoe wanted to get at the bottom of this, 
he said, and he was willing to pay for information. I told hina, «* If 
Washington was a lump of gold, it ain't got enough to pay me for this." 

Q. Did you not think it was a little strange, his taking him in there! — 
A. I would not have done it to Carter. If Clarvoe could not have talked 
to me before Carter, he could not have talked at all. 

Q. What was their manner; as if they understood each other pretty 
well? — A. Well, yes; it showed that it was a concerted meeting. They 
went right off and went into the back room together as soon as we en- 
tered. Clarvoe asked me to sit down in the front ofl&ce. 

Q. What did Carter tell you had taken place when he came out? — A. 
He never told me a syllable. 

By Mr. Bass-.^ 
Q. Did you not ask him? — A. G, no; I did not. I thought he would 
certainly tell me, as we were going all to work on in the same case. 

By Mr. HuBBEix: 
Q. You supposed he would ofi'er to give you the information him- 
self? — A. Certainly, that he would give the conversation. I would hare 
given it to him if we had been working a case together. When 1 was 
working with an officer in the division I would have my diary and he 
could see it. 

The Chairman: 
Q. You had an understanding with him that you should ke^p a 
minute of this transaction? — A. No, sir; I only did that from being 
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twelve years in the secret service division, and being in the habit in all 
eases of setting down conversation, or the leading points, so that I could 
refresh my memory. * 

Q. You have known Olarvoe before, you say! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he go to your house when he went to Baltimore! — A. jSTo, sir; 
they did not come after me. 

Q. But he welut to Carter's house! — A. Yes, sir; and sent him a tele- 
graph dispatch, too, I believe. 

Q. Where and when was it that you first heard of the fact that Mr. 
Harrington's safe had been blown open! — A. I didn't hear anything 
about it until I saw it in the paper; that was on Saturday, to the best of 
my knowledge. 

Q. Then did you see Carter on that day! Did you see Carter after 
the safe was blown open before Saturday ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Before you saw the notice in the papers that Harrington's safe 
had been blown open in Washington, had you heard of the fact in any 
way that it had been done! — A. Not until I saw it in the paper. 

Q. So that that was your first information. Now, how soon after that 
did you see Carter ! — A. I think he came to my house on Sunday after- 
ward. 

Q. That was the next day after you had read it in the paper ! — A. Yes, 
sir ; I would not be positive, but I think he did. He came there. I was 
not home, and I went down to Dorsey's house and met him. 

Q. He left word for you to come to Dorsey's ! — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was on Sunday night after the safe had been blown. Did 
you three have an interview there then ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On that Sunday ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was anybody present ! — A. Nobody but us three. 

Q. How long did that interview last! — A. O, half an hour, or an hour,, 
perhaps. 

Q. What time of day was it! — A. In the afternoon; nearly about 4 
o'clock. 

Q. What was said at that interview! Give it as fully as you can. 
This was Sunday after the burglary, and the next day after it occurred ? 
—A. I think it was. He came Sunaay, but I cannot place it as exactly 
being the next Sunday. 

Q. It was the Sunday after you had first heard of the burglary by 
reading it in the papers! — A. Yes, sir. I don't think we met but two 
Sundays, and one we met and came down to Washington the next day, 
Monday. 

Q. That was it. Now, what was said at that interview ! — A. As near 
as I can recollect we talked over the blowing of the safe, and what a 
careless jo*b it was, and these parties standing out there, and who we 
thought was connected with it. 

Q. Now that is what we want. Give that. State what was said as near 
as you can. What ideas were expressed by you and Carter ! — A. Well, 
the expressions I cannot give now. 

Q. Well, give the substance of the ideas. — A. We thought in our 
conversation together that Hays was connected with Harrington and 
Clarvoe, and these parties were all in one and arranged the plan them- 
selves to blow this safe open. 

Q. Who made that suggestion, that Harrington and Clarvoe were 
together ! — A. I don't know Tvhich of us. It might have been Dorsey 
and it might have been me. 
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By the Chairman : 
Q. What was Carter's idea f — A. He thought they were into it, too. 
Q. Did he not suggest it? — A. I would not like to say positively. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. What is your impression as to who made that suggestion f — A. 
Well, from what occurred before, it might have been Mr. Carter. It 
might have been either one of us, but I think that Carter expressed 
himself that he thought that those parties were all into it. In fact we 
all three thought they were all into it ; all three of us. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Harrington, Clarvoe, and Hays! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the plan ? You had a meeting there that day and talked 
this thing over, of course. Had you a plan ; was there any plan agreed 
upon for future operations by Carter and yourself? — A. We agreed that 
Sunday morning to come to Washington on Monday morning. I don't 
know whether it was that exact Sunday afterward. Carter had been 
here seeing Mr. Alexander then, and notified us about Mr. Alexander, 
and then we made arrangements to come down here and meet him. 

Q. Did he at that time disclose to you that Hays had told him be- 
fore the burglary that it was to be Harrington's safe ? — A. He said that 
Hays had given him the whole thing; what was to be done, and all 
about it. 

Q. Did he say that Hays had told him who was in it! — A. N'o, sir. 
He always admitted to us that he got from Hays that Whitley and 
Nettleship were in it. 

Q. Was there anything else that Hays had given to him ? — A.. . He 
said that Hays had told him about Harrington. 

Q. What did he say that Hays had said about Harrington f — A. 
Well, he regarded this safe — there is where the whole thing was to be 
done. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. That Alexander was in it ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He did not say anything about Alexander? — A. No, sir; we un- 
derstood it that he was operating on Alexander, and that this whole thing 
was to go there ; that Alexander was to be the victim of it, as we un- 
derstood the workings of it. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Please give a description of Hays if you can. — A. He is about as 
tall as I am; I suppose he is five feet nine. He is dark complexion, 
pretty much of Creole color, black hair and black mustache, and a very 
dull, vicious eye. 

Q. Is he a heavy man ? — A. He is a man who weighs about one hun- 
dred and sixty pounds. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Is he a thick-set man *?— A. No ; he is about as tall as I am. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. Not a thick-set man ? — A. He is broader across the shoulders than 
I am. I weigh about one hundred and fifty-nine. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Was anything said on that Sunday about the circumstance that 
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Hays had escaped ! — ^A. We all came to theconclusion that Hays was 
the man — all three of us — that had got away that night. 

Q. I understand that ; but was anything said as to the peculiarity of 
his having escaped, as to its being singular, or as to there being any 
arrangement about it ; or any conversation on that subject ^ — A. O, 
DO, nothing except that Carter said that he knew exactly where to go 
and get him. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Where did he say that was I — ^A. He did not tell us. 

Q. Did he tell you that he thought Hays was here that night of the 
biu"glary ? — A. Yes, sir ; and, if I am not mistaken, he said that he was 
stopping over in Alexandria. 

Q. That is at the time of the burglary ? — A. He was to go, as he told 
us, under a fictitious name, and stop in Georgetown, and take a private 
room. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. But Carter said that he was stopping in Alexandria 1 — ^A. Yes, 
sir; he thought he was stopping in Alexandria. He did not say posi- 
tive. 

Walter Lennox sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where is your office ! — Answer. My office is in the same 
building with that of the district attorney of the United States. 

Q. What is your business! — A. I am a lawyer by profession, but I 
am not now practicing my profession. I occupy an office in common 
with Mr, Eichard Wallach, late mayor, for the transaction of my pri- 
vate business. 

Q. Can you throw any light upon this matter ^\flich we are now in- 
vestigating '? If so, please do so. — A. I was present at my office on 
the day preceding this burglary and explosion of the safe. For some 
time in infirm health, it is my habit to walk up and down the pavement 
during the morning and return to my office doorway, sitting down and 
resting, then resuming my walk so far as my health will permit. 
While sitting there the day preceding this burglary, Mr Harrington 
came up in a buggy with a gentleman not known to me l)y name, 
but with whose face I thought I was slightly familiar. Mr. Harrington 
got out of his buggy and rapidly advanced to the entrance of his 
office, having in his hand a book which I would call an account- 
book. He passed into his office, and while he was in the office I 
inquired of young Mr. Eichard Wallach, nephew of Mayor Eichard 
Wallach, who was that person in the buggy. I thought I had seen his 
face before. He said, '' Why, don't you know ^im ? That is Evans the 
contractor." That attracted my attention slightly, and I observed the 
features and appearance of the individual. Very soon after that, a few 
ininutes may be, Mr. Harrington came out of his office without the book 
which he had in his hand and joined M.. Evans, and they went off 
together in the buggy. That was the occurrence that came under my 
observation just the day preceding. I was not very well the morning 
loUowing and did not go up to my office sooner than about 10 o'clock, 
or quarter of 10. When I got there I found a group of persons assem- 
bled conversing upon the matter which had occurred, indulging in con- 
jectures, and gossip, and opinions, the common oi)inion, however, set- 
tWiJg down that it was not the work of the burglars, but that they were 
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instigated to do it by other parties, and speculations then were rife as 
to whether it belonged to this side or that, Mr. Harrington or the memori- 
alists, Mr. Alexander, if you please. They were debating that questiou 
with a great deal of earnestness. I listened to the speculations with a 
great deal of interest. I went up to my room, and Mr. Eichard Wal- 
lach and I entered into an earnest conversation upon the subject 
We debated pro and con the probabilities; we debated Mr. Alexan- 
der and his motives, and we debated the other side. As I was 
talking with Eichard on the subject, there flashed across my mind 
the recollection of what I had seen the day before. It made a 
profound impression upon my mind, so much so that I said to Mr. Wal- 
lach — I had mentioned to him what I had seen the day before — " Do not 
mention it, Eichard ; this may be a mere conjecture, a mere suspicion, an 
iflle and ambiguous circumstance j it will not do for you and 1 to utter 
it ; we will keep it to ourselves, if it is of any importance, at the proper 
time we may let it be known." So earnest was I in my convictions 
about the connection between the book that I had seen and the parties, 
that I went down stairs and saw young Mr. Wallach, and warned him 
not to open his mouth about the matter, and to keep it profoundly still 
until the time should arrive ; that when the time should arrive, if I 
thought it might shed any light upon the investigation, for I was satis- 
iied that there would have to be a very serious investigation into the 
matter, that I would let it be known, but until then it was not necessary. 
It might have been to the injury of honorable gentlemen, and it might 
have been to defeat the ends of justice; I determined to keep it myself 
until within a few days. 

Q. That is all you know about it? — A. That is all I knaw about it. 
I think if saw the book I could recognize it. 

Q. You might describe it, although we have the same testimony from 
others. — A. It was wrapped up in yellow covering. 

Q. An account-bdbk ? — A. An account-book, not of a large size, but 
what I should say was of medium size. But Mr. Evans was the gentle- 
man. I forgot to mention one circumstance in regard to identifying him. 
The next day, after the explosion had taken place, I was sitting at the 
doorway, many persons around, and Mr- George Gideon, with whom I 
have been acquainted from boyhood, came up and got out of a buggy 
with a gentleman. I recognized the gentleman who got out with him 
as the Mr. Evans — the party whom I had seen the day before. Those 
are all the facts that I have any knowledge of in connection with the 
matter. 

James A. MoDevitt sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. What is your occupation ? — Answer. I am a detective offi- 
cer of the Metropolitan Police. 

Q. Under Mr. Clarvoe ? — A. Yes, sir ; \u the same office with him. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in that business ? — A. I am the 
oldest detective there; that is, the oldest ofBcial. I have been iu the 
detective corps, in all, ptobably about twelve years, from eleven to 
twelve years may be. I have been altogether about from twelve to 
thirteen years in the force. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Downs ? — A. Do you mean from Baltimore ? 

Q. Yes. — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with him about a contemplated 
burglary 1 — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And safe-cracking f — A. No, sir: no safe-cracking 5 a robbery in 
this building or in the Treasury Department. 

Q. Just state what he told you, if you please. — A. It was at the cor- 
ner of Sixth street and Pennsylvania avenue, as near as I can come at 
it 5 it was about the 16th of April, I think, 1874. I was at Dubant's 
getting a little bird, or something for my wife^ who was sick, and met 
him there. He came up and spoke to me, stating that there was going 
to be a party brought here from New York to get papers in the Sanborn 
case ; to get them out of aVomniittee-room in the Sanborn case. I asked 
him what was the object, to the best of my recollection, and wbo was 
having tbis done. He said it was to save certain parties. I said, " Well, 
I don't want any burglary committed in this town 5 it makes no differ- 
ence to me whether it is private individuals or the United States 
Government that is trying to have this done; I want to be there 
when it is being done; I want to get the people.'' I says, "Who 
is bringing these people here*?" and, to the best of my recollection, 
he says, "A man on Whitley's force, by the name of Hays ; I think 
he said Michael Hayes. I asked him when they would come. He said, 
" If you will be at my house in Baltimore" — I understood him to say — 
" to-morrow afternoon at four o'clock, I will show you the people." I 
said to him, " I don't think it would be well for me to be there ; if the 
people show to you, why cannot you send me a telegram stating on 
what train they leave, and a description of them, and I will be on hand 
to see them when they get off the train, and will be on hand when they 
go to get the papers.'' He says, " Well, they are desperate people, and 
they mean to get these papers at all hazards : they are going to take 
life or get them." I told him that didn't make any difference to me ; 
that I would be there. He promised to telegraph me. I went to Mr. 
Clarvoe's in the evening, and met Major Bichards. They were both 
together, and I asked them if either of them heard of any one coming 
here to get any papers ; if there had been any information given that 
parties were coming here to get any papers. The major said no. I then 
turned to Mr. Clarvoe, and said, " John, have you heard of anything f 
fle said, " I have not." I said, '* I have been informed by a party that 
there are two men coming here from New York. They are going to get 
papers in a committee ropm in a Sanborn case ;" and Major Richards 
says to me, '^ You take Miller to morrow morning, and go to this com- 
mittee in the Sanborn case, and notify them of this fact." I said to the 
major, then, " The party has promised to telegraph me. I will wait and 
see if he does. If he don't, I won't have much confidence in the state- 
ment," and as he did not telegraph me, I did not pay any more atten- 
tion to it. I then came to the conclusion that he was what we may 
term standing me up there to have a conversation with me so that 
some other person could get a look at me, and it all passed off. I said 
no more, and cared no more about the statement until the safe-blowing 
occurred, and then I was asked by people on the street, one or two, I 
don't remember whom, '' Did you ever make any statement to your 
superior ofticers about this party coming here from New York to steal 
any \}i\ j urs or to break a safe open f I said, " Not to break a safe open ; 
I lUfUie a report to my sup ^rior officers in reference to a party coming 
here to steal papers in the Sanborn case." Downs's partner came to me, 
I'think last Sunday, and we got talking, and 1 was under the impression 
that I had stated in my morning report something of the conversation 
with Mr. Downs and myself, and I went to a bundle of papers and 
looked over them, and found in my report, I think of the 17th of April, 
where I returned to the pffice and made a statement to Major Eichards — 
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that is, I make my report to Chief Olarvoe every morning — about a 
supposed robbery of papers now in a committee. I supposed he had 
informed the committee abont it, and I was requested by the Sergeant 
at- Arms to bring my morning report with me. 

Q. Have you it with you! — A. Yes, sir; 1 will say to the committee 
that there are private matters there that I do not believe you want to 
know anything about. "Returned to the office and made a statement 
to Major Richards and yourself about a supposed robbery of the papers 

held by a committee which I had reported to me by " 1 left Downs out, 

because I did not propose to let Mr. Clarvoe know my business as to 
who gave me information. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you request of Mr. Olarvoe, or Richards, that if anything 
turned up you would like to be notified so that you could make the 
arrest? — A. I cannot swear positively as to that. I thought that 
would follow as matter of course. If I communicate to my superior 
officer, Mr. Clarvoe, that a party was coming here to rob a bank or rob 
a hotel, or to assassinate any one, and if he received a week, month, 
or three weeks afterward the same information, I would be the ofQ.cer 
called in to assist in that transaction. 

Q. Did this man Downs say anything to you at that time about Mr. 
Harrington ? — A. No, sir ; there was nothing said about Mr. Harrington 
to my knowledge. 

Q. Or Mr. Alexander ? — A. Nor Mr. Alexander. 

Q. Not a word said about them f — A. No, sir ; it was with reference 
to the Sanborn matter. 

Q. Did he mention the Sanborn matter ? — A. O, yes. 

Q. In terms'? — A. Yes, sir^ he said " Sanborn matter.'^ I paid no at- 
tention to the Sanborn matter, but I bought the New York Sun, or had 
Mr. Miller's New York Sun the same evening, and read a statement as 
to the committee, where they had certain matters before them — the 
Sanborn matter. 

Q. You are very certain that he mentioned the Sanborn matter 5 that 
is, that he called it by that name! — ^A. O, yes; I am positive about 
that. 

Q. He stated to you that they were to get some papers in the commit- 
tee-room of this committee? — A. He said in the committee-room. I 
asked him, "Where are those papers F "Well,'' he says, " they are 
either at the Capitol or at the Treasury Department." I said, "I 
would like to know where they are, because I will be on hand and pre- 
vent the parties.". 

Q. In the Sanborn matter? — A. Yes, sir; in the Sanborn matter. He 
stated to me that a man on Whitley's force was going to bring on people 
here. I asked him what was the object. He said it was to save certain 
people ; that there were papers there that could not come to light or did 
not want to come to light. That is all. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did he use the name Hays ? — A. I am very positive that be used 
the name of Michael Hays, of Whitley's force. 

Q. Do you recollect whether you communicated Hays's name to 
Clarvoe and the chief? — A. I don't know whether I did that or not. 'I 
paid no more attention to the matter. When I found that he did not 
keep his word in telegraphing to me, I came to the conclusion, as I told 

you, that he merely got into conversation with me that I don't know 

who— a thief or somebody else, standing off, might get a look at me. 
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Q. Did you know Downs ? — A. O, yes, for some years. He was for- 
merly in the detective bureau of the* Treasury Department — counter- 
feiting. 

By Mr. Hxjbbell: 

Q. Why would he want to have a thief look at you? — A. I don't 
know why he should. I did not say that he did. 

Q. What is the character of Downs ? — A. I don't know anything 
against his character. 

Q. But you are in the habit of accounting for everything that occurs 
iu some way. That is it, is it? — A. Do you want to know why I 
account for my judgment of standing me up ? 

Q. Yes. — A. I did not say that he did it. I say I formed that opinion. 
It might be done sometimes with people who want to get a look at a 
man. There might have been another detective-officer that wanted to 
get a look at me, or some respectable man. Some man may have gone 
to him and said, " Here, do you know McDevitt ?" 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Where were you the night of this safe-blowing? — A. Up to about 
eleven or half past eleven I was around in the city, and I went home 
and went to bed. 

Q. Had you any knowledge that this safe was to be blown ? — A. No, 
sir: if I had I would have been there. 

Q. Were you about your office that evening? — A. I was about there 
from 5 until 9 or 10 o'clock ; later maybe. It might have been half past 
10, coming in and going out again. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Clarvoe and Major Eichards that evening ? — A. 
I did not see Major Richards that whole evening. I saw Mr. Clarvoe in 
the early part of the evening. 

Q. Where did you see him ? — A. He was at the office. 

Q. Did you notice anything unusual going on about there? — A. Yes, 
sir; I noticed something. I had heard in the office that Mr. Harrington 
wanted to see Major Richards as soon as he came to the office, and that 
Clarvoe had already gone up to his office, and I thought there was some- 
thing going on, but 1 did not have any idea of a safe-blowing. It is no 
unusual matter for Mr. Harrington to send for Mr. Clarvoe this last 
month or so back, because they send to him in most all cases w here they 
waQt a man. 

Q. If there was any circumstance that particularly attracted your at- 
tention there, state to the committee what it was. — A. Nothing further 
than what I have stated, that I knew that Mr. Clarvoe had gone up 
there, and I heard in the office that Mr. Harrington wanted Major 
Richards as soon as he came in. I suppose the major has stated that ; 
that he was gent for by Harrington, or word left for him to come and 
see him. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. You wish to be understood that there was nothing unusual to at- 
tract your attention any more than that fact? — A. No, sir; they were 
ruuning around. They seemed to be anxious to get Major Eichards. 
That was all. I didn't know what it was, though. I had not any idea. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. No communication was made to you with regard to it ? — A. Noth- 
ing in the world before or after, except when 1 reported to the office 
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next morning the major told me that Mr. Harrington's safe had been 
blown open. 

Q. Were you given any instructions to go any place that night f — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Not sent on any duty that night t — A. No, sir. I was attending 
to the general run of duty. 

Q. If you know anything at all that will shed any light upon this mat- 
ter, we would like to have you state it. — A. Well,'it is just this way with 
me. I am perfectly willing to answer any question to the best of my 
ability. I don't know what the coilimittee want me to do. I might go 
on and say a good many things that would not enlighten them, and my 
idea of the matter might not be of any account. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know of any pai-ties coming to Mr. Clarvoe within two or 
three weeks of this robbery ; and, if so, whom ? — A. There are a great 
number of people coming to see him. I do not know what their business 
is. They are carried into a room. The board of police gave us, about 
five or six months ago, a small consultation-room, in order that persons 
coming in there could go in and communicate about a robbery or matters, 
without any of the clerks or anybody else overhearing the conversation, 
or when a lady came there not to have her sitting where, maybe, a crazy 
man or drunken prisoner might be brought in. 

Q. Have you ever noticed Mr. Williams about there? — A. Mr. Williams 
had beeu coming there and had seen Mr. Clarvoe, and had conversations 
with him. 

Q. That was how long a period before f — A. It was about two or three 
weeks; it might have beeu longer and might have been less time, 

O. D. Madge sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. State your position in the Treasury Department. — Answer. 
I am a special agent in the Treasury Department, designated as super- 
vising agent of the Treasury. 

Q. In charge of customs-service! — A. Yes, sir. My duties, however, 
carry me into more than customs-matters. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr, George Carter, of Baltimore f — A. 
I am. 

Q. How long have you known him ? — A. I have not known him more 
than a month to six weeks ^ I cannot tell exactly the date. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him at any time in relation to 
a proposed burglary ? — A. I had. 

Q. When was the first conversation I — A. The first conversation I had 
was on Monday, and it was the Monday subsequent to his, going before 
the Appropriation Committee or some members of it— Mr. Swann, I 
think. It was the Monday following that. He was sent to me, or 
brought to me rather, as the proper person of the Treasury Department 
before whom to lay the facts that he had. 

Q. Who brought him to you?— A. He came to me by Col. Frank E. 
Howe, of New York. I might as well relate a circumstance of that 
matter, perhaps. Mr. Carter told me that he did not know who to com- 
municate his facts to, but that he went to the Secretary's house and 
remained outside, in order to catch the Secretary when he came home 
from the office. He was afraid to communicate it to anybody else, for 
fear it might get into improper hands. He waited outside until' the 
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Secretary came, and I think Colonel Howe was with him ; stopped, per- 
haps, at the next door. He was with the Secretary. Colonel Howe 
brought him to my house, and he related his knowledge of what was 
going on. 

Q. State what he told you. — A. I believe his statement, as near as I 
cau remember, was this : That there was to be a safe broken open — one 
of the safes in the Treasury Department — for the purpose of obtaining 
l>apers that were in that safe ; or, rather, that they were going to set 
np a robbery to get papers out of there. They wanted papers that they 
could lay their hands on at any time and take them out, but they wanted 
to set up a robbery in order to cover up the fact that the papers had 
been taken and that they could never be recovered; that they were the 
original papers, anjd, consequently, if they were abstracted and taken 
away from the Treasury Department, the fact of the robbery coming 
ont, it would be impossible to traae those pai)ers. He stated that there 
were to be two men to commit the robbery ; that one of them was to be 
arrested with papers, and the other one was to get away with certain 
papers. The papers that he would take away were the papers that they 
wanted ont of the way ; they did not want those papers to be found. 

Q. Is that all he stated *? — A. That was the ground- work of it. There 
are some other matters. He told me how he got his information. He 
said that a Mr. Hays was employed by some person to break the safe; 
that Mr. Hays was employed by Mr. Nettleship, of Mr. Whitley's force; 
that he had worked something with Hays, or had been connected in 
some way with Hays, and knew the man well; and that, being con- 
nected with the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad,,he saw Hays here in the 
city, but Hays did not observe him ; and he thought he would pipe 
him, as he called it, to see what he was doing; that he watched him and 
fouDd that he was in connection with Nettleship ; that he had observed 
their meeting on two or three occasions, and that he overtook him on 
the street engaged in conversation with him; and that he took him 
over to bis house in Baltimore one night; and he told me that with one 
or two of his friends. He says, "We managed to get a good deal of 
whisky down him." Said he, " There ain't any use of one man tack- 
ling him, but we took him one at a time, and got him so that he would 
talk, I had him down at my house, and he told me all about what he 
]i\a8 doing ; that he was employed to break open a safe." He was labor- 
ing under the impression at that time that it was a safe in the Treasury 
Department, and that it was papers connected with the secret service 
which they wanted — false accounts. He said there were false vouchers 
in the accounts, and that they wanted to destroy those false vouchers, 
and intended to do it by a robbery of this kind. That was about the 
substance of the conversation. As soon as he told me that, I went down 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, and communicated what had occurred, 
and consulted with him as to what we had better do ; and we concluded 
We would put a watch on two safes in the Department — one on the 
secret service and one on the Solicitor's safe — which we did, and con- 
tinued that watch until the safe in the district attorney's office was 
robbed ; and from what he had told me I knew at once that it was the 
same robbery. 

Q. Did he mention to you in this conversation the name of Mr. Alex- 
ander ! — A. He did ; but not in the first conversation. 

Q. Did he mention the name of Mr. Harrington in the first conversa- 
tion !— A. He did not. 

Q. He mentioned neither name? — A. Neither name that I remember. 
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He might have done it, but I do not remember now that he did. I think 
1 would remember if he had. 

Q. What names did he mention ? — A. He did not mention any names 
except Mr. Hays, Nettleship, and Whitley. The other names that he 
mentioned were merely in connection with work that he had done pre- 
vious to that, and showed me letters from Supervisors Dutcher and 
Hawley, I believe. 

Q. That was to identify him? — A. Yes, sir; to show who he was, and 
that he was a reliable man. 

Q. Now, you had a subsequent conversation f — A. Yes, sir ; I had 
several. 

Q. When was the next conversation? — A. I cannot remember that 
exactly. 

Q. Was it before or after the safe-robbery burglary ? — A. It was be- 
fore. He came to my house. 

Q. The second time? — ^A. Yes, sir; the second time he came to my 
house, and told me that the parties were to go through to New York ; 
that Hays had informed him they were going through to get the burg- 
lars to brt^ak the safe; that they expected them through on Thursday. 

Q. What day was that? — A. That was the day before Thursday- 
Wednesday. It was on Monday that he first called at my house. It 
was on Wednesday that he again called at my house, or on Thursday— 
now, I am not certain which. I rather think it was Thursday. Come 
to think about it, it was thfe day of the robbery. He said they would 
come through that day. It was on Thursday. I am pretty confident 
of that now. It was tifie day of the night of the robbery. 

Q. He said they were to come through Baltimore that day ? — A. Yes, 
sir ; that was what Mr. Hays had informed him. 

Q. And he warned you ? — A. That was for my information, to know 
what was going on, I wanted him to keep me posted thoroughly on 
what was going on, that I might guard against any robbery of any Gov- 
ernment property ; that is what I was looking after, of course. 

Q. It may be of some importance to us to know whether that was 
really Wednesday or Thursday ? — A. I should say that that was Thurs- 
day now. I think it was from the fact that I remember, just after the 
robbery occurred, I said, " Now, he was very correct on that, because 
that robbery occurred that night." I did not know anything about the 
robbery until the next day in the Star, and it impressed me then that it 
was the same day of the robbery. I think that was it. 

Q. It was either that day or the day before ? — A. Yes, sir. It was 
between the Monday and the robbery. 

Q. The robbery was on Thursday night, was it ? — A. Yes, sir ; it was 
really Friday morning when they left the place. 

Q. What did he say to you that day in addition to what you have 
already related ; did he give you any further details, or circumstance^^, 
or information ? — A. Well, nothing of importance. There is nothing 
that I remember that has any beaiing at all in the case. We talked 
about the matter, but we merely went over again what we had known 
before. 

Q. He did not mention Harrington or Alexander to you ? — A. No, 
sir ; he never mentioned Mr. Harrington's name in any way at all to 
me. After the robbery occurred, he again visited my house, which I 
think was about the second day after the robbery ; I cannot say exactly ; 
I kept no memorandum of it. 

Q. What did he say then ? — A. Then we talked over the matter of 
this robbery, and J told him then that his information was very correct 
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on everything that he had given me with the exception that he had lo- 
cated the wrong safe ; that he had not got the safe right, but everything 
else was tight. 

Q. What did he say to that ? — A. Well, he was rather pleased to 
think that I was pleased with his work. 

Q. Did he say anything further to you then ? — A. No,sir; notanything 
further. I was thinking about that safe robbery myself, and what object 
there coukl have been for a robbery of that safe. It was a matter that did 
not concern me as soon as I found out that it was not one of the safes 
of the Treasury Department, and, as matter relating to the Government, 
I felt, of course, that it was none of my business, but having taken such 
a part in it, I was curious to know what the object of that safe robbery 
was ; it was something that I could not quite fathom. I made up niy 
mind that it was a set up job, of course, from the information that be 
had given me, and from the manner in which it was done. I went the 
next day through the office and looked, and I saw that it was not done 
by a professional burglar ; that is, I should judge it was not from the 
way they blew the doors down, and one thing or another. It did not 
look like a professional job at all. 

Q. What did Carter say about it ? — A. I questioned Carter particu- 
larly in regard to what Hays said to him. I told him I wanted him to 
tell me everything about it, so that I might know what had occurred. I 
asked him to name any persons that he had heard mentioned in any way 
in connection with that robbery, and he said then that Hays had told 
bim that there was a man — now I use his own language, as near as pos- 
sible — he says : " There is a man by the name of Alexander that was to 
be connected with it, that was to furnish the money '^ — that Hays so in- 
formed him — " that this man was to furnish the money.'' I said to him, 
"You have communicated something now that seems to be important. 
I think I can commence to see through this thing." It flashed across 
me then that Harrington, being the secretary of the District, and also 
district attorney, would be supposed by any person wanting to get hold 
of papers, to have any papers it was desired to select. I thought I saw 
the object. He also mentioned a man by the name of Whitney, that was 
an attorney in Baltimore. I asked him if he did not know his first name. 
He said he was a lawyer there of some reputation. " I have forgotten 
his first name, but I think I would know it." I said, " Is it Milton Whit- 
ney r He said, " That is the man. It was arranged with him that he 
should prove an alibi in case any of the parties were arrested in connec- 
tion with this matter ;" that is, he meant any of the men who were doing 
the work, such as Kettleship. He claimed that Nettleship was the man 
who was doing this work, and that Nettleship employed Hays, as Hays 
informed him. 

Q. Who had employed Whitney ? — A. He said that Whitney was con- 
nected with it in that way. I suppose the combination includ^'sd him, I 
knew the man ; he was a criminal lawyer there — a very able one. I knew 
his reputation ; but he is open to almost any kind of business. 

Q. He did not mention Harrington's name to you, then, in this conver- 
sation ? — A. No, sir 5 he did not mention Harrington's name at all in 
any way. I might say, however, in order to correct — that might lead to 
a wrong impression, because he gained his impressions by talking with 
Hays, and after consultation with men in Baltimore who had been 
Working with him, he wrote me a letter, which I gave back to him 

^gain, and stated that this man Alexander — that he was not right in 

saying that he was the man who was to furnish the money, but he was 
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a man who was to be connected with it. He wrote that letter to me to 
correct his own statement to me. 

Q. That is, he wrote that letter after he went back ? — A. He wrote 
that letter after he went back. He wrote me a short letter stating that 
he could not, after talking with those men 

Q. That is, with his companions in Baltimore^ — A. Yes, sir ; that he 
could not say that he was the man who was to furnish the money, bat 
that he was to be connected with it. That left it in a different shape. 

Q. How long after that was the letter written I — A. I think that it 
was written on the same evening or the next morning. It leached me 
within two days after the time that I saw him. 

Q. When was that last conversation ? — A. The last conversation was 
after the robbery of the safe. 

Q. *How long f — A. I cannot remember, but it was the same week. 
It was Saturday, I think. 

Q. You think the Saturday after the robbery? — A. I think it was 
Saturday. I am not positive about that. 

Q. It was either the next day or the second day? — A. Yes, sir; I 
think it was Saturday, although, as I say, I am not positive in regard 
to that. It might even have been Monday; but I do not think it was 
so late as that. 

Q. Is that all you know about it? — A. That is all the information 
that I have, I think, sir. 

By Mr. WiLSON : 

Q. Did you see Harrington and Carter together? — A. No, sir; I 
never did. 

Q. Did you know anything about any contemplated arrest of Mr. 
Alexander ? — A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. Was anything said on that subject in your presence by any one ?— 
A. I don't remember of anything or any conversation of that kind. I 
have heard the matter talked over a great deal by the parties, bat I 
do not remember anything of that kind. 

Q. Have you talked with Mr. Harrington on the subject ? — A. I have 
talked with Mr. Harrington on the subject on two or three occasions. 

Q. Was anything said between you and Mr. Harrington with regard 
to the arrest of Mr. Alexander? — A. The first conversation that was 
held was held by Colonel Howe, Governor Shepherd, Mr. Harrington, 
and myself. 

Q. Where was that? — A. At the Arlington Hotel. 

Q. How long after this burglary ? — A . It was on the Sunday follow- 
ing. 

Q. What was said there about arresting any man ? — A. It was spoken 
of there in regard to the safe-robbery. Mr. Harrington claimed that 
Mr. Alexander had set this matter up on him or on the board of public 
works, and they were trying to get the evidence to convict Mr. Alexan- 
der. They spoke of it in that way. He did not speak, of his arrest par- 
ticularly. 

By the OBAmMAN : 

Q. Was that after your conversation with Carter ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. After Carter had told you that Alexander was implicated ?— A. 
Yes, sir ; it was after that, because I communicated the fact to them. I 
have nothing to conceal before this committee. T might as well tell yoa 
the conversation that occurred. I supposed from the information that 
Mr. Carter gave me that, perhaps, being correct in all his other in- 
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formation, he was correct in that information as well, and 
Alexander might have had something to do with it. 1 neve 
Alexander to know him by sight. I do not know him at all. 
it was important to communicate the facts in my possession, s 
lead to results that might be favorable; and I did communi 
facts to Governor Shepherd and Mr. Harrington. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Where *? — A. That was at the Arlington Hotel. 

Q. Was there a meeting there for that purpose ? — ^A. I w 
them the night before, but failed to see Governor Shepherd, 
call upon him to lay the facts before him. I think the Friday 
robbery, I read of it in the Star, and, after doing so, made uf 
I would put on my overcoat and go down there and give the ir 
to Major Richards for his information. I went down the: 
Eichards was not in at that time. I went with Mr. Clarvoe 
Eichards and made my statement, and he said he would lik 
me see Mr. Harrington. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. What did you say to Major Richards f — A. I told him at 
and about how I got my information, using Carter's name. 

B3^ Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you give them Hays's name ? — A. I did. 1 do not 
first name. 

Q. Had you known Hays before ? — A. I never saw or hej 
man until Mr. Carter used his name. 

Q. Did you give a description of Hays ? — A. I could not. 

Q. I did not know but that you had had a description of 
^0, sir ; 1 had none. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. What did they say ? State fully about that interview.-r- 
municated the facts to them, and we talked the matter ov 
about how it occurred, and Harrington spoke about his anon 
ter that he had received. At first he said he thought it was i 
joke trying to be played off on him, and he paid very little a1 
it ; and afterward he thought it might be a matter for some 
tion, and he had better go down and consult with the police 
laid the matter before them, and they thought it would not dc 
to keep a watch on things, and they did so, and the result of i 
they captured the burglars, or one of them, rather. We talke 
ter over fully in regard to the circumstances of the robbery, 
was nothing, 1 believe, but what has been already stated tc 
mittee here, which 1 have seen published in the papers. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Was it at any time proposed by any of these parties t( 
Alexander arrested ? — A. 1 have heard Mr. Harrington say i 
evidence was completed — and he said that he did not hav 
enough yet, that it was not completed — they would take acti 
him of some kind. 

Q. When was that ? — A. I think that was within a week 
the robbery. I do not remember the dates. 

Q. Did they communicate to you the manner in which tl 
Was arrested ? — A. No, sir ; they did not. 

Q Did they give to you the circumstances under which this 
15 SB 
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done ! — A. No, sir. I did not know of it until I learned Incidentally that 
this man had been arrested at Mr. Alexander's house. They did not 
communicate that fact to me, that I remember of. 

Q. When you went down to give Richards and Olarvoe this inform«'i- 
tion, did they give you any of the circumstances attending this transac 
tionf — A. Yes, sir; they told me of the manner of the robbery — Mr. 
Clarvoe did, at least. I had but a very few minutes' conversation with 
Mr. Richards. He did not appear to care much about it, and thought 
it would be better to see Mr. Harrington. 

Q. You did see Mr. Harrington ? — A. Yes, sir. I saw him only for a 
moment. He came into the office with his wife ; he was going to the. 
theater, and I had no conversation with him that evening to amount to 
anything at all — not more than one minute's conversation. 

Q. Did you tell Mr. Harrington, after hearing the circumstances under 
which this thing was done, that it was useless to arrest Mr. Alexander; 
that this thing was too thin, or anything like that? — A. jS^o, sir; 1 never 
told him that. 

Q. What did you tell him ? — A. At that time I could not have told 
him that, even if 1 had thought so. I cannot tell you what I told him; 
that is, 1 cannot tell, as I do not remember the conversation that occurred. 
It was merely a general conversation in regard to the robbery. Of 
course there were some facts that I had learned in connection with the 
police force here — that is, the detective force of the city — about it, aud 
which I could make known. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Your first interview with Carter, I understand you to say, was in 
the same week that he was before the Committee on Appropriations!— 
A. No, sir; the Monday following. I am positive in regard to its being 
Monday. 

Q. Then that, was the next Monday preceding the date of the burg- 
lary? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You arc sure about that? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have not got it a week too late? — A. I could give you the ex- 
act date. If you want to know the exact date that he first visited the 
house, I can give it to you, from the fact that I saw a published state- 
ment in regard to what these men had stated before the committee iu 
the New York Graphic. I think it must have been in the Thursday 
issue that 1 saw that paper, and it must have been Tuesday or Wednes- 
day that they appeared before the committee; it might have beea 
Thursday, or even Friday, that they appeared, but it was the week 
before Mr. Carter came to see me. That Graphic account said that there 
were false vouchers of special agents of the Treasury Department that 
they were going to break a sate open in order to get out. 1 fix that date 
from this fact, that that statement of the Graphic reflected on the spe- 
cial agents of the Treasury Department, and I could not understand 
what it meant, and I went Sunday, when it was raining very hard, and 
visited Mr. Kellogg, Mr. Dawes the night before, Mr. Foster, and Mr. 
Cobb, of North Carolina, to find out something about what these parties 
had stated to the committee. The next day is the day that Mr. Carter 
came to see me, so that I fix the date from that; that it was the Monday 
following that statement. 

Q. Then that was the Monday next preceding the burglary? — A. Yes, 
air; but I think the date of that publication was the lltli, although I am 
not positive. 

Q. At that interview Carter gave you to understand that he had been 
watching Hays, and that Hays did not know it!— -A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. He did not in any way give you to understand that Hays and he 
had been companions ? — A. Yes, sir; he did. That was in some previous 
work that they had done. 

Q. I mean in reference to this. — A. No, sir ; nothing in regard to this. 
My impression of Mr. Carter was that he was a very reliable man. 

Q. And that he had been watching Hays without Hay&'s knowledge? 
—A. That he had been watching Hays, and Hays did not know that 
Carter was about, and Carter had seen him, and wanted to know what 
the man was doing. 

Q. Then, as you think, on the following Wednesday or Thursday you 
had the next interview, when he informed you that* the burglar was to 
be brought from New York? — A. Yes, sir; that the burglars were to 
pass through Baltimore. After going down to the police-headquarters 
I thought I would test another point somewhat in regard to Nettleship — 
as to what he told me about Nettleship being connected with it. He 
ihad stated that Nettleship was stopping at the Owen House. As I went 
up, going home, I stopped at the Owen House, and asked if Mr. Nettle- 
fihip was in. The clerk told me no ; he said, "Mr. Nettleship left yester- 
;day morning." That was the morning of the robbery. I think that was 
jthe remark that he made to me. However, the register of the hotel 
;«'ould show the date when he left, and that rather confirmed what 
JCarter had said about Nettleship being connected with it. I found that 
ie had been here a week or two and had left just at the time of the rob- 
bery ; I then thought that he was connected with it. 

I By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. You have a good deal of connection with Mr. Nettleship, have you 
not!— A. Ko, sir; I never saw the man in my life, that I know of. 1 ^ 
inew Colonel Whitley slightly ; J have met him two or three times. Our ' 
vork is entirely different. 

Q. You do network with Whitley or his force? — A. No, sir. The fact 
of the matter is, this being on the secret service, it would naturally come 
to me to look after anything that they might be doing. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
, Q. You would be looking after them ? — A. Yes, sir? 

By Mr. Stewart : 
■ Q. Have you looked it up at all to see whether they were in it ? — A 
I have not got to that; 1 am waiting until after this investigation is 
over. 

Q. We want to know that, sir ; that is what we are after. — A. I think 
lean find that out. I paid Mr. Carter for his services to me ; I told him 
that I wanted to know all about it, and of course I could not expect to 
employ a detective of that kind without- paying him ; I told him that I 
was through with this matter now. I knew that there was going to be 
an investigation about it; I felt certain about that, and I said, *' After, 
that investigation I want you to hold yourself subject to my orders, so 
that I can communicate with you, because I want to investigate whether 
or not there are false vouchers." I knew, and have inquired in New 
York, that there were four or five men in the customs connected 
with Whitley's force. Mr. Carter tells me that they have been drawing 
a salary for these inspectors and at the same time receiving pay in the 
secret-service force, and that these men make a division of that money, 
and that they have false vouchers ; that they know that there are false 
Poachers in their accounts; and I intended to investigate that 5 but 
things are in such a shape that I could not well do it. I knew quite 
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likely that there would be a change in the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
and when all these things occurred it would be the proper time for me 
to look it up, as all the original papers were there, and I could do it 
better then than now. I wanted to have Carter with me, however, as 
he knew something about their work in New York, and the men, and I 
think there is no doubt but what I can find out all about it. I intend to 
make that investigation as soon as I can. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. How much did you pay Mr. Carter? — ^A. I gave him a hundred 
dollars. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. When was that?— A. That was after the safe-robbery. I paid 
him for the services that he did for the Government, of course, whose 
interest I was looking after; and, as I say, I have not got through with 
that yet. 

The committee here adjourned. 



i 



Washington, D. C, Jum 15, 1874. 
Michael Hayes sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you know anything of the breaking open of a safe in 
Mr. Harrington's office in this city ? — Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. If so, state what you know in detail. — A. If the committee will 
* allow me to make an explanation in i;eference to an affidavit which 
this committee possesses — how it was got from me — I think it will 
expedite business more. 

Q. Make your statement in your own way. — A. I was approached in 
the city of New York on the 7th or 8th of May last by Mr. Nettleship, 
who told me that I was liable to be arrested, and that I had better come 
to his house and make arrangements to get out of it. I went to his 
house the following night, which was on Friday. He gave me the ad- 
dress of a gentleman living on Twenty-first street. No. 106 — I have 
the address here — by the name of Somerville. He told me that I would 
find him there at any time between 1 and 2 o'clock. He said, " All 
you have to do is to tell him you are the man I sent there.'' I went there 
the next day, and met Mr. Somerville, and he sat down and made out a 
statement. 1 objected to signing it, and I made arrangements to come 
and see him the following day. Previous to going to see him I went to 
a gentleman connected with the secret service, and got $200 from him. 

Q. Who was he? — A. Mr. Albert Kuntz. He told me that Mr. Net 
tleship gave him that $200 to give to me. I went to Somerville's house 
and signed the affidavit without reading it. 1 repudiate that deposition 
entirely ; I do not know what its contents are. Mr. Nettleship after- 
ward wanted me to make another deposition, but 1 refused to do it. 

On the 6th of April last I was fitting a house up in Koosevelt street, 
when I was approached by a man named Bart, who told me Colonel 
Whitley wanted me. I was on the opposite side of the street. He asked 
for me, and they referred him over to me. We conversed for a few mo- 
ments; he wanted to know what I was going to do with the house and 
the like. I then went to Bleecker street and saw Colonel Whitley. I 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 229 

went in the rear office. He crossed the floor and came to me aud said, 
**Mike, can't you go to Washington?'' I said, " Yes, if it is necessary." 
He said, *' Go there immediately, as soon as you can, and go to the Met- 
ropolitan Hotel ; you will see Nettleship there ; don't inquire for any- 
body." I said, *' All right." He said, '* What time can you go f I said 
that I didn't know as I could go before 9 o'clock that night. I left him 
there and made my arrangements accordingly. I had at the time a 
case of smuggling of bay-oil on hand, and I turned this over to another 
man, who keeps a store on Cherry street. I asked him if he wanted to 
take a job, as I had to go to Washington. He said yes. I had told 
this man who fetched me to Bleecker street that I would send a man 
about that case ; and the man, when he came, was to use a certain ex- 
pression, saying that I had sent him — ^' Mike sent you" — and if hecam* 
he would know that he was the man to deal with. 

Q. Before you go on any further I desire to put to you a few ques- 
tions. You understand that you are a voluntary witness? — A. Yes, 
sir ; I came all the way from Toronto to testify here. 

Q. You understand also that the committee has no power over you 
after you have testified here 5 that whatever maybe done is independent 
of them ? — A. That is what I understand. I expect to get into a fight 
over it. 

Q. Now, go on, Mr. Hayes, with your narrative. — A. That evening I 
look the cars for Washington. I arrived there Tuesday. I stopped 
over in Baltimore and saw Mr. Downs, that I knew there. He asked 
me where I was going. I said that 1 had been sent to Washington by 
Colonel Whitley to see Nettleship. He asked me if I had got an ap- 
pointment. I said no, but that I would not be fooled with any longer; 
that I had been dilly-dallying around the office long enough, and didn't* 
intend to work jinless I got an appointment. I arrived here on Tues- 
day, and followed instructions. I went to the Metropolitan Hotel. I 
did not see Nettleship ; could not find him. He had been registered 
there, and the book-keeper told me that he had left the morning after he 
had registered. I went to the telegraph-office, adjoining the Metropol- 
itan Hotel, and telegraphed to Whitley, at 3.45 p. m., " Can't find any- 
body; what shall 1 do?" 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Through what office did you telegraph ? — A. The telegraph'Office 
adjoining the Metropolitan Hotel, in the same building. 

Q. How did you sign it ? — A. I signed it in my own name — the only 
name I used here anywhere — Michael Hayes. While standing opposite 
the office, waiting for a replj^ — I had not registered at the hotel yet — I en- 
countered a man by the name of Kerr, whom I had known before. He ac- 
costed me, and wanted to know what I was doing there. I told him I 
had come on to see Nettleship. He asked me if I had seen him. I told 
him no ; that he was not there. He said he had seen him at Willard's. I 
went in his company to Willard's Hotel, and looked over the register, and 
found he was not registered there. I then went from Willard's to the 
Owen House, and found his name registered there. This was on Tues- 
day evening, about seven or eight o'clock. I asked the gentleman be- 
hind the desk for an envelope and a piece of paper, and wrote on the 
paper, " Will meet you at 9 a. m. in the morning. Michael Hayes," 
and put it in the envelope without sealing it, and directed it to J. O. 
Nettleship. In the morning 1 went to the hotel, and found Nettleship 
waiting for me at the door. He told me to follow him up stairs, 
but not to go right after him. I then followed him to his room, 
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np two flights of stairs. He drew his chair to me, and asked me 
to sit dowD, and went on asking me what I was doing. 1 told 
him what business I was doing; that I was in the sailor business. 
He said, "What is that worth to youP I said, "About $25 a 
week." He said, " Now, Mike, the colonel always felt well toward 
you. It is not our fault that you haven't got any appointment or steady 
work, but I have got something for you that will keep you employed 
while Colonel Whitley has got the division." I told him I was glad of 
it. He commenced talking supposititiously ; first mentioned Mr. Green-s 
name — Mr. Green of New York — and said " Suppose a man were to break 
in Mr. Green's safe anji get certain papers and deliver them to a man 
corner Chambers street and Broadway, and that man was to be ar- 
rested f I listened to him until he got through ; he spoke in that way 
all through. "Well," said I, "Nettleship, your language is rather am- 
biguous. Why don't you come to what you want?" " Well," says he, 
"Mike, I will write to the colonel, and will see you to-morrow about this 
time." 1 asked him if he had any money, as I had not got any from the 
colonel before I started. He gave me a fifty dollar note, which I put ia 
my pocket. He said, "Don't you fail to come up. I don't want any- 
body to see you come in, and you had better come up this evening after 
dark." I made an appointment with him for that same evening. He 
then gave me the address of a place on Ninth street. I have got it 
down here in my memorandum-book — No. 429 Ninth street. 

Q. W^hen did you put that down ? — A. At the time. He told me 
there was a German stopping there, and described the man to me. fle 
ij^aid he was a tall man, with long whiskers, and was always hackiug 
and coughing, and that I would know him in that way. He said, " Yon 
connect with him." I went accordingly to see this man, and it was 
raining that evening, and the man was standing at the door waiting for 
me. I went up to his room, conversed with him about half an hour, 
and made arrangements with him the following morning to go to a gen- 
tleman's house on Capitol avenue, I think it is. I have not been in 
Washington much ; but it is the street in rear of the Capitol. I went 
out there with him about ten or eleven o'clock the next morning. 
We waited there, and an old gentleman came along, and he said that 
was the man he wanted to see. I stepped back in the rear of this Ger- 
man, so that he could speak to him. (The only name I knew this Ger- 
man by was Gus. He lives in Newark, is intimately acquainted with Mr. 
Nettleship, and owns property there. I got this information from him.) 
I followed this German and the other man a little distance, down to the 
corner of the street. They stopped talking about seven or eight min- 
utes, when the German left. 1 followed my German friend down the 
street, and he told me that he had made an appointment to introduce 
me to this man on the following day. The next day, according to the 
agreement, I went down to the Marble saloon, on Pennsylvania avenue; 
but the gentleman did not keep his appointment. That was Friday. 

Q. Do you mean the old gentleman? — A. Yes, sir. I understood from 
the German that his name was Demaine. On Saturday the German 
came down again. He had connected with this man and made an 
appointment for 1 o'clock. I went there and was introduced as 
Mr. Butler to Mr. Demaine by the German. The German said, "This 
is the man I was telling you about; he will tell you all about those 
books." Mr. Demaine and I then had a conversation. I asked him 
how far this gentleman had informed him ; he said that he under- 
stood I knew where there was an original set of books. I told him 
yes, that I did. He said that he would not like to move in the matter 
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himself, but that he would talk the matter over with somebody. He 
mentioned Mr. Alexander's name. I had Mr. Alexander's and other 
parties' names given to me by Mr. JN^ettleship as a responsible gentleman 
whom I coukl touch on. I made an appointment with him for the next 
day, when he was to take me to Mr. Alexander's house. The next 
day I went up there with him, and he introduced me as Mr. Butler, 
who desired to have a private conversation wita him in reference to 
books. I said yes, that there were such things in existence. I didn't 
have them, but I knew where they were, and that it was possible to get 
them. During the conversation I mentioned cursorily that there would 
be a bttle pecuniary arrangement, a little consideration to be paid to 
get them. He said, " I wish you to understand emphatically that I do 
not want to have anything to do with buying any testimony." I said, 
" This is not buying it at all. You should be willing to put up what it 
costs to get the books here." He said, " Kot in that way. We have 
refused to pay any money to get testimony in that way. We have made 
that a point, and always refused it." He wanted J should tell him where 
I could get the books. I told him 1 could not tell him then, but 
that I would see him at 10 o'clock on Monday morning. He told 
loe what time he left his house, and what time he would be at the Cap- 
itol grounds. That night I went to Baltimore and staid with Mr. 
Downs, and was introduced to his partner on Sunday. I told him that 
I was working for Whitley ; that I was promised an appointment, and 
I said I was just going so far in the business to keep myself all right ; 
that I thought it was a mighty poor job. 1 remained at the Fountain 
House on Sunday night. I met Mr. Alexander according to appoiut- 
uient. Mr. ^ettleship had gone away and I could not see him in 
regard to this matter, so 1 told Mr. Alexander that I did not 
think I could get the books until the latter part of the week. That 
night the German and myself went down to watch the train 
coming in, as we expected Nettleship on the train. When he came we 
got into a hack and rode up to the Owen House. On the way up I told 
him my funds were getting short and that I wanted some money. I got 
$100 from him. When we got to the hotel I left him and went about 
my business. I was to go to New York that evening, but 1 went 
down to the Tremont House and took the train the next morning for 
Baltimore. I saw Downs and got a pistol and a shirt that I left there, 
and told him what progress I had made. 1 think 1 told him that 1 had 
a commission, as I was somewhat ashamed to tell him that I had gone 
to work without one. I went to New York and arrived there Wednes- 
day morning, and saw a man there by the name of Ferry whom I knew 
had been in the State's prison. I got acquainted with him while 1 was 
working at odd jobs. 1 proposed to him to do this job. He would not 
listen to me. He thought it would take two or three to do it, and said 
it would not pay. I then telegraphed to I. 0. Nettleship : " Parties 
won't sell for that amount of money." That same day 1 saw Mr. Kuntz 
and got $145 from him. 

Q. Who is Mr. Kuntz? — A. He is a clerk in the secret service. He 
told me that I had better go to Nettleship's house and see him. I said 
Nettleship was not there, as I had left him in Washington. He said 
that he was there. I went to Nettleship's house and found him, and he 
made an appointment with me to meet him in the Bowery the following 
morning. He said that it was all right; that he had got somebody else. 
He asked me how this man was that I had spoken to; if he would give 
him away. I said, " This man don't know anything about it ; but I 
spoke to him as if two partners wanted to steal the books from the 
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other." I^ettleship said then it was all riojlit. This was on Friday mora- 
ing. This conversation occurred in the Bowery. While I was leaving 
he said that I had better go to Washington and see Mr. Alexander. I 
told him that I would go, I did not go, however. I made an appointment 
to meet him at the Xewark depot on the following evening. I went to 
Elizabeth and caught the train to Newark and met him, as if I had just 
come from Washington. We went to his house in Newark, and he 
made arrangements that I should meet him on the Jersey City ferry- 
boat ; and he wanted me to notice particularly the man that would sit 
alongside of him. I was not to talk to him ; but just take stock of him, 
pipe him off. I met him as he appointed, and noticed that there 
was sitting beside him a very stout, heav^^-built man, quite as 
tall a man as that gentleman, [pointing to Senator Stewart,] and a 
great deal heavier. I spoke to Mr. Nettleship, and took a good look 
at the stout man that sat alongside of him. Nettleship told me to 
meet him at the district attorney's office at Newark. I did so, and he 
told me to go to the corner of Twenty-first street and Fifth avenue at 
10 O'clock the following morning; that I should see this man there and 
make arrangements to go to Washington. This man was introduced to 
me as Williamson. I did so accordingly. I had instructions from Mr. 
Nettleship what to tell him and how to post him. I did not follow out 
Mr. Nettleship's instructions. I merely asked him when he was ready 
to go 5 he asked me when 1 was going. I said I was going that night. 
He said he could not go till the next day night; that he could not get 
his things ready before then. I made an appointment to meet him in 
Washington at Kussell & Leonard's Marble saloon on the avenue, at the 
foot of l!^ inth street. When I got to Washington I met Mr. Nettleshi[>, 
and told him how things were going on. He said that I had better take 
this man down to the district attorney's office and show him the locality. 
I accordingly did so, and spent the whole evening taking them to Mr. 
Alexander's house and the district attorney's office. 

Q. Were there more than one with you ? — A. Yes, there were two 
men came on. When I saw these two men, I asked Nettleship how 
that was. He said that was all right; that the other man was just as 
solid as I am. This other man was a tall man, over six feet, and with 
no beard. He told me that it was all right ; that he had told the colonel 
all about it, and that he was satisfied. This conversation occurred on 
Wednesday morning. The next day I went to Harrington's office, as I 
was told to do by Nettleship. Mr. Harrington was described to me. 
He said "You will find two gentlemen there; one a stout gentleman with 
a mustache, good-looking, smart fellow, the two about the same size; 
but ask for Mr. Harrington and don't tell anybody your business." I 
went in there and saw him. I asked for Mr. Harrington. He told me 
to go into the rear office. There were folding doors between the two 
rooms. I went in and closed the door after me. 1 suppose I was in 
there about five minutes when Mr. Harrington came in, and I 
commenced speaking to him in reference to some counterfeit money. 
He said that I had better go to the Treasury Department. I said 
that I knew that ; but I thought he might give me some help. I asked 
him when I could see him again, and he said about 1 o'clock the next 
day, afternoon. I had instructions from Nettleship to bring this big man 
around to see Harrington, not the man whom I understand is arrested. 
I did so the following afternoon, and the same operation was gone 
through with. We both went into the back office. The moment this man 
got there he went for the safe. The door was opened and he examined 
it. He just got through when Harrington came in. I talked to Har 
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rington about this counterfeit-money business, and then we left. I had an 
appointment to meet Mr. Nettleship that evening at half past 6, nnd this 
man Williamson at 7. I left this man at half past 7, knowing that the bur- 
glary was to be committed that night. I took the 9 o'clock train for New 
York, and got there Friday morning, and saw Nettleship on Saturday, 
and saw him again on Monday, and he gave me a hundred dollars, and 
be told me to go away. I staid about for a few days and then went to 
Providence. I remained in Providence part of a day, and then went to 
Taunton. Eemained there a couple of days, and then went to Fall River, 
and arrived in New York on Saturday morning. I remained about my 
house for a few days, Nettleship supposing I was still away. On Wednes- 
day Kuntz came to my house. Ipretended I had just arrived. He said the 
matter was all right, and Nettleship wanted to see me. I asked him to 
make an appointment, and he made an appointment in a bar-room where 
I had seen Nettleship before. This was toward the latter end of the 
month. I went to the bar room, and Kuntz and Nettleship came in. I was 
sitting way back in the rear ; it was a long bar-room. Nettleship came up 
to me where I was sitting and said to me, " Go to the corner of Bond and 
Bowery ; there is a hack standing there ; get into it." I went there, and 
found the hack, and the hackman sitting on his box. I was going to ask 
him where he was going to, when I saw Nettleship inside. I jumped into 
the hack, and he said, " Drive up town ; drive leisurely." Nettleship 
then told me what all the chances were to be arrested; that I had 
better make myself scarce; that I had better make some arrangement 
to go away. I asked him if that was all he wanted to tell me, 
for I knew that before. He said he wanted to see me the following 
evening. I went to his house the next night, and took a man with me 
to watch and pipe us off. Nettleship came out, and we walked as far 
as the avenue. Nettleship told me to go to Somerville's, in Twenty-first 
street. I went there, and Somerville wanted me to sign this affidavit. 
I didn't sign it at first, but after I got the $200 I signed it. I signed it 
with instructions to leave im mediately for Canada. Nettleship suggested 
the place, Toronto. I did not go away till Sunday evening, although they 
thought I had. I reached there on the 11th. The following week I 
dropped a note to Mr. Nettleship, and told him that it was all right, 
that I had arrived safe. On Thursday or Friday, I think, I got a tele- 
gram that he would be there, and afterward I got a letter from him to the 
same effect. 

Q. Let us see the telegram. — A.. Here it is. I have a number of 
telegrams I have received from him. When we were in the Ku-Klux 
business together he had all his letters directed to J. P. Shaw, and he 
instructed me to send letters to the same name, 56 Bleecker street. The 
telegram reads: *'Will be in Toronto Friday evening or Saturday 
morning; look put for me. Mrs. Shaw." 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. When did he come? — A. He came Saturday. 
By the Chairman : 

Q. Is this letter in Nettleship's handwriting? — A. Yes, sir; I think 
it is. He proposed to me to make an affidavit about the matter. I 
thought I had made one affidavit too many, and I told him he would 
have to give me until to-morrow morning to consider about this matter. 
I told him I would be about the telegraph-office the next morning. I 
went there according to appointK[ient, and told him that I could not do 
it. He said that he was sorry ; that he had settled his bill at the hotel, 
and it looked bad for him to take the back track. He said that Mr, 
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Newcomb would be there the latter part of next week ; that I had bet- 
ter mabe up my mind to carry it through by the time he came. The 
following week Mr. Newcomb came there and stopped at the same hotel 
and registered bis name as Bowman. I saw him there; he showed raea 
letter he bad received from Colonel Whiteley, who requested him to 
get an affidavit from me. I told him that I had made one 
affidavit already and would not make any more. He appeared to be 
ignorant of the fact of my making any affidavit. He said, '• I guess 
the colonel don't know it." I said that he should know it, as I gave it 
to Mr. Somerville. He went to the telegraph-office and telegraphed 
Colonel Whitley that he had seen me, and that I had already made an 
affidavit. This was in the evening. The following forenoon, about 
11 o'clock, I went to the telegraph-office with him, and he received 
a reply from Colonel Whitley to take the first train back. Things 
went along toward the first of the month, and I wrote on that I wa« 
not receiving any money; and I got an answer back that they had sent 
some the previous Friday. " I have sent on Friday night. Write me 
where you are going." I had told him in the letter that I was gc>ing to 
leave Toronto. I left Toronto Wednesday morning. This is about all 
I know. Of course there are more details that I could give. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. The time you were here last, the night of the burglary, whom did 
you leave in charge of the business ? — A. Both these men. 

Q. Who are they"? — A. One of them, I believe, was incarcerated. I 
believe he is registered under the name of Benton. 

Q. Who was the other ? — A. Mr. Nettleship called him Mr. William- 
son. He told me he had him pardoned out of State prison. 

Q. After you came back from New York, did you see Mr. Alexan- 
der ? — A. Yf s, sir ; I took this man to him. 

Q. Which did you take ? — A. The long one. 

Q. The one in jail ? — A. I presume it is 5 it is a long man, without 
beard. 

Q. What occurred between you and Alexander? — A. I told him that 
this would be the man who would give him the books. 

Q. Where were you when you told him that ? — A. In his house, in 
the hall up stairs; he had some persons in his office in the basement; 
and he told me to go upstairs. 

Q. Anything said about payment?— A. There was; yes, sir; I said, "I 
suppose it will be all right, if he brings you the books?" He said, 
" Just what I said before ; I will do no more." 

Q. Did you tell Benton what he said ? — A. No, sir. I heard this man 
Williamson tell Benton the affidavit he was to make, and tell him that 
he would not be incarcerated over two weeks; that he would be out on 
bail. 

Q. Who told him that ? — A. The man Williamson whom I connected 
with. 

Q. Heard him tell Benton what?— -A. Told him the affidavit he was 
to make; that he must not be too anxious to give us away. 

Q. Give what away? — A. Telling who sent him after the books. 

Q. What wa3 the object in taking him to Alexander's house ? — A. It 
was so that he should know Alexander so as to deliver the books to 
him. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. What kind of a looking man is Mr. Williamson? — A. He is a 
man nearly two hundred i^ouuds weight — a large, burly-headed man. 
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He looks like a judge we have in New York, Judge Leonard; he re- 
sembles him very nuich. 

Q. How was he dressed ? — A. He was dressed in a sack-coat, one of 
tbe old-time ones, with big pockets in it ; one of his arms appeared to 
be stiff. 

Q. Did he bear any resemblance to you ? — A. No ; he was as big 
a^ain as 1 am. 

Q. No one would be likely to mistake him for you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did not you commit that burglary ? — A. No, sir ; I was on my way 
to New York. I can prove that I was in New York the following morn- 

Q. How many times did you go to the office that night? — A. I was 
uot in the office at all. 

Q. The night before, then? — A. I was not in the office in the night ; I 
was there in the day. 

Q. What did you say about showing the people the office? — A. I 
showed them the locality. I spent up to about half past ten the first 
evening, Wednesday evening, passing between Alexander's house and 
the district attorney's office. We passed two or three times. 

Q. Who with? — A. W^ith these two men. 

Q. How many times did you pass ? — A. I am satisfied we went there 
twice. 

Q. Which way did you go ? — A. Up along the park from the district 
attoruey's office, down one of those streets to Mr. Alexander's house. 

Q. Where did he live? — A. I don't know where it is. It is above Ninth 
street. 

Q. What kind of a looking house is it ? — A. A brick house with a 
high stoop. 

Q. What made you pass two or three times between those two places? 
—A. This man wanted to know the house, so that he would not make 
any mistake. 

Q. Which one? — A. The one who was going to take the things away? 
—A. What was the other one to do? — A. He was to get away; it was 
understood so. 

. Q. Who was that understood with ? — A. Between Nettleship and 
Colonel Whitley. He said Colonel Whitley understood all about it, 
and he was satisfied with it. 

Q. Where were they to get the powder ? — A. He told me he was going 
to use glycerine. 

Q. Where were the burglar's tools to come from? — A. I suppose he 
had them. 

Q. Who had them ? — A. The man I saw in New York — Williamson. 

Q. When and where did you see Williamson in New York ? — A. I 
saw him in the vicinity of the Marble saloon, at the foot of Ninth street, 
near the Opera house. 

Q. What day was that ? — A. That was on Wednesday evening at 7 
o'clock. 

Q. Where was Williams stopping ? — A. He told me he was stopping 
at Willard's. 

Q. Where were you stopping that night? — A. That night I was stop- 
ping at the Tremont House. 

Q. By what name ? — A. My own name, Michael Hayes. 

Q. Kegistered by that name ? — A. Yes, sir ; that was the only name 
I used in Washington. 

Q. What conversation occurred between you and Williamson that 
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night ? — A. He wanted to see Nettleship about bringing this other man 
on. 

Q. This is on Wednesday night 5 the night before the burglary ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. What else was said ? — A. I had been up to the Owen House to sec 
Mr. Nettleship, and I met this man afterward, and we went toward 
the district attorney's office, as I have said. 

Q. Have you seen Williamson since f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Don't know where he is? — A. I have seen a statement in the papers 
of a burglary at West Point. The man described is very much like 
Williamson. 

Q. Don't know where he lives ? — A. No, sir ; haven't seen him since. 

Q. Don't know whether his name is Williamson? — A. I do not. 

Q. Who is this German? — A. He appeared to me, by his conversation 
with him, to be very well acquainted with Nettleship. He resides in 
Newark, and has got some property there. He has been working for the 
secret-service division ; so he stated to me. 

Q. Where did you see him first? — A. I saw him at his room on Ninth 
street, over a store. He had a furnished room. 

Q. Was Carter in Washiugton with you? — A. I saw Carter the day 
I arrived here. 

Q. Was he here more than once with you? — A. I went to Baltimore 
with him that night. 

Q. Was he here after that with vou ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Wheu?— A. The following day, I think. 

Q. What were you and he doing together? — A. We were not together. 
He was piping me connecting with Nettleship. He was on one side of 
Pennsylvania avenue, and I had an appointment with Nettleship on the 
tier. He was watching me. 

Q. You know that he was watching? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was arranged that he should watch you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who pointed out Alexander's house to you the first time? — A. Mr. 
Demaine took me there. 

Q. How happened you to know anything about Mr. Demaine? — A. I 
got it from Nettleship and this German. 

Q, What did you get from Nettleship about Demaine? — A. He thought 
he would introduce me to Mr. Alexander. 

Q. What was that for? — A. For the purpose of delivering these 
books to him. 

Q. What books were they ? — A. The books, as I understood from 
Mr. Nettleship, were in the safe in the district attorney's office. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Clarvoe ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you meet any other person here that you knew ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whom did you meet? — A. A gentleman by the name of Boyle, 
whom I knew in New Orleans some time ago. 

Q. Anybody else that you remember ? — A. I think not, except Mr. 
Nettleship, that I had known before. I met United States Commis- 
sioner Duncan, of New York, here. 

Q. Where did you see him ? — A. Opposite the Treasury building the 
morning after I arrived here. I was following up Mr. Nettleship. 

Q. The morning after you arrived the first time? — A. Yes, sir 5 I fol- 
lowed him up to the Treasury and met Mr. Duncan. 

Q. Did you get any information from Mr. Nettleship as to why this 
thing was to be done ? — A. The view that Mr. Nettleship took of it was 
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langbable, that it was a good thing; that it was more of a joke thau 
anything else. 

Q. Joke on whom 1 — A. On Mr. Alexander. He mentioned his name 
frequently. 

Q. Did he tell you the purpose for which it was to be done T — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Did any letters passbetween you and Nettleship!^ A. None except 
those I have here and these telegrams. 

Q. I mean while you were here? — A. Yes, sir ; I wrote him a note in 
tbe Owen House. 

Q. Anything else ? — A. I sent him a telegram from New York to the 
Owen House. 

Q. Anything while you were here? — A. No, sir; not while I was 
here ; I never wrote him any notes here. 

Q. Who was it that told this man what kind of an affidavit he should 
make ? — A. Williamson ; this man who was with me. • 

Q. Were you frequently together at that time ? — ^A. We were. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Here in Washington? — A. Yes, sir; I saw only one man in New 
York ; I didn't see the other. 

Q. The first time you took Benton to Harrington's office ? — A. No, 
sir; I didn't take him there ; I took the stout man there. 

Q. You took him twice?— A. No, sir; the first time I went alone. 

Q. And then you took this stout man ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How soon was that before the burglary was committed ? — A. That 
was Thursday, I think — the same day. 

Q. The burglary took place that night? — A. Yes, sir; because they did 
Dot arrive here until Wednesday evening. 

Q. Did you say you knew this German ? — A. I never saw him until I 
connected with him here according to instructions. I had a description 
of bim. 

Q. Did you know where he resided ? — A. I knew where he was stay- 
ing. Nettleship gave me his address, and I went there. He was stand- 
ing at the door. I approached him and spoke to him, and he asked me 
up-stairs. 

Q. What was his name ? — A. They called him Gus ; but that wasn't 
his name, because, at a restaurant on Ninth street, they called him 
Miller. 

Q. He introduced you to Deniaine ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you play off on Demaine first? — A. Yes, sir, I did; I asked the 
Grerman how far he had gone with him. 

Q. Did you profess ignorance with Mr. Demaine first? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But finally you told him you knew where the papers were, or that 
you knew a man who did ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you tell him where they were ? — A. I did not. 

Q. At any of the interviews ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you tell Mr. Alexander whete they were ? — A. Yes, sir. Mr. 
Alexander asked me if they were in the city ; I said 1 presumed not, but 
that I would find out. This was on Saturday, and I was to give him an 
answer on Monday. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. Do you know that Carter was trying to find you ? — A. I do, sir. 
I was in Toronto when he was in New York looking for me. 
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By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Wben you first came were you informed what was to be done, and 
if so, from whom did you get that information ! — A. From Mr. Nettle- 
ship. 

Q. What were you informed was to be done ? — A. When I first came 
he commenced talking about breaking open Mr. Green's safe, in New 
York. 

Q. That was a general remark. When you brought him down to bus- 
iness, did he give you information as to what was to be done If — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. What did he tell you ? — A. He asked me if I knew where the dis- 
trict attorney's office was ; I said, '* Yes." He said, " That's the place." 

By Mr, Hamilton : 

Q. What place? — A. The place that was to be worked in the manner 

'he was referring to in his ambiguous talk about Mr. Green's safe in New 

York. He requested me to go over and get this man. The man wouldn't 

come, according to appointment, and Mr. Nettleship went up and the 

following week this man came. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How did you happen to go to Demaine ? — A. The German took me 
there. The German said he had been there three weeks following this 
man around. 

Q. Did you get any information as to what was to be done with what 
was taken from the safe ? — A. Yes, sir; taken to Mr. Alexander's house. 

Q. From whom did you get that information f — ^A. From Mr. Nettle- 
ship. 

Q. If you know anything at all further about this matter, please state 
it. — ^A. That is about as near as I can get to it. Those are facts what 
really occurred. I was sent here. I connected with some parties here. 
Mr. Nettleship told me in Toronto what he testified to before this com- 
mittee and all about it. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. What did he want you to testify to ? — A. He wanted me to impli- 
cate Carter and have him locked up. He stated that they had a man 
in New York who was arrested for burglary, and^they would enter a nol 
pros, in the district attorney's office in consideration that he should come 
here and acknowledge that he was the man that escaped that night. 
He further stated that he had this German who would swear that he 
had seen Carter and this man together, and that he had an ex officer of 
the division who would swear that Carter asked him to go over and do the 
job, and all he required was my testimony and he could put Carter 
where this man was and get the other man out. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Was any statement made to you by anybody as to what was to 
be done there that night the safe was to be blown open *? — A. The only 
statement that anybody made to me was by Mr. Nettleship, as to what 
was to be done with the contents. There was a statement about a book- 
case that was likewise to be broken open, and the contents scattered 
about the place, and not to leave anything in the safe, particularly 
anything with Evans's name on, but to gobble up everything, and 
take them to Alexander's house, according to the programme that was 
arranged before. 
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Q. Was there any understandiog that Mr. Harrington was to be 
arrested ? — A. I only inferred that. 

Q. Was there anything said about it? — A. No, sir 5 not to my 
recollection. 

Q. How were these men who did this job to be paid? — A. I was to 
ofter $1,000 to another man, who proposed to do it. 

Q. Who was to furnish the money I — A. The man was to get it when 
he came here. 

Q. Did he get it? — A. The man told me that he had his money. 

Q. Was there any understanding here that you know anything about, 
or which you had any information of, as to the manner in which the 
party was to get his money ? — A. The first understanding in reference 
to the money, the man was to get $100 when he came here. 

Q. From whom ? — ^A. The first arrangement he was to get it from 
me. 

Q. Who was to give it to you ? — ^A. Nettleship. 

Q. You say the parties were to have $1,000 ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was to furnish the money ? — A. It was not mentioned who 
was to furnish the money. I only inferred that Nettleship was to give 
it to me. But the first arrangement fell through. The man I looked 
for in New York would not come, and this man came. 

Q. Was there no negotiation or understanding where this money was 
to come from only your inference that Nettleship was to furnish it? — 
A. Yes, sir. I signed vouchers for only $209.50 for the months of 
March and April. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You did sign vouchers?— A. Yes, sir, for $209.50. 

Q. Gave them to whom? — A. To Mr. Nettleship back again; he 
gave them to me in an envelope to sign ; I signed them and gave them 
back. 

Q. Did you get the money ? — A. Yes, sir ; I got $200 afterward when 
they sent me to Canada. I got more than that altogether. 

Q. What were the vouchers for ? — A. They were blank vouchers for 
services rendered in the Treasury Department. 

Q. What were the services rendered? — A. That was left blank; it 
^as not tilled up. He told me to sign the blanks. He gave my name 
as William Hines. 

Q. What was that for ? — A. For services in coming here. 

Q. You signed it by the name of Hines ? — ^A. Yes, sir ; he suggested 
that. When I was in the Ku-Klux I assumed the name of Hudson. He 
said I had better take some other name besides my own, and I sug- 
gested the name of Hudson. He said that was too common a name, 
aud he suggested the name of Hines. 

Q. Were you standing opposite the district attorney's of&ce the night 
this burglary was committed? — A. No, sir; I was not there after dark 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

i>J3' Did Nettleship know that you were coming here to testify? — A. 
iiatV sir. 

ok-fc. Where does he think you are now ? — A. I saw him Saturday night 
t* last time. He thinks 1 left New York again. I met Mr. Kuntz on 
riffle street on Friday, and he told me Nettleship wanted to see me. 

Q. Why didn't you come here and testify before ? — ^A. I didn't want to 
jbe locked up. 
I Q. Has anybody promised you that you would not be locked up if 

ovi came here and testified? — ^A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Who! — A. Downs. I wrote him to that effect from Canada. I 
told him that 1 was willing to go before the committee and testify pro- 
vided 1 would not be molested. He said the committee would not mo- 
lest me. 

Q. How was he going to protect you ? — A. That I don't know. 

Q. This committee never instructed anybody to give you a safe con- 
duct here, for it has no authority.— i^. If that is the case I wish you had 
dispensed with my services. 

[The following is. the letter alluded to by the witness:] 

Baltimore, May 30, 1874. 
Dear Sir : I saw some of the committee last nigbt in Washington. They say come, 
and no evidence given by you before the committee can be used against you. No dan- 
ger of your being arrested by the committee. I can tell yon what is preferable— not 
to write. Come to my store, and I will go with you to Washington. 
Truly yours, 

J. ^. DOWNS. 
Michael Hayes. 

[Mr. Harrington was here called into the committee-room, and the 
)stance of the witness's testimony, so far as it mentioned his name, 
having been stated to him, he was asked by the chairman if he. desired 
to make any statement.] 

Mr. Harrington. Two or three days before this occurrence in ray 
office, a man came in answering somewhat to the description of this 
gentleman, Hayes, if that is his name, and said that he knew where 
there was some counterfeiting going on in West Virginia. My response 
was that that was entirely out of my jurisdiction, and I had nothing 
whatsoever to do with it, and that if he had any information to give he 
had better go to the Treasury Department. JEIe went away, and the 
next day or the day after the same man came in with another j I think 
it was at the noon adjournment of this committee, and I was sitting in 
the office talking to Mr. Evans, and, I think, Mr. Riddle and Mr. O. S. B. 
Wall. They were there proceeding against the Republican news|)aper 
for libel against Mr. Wall. They passed through the front office into niy 
back office. 1 went in there, and this man said the Treasury Department 
had nothing to do with the matter. 1 said it did not fall within my juris- 
diction, and that I would have nothing to do with it, and the interview 
ended. ' If this is the person who was there, Mr. Riddle or Mr. Evans 
will be able to identify him, because they were in the front office when 
these men came. 

The Witness. That is correct. 

Mr. Harrington, [to the witness.] Did you ever see me before thatt' 

The Witness. No, sir. Never before or since. 

Mr. Harrington. When this man went out, Mr. Evans said, *'That 
man looks like a detective." I paid yes; that he wanted to turn up some 
case in West Virginia. I desire to state to this committee, under the 
obligations of an oath, and before my Maker, that there is no arrange- 
ment between myself and any man about this matter. If there is any 
statement or implication in this man's testimony, or anybody's else, to 
that effect, it is absolutely untrue. 

By Mr. Bass, [to the witness:] 

Q. You were asked the question, who you were doing this thing for, 
and you said you had your inference?— A. 1 only put in vouchers for 
$209.50. 

Mr. Harrington. Did you have any inference at all, or any commu- 
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nication, either directly or indirectly, that I was to furnish any of this 
money or had any knowledge of itf — A. No, sir; I do not state that. 

Q. And you do not think sof — A. I do not state so. I do not know 
where the money came from. 

Q. Did you ever see me before that interview! — A. No, sir. I knew 
you froQi the description. 

By Mr. Bass: , f 

Q. Have you changed your beard lately? — A. No, sir; I have never 
shaved my upper lip. 

By Mr. Harrington: 

Q. Were you one of the parties that night f — A. I was on the train 
that uight. 

Q. You do know this man Williamson ? — A. I saw him in New York. 

Q. You don't know where he is now ? — A. No, sir. 

Mr. Hamilton, [to Mr. Harrington.] I don't think that man meets the 
description that Kichards gave to me of the man. I had the idea that 
one was a tall man and the other a shorter man. The tall man you 
have in jail. 

The Witness. That other man weighs 200 pounds; I weigh 140. 

Mr. Harrington. I desire to say a word in regard to that portion of 
Major Kichards's testimony in which he says that I told him the party 
were going to Alexander's house. It was a mistake, I suppose, on Major 
Richards's part; and if I had ten minutes' conversation with him, I 
think I could make him understand that he was mistaken. I do not 
think I used Alexander's name at all, except to say that if the memorial- 
ists were in it, I looked upon Alexander as the head of it. I had not 
the faintest suspicion that this man was going to Alexander's house 5 
and when he did go there that shook my faith in the matter. 

By Mr. Bass, [to Mr. Harrington :] 

Q. There is one question that has been suggested that we had better 
ask you ; and that is with reference to the books that were put into the 
safe about the time of the burglary.— r A. Let me explain that point. 
I have looked at my testimony, and I do not think 1 made it very clear. 
As I stated then, when I got tlie letter I did not pay much attention to 
it. That evening I dined at Welcker's, and Mr. Evans came to me and 
said that he had heard that Boss Jensen, who had been a celebrated 
burglar here, but now reformed, intended to break into my office. I 
said, "Mr. Evans, go down at once to the office, tell Joseph to light all 
the gas-jets, and to stay there all night." Next day we talked over 
this matter generally, and I thought there might be something in 
it, and I concluded that I would put packages in the safe that 
would give me a clew as to who the parties were. I went to Mr. 
Kvaus and said, '' Let me have some of your books. I want 
to put them in the safe and see if they will be taken." He 
let me have a couple of books. I did not suppose that the 
parties would take everything. J thought they would be so anxious to 
get off that they would just take what they wanted and leave, and 
thus I could get a clew as to who they were. I had but three cases in 
which I supposed the parties would be interested in getting the papers 
out of the prosecuting .attorney's possession ; so I put in a bundle of 
papers belonging to two of the cases and this package of books ; but 
the men took everything in the safe ; and, of course, I could not tell 
who they were. 

Q. Why were the books put in the safe? — ^A. My idea was that the 
16 s B 
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man, being' in a hurry, would not look over all the papers, but would 
take all he wanted. 

By Mr. Thurman, (to Michael Hayes:) 

Q. Did you understand from Nettleship how this matter was to be 
brought home to Alexander ? — A. I stated that before. The only under 
standing was that Mr. Alexander was to receive those books. 

Q. When you had the first conv||*sation with Nettleship, was he the 
first man to speak to you about it ^A. He is the only man I had auy 
conversation with about the books, as to how they were to be got, and 
who they were to be delivered to. 

jCJ. When did you first see Kettleship f — A. In the Owen House in 
this city. 

Q. Did he mention in the first interview that Alexander was to get 
the books? — A. No, sir. He was talking about Comptroller Green and 
something of that kind. He was talking in riddles. 

Q. When did he tell you that Alexander was to get the books f— A. 
After four or five interviews. 

Q. Was that before or after you had seen Alexander I — A. Before I 
had seen Alexander. 

Q. It was in consequence of that you went to see Alexander I— A. 
Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. He gave you some other names? — A. He gave me the names of 
other parties. I made a memorandum of them, so I could keep them iu 
my mind. 

Q. Give us those names. — A. Mr. Owens, Mr. Alexander, Mr. De- 
maine. He mentioned several names over in reference to this transac- 
tion. 

Q. You didn't take a memorandum of all the names ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. I would be glad to have you state again the conversation between 
you and Deniaine in the saloon. — A. I was introduced to Deraaine on 
INinth street and we adjourned to this basement and had a drink to- 
gether, and then walked a square or two awa}'. 1 asked him how tar 
this German had instructed him. He told me that he had said that he 
could have perfect confidence in me. I made the remark to him that 1 
thought that the German was rather forward ; that he should not have 
mentioned it. 1 wanted it to appear to Mr. Demaine that it was agaiust 
my will that he should mention this subject. I gave it to him in that 
way. I wanted him to infer that I was indignant because this German 
had mentioned such a thing. He gave me Mr. Alexander's name as a 
prominent man, and said that he wanted information, and that he would 
tell him that he knew me, and that I had information to give. I told 
Demaine that I knew Alexander ; that he was a responsible man. That 
was according to my instructions. 

Q. In fact you didn't know Alexander ? — A. No, sir ; I didn't know 
him. I have not been in Washington since the Atlantic-cable celebra 
tion in 1858, except during the war, when I went through. 

Q. Did jS^ettleship give you to understand that he would pay for the 
job? — A. No, sir 5 Nettleship asked me, as soon as I came here, what I 
was making and what I was doing. He sympathized with me for not 
having a regular appointment, and said that I should have work here- 
after while he was iu the division -, that he had a job for me to do. Then 
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he began speaking about Mr. Green's safe. He never spoke about any 
mouey. I supposed I would get my pay regularly. 

Q. What Green was tbat? — A. Green, comptroller of New York. He 
dill not want to come out directly to me, but went on the suppositions. 
He said, " Suppose that some papers were got from Green's ofiBce, and 
that a man was to receive them on the corner of Broadway and Cham- 
bers street." 

Q. When you saw Alexander, did^ou give him any idea how you ex- 
pected to get the books? — A. No, sir; I told him that I knew the party 
who was their custodian. 

Q. That was the idea you held out to him ? — A. Yes, sir. This was 
on Saturday. He wanted to know when he could see me again to flod 
out, and I made an appointment for the following Monday. 

Q. Who told you to hold out that idea to Alexander ! — A. I got the 
idea from Mr. Nettleship previous to his leaving the city. He left here 
ou Friday. 

Q. With whom did you see him in company I — A. I always saw him 
in company with a man whom he said was his clerk in the Treasury De- 
partment, a tall young man with side whiskers. When I met Nettle- 
ship on the street, or at the door, he was with him, and when they saw 
me approach he would go away. 

Q. Did you hear his name! — A. No, sir. I saw him frequently in 
Xew York. 

Q. Did you see Nettleship in company with anybody else but that 
niau ? — A. 1 saw him one day opposite the park, near the Wliite House, 
in company with one of the operators in the secret service. 

Q. This Nettleship and Whitley are both in the secret service! — 
A. Yes, sir; one is chief and the other assistant. 

Q. And it was Nettleship who first told you to see Alexander? 
A. He told me to see Demaine first, and Demaine would introduce me to 
Alexander. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Why was it that Garter was passing forward and back at that 
time! — A. I suppose it was on this business. He is connected with the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

Q. Was he not in communication with you every day! — A. Not every 
day. 

Q. Why did you go to Baltimore and come back Monday morning? — 
A. Mr. Nettleship had left Washington and I was waiting for instruc- 
tions from him. I could not see or hear from him until Moniiay. I pro- 
posed to telegraph to him. This German advised me not to. 

Q. Did Nettleship tell you thit this safe was to be broken open? — 
A. Yes, sir 5 after I had half a dozen interviews. 

Q. He said you would have to break open the safe ? — A. No, sir ; to 
get somebody to do it. 

Q. He held out the idea to you that there were real papers there ? — 
A. He said there were papers there. 

I Q. And that it was important to get them? — A. No, sir; he didn't 
say whether it was important or not ; he said there were papers there. 

Q. Did you get the man in New York ? — A. The man I knew was an 
exHJonvict from Sing-Sing. I had met him in my business^ iu the 
division, working under instructions. I went to New York and pro- 
posed it to him; but he would not accept it. He said there w^s not 
enough money in it. 
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Q. Did you see Benton f — A. I didn't see him in New York ; 1 saw 
hina here. 

Q. You know what he came for! — A. He came on with this man that 
I saw in New York with Nettleship. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Is that man whom you saw here with Nettleship a tall, dandified- 
looking man f — A. He is not tall ; not taller than I am ; perhaps about 
twenty-eight or thirty years of age. 

Q. Did Nettleship tell you to take those books to Alexander's house t— 
A. Yes, sir ; this man I was to instruct was to take them there. 

Q. What instructions were you to give him f — A. I was to meet him 
in New York, and tell him to make arrangements to come to Washing- 
ton to do this job. I was to take him to the office first, show him where 
the safe was, and the locality of the place, and he was to go there and 
get these papers — to take everything. The instructions 1 got to give 
him was to make a clean sweep, and not to leave anything in the safe, 
and also to go through the book-case and scatter the contents, but to 
take everything in the safe. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. And take them to Alexander's house ? — A. Yes, sir ; to Alexander's 
house. 

Q. Was that man whom you were to meet on the corner of Twenty- 
first street and Fifth avenue this man Benton ? — A. No, sir 5 this mau 
Benton I did not see in New York. 

Q. Was the man you met in New York the man who did the job ?— 
A. Both did the job. This one that I met had another job to do, and 
could not be detained, and the understanding was that they were not to 
be in for more than eight or ten days. 

Q. This man Ferry, whom you met in New York, did you explain to 
him what was to be done ? — A. I told him what was to be done. 

Q. Did you tell him whose safe was to be broken ? — A. I did not know 
myself at that time. 
, Q. How much did you offer him? — A. One thousand dollars. 

Q. He thought that was not enough ? — A. He would not touch it. 

Q. Was there anything said that that breakirjg open of the safe was 
to be a sham one, or a real one? — A. The only thing that was said was 
that the books were to be taken to Alexander's house, and it was nnder- 
stood that the man was to be arrested who delivered the books to Mr. 
Alexander. » 

Q. Did you get the impression that these books were of any value or 
of no value? — A. I kuew they were of no value. I inferred from what 
Mr. Nettleship told me. He said, " There is a set of books there, and 
we don't care a damn what they are." 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did the men who broke open the safe suppose they were to be 
arrested? — A. The only answer I can make to that question is what 
Mr. Williamson said. He said he had his instructions, and that he 
knew they were not to be molested. 

Q. You say your understanding was that one of them was not to be 

arrested. What was there aboat that ? — A. I was instructed to tell 

this man Williamson to go. out the back way, and let the other man 1 

oome out the front door. Wh^ I. got these instructions this man had 

.found out that there was a janitor in the. building, and he was going to 
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tie bim up. He said, " No, don't molest the man 5 it will raise too much 
stink.^ 

Q. What interest did Nettleship have in the business ? — A. That I do 
not know. 

Q. What reasons did he give you for manifesting this interest in the 
case? — A. Mr. Nettleship gave "me no reason; the only interest in the 
case he manifested to me was the money he gave me. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. How much money did he send to you at Toronto? — A. Sixty dol- 
lars. 

Q. How did he send it ? — A. He sent it in a piece of blank note paper 
in this envelope. 

Q. When did you receive it? — A. On the 8th of June. 

Q. Whose handwriting is this envelope in! — A. In Mr. Kuntz's. It 
reads as follows: " Wm. J. Hines, Commercial House, 54 and 56 Jar- 
vis street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada." I got a fifty dollar note aud a 
ten-dollar note in that. 

Q. Did any of these detectives want you to come to Washington ? — 
A. That was pre-arranged. Mr. Nettleship told me that Mr. Newcomb 
was coming here with his deposition. 

Q. Is this letter that you have here, in Nettleship's handwriting? — A. 
Yes, to the best of my belief. 

Q. Read it. — A. "Friend Hines: Will be in Toronto Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. Look out for me on arriva of the train at the 
depot. Truly yours, Mrs. Shaw." The envelope is directed to Mr. Wm. 
Hines, Commercial Hotel, 54 and 56 Jarvis street, Toronto, Ontario. 

Q. \V hat time did you receiv^e this letter in Nettleship's handwriting ? 
-A. That I received the day after I received the telegram. The tele- 
gram is signed " Mrs. Shaw," with Kuntz's address, " Wm. Hines, 
Commercial Hotel, 54 Jarvis street. Will be at Toronto next Friday or 
Saturday. Look for me. Answer by telegraph, or write. Mrs. Shaw, 
168 Forsyth street." 

Q. Why was it that you wanted Carter to " pipe" you, as you say, 
when you were here in W^ishington ? — A. I did not consider I was 
doing a legitimate business, and I did not want Nettleship to " give me 
away." That is, if anything should turn up I wanted they should .fall 
with me. 

Q. So you had Carter for that purpose ? — A. I stopped at Carter's 
house when 1 came on. He did not know my business when I stopped 
there. 

Q. What did you tell him you were coming on for? — A. I did not see 
hin), he was away. I left word for him that 1 was going to Washington. 

Q. Did you ever receive a letter from Carter before this, telling you 
to come to Baltimore ? — A. That was a long time previous; last fall. 

Q. Did Nettleship go to Toronto ? — A. Yes, sir ; he arrived there on 
the 22d of May. 

Q. How long was he there ? — A. He came there on Friday and went 
away on Saturday. 

Q. Did you meet anybody else there who had any connection with^the 
business? — A. Nobody, except Mr. Newcomb. He registered his n me 
as W. C. Fawcett. 1 have in my memorandum-book that he arrive^ on 
the 22d, and he proposed to me to make an affidavit implicating this 
man Carter and have him locked up, and get the man who is in jail now 
out. I objected to signing the affidavit. Afterward I wrote a letter to 
Mr. Downs, in which I explained to him that I would come on here an<l 
testify to this committee, if 1 was not molested. 
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Q. Did you leavf^ Toronto and come here by reason of anything New- 
comb said ? — A. He said he wanted to get this man out of jail ; that 
they had a man in New York who had been convicted of burglary ; that 
they would enter ^ nolle prosequi against him and bring him on hereaud 
he would acknowledge himself as the man who ran away. He said they 
had men who would testify that Carter asked him to come to Washing- 
ton from New York to do this job, and this German would also testify 
that he had seen him in conversation with Cart^er. He wanted me to 
make an affidavit, but I objected to it, and told him that I had made one 
affidavit too many. He telegraphed that fact to Bleecker street, and 
the next day he got a telegram to return in the next train. 

Q. Did he say anything about coming to Washington? — A. No, sir. 
He wanted a deposition from me. 

Q. Did you tell him what you would testify to if you came on I— A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Did he ask you what you would testify to if you came on I— A. 
No, sir. All he said was, "The colonel has sent me on here to get a 
deposition from you in reference to this case f and I said I had made 
one deposition already. 

Q. He wanted an affidavit to get Benton out of jail? — A. Yes, sir, 
and to get this other man in. 

Q. W hat other man ? — A. Mr. Carter. I saw Mr. Nettleship on Satur- 
day, and he gave me $50 'to go out of the city. This was at his own 
house. He had to borrow $25 to do it. 

Q. Did anybody see you there with him ? — A. The undertaker saw 
me. His child died that day. I did not know it when I went there, 
and the undertaker met me at the door. Nettleship wanted me to leave 
immediately. He said the committee would adjourn in a few days, and 
that it would be all over. After speaking to him a little while he got 
me $50 and I took it. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Did you give him to understand you would go away? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Do you know Colonel Wood ? — A. I never saw him but once in my 
life. I heard him testify in a case in New York. 

Q. Who gave you the money to come here ?— A. I got $50 on Sa^ 
urday night from Nettleship. He didn't know I was coming here. 

Q. Did you get any money from anybody else ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any couimunication with anybody else ? — A. Ye^ 
sir. 

Q. With whom? — A. With Mr. Kuntz. He met me on Friday ami 
said that Nettleship wanted me. 

Q. With anybody else ? — A. Yes ; with Mr. Daily. 

Q. Who is Daily? — A. He keeps a liquor store, No. 174 Cherry street. 
Kuntz came there to see me. 

Q. Did Daily know Kuntz ? — A. No, sir 5 only by seeing him with 
me there. 

Q. Is Daily in the secret service ? — A. No, sir ; in nowise connected 
with it. 

Q. Who else did you have communication with in regard to comiug 
here ? — A. I told everybody I cared for knowing it. I told my brother, 
and I told my wife. I had no communication with anybody else, except 
Mr. Downs. I wrote to him and asked him if I could testify and come 
here before this committee. 
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Q. What did Mr. Downs say to you ? — A. He told me, in the first 
letter, that he would see the committee. I have got the letter here. 

Q. Please refid it : 

Baltimore, May 29, 1874. 

Michael Hayes : My dear old " K. K." friend : I have just received your favor of 
May 27, and hasten to reply. I have been before the committee in Washington, and so 
has Dorsey and Carter. I have operated with members of Congress, and we have 
made it a point to give the information as coming from you, and that we had always 
given them to understand that you are to be used as a State's witness, and for that 
reason yon gave us the information in this matter, and so we did before the investigat- 
iug committee, and so you will be used. Now, friend Hayes, don't give any one depo- 
sitions, or statements of any kind, until you go before the committee, as you know 
that your own reputation is better to you than to lose it, and your wife and children 
suffer disgrace at the cost of your saving some villains whose place is in the State's prison. 
I have given Carter the go-by. Now, friend Michael, if you so desire, I will come 
and meet you at any place or point, and come with you to Washington and go before 
• the committee, and keep all the hounds from you. As everything now stands, you will be 
all right, and I and Dorsey will stand by you. I shall go to Washington this night 
and see the committee in your case, and will meet yon at any time and place ; but I 
tell you as ^ true friend, you need not fear coming. " Don't go near Carter, and I will 
see you through. As for any of the Whitely's or Woods's party, I care nothing, as my 
record is clear, and I have a reputation in Washington. Keep your own counsels, as 
a still tongue makes a wise head. Write immediately, and say if you will come to me 
or shall I go to you. Nothing shall harm you, for the hounds shall not totch you. 

Writ« immediately. 
Your friend, 

THOMAS DOWNS. 

P. S. — Don't have any conversation with any one until you arrive, and let me know 
when and where to meet you, as none of these parties are your friends. 

Why he mentions Whitley's and Wood's names I don't know. Net- 
tleship said to m'aon the 22d, " It is all right; everything is working 
gloriously. We have got well out of the affair:" He mentioned that a 
man named Delone and a man name of Bard were working the thing up. 

By Mr. Stewart : 

Q. What does he mean by this: " We have made it a point to give 
the information as coming from you, and we have always given them to 
understand that you are to be used as a State witness?" — A. When I 
stopped in Baltimore I gave him some information in regard to what I 
was doing, and told him what the job was to be, so far as I knew. I to d 
him that I was not going to get into any trouble in regard to it, but that 
I would show these men up first; that I would not let them or any one 
else stand in my way. 1 suppose that is what he has reference to. That 
time I did not tell him whose safe was to be broken open, and he said, if 
they were going to get any papers out of the Treasury he would stop it. 

I also received this letter from Newcomb : 

# New York, June 2, 1874. 

Dear Sir : I write briefly to say that, while the committee do n6t seem to be working- 
very briskly just now, I believe some arrangements are being made with a view to gain 
ing further information, and I think you will hear from the colonel very soon in regard 
to it. 

Meantime, if you change your address, let me know where I can send a letter to you. 
Very truly, 

A. B. NEWCOMB. 

Q. Did you tell him that it was Harrington's safe that was to be blown 
open?— A. I did not tell anybody that. 

Q. Did you tell Carter that ? — A. No, sir; I didn't tell anybody ; only 
there was a safe to be blown open. 
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By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Can you give this committee any idea who this German was !— A. 
I am very sure that he lives in Newai^k, K J., and that he has property 
there. When we went on to Newark together he showed me where be 
lived and where Nettleship lived. 

Q. Did he tell you how he happened to come on here ? — A. Yes, sir; 
he told me he was sent on to work this job on Demaine. 

Q. How ! — A. He was to come on here and make Demaine's acquaiut- 
ance. He had been on here three weeks. 

Q. What was that for If — A. I suppose that the object was to introduce 
somebody else ro him to get these books. 

Q. Mr. Nettleship fixed all this business 1 — A. Yes, sir. I got from 
Nettleship all the testimony he gave before this committee. 

Q. How did you get that? — A. From him and Colonel Whitley. 

Q. What did Colonel Whitley testify to? — A. About nfy character; 
that I had been formerly employed in the Ku-Klux business ; that I-had 
not been employed lately. The last job was with Mr. Nettleship, who 
wanted me in Washington, and he gave me $20, or some small sum. 

Q. Did you get tliat statement in writing? — A. O, no. I also under- 
stood thatjNettleship testified that 1 had met him on the street; that he 
had not met me more than five times. 

Q. Do you know what Dart testified to ? — A. I know what Nettleship 
told me ; that he had never seen me in Washington ; that he had never 
been in Washington before ; that he would not be in Washington, only 
the committee sent for him. 

Q. Do you know whether he had been in Washington before ? — A. 
Not that I know of. 



Wednesday, June 17, 1874 
H. C. Whitley recalled and examined. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Do you know Michael Hayes? — Answer. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him ? — A. T think that I employed him 
about two years ago, for the first and only time, to work on what is 
termed Ku-Klux down South. I think it was ab3ut two years ago, al- 
though I have nothing here to refresh my memory. 

Q. That was the first you knew of him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How came you to employ him ? — A. I could not tell you how I 
came to employ him, but I was then seeking men to go South to engage 
in the detection of the Ku-Klux, by order of the Attoruey-General. 

Q. Did anybody recommend him to you ? — A. I think that somebody 
did, but who I could not tell you. 

Q. What do you know of his previous history before you employed 
him ? — A. Well, sir, I know very little of his previous history, except 
what I have heard. 

Q. From hearsay what do you know ? — A. The most that I have heard 
is quite recently. I made some examination in regard to his character. 
I have heard that he was considered by some men as a bad man and by 
other men as a good fellow, as they call it. 

Q. What did they mean by " good fellow " — an honest man ? — A. I 
don't know, I am sure. Some people like him very well, and some people 
do not. 
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Q. Have yoa ever heard of his being convicted of any crime ?— A. No, 
sir ; I never did. 

Q. Did you ever hear of his being engaged as a burglar? — A. Yes, sir; 
I have heard that since I came in this office. Mr. Bauers, of my force 
here, says that he found a man to day who told him that Mr. Hayes had 
been arrested in, I think. Mobile, Ala., for attempted burglary — himself 
and another party. 

Q. When was that? — A. I cannot tell; it is news to me; Mr. Bauers 
will tell you about it. 

Q. Where did you employ Mr. Hayes? — A.. In New York City. 

Q. What was his occupation! — A. I could not tell you what his occu- 
|)ation was previous to that time. * 

Q. You must have had some assurance that he was a suitable man ? — 
A. There is no kind of doubt he came to me recommended by somebody, 
and I will get that information ; but I cannot say now, because I em- 
ployed a great many men, and I don't recollect who recommended him 
to me. 

Q. You say you employed him, being then under the direction of the 
Attorney General ? — A. Yes, sir. I was asked by Mr. Akerman, in a 
letter, to break up the Ku-Klux organization of the South. I then gave 
out word among my men that I wanted some sharp, shrewd, energetic 
men to go South to penetrate the workings of the Ku-Klux — get in with 
them — that was the idea. It was to get in with them and work with 
them ; show the whole organization up; and Mr. Hayes was one of the 
men that I sent down there. 

Q. You speak of your men. You were then in the employment of the 
Government, were you? — A. Yes, sir; I have a force known as the 
Treasury force — the secret- service division of the Treasury Department. 

Q. You were the chief of that ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long has that existed ? — A. I could not tell you really how 
long it has existed. I have been chief of it since General Grant first 
came in. 

Q. Since March, 1869?— A. Yes, sir; or rather since May, 1869. 

Q. Was there any such service before? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. There was such a service during the war, was there not ? — A. I 
think that under Baker was a different organization from the one in 
which I am operating. This is a division of the Treasury Department. 

Q. You are the chief of it? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many men have you in your employment? — A. I cannot tell 
you exactly how many men I have in my employ. I have, perhaps, in 
the neighborhood of twenty-five men commissioned, and those commis- 
sioned men have authority to employ assistants whenever it becomes 
necessary, with my approval. 

Q. From whom does your commission issue ? — A. From the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Q. From whom do the commissions of these men issue ? — A. From 
me. I employ these men and commission them. 

Q. Are you on a regular salary ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The men whom you employ atte on a regular salary and you are on 
a regular salary? — A. Yes, sir; they are paid a regular per diem. 

Q. Per diem when you are employed, or per diem that runs through 
the whole year ? — A. Generally as long as the man is on we pay him so 
much a month. 

Q. Is there any limit to the number of men whom you may commis- 
sion ?~A. No, sir; we go according to the appropriation. There is an 
appropriation of $125,000 for the detection of counterfeiters and other 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 ALLEGED SAFE-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

frauds upon the Treasury. I employ as many men and do as mucli 
work as that money will pay for. That is the way it is done. I em- 
ploy these men under the genetal direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but under the immediate instructions of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury Department. I report to him every month ; I make a monthly 
report ofiAl the work, of every nature whatever, that is performed by 
me. My men report to me every day ; in other words, they report to 
me every seven days, and by these reports we make up a monthly re- 
port. When they report to me, they embrace in their report their 
daily expenses. I require them to make up their expenses as they go 
along. If they do a certain Xhing, they say how much money they pay 
to do it, as a general thing; but we sometimes purchase information, 
that is to say, I lump it, and do the best I can with the money. It is 
generally, however, paid out in small suras of a few hundred dollars. 

Q. How long was Michael Hayes in your employ f — A. I am unable to 
answer that question precisely, but I should say perhaps two or three 
months, maybe longer ; that is, regularly. I understand, although I do 
not know this as a fact, that he has been frequently paid for informa- 
tion by Mr. Nettleship, and that information was in regard to smug- 
glers. I am told so, but I do not know anything about it. I do not 
know that I ever asked the question of Mr. Nettleship. 

Q. What is Mr. Nettleship's position in your department t — A. He is 
an operator in my force. I have used him as my chief aayistant, which 
is an office of my own creation. It is not an office recognized by the 
Treasury Department. I style him as my chief assistant simply be- 
cause he seems to be the man there of the most ability to attend to the 
duties when I am away, as I necessarily must be occasionally. 

Q. Would you know Michael Hayes if you were to see him ? — A 
Well, I am not certain that I should. I am under the impression, how- 
ever, that I should know the man. 

Q. When did you last see him *? — A. I do not have any recollection 
of seeing him since he has been discharged by me. I do not think that 
I have seen him since. If I have, 1 do not remember. 

Q. That is nearly two years ago f — A. Probably a year ami a half 
ago. He may have been with me six months. I do not want you to 
understand that I am swearing by rule; my books will show the exact 
account of it, and from memory 1 cannot swear. 

Q. Did you see him in April last? — A. I did not. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with a man in Roosevelt street, 
New York, in April last, about the early part of April f — A. I do not 
know where Eoosevelt street is ; it is possible I may have had some 
conversation. I do not recollect of ever being in the street in my life. 

Q. Where is your office "? — A. My office is at No. 56 Bleecker street. 

Q. Do you recollect Mr. Hayes's calling on you at any time in April 
last in your office in Bleecker street *? — A. I do not; he did not call oa 
me ; that is, in person. He may have been at my office without my 
knowledge. 

Q. Did you send anybody to Washington in April last? — A. I may 
have sent Mr. Nettleship here. 

Q. Did you send anybody but Nettleship ? — A. I am constantly send- 
ing men back and forth. I shall have to look at my books. I recollect 
of sending Nettleship, and I may have sent other men, but who they 
were I cannot say. 

Q. May you have sent Mr. Hayes here ? — A. I did not, sir. I never 
in my life sent him here. 

Q. Have you seen Hayes's testimony given before this committee f— 
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A. I have seen the publication of it in the Suu. I have not a copy of it. 
I have the comments of the Sun. 

Q. How came the Sun to have any copy *? — A. They say in the New 
York Sun that Mr. Hayes testified that I sent him over here. If that 
is true that he made that statement, the statement is entirely false. I 
never to my knowledge sent Mr. Hayes here in my life. It is barely 
))0S8ibIe that he came through Washington when he was on the Ku- 
Klnx business, but never within a year. To be sure, in regard to this 
uiatter 

Q. For what purpose did you send Nettleship here? — A. I believe I 
stated all that, but 1 will go over it again, as near as I can recollect it. 
1 did not attempt to go into the details of it. Last fall, before going to 
Florida, I received letters from a man by the name of Thomas Ballard. 
That correspondence was kept up. I wrote back to him again, but it 
went through his wife. 1 did not know where the man was. I did not 
know at the time. The substance of his letter was this : That he was 
anxious to come in and see me, and that he could satisfy me he had 
never been engaged in counterfeiting since he escaped from jail, but 
would give me valuable information, which would benefit the Govern- 
ment much more than it would to convict him, and he wanted to see me 
under what we term a "flag of truce." You know we do that sort of 
business with counterfeiters. We sometimes see them and agree not to 
touch them. If they are in Canada, we will say, "We will see you, and 
then you may go back again." Well, the thing ran along, and he did 
not come. After my return from Florida, a man called to see me, rep- 
resenting himself to be the brother-in-law of Ballard, and said that 
Ballard was anxious to carry out this arrangement which had been 
commenced. He did not tell me where Ballard was, but he said that 
Ballard would come to see me. A short time after that, while in Boston, 
I received a repeated dispatch from New York. It said that he would 
be at my office on Sunday night. I think this telegram was dated Sat- 
urday. At any rate, I received it in Cambridgeport, Mass., too late to 
take the train that night for New York. That was Saturday night. 
Consequently I did not get to my office on Sunday to meet Mr. Ballard. 
Mr. Nettleship and other men in my office, seeing this dispatch come in, 
thought that they would take my j)lace, and when Hayes came there 
tbey would get hold of him. 

Q. Do you mean Hayes ? — A. Ballard, I should have said ; they not 
fully understanding the arrangement I had made with him. His wife 
came to the door along about 9 o'clock. I think he said in the dispatch 
that he would be there at 9. She came at 9 o'clock and asked if 1 was 
iu, and I believe they told her that I was in upstairs ; but she then 
said that she wanted to see me, and then they told her that I was not 
there. She went away, and Mr. Ballard did not make his appearance. 
I was quite well satisfied that he had come over, and that those men by 
telling her a story, their intention being good, no doubt had drawn the 
man away. I was very sorry. I chastised Mr. Xettleship pretty se- 
verely. I told him that he had done very wrong in regard to the mat- 
ter. He then swore that he would capture Ballard by some means or 
other. Th** thing run along a little while, and a letter came to my 
office. I do not know whether it wafe directed to me or Nettleship. At 
any rate, a letter came from somebody in Washington, saying Ballard 
was here, and if they would come over and come to them he could be 
got. My tmpression is that I sent that letter over to Philadelphia to 
Mr. Nettleship, who was then there working up some counterfeit-cases, 

Q. About what time was that? — A. I think it was in March. That is 
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my impression. I toldhim either persooally, or sent him aletter, directing 
him to take this matter in. He came over here. He was here some tirae, 
and while he was here, I got either a telegram or a letter from Mr. 
Banheld, the Solicitor of the Treasury Department, saying that General 
Howard wanted our services to attend to some business — to find out some 
robbery which had been perpetrated upon him ; and that it was Govern- 
ment business, and directing me to attend to it. I telegraphed over to 
I^ettleship to work up the job, and he was here som6 time on that ; how 
long T could not tell you. Mr. Nettleship's report, however, would show 
all those transactions, what he was doing here, and everything. Those 
reports are on file in the Treasury Department, and if they were brought 
here would tell you exactly what he was doing, and he would have to 
account for himself every day during all those months. I am only 
giving you the statement from memory as you understand, and as it 
occurs to me at this moment. 

Q. Did you at any time before this safe was blown open in the office 
of the district attorney hear that there was any intention of blowiDg 
uj) a safe in Washington City ? — A. I did not ; I never heard of it. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Garter, who lives in Balti- 
more f — A. Yes, sir ; he worked with me at the same time Hayes did. 

Q. At the South ?— A. Yes, sir; under the same circumstances. 

Q. What do you know of his j)revious history f — A. I do not know 
anything more than I have been told. I do not know — would not waDt 
to say anything against the man on hearsay. 

Q. Wiiat have you heard about him ? — A. I have heard a great deal 
about him. I have heard that he was arrested twice while he was iu 
my employ down South for some depredation or another. One of these 
men is in North Carolina who gave me that information. He told me 
that before he went away. 

Q. What kind of depredation? — A. What it was I cannot tell you. 
He said that he was arrested once in Alabama and once in Tennessee for 
something that he had done while he was working for me. I do not 
know anything about what it was. I understand that he was arrested 
in New York for threatening to shoot his wife, but I do not know any- 
thing about it. I have been told so. 

Q. Do you know a man named Downs, of Baltimore! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was he ever in your employ ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long! — A. That I could not tell you. 

Q. Whereabouts? — A. Most of the time he was in Cincinnati,! think, 
when he was with me ; but how long he was with me is more than 1 cau 
tell you. 

Q. When was he in your employ ! — A. 1 think that he left it about a 
year ago. In justice to him 1 will say that he left my service volun- 
taiily to go into some other business. 

Q. How long was he in your employ ? — ^A. I am unable to say. 

Q. What was his business iu Cincinnati ? — A. That of a detective. 

Q. What did you send him there to do ? — X, Detect counterfeiters, 
generally. 

Q. Do you know anything about his character ! — A. No, sir ; I do not 
know anything against Mr. Downs personally. I have his letters, writ- 
ing to me in the most flattering terms, as he always did, and pretending 
the greatest friendship for me. 

Q. Do you know a man named Dorsey, of Baltimore ! — A. I do not, 
sir ; I never saw him. I have seen his name iu connection with this tes- 
timony. 

Q. Has Mr. Nettleship ever told you anything about the blowing open 
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of the safe here in WasLingtx)n ? — A. Well, since I have been here before 
the coinmittee, we have talked the matter over generally, and he alw-ays 
has denied to me any knowledge of it whatever, and stated that he was 
bound to catch these parties, and had so promised the committee. 

Q. Did he tell you that he knew liothing of it at all before it oc- 
curred ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That he had no knowledge that any such thing was in contempla- 
tion? — A. Yes, sir; he told me so. 

Q. Did he say that he had any knowledge of the projected burglary 
in the Treasury Department? — A. No, sir; he never said that he had 
any knowledge or any transaction of that kind. 

Q. In Washington ?— A. No, sir. I will say this — I do not want to 
be placed wrongfully — I will say that if Mr. Nettleship did have knowl- 
edge of any suph transaction, he would not tell it to me. I do not think 
he would do such a thing. But if he did, he would not dare to tell it 
to me, becaiise he would know that he could not hold his place five 
minutes. 

Q. When did you first become acquainted with Nettleship? — A. He 
was on the force when 1 became chief of it, 

Q. Do you know anything about his character? — A. He stands 
A No. 1 where he lives, so far as 1 know, and is thought a great deal of. 

Q. Where does he live? — A. In Newark, N.J. He is very highly 
spoken of; and there are plenty of members of Congress who know 
him ; and I know that he is a man of first-class reputation. 

Q. What is his business? — A. He is a detective. That is his profes- 
sion. 

Q. How long has he been in the business? — A. He has been with me 
since I have been chief. How much longer I cannot tell you, but I 
think he was for two or three years employed on the same force. 

Q. Have you any idea what brought Mr. Michael Hayes here to testify 
before our committee? — A. Yes, sir; I know what I have been told, if 
you want hearsay; I am giving it very vaguely. I suppose I will have 
to tell you the story to bring it out. When I was here before the com- 
mittee, I do not know whether I suggested that I would do anything in 
ray power, or whether I was requested to do so, and to do everything to 
bring this thing to light, but I said that it seemed to be a very peculiar 
transaction. I took some measures, 1 called up two or three ol my men, 
one of whom, Mr. Bauers, is sitting out. here now, and directed them to 
use their best endeavors to find Hayes. A short time after that, while 
in Boston, I received a letter forwarded to me from New York. It was 
a drop-letter. That letter said that Hayes was in Canada ; if I wanted 
to find him, by going to Toronto and by going to the Hotel Com- 
merce, or Commercial Hotel, or something like that, I could find him. 
Immediately upon the receipt of that letter i wrote to Mr. Newcombe, of 
my force, ordering him to go directly to Canada, inclosing to him a sub- 
poena, which had been sent to me from this committee, and told him to 
get Hayes, if possible, to come over here, and if he was unwilling to 
come to ascertain upon what terms he would do so ; and also to make 
use of his best efforts to get him to come on ; that if he was unable to 
come over he should take bis deposition. I also instructed him 
to find out particularly if ^ny member of my force was connected with 
this burglary. In accordance with my instructions, and before I re- 
turned, Mr. Newcombe left for Canada. Upon his return he reported to 
Bie. I have sent his report here, but Mr. Newcombe is here and can 
detail the whole thing. 

Q. State what he reported to you. — A. He reported to me in subi 




Digitized by LnOQ^lC 



254 ALLEGED SAi^E-BURGLARY AT OFFICE OF 

stauce that Mr. Hayes refused to come over, except upon being promised 
immunity from punishment, and that he had questioned him very 
closely. I do not say that those are the words, because he will tell them 
to you himself, but he denied positively that any member of my force 
was in any manner connected with it. Inasmuch as Nettleship had 
been accused, I told Newcombe to question closely in regard to that point. 
He said that Hayes denied it in toto. He said that he had been brought 
over here through t!ie instigation ot Carter, and that he had Carter's let- 
ters to show for it, and that he could show Carter's letters. That he had 
not them with him, but he could not produce them. He said that he tried 
to get Mr. Hayes to make a deposition — to go before the proper authority 
and make a deposition ; but Hayes said he had already made a deposi- 
tion before a lawyer in New York, and gave him the name of the lawyer, 
and Xewcombe telegraphed that fact to me, saying that Hayes had 
made a statement to Lawyer S., (that was Somerville.) He did not tell 
me who it was, but I found out afterward that it was Somerville. He 
said thalFhe had made a statement to him, and to go to him and get it. 
Newcombe went on, as he says, and Hayes detailed all the facts to him 
which were in that affidavit. I understand it to be an affidavit, and not 
a deposition. Hayes detailed to him the whole thing, and said that 
he was employed by the memorialists to come here, through Carter. I 
think 1 may be little mistaken on that point ; but anyway he implicated 
Carter in it, although Newcombe said that he was somewhat reticent in 
regard to Carter on some points. But he said that no member of my 
force had anything to do with it; that he thought he was not com- 
mitting any crime, as I understood it; that he was doing this for 
the committee; that there was no harm in it; that these people had 
books and papers hid, and they had a right to get them, or some- 
thing like that, and employed him to do it. That is the state- 
ment, as I understand it. i think it would be much better for you 
to bring Mr. Newcombe in here and ascertain all these facts. 1 am 
only giving you that as it occurs to my mind. 1 submitted a portion 
of Mr. ;Newcombe's report here, I think, if I am not mistaken ; I wanted 
to give you all the information in my power. Nettleship says, as I un- 
derstand, that he employed men down there to ascertain, through his 
wife and other persons in New York, where this man was ; that he has 
been using his best elforts. Nettleship sent me those words. 1 have 
not seen him, I think, since last Thursday. He said that he had been 
using his best endeavors to get Mr. Hayes over here. He said that on 
last {Saturday Hayes came to his house to see him. 

Q. Where 1? — A. At Newark; and that his child — Nettleship's child— 
which I believe to be a fact, was then lying dead in the hQuse, and tlmt 
he could not come over here with him, and knowing that 1 was away, 
and Hayes proiferiug such a willingne'^s to come over here before the 
committee, although he said that he had no money. Nettleship gave 
him tifty dollars, which he borrowed, and told the parties for what pur- 
pose he borrowed it. He gave it to Hayes to come over here, and tes- 
tify before this committee. Those are the words he sends me. Mr. 
Nettleship's child is dead; there is no doubt about that. It was buried 
yesterday evening at three o'clock, and I understand that he feels very 
badly about it. 

By Mr. Stewart : 
Q. When do you say the child was buried?— A. Three o'clock yester- 
day. I am only informed of this, however. 
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By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Do you know whether aay assurances were given to Mr. Hayes 
that he would not be prosecuted if he came ? — A. I do not, sir. He 
has never received any such assurances from me, because I never have 
been delegated with that authority. Had I been ordered to do the 
work in a regular way by the Secretary of the Treasury, I would then, 
perhaps, have said to him that he could come over here to testify and go 
back free. That is the way we do business, and I should probably have 
said that. 

Q. Do you know of a German who was mixed up in this business 
here? — A. 1 do not. 

Q. Did you ever hear of a German mixed up in this business ? — A. I 
have : but how I cannot tell you ; I think it is from the newspapers ; 
that is all. 

Q. Do you know where that German lives? — A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Have you any German in your force ? — A. Yes, sir ; I have several. 

Q. Where do they livef — A. In New York; I have several Germans 
in my employ ; I have Mr. Kuuz, here in the Treasury Department, 
and Mr. Kunz, over there ; he has a brother who is in my office in New 
York. I have also had a man by the nafiie of John Mack in my em- 
ploy 5 he is now an inspector in the custom-house. 

Q. Have you any German in New Jersey ? — A. No, sir ; I have no 
employes in New Jersey except Nettleship ; he lives over there, but he 
stays in New York most of the time ; I would say that any of these men 
can be produced before this committee without any trouble at all. 

Q. Do you know this man Benton who is now in jail here ? — A. I do 
not, sir. I never saw or heard of him before this transaction. 

Q. Are you acquainted with tTohn O. Evans ? — A. No, sir. I have 
seen his name, 1 think, in the newspapers. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Harrington, district attorney *? — A. 
I have a slight acquaintance with him. 

Q. When did your acquaintance with him begin ?^— A. Whether it is 
one or two years ago, is more than I can tell you. I never was partic- 
ularly acquainted with him ; but I have met him, perhaps, two, or three, 
or four times in my life ; may be, half a dozen times. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Demaine, in this city f — A. I am not, 
sir; I have heard of such a man ; but I do not know him. 

Q. You have heard that there were two men who did that job of blow- 
ing open a safe — one of them a man named Benton, who is now in jail, 
and another man ; have you any idea who that other man isf — A. I 
have no distinct idea of that, sir ; I can say to you this : that Mr. Hayes 
was seen since he came back in company with a burglar, or cracksman, 
as a man here will testify 5 but who that man was I do not know. 

Q. Who was that cracksman that he was in company with! — A. My 
man knows him by sight, and can get him ; but 1 want to be candid 
about this matter. I think that the luan that he describes, according to 
the description they give that night, was too tall for him, although Hayes 
was seen in company with the burglar the day Bauers saw him in New 
York. 

Q. What day do you refer to ? — A. I think last Friday. 

Q. Last Friday he was seen with that man ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What does his being seen with that man have to do with this 
matter ? — A. He was seen with a man known to be a cracksman. My 
man met him accidentally on the street. That was the first knowledge 
that he had that he was there, and he says that he was then in com: 
pany with a man whom he knows was a cracksman. I have no other 
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idea than that. I surmised perhaps that might be the man. I told Mr. 
Baoers if he thought he answered this description to arrest him. 

Q. You say that Mr. Kunz in the Treasury Department is one of your 
force ? — A. Yes, sir ; he is a clerk in that Department. 

Q. A Department clerk! — A. No, sir; but clerk in the division. 

Q. What is hif business in the Treasury Department f — ^A. To audit 
accounts. 

Q. Of your force ! — A. Yes, sir ; and to take care of the correipond- 
ence and other things. There are two Kunzes ; we have one here, and 
another in New York. 

Q. Your headquarters are in New York ! — A. Yes, sir ; really T stay 
there most of the time. It is the headquarters of iniquity, and I am 
there almost all the the time. 

Abneb B. Newcombe sworn and examined* 

By Mr. Thubman : 

Question. What is your name and age ! — ^Answer. Abner B. New- 
combe ; I am forty. 

Q. Where do you reside ! — A. New York City. 

Q. What is your occupation f — A. I am an officer in the United States 
secret service, or the secret-service division of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, as it is called. 

Q. How long have you been in that employ ? — A. I have been in the 
service since its organization, except for a few months' interval, during 
which time I was out. 1 resigned under Colonel Wood for a few months, 
but when Colonel Whitley took charge of the force, I then came back. 

Q. In what year were you first employed f — A. In 1865 ; I was first 
employed in the secret service of the Government. I previously had 
been in the employ of the Government ; but in this service, which was 
organized in 1865, I commenced duty. 

Q. Was there not a Sjecret-service force before 1865, during the war ? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Under Colonel Wood ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Under whom ? — A. There were two or three forces ; one was called 
the " Slave-trade secret service." It was hardly an organization, but 
it was under the charge of the State Department, and the marshals of 
ports like New York and prominent places had a little force. I was in 
that in 1860. Then during the war there was a Diplomatic and War 
Department secret service, w^hich was composed of some twelve men, 
of which 1 had the charge. We ran the service in connection with the 
Department of the East somewhat, and reports were made to the Seci'e- 
tary of State and Secretary of War. Then in 1865 this service for the 
special matter of counterfeiting was organized, and I went into that. 

Q. You say you reside in New York City? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Michael Hayes ? — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him 'l — A. I have known Michael 
Hayes nearly four years, I think. 

Q. What is his occupation? — A. During a portion of that time he 
worked for the secret service in the South ; not as as an officer, but as 
an employ^. He was never commissioned; he would get information 
in regard to the Ku-Klux organizations of the South. 

Q. Did you know him before he was ^employed ? — A. No, sir ; I never 
did. 

Q. How has he been employed since his connection with the secret- 
service force ceased ? — A. He has been temporarily employed, or rather 
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not employed, but paid for iuformation he might bring to the office,- as 
is the custom of the office, they paying anybody who brings information 
in regard to cases of smuggling or counterfeiting. 

Q. Where do you understand that he resides ? — A. I believe he re- 
sides in New York City, but do not know the exact locality. 

Q. Is he a man of family ? — A. He has told me that he was, and that 
is the only way that 1 know. 

Q. Has he any occupation or trade ? — A. Not that I know of, sir ; he 
told me himself that he had been something of a filibuster 5 he was 
with General Walker, he said, at Nicaragua. 

Q. Do you know anything about his reputation ! — A. I heard recently 
that he had been concerned in some operations that were — well, I do 
not know how to class them exactly ; he had been locked up on a charge 
of murder ; so they say. That was in New York City ; that I knew of 
at the time ; he was discharged from that for some reason, but what it 
was I do not know ; all my knowledge is hearsay. 

Q. When was thaf? — A. I could not give you the exact date 5 I 
should think it was over a year ago. 1 

Q. Since his return from the South f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then you do not know anything about his occupation ? — A. No, 
sir ; I do not. 

Q. Do you employ men on the secret service without knowing any- 
thing about their occupations ? — A. Very frequently, sir. 

Q. You make no inquiries about them? — A. No, sir; not necessarily. 
But we do not give them any commission ; attach them to the force, 
but do not give them any authority whatever. If, for instance, a man 
comes into the office and proposes to give certain information leading to 
the detection of a counterfeiter, he is put in connection with an officer 
of the service, and they go on and work up the case. Then we do not 
care anything about him; but we are careful that some good officer of 
the service — some reliable person — gets the evidence which he offers 
and works it up. We are not particular about the men or women who 
briDg the information. A very great deal of iuformation is furnished 
by women of disreputable character. 

Q. Do you pay before you work up the case? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When did' you last see Michael Hayes? — A. I last saw him a:t 
Toronto, Canada, I believe, on the evening of the 27th of May. 

Q. What took you to Toronto? — A. I was directed to go there by 
Colonel Whitley. He sent me a letter to go to Toronto to find Michael 
Hayes, and to get from him all the particulars that he might know cou- 
cerning the robbery of a safe in Washington, in the District attorney's 
office, but with particular reference to anybody connected with the 
secret- service division having had anything to do with this robbery. I 
was to get Hayes's deposition of all the facts, if possible, particularly 
with reference to Mr. Nettleship, if he had anything to do with it. 
There were some other points in the letter. 

Q. Have you that letter with you?— A. I have, sir. It is here. It 
reads as follows: 

'[Confidential. 

Boston, May 84, 1874. 
Dear Newcombe: I have just learned that Michael Hayes is in Toronto, Canada;, at 
Commercial Hotel. I can't go to New York before Tuesday. 

I desire you to go at once to see Hayes, aud make some arrangements with him to go 
to Washington and testify before the District committee, (inclosed lind subpoena;) if 
he refuses to return, take his deposition, and try to get all he knows in regard to the 
safe-bnrglary, who employed him, and who was in it with him ; and if Nettleship, or 
any other member of the secret-service force was in any manner connected in the cou^ 

17 SB 
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.spiracy or robbery, what one it was. Get the whole truth, and use your best efforts to 
bring him over with you ; tell him that if he was in the employ of the District authori- 
ties, that all he has got to do is to tell the truth, and it would be no burglary, and he 
couid not be hurt. 
Truly, 

H. C. WHITLEY. 

Q. You tbeu went to ToroDto. Did you have any trouble in finding 
him ? — A. Very little, indeed. 

Q. Was he at the Commercial Hotel ? — A. Yes, air. 

Q. Was he recorded there as Michael Hayes f — ^A. I do not know 
whether he was or not. I made no inquiries for him at all. I went to 
the hotel and stood in the doorway. I rather supposed if he saw me 
first he might perhaps get out of the way. I did not know. I did not 
know much about the circumstances, except from that letter, which was 
my first knowledge about it. I saw a pair of pants coming down stairs 
that I recognized. I could not see his face. I got out of the way until 
he got into full view, when I confronted him. He started to go back, 
but came down finally, and we walked out together. He told me that 
he was there under the name.of William Hynes, and asked me if I had 
inquired for him. I told him I had not. 

Q. How long before that was it that you had seen him ? — A. It was 
several months; I should suppose seven or eight months before that. 

Q. Seven or eight months ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What took place alter you saw him ? — A. We walked from the 
hotel. He wanted me to go and take a drink with him. 

Q. Did you have any correspondence with Michael Hayes before you 
went to Toronto "? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you telegraph him ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you write to him ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you write to him after you returned ? — A. I did ; I wrote to him 
one letter after I returned. 

Q. Did you telegraph him after you returned ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Under what name did you write to him ? — A. I do not know 
whether I wrote to him under the name of A. D. Newcombe or under 
the name of C. A. Bowman. I might have written him under that 
name. That is the name I used while in Toronto. 

Q. Do you know Nettleship's handwriting *? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether Nettleship ever uses any fictitious name in 
his correspondence ? — A. I never knew of his doing It. 

Q. Go on now and state what took place after you recognized Hayes 
at Toronto. — A. I have made a memorandum of everything that oc- 
curred there, and have it with me. I can refresh my memory from this, 
which was made at the time. We first went from the hotel to a saloon. 
He invited me to take a drink. He took a drink ; I did not ; it is some- 
thing I do not do. He wanted to know then what I wanted. I told him 
very briefly that I had been instructed by Colonel Whitley to come and 
see him and to obtain from him some facts in relation to matters at Wash- 
ington. He said he would prefer not to talk about it just then, but 
would see me at the Eossin House at seven o'clock that evening. He 
seemed a little excited and a little alarmed. I told him I was not there 
to extradite or arrest him, or anything of that kind, with the Canadian 
officers, and that he could come and see me freely without fear of that. 
That seemed to assure him, and he said he would come. He came to 
the Rossin House at seven o'clock and went up to my room, which I 
occupied. I opened the conversation by telling him that I had been 
sent to see him by Colonel Whitley to get all the information possible 
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from him in relation to the burglary of the district attorney's safe at 
Washington. I then took Out this letter; told him that it was a <;onfi- 
dential letter, but that I would show him sufficient of it to assure him 
that I came there from Colonel Whitley. I did show him the letter, and 
called his attention to that particular point in relation to Mr. Nettleship, 
and also in relation to any secret-service officer having anything to do 
with that transaction, either directly or indirectly. He said that he was 
perfectly satisfied I had come from Colonel Whitley's, and he then said, 
" Now, what do you want F I said the first thing is to know if 
any one connected with the secret-service division had anything what- 
ever to do with that robbery. I told him that he need not be afraid to 
tell me the whole truth, no matter who it hit. He replied that no per- 
son whatever connected with the secret service had anything to do with 
it. I then asked him specially in regard to Mr. Nettleshii), and he said, 
"No; not Mr. Nettleship, or any person." He said that he had gone 
to Baltimore previous to that robbery taking place to see a Mr. George 
Carter there, who was at work on the Baltimore and Ohio Road ; that 
Carter had sent him some letters to come there, saying. that he had a 
job for him. When he got down to Baltimore, Carter told him that the 
job was in Washington ; that he must go down there. He went down 
to Washington, and he was in some lager-beer saloon there, when a 
German approached him and asked him to take a glass of lager. Who the 
German was he did not say. The German made a proposition to him, 
or said he could introduce him to some parties who could put him in the 
way of making some money ; that he asked the German how, and he 
told him that there were some books wanted, and he says, " You know 
something about these books." Hayes replied, as he says, that he did 
know something about them. .Well, he went with this German to meet 
some other man, to whom he was to be introduced. The name of that 
party he did not say. But he said the party to whom the German intro- 
duced him took him to a man by the name of Alexander, and Mr. Alex- 
ander told him that there were some books that they wanted to get posses- 
sion of. He had two or three interviews with Mr. Alexander. He did not 
piention what occurred at each particular interview, but the substance of 
it was that he told Mr. Alexander that he could get the books, but that 
it would cost a good deal of money. Mr. Alexander said he would pay 
him a certain amount. Mr. Hayes did not state at that interview what 
the amount was, but that other parties who were equally interested would 
pay him a similar amount, and he wanted the books as soon as possible. 
Mr. HayessaidMr. Alexander said to him, '• I do not give you this money 
as a bribe to get these things." Hayes said he laughed, and says he, 
" Well, now, Mr. Alexander, I understand my business ; that is all right ;, 
but I have got to go to Baltimore and see my friend before I can tell 
you about it." He says he did go to Baltimore and saw his friend, who 
was George Carter. He had an interview with Carter. I was unable to 
ascertain from him what occurred there. He was very reticent about 
that. He would not say. He said, however, that he returned from 
Baltimore to Washington, saw Alexander, and told him there would 
be a good deal of delay — several days' delay — before he could get the 
books ; that he then went to Baltimore, saw Mr. Carter, and again 
had a consultation with him, the substance of which he did not give 
me; that he then went to New York. There he connected with some 
parties whose names he did not give me, and brought those parties 
to Washington. He introduced one of those parties to Mr. Alex- 
ander, and said to him, " This is the man that is to get you those 
books; take a good look at him so that you will know him when jou 
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see him agaiu f and that the man then said, " How about the com- 
pensation f '^ Mr. Alexander said, " That is all right," so Hayes tells me. 
Hayes said then that after everything had been fixed for the barglary 
to go off he took the precaution himself to leave Washington at 9 
o'clock on the night of the burglary, on the 9 o'clock train, about 
three hours before it occurred, so that he could be in New York oa 
the following morning, and could not have been in Washington at 
the hour when the burglary occurred. He had connected with par- 
ties in New York, and had called their attention to the fact that 
he was there that day, and early in the morning. I then questioned 
him more particularly about his going to Baltimore to see Carter, 
and asked him if he would not give me the particulars of what had 
occurred between him and Carter. He said he would not ; and he 
broke out there very boisterously about Carter ; used a great deal of 
X>rofane language in regard to him, but said that Carter need not thiuk 
himself so safe, as he had all of Carter's letters to show how he came to 
Baltimore and how the job had been put up. We had been talking 
about the safe burglary, and I inferred that the "job" referred to that. 
On the first night of our interview, it was on the 27th of May, after we 
had had a long conversation, I said to him, "I must ask you agaiu, 
Mr. Hayes, if anybody connected with our service had anything to 
do with this matter, as I would not deceive Colonel Whitley, and I 
want to telegraph it ; you are not under duress ; you are not within our 
jurisdiction ; you can afford to tell the truth." He says, " I tell you, em- 
phatically, that they did not, neither Nettleship nor anybody else.'^ I 
said, " Come with me to the telegraph office." We went down to the 
telegraph office, and I wrote a telegram to Colonel Whitley. After I 
had done so 1 submitted it to him. He said that the statement in that 
telegiam was true. I had asked him, after he had stated these things, 
if he would make an affidavit to the facts that ho had given me. He 
said,' no; that he had already made one to a lawyer, Somerville, in New 
York, which embodied all the facts that he had told me. I said,' " Does 
it contain the names of the parties connected with you in this burglary T 
He said it did. I asked him if it contained the names of the parties 
who instigated it. He said it did ; and that it contained the main facts 
which he had already stated to me about going to Baltimore and seeing 
Carter, and the different facts as I have recited them here and as I took 
them down. I then wrote a telegram, a copy of which I have here, to 
Colonel Whitley, and signed it by the name by which I was registered 
at Toronto, which is my true name, excepting that it is not all of it. 

Toronto, Ontario, May 27, 1874. 
H. C. Whitley, 51 Bleeker: 

Have seen party ; he has made full deposition to Lawyer S. ; says it contains aU that 
is required, and that lioue of our people had any hand in the matter ; will only come 
back upou full immunity being guaranteed him. What shall I say? Shall remain 
here until answered. 

C. A. BOWMAN. 

Q. That is the name under which you registered there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Let me see the memorandum from which you are speaking. Did 
you make these in his presence ? — A. Some of them I did. Just a few 
notes, but the main portion I wrote down after we had separated that 
night. That is all that occurred on the 27th. 

Q. Well, sir, go on and state anything more you know. — A. On 
the following day, 28th, he came to the hotel, and we expected that I 
would have some answer from New York. One came about 12 o'clock, 
coutaiuing an order for me to return to New York. At that interview 
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J then told him that I would like to have him go to New York with me. 
I bad asked him on the evening before. We had talked that matter over, 
about his going to New York, and he had said he would only go upon im- 
munity being guaranteed him, if I telegraphed that, and he read the tel- 
egram before it was sent. I did not care to say anything to him about 
the subpoena that I had until 1 found every other means had been ex- 
hausted. 1 then said to him: "The committee at Washington want 
you there; I have a subpoena for you, which, of course, don't run here 
iu Canada ; but you are only wanted as a witness ; it is not an order 
for arrest. You will get your expenses if you go there, and they simply 
want you to tell the truth. There is the subpoena, which was sent to 
me by Colonel Whitley, and I would like you to obey it." I used 
all the arguments possible to have him go. He said if Colonel 
Whitley wanted to see him and have an interview with him, he 
would come to any point and see him, and tell him all that he knew 
about this matter; or if Colonel Whitley would send him word that he 
could safely proceed to Washington without danger of arrest, and have 
safe-conduct back to Canada, he would come ; otherwise he would not. 
During that conversation, or next morning, we went over the whole 
ground again. My whole duty was, as I thought, to ascertain if any- 
body connected with our force had anything to do in this matter, and 
the next was to get him here to Washington. 

Q. You say that memorandum was made at the time when you were 
in Toronto I — A. Yes, sir ; with the exception of one line at the bottom. 

Q. Bid he say that he disclosed to Alexander how those books were 
obtained? — A. No, sir ; I do not think he said that at all. 

Q. He did not say that he tx)ld Alexander how they were to be ob- 
tained ? — A. No, sir ; I do not think he did. No, sir. 

Q. You say that you recognized his pantaloons as he came down the 
stairway before you saw his face If — A. I did. 

Q. You knew that the man in these pantaloons was the man you 
wanted ■?— A. Well, I thought so. 

Q. How came you to recognize those pantaloons ! — A. Well, I had 
seen them before. They were of rather lightish blue — not exactly blue, 
but they were very light blue, if anything. There was a little check 
about them — an indistinct check ; and the last time I saw him I remem- 
bered seeing those pants, I thought, and I thought that must be him. It 
proved to be so. 

Q. That was eight or nine months before that I — A. I think it was 
seven or eight months since I had seen him. He might have worn light 
pants again. It was warm enough, 1 fancy. 

Q. Were they summer pantaloons? — A. Well, such as might be worn 
in summer. They were not so light in texture as in color. It might 
have been any otber man just as well as him in those pantaloons; but 
it struck me at the time, and I dodged out of the way until he came into 
full view. I 

Q. Do you know what it was that induced him to come on here ? — A. 
No, sir ; I do not of my own knowledge ; but I know what I heard in 
regard to that. 

Q. Did you send him any money when he was at Toronto ? — A. I did 
not. 

Q. Do you know whether Nettleship did ? — A. I do not. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Did you give him any while you were in Toronto? — A. I did give 
him a little in this way: I went to the telegraph office to send this mes- 
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sa^e, and I had American money which the operator did not want to 
take. I had no other, and I was anxious to get that dispatch off as the 
office was closing. I asked Hayes if he had money enough to pay the 
dispatch. I think it was $3, or something like that. He said "Yes." 
I says, " You take this $5 note and you pay in coin for the dispatch.'' 
I didn't ask him for the change. That is all the money he received from 
me altogether. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. [Handing witness an envelope.] Look at that envelope and see if 
you know whose handwriting is on it. — A. I should say that was 
written by a man named Albert Kunz. He is a clerk in the office, 56 
Bleecker street. 

Q. In Whitley's office ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. [Handing witness another envelope.] Look at that envelope and 
see if you know the handwriting. — A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Look at the letter inside and see if you know the handwriting. — 
A. I do not recognize that. 

Q. Do you know Nettleship's handwriting ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that Nettleship's handwriting ? — ^A. I should not say it was. I 
do not believe it is. 

Q. That letter purports to be signed how ! — A. " Mrs. Shaw." 

Q. What is the date of it 5 or is there any date ? — A. It is without 
date. 

Q. You do not know the handwriting either of the letter or of the 
envelope ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Look at that letter and state if you know anything about that. — 
A. Yes, sir; that is in my handwriting. 

Q. Did you write that letter to Michael Hayes? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At Toronto? — A. I wrote it addressed to William Hynes, at 
Toronto. 

Q. But it was for Michael Hayes? — A. Yes, sir. [The letter was 
marked '^C."] • 

Q. How long have you known Nettleship? — A. I have known Mr. 
Nettleship nearly nine years now. 

Q. What has been his occupation since you knew him ! — ^A. He has 
been in the secret- service division. 

Q. All the time ?— A. All the time. 

Q. What kind of a man is he ? — A. I always regarded Mr. Nettleship 
as a straightforward and truthful man myself. I have been more inti- 
mately acquainted with him for the last three or four years than before 
that. W^e have been associated at the headquarters there in New York 
together most of the time. He has had charge of directing the general 
movements of the men and I have had charge of the clerical business, and 
have been sent out on jobs requiring an examination of books and pa- 
pers, or anything of that sort. W^e have been right together at head- 
quarters most of the time. 

Q. What is his reputation for honesty ? — A. His reputation I never 
heard questioned. My own opinion is that he is an honest man. I 
never saw anything to alter my opinion in that regard. 
By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know who lives at 156 Forsyth street ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know Mrs. Shaw?-^A. No, sir 5 I know of no woman by 
that name. ^ 

Q. Where does Kunz live, who is in your employ? — A. I don't know 
where he lives. I never knew where he lived or lodged. 
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Q. Is he a married man ? — A. I do not think he is. 

Q. How did you come to write this letter to Mr. Hynes ? — A. When I 
carae back from Toronto, and made my report to Colonel Whitley, he 
said he thought some arrangement would be made by which Hayes 
would be permitted to come to Washington and appear before the com- 
mittee ; that the committee were not working as fast now as they had 
been in regard to the matter, he thought, and 1 might say that to Hayes, 
to account for any delay there might be in his being sent for ; but that 
probably he would be sent for, and it would be as well to keep track of 
him, to know where he could address him, and let him know whether 
any arrangement could be made by which he could come back. I there- 
fore wrote that note to him. 

Q. Did you make an arrangement with Hayes before you left Toronto 
to write him ? — A. Yes, sir ; I asked him what name I should address 
him by in case I wanted to write to him. 

Q. What objection did he make to coming on with you ? — A. That he 
would probably be arrested and prosecuted for burglary. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How long have you lived in l^ew York ? — A. About fourteen years. 

Q. Are you pretty well acquainted there ? — A. Well, pretty well ac- 
quainted, sir. 

Q. Do you know where Eivingston street is I Are you well ac- 
quainted in that locality? — A. Well, I know the street. I don't know 
anybody that lives in Rivingston street that I am aware of 5 but one of 
our men might have lived in Eivingston street. 

Q. What is his name ? — A. There was a man that we had employed 
by the name of Mauk, I think. 1 am undor the impression that he 
lived in Rivingston street. 

Q. Do you not know anybody else there! — A. No, sir; nobody living 
in Rivingston street that I know of. I do not know any one personally 
or by name. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Who is Mauk "? Is he in your employ ? — A. He is not now ; he 

was. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How long since he was in your employ ? — A. He was in our em- 
ploy until some time during the past month. 

Q. How long had he been in your employ ? — ^A. A matter of more 
than two years. 

Q. What was his business ? — A. He was employed to detect counter- 
feiters and smugglers, and matters of that kind — any general fraud 
upon the Government. 

Q. He is not in your employ now ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Was he dismissed from the service ! — A. I think that he put his 
resignation in ; I think that he was not dismissed. His shield came 
back to me with the word that he had resigned ; but I did not see the 
written resignation. Mr. Nettleship said he had it, however, and the 
shield was turned back to me as a record. I understood that he had 
resigned on account of some transactions that involved him in Phila- 
delphia, that were considered questionable there, and it was not for the. 
good discipline of the force that he could be retained, as I understood 
it, and he was allowed to resign. That has been the custom with an 
officer who has usually proved himself faithful and good — if anything 
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is brought against him, that he should resign rather than that he should 
be dismissed. 

Q. What was his reputation as an officer ? — A. His reputation as an offi- 
cer, I beUeve, was very good. He had been considered reliable before 
the courts as a witness. 

The Witness, [referring to memorandum.] In regard to the compen- 
sation that he was to receive from Mr. Alexander, there was an indis- 
tinctness about that, I understood, in one point — I could not get the 
amount from him ; at another point there was something said about a 
thousand dollars. I notice that I got that when I looked over that 
memorandum just now, that the amount is marked as a thousand dollars. 
The other point is, the line underneath, which says on the last page 
'< Downs's letter.'' It has no connection with what is in the letter or 
what occurred at Toronto. 

By Mr. Thijrmak, [handing witness a letter:] 

Q. Will you look at that letter and see whether you have any knowl- 
edge of the handwriting? Look also at the envelope. — A. I don't know 
anything about that at all; I don't recognize anything about it. 

Q. Have you any impression or suspicion about it? — A. I don't see 
anything about that that I recognize, at all. 

Q. What is the stamp? — A. That seems to be the Spring-street hotel, 
which is — no, it isn't the Spring street, it is the Saint Nicholas hotel, 
Broadway. 

Q. That is the envelope, then, of the Saint Nicholas hotel, probably f — 
A. I never saw one like it. I don't know what kind they use there, but 
that seems to be the stamp on it. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. It is postmarked New York, isn't it? — A. The word "New" is 
there veiy plainly. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Did you ever hear of this letter ? — A. I think I have read some- 
thing of it in the paper before. 

Q. Did you ever hear of it before it was disclosed in this investiga- 
tion? — A. No, sir; I never did. 

Q. You have no idea, then, of the person from whom this letter came?— 
A, Not the slightest. I had not any knowledge of this matter until I 
went to Toronto, and nobody in the office knew that I was going. This 
letter being marked "confidential," I said nothing to anybody about it. 
I simply said to the clerks, " I am going out of town for a day or two." I 
don't suppose anybody in the office knew anything about this matter. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Ferry in New York ? — A. No, 
sir ; I don't remember such a name as that. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Perry? — A. I don't know a 
man by that name now. There was a man by the name of Perry some 
time ago connected with the secret service. That was more than a year 
ago. He was located at Albany, and died there more than a year ago. 

Q. I am not speaking of a man connected with the secret service. Do 
you know a man who was what they call a cracksman ? — A. No, sir ; I 
don't know any man by the name of Perry in the business. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. Look at that letter and see if you have any idea whose hand- 
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writing it is, [referring to a letter to Colonel Magruder, heretofore in 
evidence.] — A. I don't recognize that in any way at all. I thought 
when I first glanced at it that it had a resemblance to the handwriting 
of a man by the name of Drummond, but I see on close inspection that 
it is not his handwriting. It resembles it very greatly. 

Q. Who is Drummond "? — A. He is a man now in the employ of the 
secret service, located at New Orleans. There is a resemblance to his 
handwriting ; but I don't think it is his. 

Q. Do you know any such man as Harry Adams'? — A. I don't know 
any such man as Harry Adams, at all. 

Q. Under whose immediate control in the Treasury is this secret-serv- 
ice division ? — A. Under the control of the Solicitor. 

Q. Mr. Banfield ! — A. Yes, sir. 

H. C. Whitley recalled. 
By Mr. Thurman : 

Question. Look at that envelope and read the letter that is inside of it 
and tell us whether you have any idea of the handwriting, [referring to a 
letter to Mr. Harrington heretofore in the testimony.] — Answer. 1 do not 
recognize the handwriting at all. It doesn't appear to be anybody's 
handwriting. It looks to me as though it was sort of printed with a 
pen. It is a disguised handwriting. 

Q. But a person can tell sometimes, notwithstanding that ; that is, an 
expert can. — A. But it would be a very difficult matter for me. 

Q. You have no idea, then ? — A. I haven't the remotest idea in regard 
to it. 

Q. Did you ever hear of that letter ?— A. Yes, sir; I read it in this 
report. It is printed. 

Q. Had you ever heard of it before you saw it in the testimony taken 
hefore this committee? — A. I don't know whether I heard how Harring- 
ton found it out or not. I never had seen it in full. I don't know but 
what I had heard that such a letter was written — the same kind of an 
anonymous letter — but I read it in full for the first time. 

Q. I dontknow that I understood your answer; you say you may 
have heard that there was one. — A. I think I saw it in the newspapers, 
or something of that kind. 

Q. Was that before or after we had taken the testimony of Mr. Har- 
rington! — A. It was afterward. I got that impression on my mind 
that he was informed by that letter. 

Q. Look at that letter and see if you have any idea of the handwrit- 
ing, [being a letter to Colonel Magruder, heretofore in testimony.] — A. 
No, sir ; I have not. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Drummond ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was he ever in the secret-service division ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know his handwriting'?— A. Well, I think I should. I 
could bring plenty of it here. That is a similar handwriting to Drum- 
niond's. I can bring his handwriting here so that you can compare it, 
but I am not sufficiently familiar with it. It doesn't strike me that that 
is his handwriting, but still it may be. He writes something in that 
way. 

Q. You have none of his handwriting this side of New York, I sup- 
pose.— A. No, sir ; his report is kept there. But I can send you a full 
report if you want his writing. 

Q. Is he in the employment of the secret service now ? — A. Yes, sir ; 
he is. He is now in Wisconsin. He has not been here that I am aware 
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of. This is dated in New York City. He has been in !N'ew York since 
that^time, but whether he has been here or not I don't know. 

Q. He has been in New York? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know when he was'last in New York ? — ^A. I could not tell 
you 5 but I can tell you all the particulars from my books. I will give 
you all the information, and send you some of his handwriting. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Nettleship ever corresponds or uses the 
name of ^' Mrs. Shaw," or " Mr. Shaw f — A. I never heard him use it. 
1 can tell Mr. Nettleship's handwriting, I think, anywhere. He has a 
very j)eculiar handwriting. 

Q. Look at that envelope. Have you any idea whose handwriting 
that is f-^A. No, sir; I could not, although I can say that it is not Net- 
tleship's handwriting in my opinion. I do not think he could write that 
to save his life. 

Q. Look at that and see if you have any idea whose that is, [being a 
letter signed " Mrs. Shaw."]-— A. No, sir ; I have not. That is a dis- 
guised handwriting of somebody's. I should say that is not Nettleshij)'s 
handwriting, but I can produce you any amount of his handwriting, and 
you can judge for yourself. Nettleship is a very poor writer, and could 
write as bad as that, but it is not at all like his handwriting. 

Q. Do you think that is a disguised handwriting? — A. It looks to 
me as though it was. Generally men who write so poor as that probably 
wouldn't spread it out so much. 

Q. Is that Newcombe's writing ? — A. I should say it was not. I am 
very familiar with his handwriting ; I think I could tell it in any spot 
or place. It is barely possible that Mr. Newcombe could write like that, 
but I never saw him. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Do you know that handwriting? [referring to another letter.]— 
A. Yes, sir ; I think I do. 

Q. Whose is that ? — A. It looks like Mr. Kunzs's of my office. I think 
it is. I am not positive, but that is my impression. It looks very much 
like it. I could not swear to it; but I think it is his handwriting. I 
am quite confident that that is Kunzs's writing on the envelope. I may 
be mistaken, but I should take it for his anyhow. Mr. Kunz has a 
brother here. His brother's writing is not very different from that. 
But that is the Kunzs in New York, evidently. 1 can tell almost every 
man's handwriting about my office; but such a man as Drummoud 
writes an ordinary hand; that is, it is a plain but common hand; but 
Nettleship writes a very peculiar hand; so does Kunz. I can tell his 
or Newcombe's handwriting, I think, under any circumstances. 

The witness here retired from the committee-room, and, returning 
within a few moments, stated that Mr. Columbus Alexander had shown 
to him the signature to a letter signed "I. C. Nettleship," asking him 
(the witness) if that was Nettleship's handwriting. The witness re- 
quested that Mr. Alexander be summoned before the committee and 
examined in relation to said letter, and, in accordance with his request, 
Columbus Alexander was recalled, and testified as follows. 

Q. Was it signed '^Nettleship?" — A. I think it is his handwriting. 

CoLUiviBus Alexander recalled. 

By Mr. Thurmak : • 

Question. Have you a letter from Nettleship ? — Answer. I have a letter 
that has been sent to me. I understood that there was some handwrit- 
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in^ of Mr. Nettleship before the committee, and I thought perhaps this 
might throw some light upon the handwriting. I understood that 
he wrote under an assumed name. It has been sent to me by a party. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. How did you discover thatf — A. I got it through a detective. 

Q. I mean the fact that we had a letter which was written under an 
assumed name. — A. 1 say I got it through a detective. 

Q. Who *? — A. I think it was Mr. Downs. Here is his letter, and 
there is a letter to me inclosing the letter, and here is the envelope. It 
is only to show the handwriting of Nettleship. I think he told me that 
he was also going to send a letter similar to that to Judge Wilson, or 
that he had another letter that he proposed to. It is only, as 1 say, to 
show the handwriting, and I showed it to Mr. Whitley just now, and he 
says that is Nettleship's handwriting. 

Michael G. Baxters sworn and examined. 
• By Mr. Thurman: 

Question. What is your residence? — Answer. Jersey City, !N^. J. 

Q. What is your age ? — A. I was thirty-six last spring. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — ^A. I am employed in the secret-service i 
division under Colonel Whitley. 

Q. How long have you been thus employed? — ^A. I have been em- 
ployed since the 29th of December, 1870. 

Q. What was your occupation before that? — A. I was chief of police 
of Jersey City for four years, and I was four years and a half in the 
Army. 

Q. Have you any trade ? — A. No, sir ; none in particular. I learned 
a trade, before I came to this country, of weaver ; but that I have not 
followed much here. 

Q. Did you ever hear of a plan to commit a burglary in Washington 
City this winter? — A. I did not. I have been absent for the last three 
years, and haven't been in New York 5 that is, I have been here every 
six months, eight or ten days at a time. 

Q. When did you first hear of this blowing up of the safe in the dis- 
trict attorney's office ? — A. I read it in the paper. 

Q. Was that the first you ever heard of it ? — A. That is the first I 
ever heard of it. 

Q. Did you ever hear before that, that there was any job likely to be 
done here in Washington ? — A. None in the least ; I have no knowledge. 

Q. Do you know Michael Hayes ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you known him? — A. I have known him, if my 
memory serves me right, since September, 1871. 

• Q. Where did you become acquainted with him ? — A. I saw him first 
at Talladega, Ala. 

Q. What was he doing there ? — A. He was there with a man by the 
name of Downs, working the Ku-Klux cases. 

Q. What were you doing there? — A. I was sent there to take Downs's 
place. Dowjis, as I understood, got frightened, and left the place. 

Q. What was Hayes apparently doing? — A. He was at the same busi- 
ness. 

Q. Had he no ostensible occupation ? What did he hold himself out 
to be doing ? — A. I had orders from the colonel to go there and meet 
Hayes, and to operate with him among these people. 

Q. What did Hayes represent himself to the people of Alabama as 
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doing ? — A. To the best of ray redollection he represented himself as 
coming from New Orleans ; that he had killed a man, and he had to get 
away. 

Q. Did he join the Ku-Klux ? — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Did you ?— A. I did. 

Q. How long were you and he together there ? — A. I operated with 
him that whole fall. I ea.nnot recollect the time, but it was somewhere, 
I think, before New Year's. 

Q. From the fall till somewhere before New Year's ! — A. Yes, sir. I 
was then called to New York, in court, before Judge Benedict, in some 
counterfeit case. 

Q. What do you mean by operating with him? — A. Working together 
these Ku-Klux cases is what we call operating. 

Q. You say you don't know whether he joined the Ku-Klux or not ?— 
A. 1 do not believe that he did, to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. What is the reputation of the man ? How did he make his liv- 
ing f — A. I could not tell that. I have not seen him from that time 
until last week, when I saw him in New York. ' 

Q. Has he a family ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where are they? — A. He keeps a sailor boarding-house at 76 
Eoosevelt street. He formerly kept in Madison street, New York. I 
went to see him once when I returned from the South, and sent to his 
house. 

Q. He keeps a sailor boarding-house in Eoosevelt street — that is in 
New York City f— A. Yes, sir 5 I think it is No. 76. 

Q. Where is Eoosevelt street f — A. It runs from Chatham down to 
Peck Slip Ferry, I think, or down to East Eiver. 

Q. Did you ever hear of his being arrested for any crime If — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. What was it ? — A. On a charge of murder. 

Q. Where?— A. In New York City. 

Q. The murder of whom? — A That I cannot tell you; I only got it 
from hearsay. 

Q. When was he charged with murder? — A: That was some years 
back 5 I could not tell you how long. 

Q. Do you know Downs, of Baltimore? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you first become acquainted with him ? — A. I got ac- 
quainted three or four days before I got acquainted with Mike Hayes. 

Q. Is Mike an Irishman ? — A. I think he is of Irish desent, to the 
best of my knowledge. 

Q. Where did you get acquainted with Downs ? — A. I got acquainted 
with him at 52 Bleecker street, New York City, in Colonel Whitley's 
office. 

Q. Was he in the secret -service of the Government then ? — A. To 
the best of my knowledge, he was. 

Q. Did you know anything about his character f — A. I did not. 

Q. Did you ever hear that he was accused of any crime t — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know George Carter ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you first get acquainted with him ? — A. I got acquainted 
with him on the Selma, Eome and Dalton Eailroad, between Eome, 
Ga., and Grass Plain, Ala. 

Q. What year?— A. In 1871. 

Q. What was he doing ? — A. He was working the Ku-Klux cases. 

Q. Was he a Ku-Klux? — A. I do not believe that he was. 

Q. Did he join the Ku-Klux, I mean ? — A. That I do not know. 
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Q. How did you get acquainted with him ? — A. I got acquainted with 
him through one Daloma, who was operating with Carter. 

Q. Do you detectives of the secret-service have any signs or passes 
by which you are acquainted with each other •? — A. No, sir. 

Q. None at all ? — A. None whatever. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. When did you last see Michael Hayes ? — A. I saw him on the 12th 
of June, 1874. 

Q. Where f — A. At the corner of Chambers and Center streets, New 
York City. 

Q. Did you meet him on the street! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you come to meet him ? — A. I had a letter. Mr. Newcombe 
gave me a letter to take down to No. 1 Wall street, for A. D. Shep 
herd, treasurer of the National Bank-Note Company. Our office is No. 
56 Bleecker street, next to Crosby. I took the Crosby-street car, 
and went down town as far as it went 5 and right at the corner of Center 
and Chambers I saw Mike Hayes. I got oft* the car to speak to him ; he 
stood there with two men, one of whom I recognized as a cracksman or 
an old burglar. To that cracksman I was introduced three years ago. 

Q. What was his name ? — A. I cannot tell you his name, but I knew 
him the minut^ I looked at him. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. What took place? — A. I spoke to Mike Hayes and said, " Is that 
you, Mike F He said, " Yes 5 halloo ! " Then I asked him, " Mike, how is 
that; have you seen the New York Sun V^ He said, ''Yes, that is the 
first thing I bought this morning when I came here. I came here with 
the railroad." Said I, "How is that about- Carter P If I am allowed, 
I will use the expression that he said.' He said, '' Carter is a God 
damned lying son of a bitch.^ He said, "That thing is put up to 
beat Nettleship." Those are the words, and the exact words, that he 
used 5 it was on the southwest corner of Centre and Chambers streets. 

Q. What was it that was in the Sun ! — A. It was the statement, to 
the best of my knowledge, about this investigating concern — about 
this District concern, &c. y and about the safe robbery, and one thing 
and another. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Who was the other man?— A. I did not know him. 

Q. Was that all you said to him and all he said to you If — ^A. That is 
all he said to me. 

Q. Did you go on then? — A. Yes, sir; I was there a little while 
longer with him 5 he said he just came from Canada. 

Q. Did you know that anybody wanted him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you know at that time that this committee wanted him ? — A. 
I did not know that the committee wanted him, but I knew that the 
colonel wanted him. He gave me orders on the 14th day of May, and 
strict orders, to locate my case — find where he lived — and watch his 
house ; and at any time I got my eyes on him I should arrest him and 
bring him to the office. Two days before that I learned or heard at the 
office Colonel Whitley was at home and Nettleship was sick ; that Mike 
Hayes was found in Canada, and that he was to be there in a few da^^s. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. When was it that you had this interview with him on the corner 
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of Chambers and Centre streets ? — A. On the 12tli day of June, this 
mouth. 

Q. When was it that Whitley gave you the order? — A. On the 14tb 
day of May. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You say you talked with hiiu and with somebody; then what 
did he do? — A. 1 then went down to No. 1, Wall street, delivered 
my letter; went up and inquired whether to bring my case or not. 
There was no one there. The chief was absent, and I had no warrant, 
and I knew my case was a desperate character to arrest without a war- 
rant or subpoena or anything, sol waited till the next day, and the chief 
came and he gave me a good overhauling about not arresting him. 

Q. Then you have not seen him since ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you where he was going or what he was doing ? — A. 
He did not say anything to me. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. Have you any idea why he came here to testify ? — A. No, sir ; I 
do not know anything about it ; I have not seen him since. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You say the chief gave you a blowing up for ijot arresting him ; 
did you tell the chief that you saw Mike on the 12th ?— A. Yes, sir ; I 
told him that yesterday morning ; that was the first time 1 saw Colonel 
Whitley. 

Q. Did you tell Kunz, or anybody in the office, that you had met 
Mike Hayes ? — A. I told Kunz, but he did not know what to do at the 
time. 

Q. Did you not conclude to watch him ? — A. I did ; and that night I 
followed him all around, and I saw him again. 

Q. That night of the 12th ? — A. Yes, sir. I saw him again at 5 o'clock 
between First and Second streets, on the Bowery. 

Q. What doing? — A. He was in company with another man on the 
street, walking down. He gave me an introduction to him ; his name 
was Dailey. 

Q. What did they seem to be doing ? — A. Just going down, passing 
the street. I was standing there reading the Evening News, and the 
man clapped me on the shoulder, and, said he, '' Halloo, Mike! " 

Q. Did he say anything to you at all about this investigation !— A. 
No, sir; not a word. 

Q. Nor you to him ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Jewett : 

Q. You were not looking for him? — A. No, sir; that is, I was not 
hunting for him. I saw him about half an hour before that. He said 
he had to go up town some distance, and came back again. Then I 
went to his house to see if he was there. I asked a man underneath— 
there was a drinking-place under his house at Eoosev^lt — I asked him 
if he was home; and he said not yet, but he would be home that night. 
I had no warrant, and 1 was really, I will admit, afraid to take him 
then. 

Q. What was the number on Eoosevelt street ? — A. 76, 1 think. 

Q. Does he keep house or board there ? — A. It says oa the outside 
M. Hayes, 76 Boosevelt street. It is near the school-house. 

Q. How late was it that you went there to inquire about him ? — A. I 
think it was between 9 and 10 o'clock at night. 
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Q. And he had not retarneed ? — A. He had not been the 
what the man underneath informed me. 

Q. Wben did you last see Nettleship? — A. I think 
Thursday. 

Q. You have not seen Nettlesbip since ? — A. !N^o, sir. 

Q. You told no one but Kunz that you had seen Mike 
There was no one else there ; the chief was absent and Ne 
absent. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. What reason had you to suppose that Mike Hayes kn 
about this burglary ? — A. I had no reason to suppose any 
did not know that he knew anything about it. 

Q. What reason did the colonel give you why Mike Haj 
arrested ? — A. The way 1 do, if he gives me orders to arr< 
it is my duty to obey his orders. 

Q. Did he give you no reason why Mike Hayes should b( 
A. No, sir. 

Q. You did not know, then, that his order to arrest Mik 
anything to do with this burglary at Washington ? — A. I ( 
a thing. 

Q. When did you first learn that Mike Hayes was in a 
neeted with this burglary at Washington ? — A. When I s 
New York Sun. 

Q. When was that ? — ^It was on the 11th of this month. 

Q. Of this present month ! — A. Or last, 1 could not tell 
the paper yet ; 1 kept a copy of it 5 I was surprised when 1 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Are you on duty in New Y'ork ? — A. At present I am 
Q. Have you been on duty for the last month or two 1 

have been there for the last month and a half. 
Q. When Whitley told you to arrest Mike Hayes on the 

did he tell you to report, from time to time, or to report 

Yes, sir ; we have to make every seven days a written repo 
Q. Did you see Mike Hayes in the mean time *? — A. 1 die 
Q. Did you know that he had been in Canada? — A. I di 
Q. You knew nothing about it? — A. 1 did not know an 

about it. 
Q. Do you come to the office every day at 56 Bleeckej 

Yes, sir. 
Q. When Whitley is not there, to whom do you report I 

the time to Nettleship. 
Q. Did you tell Nettleship that you were looking for Mi 

A. He saw it by my reports. 
Q. Did he ever talk with you about Mike Hayes ? — A. ] 
Q. He never mentioned Mike Hayes's name to you ? — A. J 
Q. He never asked you to look for Mike Hayes ? — A. !No, 

supposed to obey his orders as long as the chief is there. 

are when we get instructions from the chief not to comn 

anybody, but mind the particular business we are detailed 
Q. Suppose that you received instructions from Nettles 

you report to. the chief? — A. Yes, sir; that is 

Q. The chief must know always what you are doing ? — I 
Q. But you don't report to iSfettleship even in the al 

chief ?— A. No, sir. 
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Q. Suppose you had found Mike Hayes on the 17th, and Whitley bad 
been absent, what would you have done ! — A. If I had had a warrant 
I would have arrested him. 

Q. But you did not have a warrant ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Colonel Whitley did not tell you, then, what he wanted Mike Hayes 
for ! — A. No, sir. • 

Q. But he told you to find him and do what with him f — A. To arrest 
him and bring him up there. 

Q. To the headquarters 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you expect to arrest him if you had no paper or war- 
rant ? — A. I saw a telegram coming here to Washington from our office, 
requesting either a subpoena or warrant for Mike Hayes ; I could not; 
recollect how long ago that was ; it was not many days before that. 

Q. You watched around on the night of the 12th. Did you pursue it • 
on the 13th 5 did you do anything the next day? — A. No, sir; until I 
saw the chief, and he asked me why I did not arrest Hayes. 1 told 
him I had no warrant. 

Q. What did Kunz tell you, when you told him that you had seen 
Mike Hayes? — A. He did not say a word to me; he is only a clerk. 
I would not obey his orders if he gave me any, unless it was left iu 
writing, or verbally, by the chief. • 

Q. He did not know that you were looking after Hayes ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Why did you tell him, then, that you had seen' him ? — A. I told 
him I thought perhaps he would see the chief before I would, or Nettle* 
ship, because he was there at the office steady. 

Q. You told him that you had seen Mike Hajes? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You had no communication with Nettleship for three or four 
days ? — A. No, sir ; I had not seen him. I know two or three days be- 
fore he had a severe cold and did not come over, and I think it was 
yesterday, or the day before, that his child died. 

Q. How did you come to speak to Mike about Carter ? — A. Because I 
saw it in the paper. 

Q. In the Sun ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was in the Sun? — A. I have not got the paper with me. 

Q. Was it the Sun of the 12th ?— A. 1 think it was the 11th. 

By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. Do you know this man Beaton who is in jail? — A. No, sir; I 
know no man by the name of Benton. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Williams, a pretty stout mau, 
a burglar? — A. No, sir; I know a good many burglars, but sometimes 
they assume different names. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Do you know anything about this man who is in jail under the 
name of Benton, for this safe-robbery ? — A. No, sir ; I never heard of 
him. 

Q. Do you know any man named Applegate ? — A. I do. 

Q. Where is he? — ^A. To the best of my knowledge he is in Boston. 

Q. What is his business? — A. If it is the same Applegate I know, be 
is employed in. the secret- service division of the Treasury Department 

Q. What is his first name ?— -A. William W., to the best of my knowl- 
edge. 

Q. Do you know a man named Payne ? — A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you know a man named Stephen ? — A. No, sir ; I know Stev- 
enson. 

Q. Who is he f — A. He worked with me last year, down here in East 
Tennessee, in the counterfeiting cases. 

Q. Where is he I — A. He has left the secret service. 

Q. Do you know where he is? — He lives in Newark, N. J., as I have 
heard. 

Q. Do you know a man named Sullivan ? — A. I do. 

Q. What is he? — A. He is an operator in the secret service, I be- 
lieve. 

Q. Where is he ! — A. I saw him in New York yesterday, at the office, 
56 Bleecker street. 

Q. Do you know a man named Harrison ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are there any men hi the secret service who are ex-convicts ?— A. 
I do not know that there is any to my knowledge. 

Q. Are there any men in the secret service who have been burglars — 
cracksmen f — A. No, sir; not that I know of. If there is, I don't know 
them. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Do you know a German in Newark, N. J., a tall fellow, who is 
in any way connected with the service, or employed occasionally by the 
service in any way ? — ^A. I know a German who was connected with 
them ; but that was some two and a half years ago. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. What was his name ? — A. Charles Backer. 

Q. When Were you l^t in Washington ! — A. I think it is about ten 
days ago that I came here. [Referring to a memorandum-book.) It 
was on the 4th of June. 

Q. When were you in Washington last before that f — A. That I could 
not tell you j I have not the book with me. 

Q. About how long ? — A. 1 came from Atlanta, Ga., I think, in the 
first part of May. 

Q. How long were you in Washington then! — A. I stopped here, I 
believe, two or three hours, or laid over one train to make connection 
with the other, to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. That is all the time you were here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When were you last in Washington before that ? — A. Last Octo- 
ber, I believe, or the first of November. 

Q. Do you know a man named Demaine in Washington City ? — A. I 
do not. 

By Mr. Hubbell : 

Q. Whom did you meet when you were-here in Washington, when 
you came up from Atlanta ? — A. I went up to the Treasury and got ray 
money. 

Q. Did you meet any secret-service people here? — A. No, sir; only 
those who are in the office up there. 

Q. Did you meet any of the New Yorkforeet— A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Do you know a German in Newark by the name of Gus Miller? — 
A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. What were you doing here the 4th of June! — A. I brought two 
18 SB 
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satchels full of counterfeit fifty cents, plates, rolls, dies, &c. — counter- 
feit moDcy. 

Q. This Cincinnati affair? — A. Yes, sir. They were two heavy satch- 
els. One of them weighed one hundred and sixteen pounds. I came 
here with the morning train. At 10 o'clock I received a telegraphic 
dispatch that my brother died in Brooklyn, and I returned on the 1.20 
train that evening. 

By Mr. Hubbell: 
Q. Whom did you meet while you were here! — A. I did not meet 
anybody except the colonel. He came on with me. 

By Mr. Thurman: 

Q. Did you make a haul of counterfeiters at Cincinnati ? — A. 1 was 
not there ; 1 was in East Tennessee. I was engaged the last year in 
East Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Q. I understood you, you brought on some counterfeiting materials 
and counterfeit money from Cincinnati. Was 1 right in that? — A. No, 
sir. I brought some counterfeit money with me when I came here, 
about six weeks ago, from Atlanta, Ga., and Knoxville, Teun., to the 
Kew York office ; and when I was here on the 4th of June, I brought it 
from the office in New York here to the Solicitor's office. 

Q. Did you arrest those counterfeiters in East Tennessee? — A. Yes, 
sir ; I did. They were all arrested, and are all in the penitentiary. 
They were all tried in the October term, before Judge Emmerson. It 
was this last spring term. It was Judge Emmerson, of Michigan. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. When you are in New York, ara you in the habit of staying in the 
office in Bleecker street ? — A. No, sir. I go there and receive orders, 
and go out and work. As I said before, since June, 1871, 1 have uot 
been in New York (3ity more than a week or so at a time. 

Q. Does Nettleship stay in the office? — A. 1 do not know. You see 
I have been absent all the time. 

Q. You say he never spoke to you about this burglary ? — A. Not a 
word. 

Q. He never said to you that you ought to keep a lookout for Mike 
Hayes ? — A. No, sir. I receive my orders from Colonel Whitley. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Where were you born ? — A. I wa« born in Germany. 

Q. Is there any German in Newark, N. J., in the service of the secret 
service division ? — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. You say you have no secret sign or passes, or anything iu the 
secret service so that you can make yourselves known to each other ?— 
A. No, sir; at least I know I never got such orders. 1 have worked 
among these Ku- Kluxers, where I met men accidentally whom I did uot 
know, and afterward found out they belonged to the division. I do 
♦ not know how many men there are, and 1 do not know where they are. 
1 have no right to inquire. If 1 get my orders to do a certain thing, it 
is all 1 have to do, except something in the way of a fraud ou the Guv 
ernment that comes under my observation^ and then it is my duty to 
report. 
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Thursday, June 18, 1874. 

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Albert Kunz sworn and examined. 
By Mr Thurman : 

Question. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation ? — An- 
swer. My name is Albert Kunz ; age, twenty-five ; residence, New Yorlc 
City ; occupation, clerk in the secret-service division of the Treasury. 

Q. How long have you been in that service ? — A. Four and a halt- 
years. 

Q. Do you know Michael Hayes ? — A. I do. 

Q. When did you see him last f — A. Last Saturday night. 

Q. When did you see him last before tliat i — A. The Friday afternoon 
pre\ious. 

Q. That was the day before I — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you see him last before that ? — A. Some twQ months 
previous. 

Q. Whfere was he when you saw him two months previous? — A. I can- 
not give the number ; but it was a place iu the Bowery, New York, 
near Bleecker street. It was either March or April. I remembej it was 
about two months previous. 

Q. That would be somewhere about the end of March or the begin 
ning of April ? — A. Yes, sir ; it was about the end of March or the be- 
ginning of April. 

Q. You saw him near the Bowery ? — A. In the Bowery. 

Q. Near Bleecker street ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him then ? — A. I had. 

Q. What was that conversation ? — A. About some bay-oil smuggling.- 

Q. Did it relate to anything else ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. It was entirely in relation to the bay-oil smuggling! — A. Yes, 
sir. He asked me to send him an inspector of customs to communicate 
with, in order to effect the seizure of the bay-oil. 

Q. And you say you did not see him from that time, which was in the 
latter part of March or the early part of April, until last week ? — A. 
Not that I know of. 

Q. Did you send him any money at any time since then t — A. I did. 

Q. To what place did you send him the money ? — A. To Toronto, 
Canada. 

Q. How much did you send him ? — A. Thirty dollars. 

Q. By whose direction did you send him that money ! — A. By Mr. 
Nettleship's request. 

Q. Did you write any letters ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Was the money simply put in an envelope and sent to him ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Without any letter at all ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why was it that there was no note accompanying: the money ? — ^A. 
I did not wish to communicate with him in any writing. 

Q. What w^as the object in. sending him the money! — ^A. To enable 
him to return to New York. 

Q. What did you want with him at New York ? — A. It was my un- 
derstanding that Mr. Nettleship had received word from him that he 
would come if he had the means j that he was out of money and would 
come if he received that. 

Q. What was the work that Mr. Nettleship had for him ? — A. He 
said that he would return to New York if he got the money. 
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Q. Why was it that Nettleship wanted him back in New York ?— -A. 
I believe, about a month ago, Mr. Nettleship was examined here befoii? 
your committee in regard to your safe burglary, and at the conclusion 
of the examination he promised to use every exertion within his meaiiB 
to bring Hayes back here to testify before you in regard to the matter. 
He told me that Colonel Whitley had used expressions against him 
that looked to him almost as though Mr. Whitley might think that he 
had some connection with the matter. 

Q. Mr. Nettleship told you that Whitley had used expressions towards 
him ? — A. Not exactly that, but expressions of a kind that would in- 
duce him to believe that. He. had not expressed his full confidence iu 
him. He talked to him as though there might be some connection 
between him and Hayes, and he would therefore use on his own account 
all possible exertions to bring Hayes back. This culminated — I cannot 
tell you exactly his operations although I know something about them. 

Q. Whose operations ! — A. Mr Nettleship's operations to bring Mr. 
Hayes back. I know that he received word from Hayes that he would 
return if he had the money, and on that 1 put the $30 in an/ envelope 
and directed it to Hayes, addressing him at Toronto, Canada. 

Q. Who gave you his address ? — A. Mr. Nettleship and Mr. Daloroa. 

Q. What is his first name ? — A. Louis. 

Q. Is he one of the secret service ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In New York City ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what time was it that you sent Hayes that money ? — A. I 
could not tell you exactly. Jt was on Friday ; I know that. 

Q. When was it? — A. I think it will be two weeks to-morrow. 

Q. Did you at any other time give any money to Michael Hayes ? — A. 
O, yes ; I have given money to Mike Hayes ; ^ many thousand dollars, 
i believe. 

Q. For his services in the secret service? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that? — A. At the time of the Ku-Klux investigations 
in the South. 

Q. What is the last time that you gave him any money prior to 
sending this $30 to him ? — A. 1 could not tell you that without seeing 
my accounts. 

Q. Can you come within three months of it ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you come within six months of it ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you give him any money, except the $30 that you have spoken 
of, which you sent him by mail, at any time in this present year ?— A. 
^o, sir. 

Q. Did you give him any money for or on account of anybody else at 
any time — A. I never gave him any money on my own account 5 always 
on others. 

Q. Did you send him any money on anybody's account any time this 
year beside that ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do yon know anything of Mr. Nettleship's giving him $200 at any 
time ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Mr. Nettleship did not give him any $200 through you ? — A. Not 
through me. 

Q. When did you first hear of this burglary of the safe I — A. It is 
impossible for me to tell. L read it in the newspapers, I suppose, ami 
heard talk of it in the oflSce. 

Q. Did you hear anything of a contemplated burglary in Washington 
before that burglary took place this year? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Somerville, a lawyer?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is he a lawyer employed by the secret-service people?— A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you know whether Nettleship is acquainted with Somerville^ — 
A. Yes, sir ; he is. 

Q. Do you know anything about an affidavit that was made by Mike 
Hayes that Mr. Somerville procured from him ? — A. I saw something 
iu the New York Sun in reference to it. 

Q. An affidavit made by Mike Hayes ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that the first you ever heard of that affidavit? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it in the New York Sun of yesterday ? — A. I believe it was 
of yesterday, and w as the proceedings of the day before yesterday, I 
suppose. 

Q. Was it the affidavit or was it his testimony before the committee 
that you saw in the Sun I — A. It simply made remarks about an affida- 
vit that it said had been obtained from him by Lawyer Somerville. 

Q. Then that is the first you had heard of it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Nettleship was in Toronto in the month 
of May last ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He was ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what time did he go to Toronto ? — A. I cannot tell you the 
(late except from the last arrests that were made out West. They com- 
menced ou the 27th of last month, and on his way out there Nettleship 
went off to Toronto instead Of going directly to Detroit and Cincinnati, 
where he superintended the arrests. Instead of going to Detroit, he 
went from there to Toronto, so that it must have been about the 25th 
or 26th of last month, or thereabouts — a few days previous to the ar- 
rests there. 

Q. A few days previous to the arrests at Cincinnati? — ;A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know how long he was in Toronto! — A. I do not. 

Q. Where was Mike Hayes at that time f — A. He was at Toronto. 

Q. Do 3 ou know whether Nettleship saw Mike Hayes at Toronto ? — 
A. I do not know, but I understand so. 

Q. Did Nettleship tell you that he had seen him there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you what took place when he saw him f — A. No, sir ; 
Bot particularly. 

Q. Did he tell you of any conversation that he had with him ? — A. 
^0, sir ; no particulars. 

Q. You say you saw Mike Hayes last Friday and last Saturday ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you then that he was coming to Washington ? — No, sir. 

Q. Did you ask bim whether he was going to Washington to testify ?— 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him on the subject of this 
burglary here ! — A. No, sir. Besides telling him that Colonel Whitley 
WHS not in town, but that Mr. Nettleship — I had no conversation with him 
except to tell him that Colonel Whitley was out of New York City, and 
that Mr. Nettleship was at home with a sick child, and that I had no 
authority to say anything to him or take any action in his case, but 
that I wished him to go to Newark, N. J., where Nettleship lived, and 
see him, and have a talk with him. 
Q. What was he to go and see him about f What did you tell him to 

Ro and see Nettleship about! — A. Of course, it was in connection with 

this business. , 

Q. What was it he should see Nettleship for ? — A. I do not know. 

1 understand that he was there — that he had returned at the instance 

of Mr. Nettleship — by some agreement that Mr. Nettleship had made 

^vith him. Of course, 1 did not know what the agreement was. I did 
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not wish to take any responsibility in the matter, and I sent him out 
there — asked him to go. 

Q. Did you give him any money ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Do you know a man named Dart ?— A. I do. 

Q. Is he in the secret service I — A. He is an inspector of customs at- 
tached to the secret service. 

Q. What is his first name ? — A. G. W. or W. G ; I am not sure which. 

Q. Do you know of that man Dart seeing Mike Hayes at any time 
within the last three months? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know a man named George. Carter ? — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known himf — A. Nearly four years, I should 
think. I am not able to tell. There are so many men that 1 know in the 
service that I cannot recollect. 

Q. Do you know a German who lives in Newark whose name is Gus, 
or Gustavus, or Gustave, and who is called Gus usually ? — A. I know 
many Guses and Gustaves, but none in particular. 

Q. Is there any German in Newark who is connected with the secret 
service! — A. No; not at present. There were some men there who 
were connected with it. 

Q. Who are they ? — A. A. M. Stephenton ; also Patrick C. Smith and 
George McOhesney. Those are all I can th'ink of. 

Q. Do you know this man by the name of Benton who is in jail now 
for this burglary ? — A. No ; except by name and reputation. 

Q. You know him by name and reputation f — A. Yes, sir 5 since this 
occurrence. 

Q. Is that his right name, as you understand ? — A. I say I only know 
him since this burglary was committed. 

Q. Had you ever heard of him before ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is that the envelope in which you sent the $30? [handing witness 
the envelope marked X.] — A. It looks like my writing. 

Q. Have you any doubt about it? — A. No; I have directed more 
than one envelope to that same address. I could not swear that that is 
the particular one. 

Q. Did you direct more thau one envelope 'to him at Toronto ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. That is your handwriting, though? — A. It is either my handwriting 
or a very clever forgery. 

Q. Have you any doubt about this being your handwriting ? A. No, 
sir. 

Q. I have here a letter addressed to James H. Downs, esq., dated at 
Philadelphia, January 6, 1871. Look at that letter and see if you know 
that handwriting. — A. Yes, sir ; I know that very well. 

Q. Whose handwriting is it ? — ^A. The gentleman who signed it, Mr. 
Nettleship. 

Q. Do you know a man named A. B. Cornell ? — A. By political repu- 
tation I know him very well, but not personally. 

Q. Who is he ? — A. A. B. Cornell, if I am not mistaken, is the sur- 
veyor of the port of New York, or has some oflflce under the custom- 
house. 

Q. Look at this letter, [handing to witness letter addressed to Colonel 
Magruder, and signed A. B. Cornell.^ Do you know CornelPs hand- 
writing ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recognize the handwriting of that letter ? — A. I do not 

Mr. Bass. I desire to have noted upon the record the fact that I 
know Mr. Cornell's handwriting very well, and I know that that letter 
is not in his handwriting. 
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By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. There is a letter dated April 20, 1874, addressed to Mr. Harrington 5 
look at it and see if you know the handwriting. — A. I do not. 

Q. Have you any idea of that ? — A. ^o, sir. 

Q. Here is the envelope of that letter. — A. I have no idea about it. 

Q. Do you know the handwriting of that address on that envelope ? 
[referring to address of letter signed Mrs. Shaw, heretofore referred 
to.]-^A. I do not. 

Q. Now take the letter in the envelope and see if you know the hand- 
writing. — A. I do not. 

Q. Have you any idea of the handwriting ? — A. No, sir. 
. Q. Is not that Mr. Nettleship's handwriting f — A. O. no; indeed not. 

Q. Is not that his handwriting, only written in a disguised way ? — A. 
No ; he could not disguise his hand. He is not a good enough scholar 
to disguise his hand ; he would not be able to do it if he tried. 

Q. You say he could not disguise his hand ? — A. I do not believe he 
could so effectually. No, sir, that is not Mr. Nettleship's handwriting. 
I am pretty well assured of that. 

Q. Is that your opinion ? — A. That is my opinion. 

Q. Here is another letter dated^ New York, April 13, 1871, addressed 
to James H. Downs, and signed ''I. C. Nettleship, chief ass'f Look 
at that and see if you recognize it. — A. I can tell that to be his 
writing from here. 

Q. Whose handwriting '^ — A. Mr. Nettleship's. 

Q. Do you know anything about that telegram ? [Being telegram of 
June 9, of Shaw to Hynes, at Toronto.] — A. Yes, sir; I do. 

Q. Who sent that telegram f — A. I did. 

Q. How come you to use the name Shaw? — A. Mr. Nettleship re- 
turned from Washington first. He used every means to find out Hayes's 
whereabouts. Among others, he sent the Italian detective, whose name 
I mentioned before, Mr. Lewis Dalorao,toMr. Hayes's house in Roosevelt 
street, where Mr. Hayes keeps a boarding-house for sailors, and espe- 
cially for captains and mates of ships. Mr. Dalomo went there ostensi- 
bly with leaf-tobacco, offering a bargain to Mr. or Mrs. Hayes. He of- 
fered that they should try for him to sell his tobacco to the captains who 
stopped in the house and to the sailors, and he in turn would, in case of 
tho captains wanting a sailor, as happens very often, in fact almost 
every day, be able to help them find sailors, because he was in the to- 
bacco business, and he had opportunities to find them at any time. By 
that means, as he says, he got the confidence of Mrs. Hayes, and obtained 
from her the fact that her relatives lived in Toronto, Canada ; that 
they owned the property of the Commercial Hotel. That is what he 
told me he found out. That she told him that anything addressed to 
him under that name would be met with satisfaction, and that he would 
not distrust it. 

Q. Under what name if — A. Under the name of Shaw. That was the 
name that he used before when he was in the Ku-Klux service ; ad- 
dressed letters to me or to Mr. Nettleship on the Ku-Klux business. 

Q. Hayes used the name of Shaw If — A. No ; he used the name of 

Shaw in addressing us. He could not send any letters so addressed to 
the secret-service division, so he used a fictitious name. 

Q. Did he subscribe Shaw as his own name, or direct it to Shaw *? — A 
He directed it to Shaw. 

Q. That is the way you came to use the word *' Shaw ^ in addressing 
him!— A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How did you find out that he was passing under the name of 
H.vues ! — A. She told me that. 

Q. Dalomo told you that Mrs. Hayes told him that Hayes was at To- 
ronto? — A. Yes, sir; we found that out from one point to the other; 
first found out that she had relatives there, that he was there, and that 
the property at the Commercial Hotel was owned by her relatives. 

Q. And that if a telegram over the name of Shaw was sent to him 
there, he would understand it ? — A. Yes, sir. This is not the first tele- 
gram. There was another telegram sent before. 

Q. This telegram, about which we have been examining, is dated 
June 9. Look at that and see if you know anything about it, [handing 
to witness telegram over the name of Mrs. Shaw, dated May 19.] — A. 1 
believe [examining] that is the first one I sent. 

Q. By whose direction did you send these two telegrams under the 
name of Shaw ! — A. By Mr. Nettleship's direction. 

[The telegram reads as follows :] 

New York, May 19, 1874. 
Wm. Hynes, Commercial Hotelj 54 Jarvis Streety Townto: 

Will be at Toronto next Friday or Saturday. Look out for me. Answer by tele- 
graph, or write. 

MRS. SHAW, 
168 Forsjfth Street 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Yon say you sent this telegram ? — A. I believe so. 

Q. You sent it by the direction of Mr. Nettleship? — A. Yes, sir; if 
it was sent at all. Yes, I sent it by the direction of Mr. Nettleship. 

Q. Who was going to Toronto ? — A. Mr. Kettleahip was. 

Q. Mr. ]^ettlesbip was going to Toronto? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was the understanding, was itf — A. I suppose so. 

Q. Did you or not know that Mr. Nettleship was going f— A. Well, I 
inferred so from this. 

Q. Did he tell you that he was going to Toronto? — A. No, sir. 

Q. He simply told you to send this telegram that he was going to 
Toronto ? — A. He simply told me to send that telegram. 

Q. Who drew up the telegram — yon or Nettleship ? — A. I did. 

Q. How did you happen to sign Mrs. Shaw f — A. I explained that. 

Q. Did he tell you to sign Mrs. Shaw to it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He did tell you to sign Mrs. Shaw to it, and you signed it by his 
direction f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, do you say you do not know anything about this letter that 
was signed Mrs. Shaw I — A. I do not. 

Q. You do not know how that came to be written, nor who wrote it !— 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know of anybody else who was using the name of Mrs. 
Shaw in making communications ? Did you ever hear of anybody else 
using that name ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. You live at 168 Forsyth street, which is the address given for 
Mrs. Shaw ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you get an answer to that telegram ? — A. I do not know that 
I did. I could find out easily enough. 

By Mr. Thtjrman : 
Q. I want to get now again, as exactly as you can give it, the date 
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when Nettleship was in Toronto ? — A. A few days previous to the arrest 
in Cincinnati. 

Q. When was that arrest in Cincinnati ? — A. May 28, or May 27 it 
commenced. 

Q. It was a few days pre\iou8 to May 27, then, that Nettleship was 
iu Toronto ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WiLSOl^ : 

Q. Where did Nettleship go from Cincinnati ! — A. That is more than 
I can tell you ; I do not know. 

Q. Did you have any communication with him while he was at Cin- 
cinnati ? — A. Yes, sir ; officially. 

Q. In what way ? — A. Receiving telegrams from him in regard to the 
arrest of counterfeiters there. 

Q. Did you telegraph to him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And wrote to him also? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you copies of those letters and telegrams ? — A. lN"o, sir. 

Q. You do not keep anything of that kind ?-^A. No, sir ; not private. 

Q. Do you know how Nettleship happened to go to Toronto I — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How did he happen to go there ? — A. From what I knew of him 
I can tell you. He wrote several letters to Hayes in regard to this mat- 
ter, and in regard to his returning here. His going there was in con- 
sequence of one of those letters. 

Q. Did he have that correspondence before he* went to Cincinnati? — 
A. I am unable to tell you that. According to these telegrams he must 
have had it previous to going to Cincinnati, because he went to Toronto 
before he went to Cincinnati. He went on his way there. ^ 

Q. On his way to Cincinnati he went to Toronto? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And not on his return ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is one of those men living in Newark, whom you have named as 
connected with this secret service, a German?^ A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you not know a German there who was connected with the 
secret-service division in some way ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know a German there who is sometimes used by the secret 
service in its operations I — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear of one ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. l>o you know of anybody from New York having been sent over 
to Washington about the time that this safe- burglary occurred? — A. I 
do from the reports. Mr. Nettleship was here. 

Q. Who sent him here ? — A. Colonel Whitley. 

Q. Do you know of anybody else sent over here ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear of anybody else being sent over here ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You heard nothing at all on that subject of anybody else being 
sent over here ? — A. No, sir. Several of our men passed through Wash- 
ington during that time. 

Q. Who receives the telegrams that come to Colonel Whitley's ? — 
A. Colonel Whitley himself, if he is there. The next officer to him is 
Mr. Nettleship. The next is Mr. Newcombe ; and the next, myself, in 
charge of the office. 

Q. You inspect all the telegrams that come in ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they preserved ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. They are all preserved ? — A. Yes, sir ; all of an official character 
are preserved, and are on my file now. 

Q. Do you know of any telegram being received from Washington 
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along about the 7th, 8th, or 9th of April ! — A. It would be impossible 
for me to tell. We receive sometimes twenty or thirty telegrams a day. 
Q. You don't recollect any particular instance of receiving a telegram 
rom Washington about that time f — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. What was Nettleship's business here in Washington in April?— 
A. It was kept rather quiet the tirst days ; but, of course, as soon as he 
made out his report, which is every seven days, I found out that lie 
was on the track of Tom Ballard, an escaped counterfeiter, and who 
was considered, by us, the most dangerous one in the countrj^. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How was Mr. Nettleship's account kept in your office? — A. la 
what way do you mean ? 

Q. How do you keep his account! You say he made his report?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the character of these reports ! — A. He states where he 
goes, and every day what he does, what information he receives, what 
directions he gives to the men, &c. 

Q. How is he paid! — A. On regular forms filled out—regular Treasury 
blanks, filled out and sent on here the same as any other officer's. 

Q. Who makes up his accounts there! — A. I do 5 I write them out. 

Q. Do you write them out! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. JSo you make them out. How do you know what amounts to 
put in! — A. I know his salary and his subsistence, and I take it 
from his report what transportation he has had, and figure it up under 
the different headings of transportation, subsistence, and services; and 
then he gives me the items of his incidentals or satisfies me that he 
has performed them. 1 know, generally, all about them, and I simply 
write it out, figure it up, add the certificate to it. He signs the voucher 
and I send it off. 

Q. How does he satisfy yon that his accounts are correct ! Does he 
have any papers of any kind to show ! — A. O, yes ; I keep some of the 
I)apers myself. Some of the heavier office incidentals Mr. Nettleship 
puts in his bill. He pays the rent of the office, the gas, and the 
livery, which sometimes amounts to a great deal. 

Q. But suppose that he has employed somebody to do some sort of 
service for him, do you take his word for the amount of service that he 
renders or do you require some kind of a voucher ! — A. That depends on 
the kind of a man whom he employs. If he employs a counterfeiter, for 
instance, he would not take a receipt from him; he would not have any 
receipt on file. If he employs an honest man, of course he takes a re- 
ceipt. 

Q. Have you blank forms for those receipts! — A. No, sir, not for 
the sub vouchers ; they are made out in writing. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. How long have you been in the secret service ! — A. I have been 
there four and a half years nearly. 

Q. What was your occupation before you were in the secret service ?— 
A. I was engaged on the newspapers. 

Q. What is the character or reputation of this man Michael Hayes!— 
A. Well, I never have heard anything particularly bad about him, 
except that he was on trial for murder; but he was acquitted. 

Q. When was that he was on trial for murder !— A. Two years and a 
half ago, I should say, from my best recollection. 
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Q. Had he killed a man ! — A. That is what they charged him with. 

Q. Yon don't know on what ground he was acquitted ! — A. Well, it 
was a very odd case ; some of the witnesses had disappeared ; and it 
was stated to be more persecution on political grounds than a prosecu- 
tion for the furtherance of justice 5 so that he was acquitted. I do not 
believe that he was guilty. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Did you make up Nettleship's accounts for April and May, on 
which he drew his money? — A. I could not swear to that; he might 
have made out one here; in that case one of the clerks here would have 
made it out ; but I generally make them out ; eleven out of twelve I am 
sure I made. 

Q. Where he thus produces subvouchers, as he calls them, do you 
preserve them I — A. I do not; that is his responsibility. 

Q. He holds all those in his own hands, does he 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He sends over to you his subvouchers to make out his account, 
an I th^u he takes the subv^ouchers back again ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is the way it is done I — A. Yes, sir ; he is my superior ; I am 
not his. 

Q. Do you recollect anything at all about his accounts for April and 
May t — A. Nothing further than that they were about the usual amount. 

Q. How much was that t — A. They would run all the way from seven 
to eleven hundred dollars. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. Do you remember whether, in those months of April and May, 
tliere was anything for money paid Michael Hayes ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. What do you mean by " no f " — A. I do not recollect any. 

By Mr. Wilson : * 

Q. Do you recollect anything being paid for William Hynes I — A. I do 
not. 
<i. Think about that a little, if you please. — A. I do not. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. You say you met Michael Hayes down at the Bowery ! — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. How happened you to meet him there I — A. There is a place there 
where I take my lunch regularly every day ; I go in at least half a dozen 
times a day. 

Q. To take a lunch ? — A. Not to take my lunch half a dozen times a 
day, but to take a drink or a cigar, or play a game, or something like 
that. 

Q. Did you know Hayes was to be there t — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Hayes know you were to be there ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any understanding that you would meet there ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. When did you last see him before that time ! — A. I am pretty sure, 
aud, in fact, I am certain that I had not met him before this year. I 
bave known him almost intimately. I may have met him and saluted 
Mm. 

Q. Do you know of Nettleship's meeting him there at the Bowery ? — 
A. No, sir. 

Q. At no time ? — A, No, sir. 

Q. Did he, Mr. Nettleship, tell you what took place between him and 
Hayes at Toronto f — A. He did not. 
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Q. Did he have a talk with you about itf — A. No, sir; be did not 
talk with me about it, except that I expected that it would result in his 
return to New York. He never speaks to me, or to ianybody else, about 
his business. 

Q. Did you come over from New York with Kettleship last night I— 
A. I came over last night. He jumped on the train at Newark, and we 
got on separate cars. 

Q. Had you seen the printed testimony in this case? — A. No, sir; 
except what was published in the New York Sun. 

Q. Do you mean to swear before this committee that you never gave, 
directly or indirectly, to Hayes, within the last two or three months, or 
sent to him, any money beside that $30 in that envelope ? — A. That is 
what 1 have sworn to, and that is what I mean to swear again. 

Q. So that there is no misunderstanding about that*? — A. No possible 
misunderstanding. 

Q. And you have never met him within the last four months, except 
on those three occasions H — A. No, sir; not that I know of. 

Kennedy Duff sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Question. You are the manager of the Franklin Telegraph Company 
in this city*? — Answer. Yes, sir. 
. Q. In charge of the oflflce f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That office is just this side of the Metropolitan Hotel ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. You were requested to-day to look for a dispatch said to have been 
sent about the 7th day of April. Have you looked ? — A. I desire to say, 
sir, before answering your questions in regard to this matter under ex- 
amination, that I enter any protest, if your honorable body will permit. 

Q. You have been subpoenaed in this case, have you not, in due 
form ■? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then the committee will have to insist upon asking you and requir- 
ing you to answer. State whether you have looked for such a tele- 
gram. — A. Yes, sir 5 I made an examination this morning. ' 

Q. State, if you please, what you found with reference to it. — A. I 
found a message answering to the description which you gave me. 

Q. Have you a copy of it with you •? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Produce the copy. — A. It is as follows : 

H. C. Whitley, 

No. 56 Bleecker Street^ N. F. : 

Metropolitan Hotel. No one here. What shall I do ? 

M. HAYES. 
Nine. Paid 40. 

Q. What is the date of that ? — A. The message is not dated itself, 
the customer having omitted the date. 

Q. This is the original message filed with youf — A. Yes, sir; I found 
it filed with the business of April 7, and recorded on the book for that 
duy. 

Q. At what hour, do yon recollect? — A. Yes, sir; the reception of it 
is timed at 5.15 at our office, and sent to New York at 5.20. 

By Mr. Thubman : 

Q. Can you ascertain by telegraphing to your office in New York 
whether that was delivered ? — A. I presume so, sir. We generally take 
evidences of that. 
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[The witness was here directed to make the iuquiry suggested by Mr. 
ThnrinaD, and also to ascertain and report to tiie committee whether 
any reply bad been sent to the above-mentioned telegram.] 

Maj. Ben: Perley Poore sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Thurman : 

Question. State whether you are an expert in handwriting — whether 
you consider yourself such in the comparison of handwritings. — An- 
swer. I have been a collector of autographs since 1836, and in that 
capacity have had a great many occasions to investigate handwriting ; 
I consider myself something of an expert. 

Q. Here are two letters, one dated January 6, 1871, and the other 
April 13, 1871, from Mr. I. C. Nettleship to Mr. James H. Downs, esq., 
They are admitted to be genuine letters. Look at that if you please. 
[The witness examines. letters as requested.] Now, here is a letter pur- 
porting to be written by Mrs. Shaw to " Friend Hines." I hand you 
that letter and ask you to compare those and see whether you have any 
opinion upon the question whether they were written by the same per- 
son. I desire to call your attention particularly to the r's and y's ? — 
A. If this [referring to letter signed "Mrs. Shaw''] was written by the 
same person, it is a disguised hand, but there are some points of simi- 
larity. When a person writes a letter in an assumed hand and gets nearly 
through, coming to the signature, he is very apt to drop the dis- 
guise ; and that y in the word " yours," which was the tirst thing I 
looked at, shows a good deal of similarity with the other letter — in fact, 
a decided similarity. The r's are different, and the r's are different all 
through. This r [indicating] is like an n. In the "yours" there is a 
gfreat similarity, and that is the place where you generally find the simi- 
larity in cases of the kind. 

Q. How about the h's? — There is a great similarity in the h's. I 
should say that that was a disguised hand ; whoever wrote it, [referring 
to the letter signed " Mrs. Shaw;"] and there are strong indications that 
it was written by the person who wrote the others. 

Q. Is there sufiBcient to make an impression upon your mind whether 
the writer of those three letters was the same person t — A. I should say 
that it was very probable that it might be the same person. 

Q. Look at that letter, [referring to letter to Mr. Harrington, hereto- 
fore in testimony,] and see whether you find any similarity with the 
letters previously handed to you. — A. This letter is very carefully 
printed, but in the i's there is a little similarity through it, as though 
that was the natural handwriting, and those i^s resemble the i?s in the 
genuine letters: 

Q. Do you see any other letters that strike your attention ? — A. In 
this Mrs. Shaw letter those r's were different from the letter here with 
which I compared them, in which the r's were mad« in that way, [in- 
dicating.] But in this letter, the r's are made the other way, so that the 
writer in this letter evidently occasionally made his r's like this, in two 
different ways. It is evidently a person who has no absolutely cerUiin 
style of writing. 

Q. Do you, think the general appearance of that letter to Harrington, 
which is evidently what we call printed with a pen, indicates a more ex- 
pert and neat penman than the writer of the other letters, or noti? — 
A. Well, I do not know, sir 5 there are some points that are similar. 
These letters that are signed, every word is identified to itself, and no 
words are run in together. It is the same way in this letter to Har- 
rington 5 every word is by itself. The e's in all four of these letters are 
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very much the same, and the pen is very much the same. You will 
notice that it is all written witli a peu which makes a heavy mark, aod 
which writes clearly and without sputtering. 

E. B. Nixon sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Question. Have you had any experience in the comparison of hand- 
writings If — Answer. I cannot say that I have, any more than that my 
business for the last twelve or fifteen years has been book-keeping, 
writing, copying, and transcribing. 

Q. Here are two letters admitted to be genuine. Examine those 
letters, and then compare them with that, and state whether, in your 
opinion, that letter purporting to be written by Mrs. Shaw is, or is not, 
the handwriting of the same person who wrote the other two letters.-^ 
A. If those two letters had been handed to me separately and at dif- 
ferent times, I would not have supposed that they were written by the 
same party. I write this hand myself — a back-hand — and also a ruu- 
niug-haud, to the right and left. Sometimes the clerks down stairs get 
short in engrossing, and I engross an enrolled bill for them. In so 
doing I generally write in back-hand because it is plainer. It seems to 
me that this is a disguised hand. 

Q. You would think, then, that the three letters were written by the 
same person, but the Shaw letter in a disguised hand ; do I understand 
that to be your opinion f — A. I find a word in this letter that I referred 
to which shows the curl of the " h f then that " y " and this " y f and 
also that "y" and this "f," and this "h" and that "h," [indicating 
words in different letters,] show the same curve. Persons writing that 
hand write closer than in writing this. They are not accustomed to 
write, and they throw the strokes of the letters farther apart, but this 
is the same curve. My opinion is that that letter was written by the 
person who wrote this letter. There is more similarity, it seems to me, 
in the writing between those two than there is in that, [indicating.] 

Q. Your opinion is that this is the disguised hand of the writer of 
those other letters ? — A. Yes, sir. 

J. W. F. KuNZ sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Question. What is your name and occupation ? — Answer. My name 
is J. W. F. Kuuz. I am a clerk at present in the secret-service divisiou 
under Colonel Whitley. 

Q. What is your age ? — A. Thirty-three. 

Q. In which office do you write ; in Washington or New York ? — A. In 
Washington. 

Q. Whereabouts in Washington ? — A. In the Treasury Department. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Nettleship? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you see him last ^ — A. He is here at present. I have 
seen him frequently in Washington. 

Q. Did you see him in Washington at any time last April ! — ^A. I 
could not be positive; but I have seen him frequently. 

Q. Have you any doubt of having seen him here in April ? — A. No, 
sir ; I think I can swear I saw him here in April. 

Q. Where was he staying in Washington when you saw him in 
April ?— -A. I think he was at the Owen House, where he generally 
stops. 
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Q. Were you with him a good deal at that time ^ — A. No, sir 5 I was 
not with him a great deal. 

Q. Did you at that time wear side whiskers ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know a clerk in the Treasury Department not quite so tall 
a man as you are, and about your age, who wears side whiskers, and 
who is acquainted with Nettleship ? — ^A. I have been eleven years, in the 
Treasury Department. I know a great many young men who wear side 
whiskers. 

Q. Do you know any acquainted with NettleshipT — A. Yes, sir; there 
is Shaler in the secret-service division. 

Q. Anybody else? — A. Yes, sir; I think Mr. Nettleship knows a 
gieat many persons in this city, inasmuch as he has been, more or less, 
in the city since 1861, as I understand. 

Q. I am speaking of persons in the Treasury Department. — A. He 
knows Mr. Davidson, a clerk to the Solicitor, I believe, and Mr. Burr, 
in the Solictor's Office, and Mr. Elms, the chief clerk of the Solicitor's 
Office, and many others, I believe. 

Q. On what business was Nettleship here in Ai)ril ? — A. As I under- 
stand it was in the so called Howard case. 

Q. What was that case ? — A. I have nothing directly to do with it^ 
but I understood that an investigation was going on here, and I under- 
stood that he had something to do with it, and was requested to look 
into certain fraudulent vouchers, or something of that kind. 

Q. Was that the only business that you know of his having here at 
that time ? — A. The only business, sir. 

Q. Was he here in May ?— rA. I think he was, sir, on and off. 

Q. When he was here in April did. you see him in company with a 
man from !N^ew York 1 — A. No, sir ; I do not think I did ; at least I do 
not know the parties. 

Q. Do you remember anybody whom you saw in his company while 
he was here in April ? — A. I have seen him with several men, I believe, 
but I do not think of any stranger to me. There was Mr. Shaler. He 
called at the office every day. I saw him with Mr. Burr. 

Q. Who called at the office every day ? — A. Mr. Nettleship. He was 
the chief assistant. 

Q. W^hat Burr was that? — A. He called on Mr. Burr. I saw him in 
the Solicitor's Office. He is one of the law clerks in the Solicitor's 
Office. He has been acquainted with him ever since 1861, he tells me. 

Q. Did you see him with anybody else? — A. I do not remember 
having seen him with anybody else. 

Q. Did Mr. Shaler wear side-whiskers then ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what sized man is Mr. Shal6r ? — A. He is a much smaller 
man and younger than I am. He is one of the clerks in our office. 

Q. In the secret-service office *? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What kind of a man is Mr. Burr ? — A. He is an elderly gentle- 
man. 

Q. Do you know a man named Michael Hayes? — A. I have heard of 
him. 

Q. Do you know him ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know whether you ever saw him or not? — A. I know 
positively that I have not seen him ; if I have seen him, I did not know 
the man. I have heard the name frequently recently. 

Q. Do you know this man called Benton, who was put in jail for the 
safe-burglary in Harrington's office ? — A. 1 do not. 

Q. Did you ever hear anything about it f — A. Yes, sir 5 certainly. 
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Q. Did yon ever hear anything about him before the safe-burglary !— 
A. I never did, sir. 

Q. Do you know any German in the employment of your secret service 
who lives in New Jersey *? — A. I know but two Germans ; one is a man 
named Bauers, in New York, and the other a man named Mauk. There 
are two German detectives. 

Q. What is Mauk's first name ?— A. G. W., I think. 

Q. You know a man named Bauers ! — A. Yes, sir ; he was before 
your committee yesterday. 

Q. What kind of a man is this Mauk ! — A. Mauk is a man of about 
thirty-eight, a very tall man ; may be about forty years ; that I could 
not tell. I saw those men but very seldom. 

Q. Do you know whether that man Mauk was here in April t — A. I 
do not think he was, sir. 

Q. What makes you think that he was not ! — A. Because I do not 
remember. Those detectives going South, for instance, frequently pass 
through here and stop at the office. They call in and say *' Good morn- 
ing,'' and off they go. 

Q. His name is W. G. Mauk ?— A. I think G. W. or W. G. G. W., I 
think. 

Q. Gustavus is his name, is it not ; or Gustavo? — A. I do not know, 
sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. How many times did you ever see Mauk I — A. It is very difficult 
for me to answer. I should say I have seen him, in round numbers, half 
a dozen times, perhaps eight or ten times. 

Q. When did you see him last! — A. I think I saw him last in New 
York. I sometimes have to go on on business. The last time, if I am 
not mistaken, that I was in New York was ii the month of February. 
I met him at the office in New York. 

Q. Is he a slender man or a heavy man ? — A. He is a stout, heavily- 
built man. 

Q. A man in good health f — A. Yes, sir ; a very strong man, I think. 

Q. What other German did you say you ^new who was connected 
with the se<a*et service ? — A. The only Germans I know are Bauers and 
Mauk. 

Q. Do you know any person who is used sometimes by the secret 
service — a German who is not regularly in that service ? — A. I do not, 
sir; 1 believe there are a great many men who have certain information 
and furnish it, who are temporarily employed in New York, with whom 
I never come in contact. I only know the regular employes. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Do you know a German sometimes called "Gus," or Miller ■?— A. 
No, sir ; I do not. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. Does this man Mauk, like the rest of the secret service, sometimes 
pass under assumed names f — A. I never heard of it, sir. 

Q. Do you know how^ it happened that Michael Hayes came here to 
testify 1 — A. I do not, sir. 

Thomas Shaler sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Question. Where do you reside ?— Answer. In Washington, 
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Q. What is your occupation! — A. I am a clerk in the Treasury De- 
partment, connected with the secret-service division. 

Q. How long have you been a clerk there! — A. Since May, 1869. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Nettleship ? — A. I do. 

Q. How long have you known him ! — A. Ever since my connection 
with the division ; that is, I think, I met him about a month or two, 
probably, afterward. 

Q. Where did you reside prior to your connection with this service ! — 
A. In New Orleans. 

Q. Did you know him before you came here ? — A. No, sir 5 never met 
the gentleman before. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Nettleship here in March or April last ? — A. Yes, 
sir; I have seen him. I think I saw him during those months ; I think 
once or twice, possibly. 

Q. Give the time that you saw him, as near as you can. — A. I could 
not state that very definitely. I have not any recollection. I know 
that he was here. 

Q. How long was he here ! — A. I think that he was here for a day 
or 80. 

Q. Where was he stopping t — A. I think that he was stopping then 
at the Saint James, if I mistake not. I am not certain. I did not see 
him at the hotel at all. 

Q. Where did you see him t — A. I saw him at the office. 

Q. Dfd you see him any place else? — A. Yes, sir ; I met him on the 
street — on the avenue — once. 

Q. Where ! — A. That was on the avenue between — I could not state 
that. It was anywhere from the vicinity of Eleventh npto Thirteenth. 
Somewhere along there. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him then? — A. Nothing at 
all ; not of any import at all. I had purely a social conversation with 
him. 

Q. Do you know whether he stopped at any place else in the city be- 
side the Saint James when he was here at that time ? — A. I cannot say 
that positively. I know that he was in the habit of stopping some- 
times at the Owen House. 

Q. Do you know whether he did stop at the Owen House at that 
time t — A. No, sir. 

Q. That you do not know. — A. No, sir. 

Q. You say you saw him on the avenue t — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long were you with him on the avenue? — A. I could not state 
that; it was but a very few minutes. I have met him occasionally also. 

Q. Did you walk with him that time on the avenue? — A. Yes, sir; I 
walked a short distance with him. 

Q. In which direction ? — A. I think I walked toward the Treasury at 
that time. 

Q. Was there any place else that you saw him in the city ? — A. As I 
Btate, I saw him at the office several times. 

Q. Exactly, and you said you saw him on the avenue. Was there 
auy place else where you saw him in the city ? — A. If you will name the 
particular time I might state that positively. 

Q. I am speaking of the time that he was here in April. — A. I can- 
not answer that, sir, for the simple reason that I cannot recollect the 
time distinctly. I have no definite recollection of having met him more 
than once in the month of April ; not more than once or twice, possibly 
twice. 

19 SB 
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Q. Do you recollect of meeting him up on Fourteenth or Fifteenth 
street? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you recollect of meeting him near the Arlington t — A. I do 
not. 

Q. And walking with him on the street? — A. That may have beeoin 
March I have met him. 

Q. Do you recollect any such occurrence as that ? — A. I will state the 
circumstances this way: I have frequently been in the presence of Mr. 
Nettleship whenever he came to Washington. Of course, during my 
oificial relations, he has been here very frequently, and it has sometimes 
hai)pened that I have had to be in his presence. 

Q. Do you recollect meeting him on Fourteenth or Fifteenth street at 
any time ? — A. I consider that, of course, a portion of the Treasury 
Department. 

Q. I will ask you if you recollect meeting him near the Arlington, on 
Fifteenth ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. At no tiine? — A. No, sir. I recollect once — that wa& some time 
ago — of seeing him at the Arlington. That was probably two months or 
so ago, say two or three months ago. 

Q. How did you happen to meet him. at the Arlington ? — A. Inci- 
dentally, only ; not by any pre-arraugement at all. 

Q. Where did you see him in the Arlington ? — A. In the regular hall 
of the hotel. 

Q. How long did you talk with him there? — A. I had no lenglihy con^ 
versation with him ; in fact, I had no regular conversation with him al 
all. 

Q. You simply saw him ? — A. That is all ; I had merely a Bominal 
conversation with hipi j it was purely social. 

Q. What was Nettleship doing here; what was hia business?— A. 
That 1 do not know. He intimated to me once that he had somethiag 
to do in the Barney case. That I did not know. He intimated to me 
that much. He never told me his business, and of course I had no right 
to question him. 

Q. What is your business in the Department?: — A. I am a clerk iu 
the office and have charge of the safe, plates, and counterfeiting ma- 
terial, and keep a record of the same ; doing regular clerical duties 
there. 

Q. Have you been over here at any time during this investigation in 
this committee-room? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How often ? — A. Two or three times; not more than that. 

Q. When was that ? — ^A. That was during the month of April, I think, 
if I mistake not. I am not certain on that point. 

Q. About what time in April was it that you were here ? — A. I can- 
not recollect the date^ sir. 

Q. Who did you come to see? — A. I came two or three times to my 
certain recollection merely as a visitor. Onee I came to see Mr. Har- 
rington on business. 

Q. Did you come to see him more than once ? — ^A. No, sir ; not here. 

Q. Who sent you to see Mr. Harrington? — A. No one, sir. 

Q. Was it oflScial business about which you came to see him ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. You came of your own accord ? — A. I did, sir. 

Q. Without any direction from anybody? — ^A. Without any direction 
from anybody. 
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By Mr. Thurman : 
Q. When Nettleship was here in A^pril, were you on the street with 
him at any time! — A. I have answered that question ; that is, as far as 
my recollection serves me. I said that I recollected seeing Mr. Nettle- 
ship, I think, once or twice, probably in March or April. 

Q. Did you know a man named Michael Hayes? — A. No, sir; I never 
met the man, and do not know him at all. 

Q. With whom did you see Nettleship in company during the time 
that he was here I — A. With no one, sir. 

Q. No one at all ? — A, No, sir. 

Q. Had you ever heard of Michael Hayes before this burglary I — A. 
Never, sir. § 

Q. Then, of course, you did not know him ? — A. I did not know him at 
all, sir. 

Q. Had you ever heard of this man Benton, who is in jail ! — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. What business brought Nettleship here? — A. I could not say pos- 
itively, sir. 

Q. You do not know ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. You have no recollection of seeing him in company with any- 
body?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Wiih no citizen of this town ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know what acquaintances he has here in Washington ? — A. 
I do not, at all; in fact, my impression is that he has none at all ; I do 
not know, however. 

Q. None at all ? — A. I may modify that by saying except those con- 
nected with the Department officially. I understood you to mean pri- 
vate acquaintances. I do not know of any acquaintances of his. 

Q. Has he not been at Washington a great deal during the last seven 
or eight years? — A. Yes, sir; he has been here quite frequently, I be- 
lieve. 

Q. And you do not know of his making any ac<]naintance at all? — A. 
I do not. 

Q. Do you know of his going to any club in this town ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear of his going to any club in this town ? — A. Only 
since this investigation. 

Q. What have you heard about his being at the club since the investi- 
gation ? — A. 1 have read the proceedings ; that is all I know. 

Q. Did you ever hear of his being at the Washington Club ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. You do not know anything about his having an appointment to 
meet anybody at the Washington Club ? — A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Have you ever heard anything about a projected burglary before 
this safe was blown open, here in Washington, at any time in March or 
April ? — A. Do you mean prior to the time that it occurred ? 

Q. Yes; that there was any plan on foot to blow up a safe ? — A. No, 
sir : I never heard anything at all in reference to it. 

Q. You say you are acquainted with Mr. Harrington ? — A. Yes, sir ; 
I have known him, officially, for the last four or live years- 

Q. Did he know that you were in the secret-service division? — A. I 
presume that he did. 

Q. Are there any detectives in this town, to your knowledge, in the 
service of the District government ? — A. No, sir ; not that I know of. 
Do you refer to these local detectives? I consider those, of course, a 
part of the government. 

Q. Who are they ? — A. I know them all, from Olarvoe down. 
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Q. Give their names. — A. Mr. Clarvoe, Mr. Miller, Mr. McElfresli, 
and Mr. McDevitt. I know all of them. I have met them. 

Q. Did you ever hear of a letter received by Mr. Harrington saying 
that there was a plan to blow up his safe ? — A. I heard that only after 
the occurrence. 

Q. You never heard of it until aftar the occurrence f— A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know whethw Mr. Harrington ever solicited the aid of the 
United States secret service division to find out whether there was any 
such plan on foot? — A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Do you know of his applying for the aid of your division to find 
out who were these criminals that blew open his safe ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. You«do not know anything about that at all f — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. You came over here to see Mr. Harrington on official busi- 
ness ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that! — A. As I said, I think it was either in March or 
April. It was during the investigation, I know that. 

Q. Do you recollect about what time it was? I would like to have 
you come as near as you possibly can to the time. — A. I could not 
state positively ; I could only say that it was during the latter part of 
March or probably up to the middle of April ; I am not certain about 
that. It was probably the last part of March. 

Q. You say nobody sent you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You came of your own accord f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that usual in your business? — A. Yes, sir; the circumstances 
warranted it at that time. 

Q. What was the nature of that business ? — A. It was in reference 
to certain information, regarding counterfeiting, that a person had given 
me, and I wished to see Mr. Harrington in respect to it, inasmuch as the 
party was here in the city. 

Q. You went to seevMr. Harrington ? — A. Yes, sir 5 I wished to see 
him and consult him in regard to it. 

Q. By whose direction were you to see him ? — A. By my own. I used 
my own discretion simply for the reason that the chief, and in fact all 
the others, were out of town. A person told me that he had informa- 
tion in regard to counterfeiting, and not feeling exactly inclined to as- 
sume the responsibility of acting on it myself, I thought it advisable to 
see Mr. Harrington in reference to it. 

Q. Who was the person who gave you that information ? — A. A man 
by the name of Hopper. 

Q. Where does he live ? — A. He was then in this city, but I under- 
stand that he is from New York. I am not certain, but I think he is 
from New York. 

Q. Had he come over here from New York to give you this inforiiMk- 
tion ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Howdidhehappen to give you the in formation? — A. He happened 
to come first to the office and gave me the information. 

Q. Were you acquainted with him ? — A. I was not acquainted with 
him at all; I had heard of him. 

Q. What kind of a looking man was he ? — A. He was a very stout 
man with side-whiskers, rather reddish ; I suppose a man of about 
forty -five years of ag:e. 

Q. Do you know his nativity ? — A. I should take him to be an Ameri 
can. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 293 

Q. Do you know a German who is connected in any way with the 
secret service ? — A. There are several Germans connected with it. 

Q. Do you know one who lives in Newark, New Jersey ? — A. No, sir ; 
not that I know of. 

Q." Do yon know one who lives in New York?^ — A. I presume that you 
can call Mr. Bauers one. 

Q. Do you know any other? — A. Mr. Kunz is connected with the 
division. * He lives in New York. 

Q. Any other ? — A. General Mank. I do not know whether he lives 
in New York now or not. 

Q. What kind of a looking man is he! — A. He is a very tall, heavy- 
built man, with rather dark features ; and he wore, at the time T saw 
him, a heavy mustache. It has been some time ago since I saw him last, 
and I am inclined to think that he is not now regularly connected with 
the division, although I am not certain of that. 

Q. Did you come to see Mr. Harrington more than that one time? — 
A. No. sir. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. What is Mank's first name?— A. W. G. 

Q. Is it W. G., or G. W. ?— A. W. G., I think. I am almost positive 
of that. 

By Mr. W^ilson : 

Q. Did you see Harrington, and talk with him other times that yojp 
were here, when you were not here on official business? — A. No, sir; 
only to recognize him, that was all. He happened to be passing through 
the hall once, I believe, in company with another gentleman. 

Q. Did you speak with him? — A. I had no conversation with him 
then. 

Q. Did you talk with him any other time when you were over here 
excepting the time when you came on official business ? — A. I presume 
only to make a passing remark, that was about all ; not of any length 
at all. 

Q. When you came on official business where did you communicate 
with him ?— A. Out in the hall. 

Q. Did you call him out? — A. Yes, sir. 

Albert Kunz recalled. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Question, Did you meet Michael Hayes at a place on Cherry street, 
in New York ? — Answer. I do not know where Cherry street is. 

Q. Did you meet him at a liquor-store kept by a man by the name of 
Bailey, at 174 Cherry street? — A. No, sir; I do not know where Cherry 
street isj and I do not know a man by the name of Dailey. 

Q. You say you met him in the Bowery ? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. At what place ? — A. At a place kept by a man named Werner. 

Q. At what street ? — A. Near Bleecker. Bleecker runs out in the Bow- 
ery, and that place is nearly opposite Bleecker. 

Q. Is this Bowery street ? — A. No, sir ; it is called the Bowery. It 
was opposite Bleecker street. 

Q. W^hen you met Mr. Hayes last Friday, was anybody in your com- 
pany ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Was anybody in his company? — A. Not that I saw. 

Q. Did anybody hear the conversation between you ? — A. Not that I 
know of. 
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Q. What were you doing when you met him in the Bowery at Wer- 
ner's? — A. I could not recollect that exactly. I may have gone oyer 
there to take a glass of beer. 

Q. Do you recollect what you were doing! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Where were you in Werner's place when you met him and had the 
conversation with him ? — A. In the place. 

Q. What were you doing in there? — A. That is more than I can tell 
you. 

Q. Were you drinking or eating or sleeping f — A. I was not sleeping. 
We were drinking or smoking or talking. 

Q. Can you not recollect what you were doing ; this was only last 
Friday ? — A. Excuse me. I told you that was some time ago wiien I 
met him first. I did not meet him in Werner's Friday. 

Q. Where was it on Friday last that you saw him ? — A. I saw him at 
the corner of Duane, Chambers, and Chatham streets. They all run 
together there. » 

Q. Where did you see him there, in a saloon or on the sidewalk f — A* 
I saw him on the sidewalk, and we went together into a saloon. 

Q. How happened you to meet him there ? — A, Mr. Bauers told me 
that he had seen him down around there. 

Q. And you went there to find him ? — A. I went there to find him. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
^ Q. Was he waiting for you when you got there ? — A. Evidently not ; 
necause he walked by the corner when I saw him. 

Q. What did you say? — A. I stood at the comer and he passed by. 
I do not think he was waiting for me. 

Q. What saloon did you go into there ? — A. It is a saloon under the 
Staats Zeitung, a German newspaper, in a new building, at the junction 
of Center and Chatham streets. 

Q. Was there anybody present at that interview ? — A. No, sir; 
nobody except, perhaps, a waiter. 

Q. Tell all that was said there between you and him, and the order in 
which it was said ; state the whole conversation, — A. I could not tell 
you the exact conversation. 

Q. Tell it as near as you can. — A. 1 says, " Mike, have you returned !'^ 
or something like that. " The colonel is not here now. I do not know 
what to do with you. Mr. Nettleship is away, over in Newark, with a 
sick chihJ. You had better go and see him." I asked him if he had 
seen the Sun newspaper. He said, " Yes," he saw it in a place — I 
believe Hamilton was the station, near Buffalo — not Buffalo, but between 
Niagara Falls and Toronto. He called them damned liars, or something 
to that effect. I laughed about the Sun. I told him I did not care 
what the Sun called us ; I did not care a snap about it ; but he had 
better go and see Nettleship ; that I could not do anything, because the 
chief was away. We had conversation about the weather in Canada 
and the weather here. 

.Q. What was said about this matter ? — A. I purposely avoided speak- 
ing about this thing. I told him I did not know anything about it, and 
I did not want to know anything about it. It was none of my business ; 
it was either the chief's or Mr. Nettleship's ; and that I did "not wish to 
do anything which might spoil anything at all. 

Q. Did you notice anybody with Hayes at the time in the saloon I— 
A. I did not. There was nobody with him. I did not join him right 
oft, but I followed him on the opposite side about a block and a half 
before I went into that place 5 and he went in first and I went in after. 
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Q. Did you see his wife ! — A. I did. His wife was up at the office 
several times inquiring about him. 

Q. While he was there, did you see his wife when yon met him f — A. 
No, sir. I am positive that she was not there, because I know her very 
well indeed. 

Q. She was not present at any conversation you had with him! — A. 
No, sir. 

By Mr. Wn-SON: 

Q. Who informed you that Hayes was down at this corner ? — A. Mr. 
Bauerstold me that he had met him taere; that he had run against 
him. 

Q. How far is it from that point to your office! — A. From that point 
to our office, it depends on whether a man walks or takes a street-car, 

Q. Where did you see Mr. Bauers ! — A. In the office. 

Q. After Mr. Bauers saw him down at that corner, he had come up to 
your office, had he ! — A. Yes, sir^ I suppose so. 

Q. How far is that ! — A. I think with a Ble^ckerstreet car I can make 
it in ten or twelve minutes. 

Q. How far is it ! — A. Do you mean by miles ! 

Q. Yes; by squares. — A. It is impossible tor me to say. 

Q. It would take ten or twelve minutes to go there by the street- 
cars ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He came up and told you that he had seen Hayes down at the cor- 
ner. Now tell us exactly what ho told you. — A, He told me that he 
had run against Hayes; that he had incidentally run against him ; met 
him there speaking to two other men, 

Q. Who were those men ! — A. That I do not kaow. 

Q. Is that all he told you ! — A. He told. me that Mike had asked who 
was here whom he could see, and that he said he would be around there 
for 8ome time. 

Q. Is Mr. Bauers your superior! — A. No,sir9 he is neither my superior 
or inferior. We are entirely diconnected, so far as business is concerned. 

Q. Is that all that passed between you and Mr. Bauers ! — A. That'is 
about all that I can recollect 

Q. Can you not recollect anything further than that ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you immediately start down to see Hayes! — A. Very soon after. 
I was very anxious, of course, to see him. 

Q. But nothing passed between you and Bauers, except what you 
have told the committee now! — A. Nothing, that I can recollect. 

Q. Bauers told you that Hayes would be around there! — A. Yes, sir 
' Q. How did he know that ; did he tell you ! — A. He said that Hayes 
asked who was there, and he told him. 

Q. Was the arrangement between Bauers and Hayes that Hayes was 
to stay until you came down ! — A. That is what I inferred when I went 
down. 

Q. Did you not know that Mr. Hayes ^was to be waiting for you 
there ! — A. He was not waiting for me. 

Q. Did you not know that he was to meet you ! — A. Yes. 

Q. Bauers informed you of that, did he not ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then the fact is that Bauers came up there and informed you that 
Hayes would be around there waiting for you, and meet you at that 
point !— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you went down there afterward, a little while, you saw 
Hayes!— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he pass you! — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did he see you ?— A. He did. 

Q. Was there any recognition between you? — A, No, sir. 

Q, None at all! — A. Perhaps a look of the eye. 

Q. There was that, was there 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You understood •from that, then, that you were to go where he 
went ! — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. So that there was an understanding from the sign that passed be- 
tween you that you were to follow him f — A. Yes, sir ; I did not say that, 
but I did follow him, because I did not wish anybody else to follow him. 

Q. So that if not by words, at least by signs, there was an arrange- 
ment between you and Hayes that you were to come together at such 
point as he might stop ? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. And then you went into this saloon, and there you had this inter- 
view ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, have you told us^ all that passed at that interview ! — A. All 
that I can recollect now. 

Q. Now, you have recollected something that occurred at the office 
between you and Bauers that you did not tell us in the first instance^; 
perhaps, by straining your recollection, you can remember something 
else that occurred down at the saloon. I would be glad to have you 
see if you cannot do it. — A. Perhaps, if you were to suggest anything, 
I might. 

Q. Well, this is not very long ago, sir. — A. I kaow it is not; but 
then a conversation like that, I did not pay any particular attention to. 

By Mr. Hamilton i 
Q. Did you ask Hayes to go up to the office with you — A. No, sir ; 
there was nobody there, that could do anything for him, to see him. 

By Mr Stewart : 

Q. What did he want done for him ?— A. To carry out this agreement 
with Nettleship. 

Q. W^hat agreement? — A. To return from Canada. 

Q. What to do besides that f — A. I understood to come here to testify. 

Q.' To what ? — A. To the facts in this case, so far as he knew them. 

Q. How far did he know them I Did he tell you ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that he had got an arrangement with Nettleship 
to come here and testify for him f — A. No, sir. 

Q. What did he testify 1 — A. I remarked before that I avoided^ pur- 
posely, any conversation on this subject. 

Q. Did he not complain that Nettleship had not come out sufficient 
for him If — A. No, sir. 

Q. Was he dissatisfied ? — A. He did not say that he was or was not 
dissatisfied. 

Q. Did he tell yon that he had an arrangement with Nettleship to 
come here ? — A. That is what I understood. 

Q. What made you come put to Hayes on that occasion ? — A. To see 
him and tell him that there was nobody there at present who could 
speak to him. 

Q. What interest had you in seeing him and telling him ? — A. Because 
I knew that he was to return from Canada, and I knew that Mr. Nettle- 
ship had made his arrangements to have him return. 

Q. You was there in New York ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You heard of that and you went after him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you tell him where Nettleship was ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He told you that he had returned at the solicitation of Nettleship 
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Did he tell you that he had come to keep his word ? — A. I do not know 
whether he called it solicitation. That was understood, of course. I 
knew all about it. I knew that he was to come, and he knew that I 
knew about it. 

Q. Did you know at the time Hayes came over to Washington, in 
April ? — A, Xo, sir. 

Q. You did not know that! — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. You had no communication with him ? — A. I had not. 

Q. None passed through the office ? — A. Not that I know of. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. I understood you to say that you saw Hayes again on Saturday ? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you see him on Saturday ? — A. At my house. 

Q. What time of day ? — A. At night ; toward dark. 

Q. After your office-hours! — A. No, sir; we keep office-hours day 
and night. 

Q. Did he come in your house ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ring the bell and come in ! — A. Yes, sir ; he walked upstairs. 

Q. Who was present at that time ! — ^A. Nobody could have seen him 
except the servant girl. 

Q. What took place then ! What was the first thing he said upon en- 
tering ! What answer did you make ! And then state the conversa- 
tion. — A. I had sent word to Nettleship, telling him of this. 

Q. That Hayes was there ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whom did you send word by ! — A. I think I put it in writing and 
sent it over by my clerk. Nettleship sent word back that he could not 
come ; that his child was on the point of death that day, which was 
Saturday j that it would be impossible for him to come. I consequently 
sent down to his house Daloma, whom I mentioned before, to tell Hayes 
or his wife that I wanted to see him. It was six or seven, or toward 
dark. He came, and all that passed between us was, ^' Well, Mike, you 
did not come over last night; what was the matter !'' He made some 
excuse. . 

Q. What did he say ! — ^A. He said that he had some business and 
could not come, but that he would go over that night. I told him that 
it was just as well; but not to fail to come over that night. He prom- 
ised me; he says, "I will start right off." I told him, "It was just Us 
well you did not go last night, because Nettleship would be better pleased 
to have you come in after dark.'' He started off and told me that he 
would go right straight to Newark without stopping. That is all that 
took place then. He went right out again. The interdew did not last 
mor^ than two minutes. 

Q. You say Nettleship sent word back to you about the sickness of 
liis child ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was that in writing — A* No, 1 do not think that was in writing. 

Q. You say you sent your note in writing to him ! — A. 1 did. I did 
not wish to mention that name to anybody. 

Q. Which name ? — A. The name of Hayes. 

Q. Why ! — A. I did not want the clerks there to know. It is not our 
rule. We never mention any names to anybody when we choose. 

Q. Who was the clerk who took the note for you ! — A. Mr. Harrison. 

Q. He took the train and went to Newark and brought back this 
answer ! — A. Yes, sir ; that the child was very sick, and that the man 
had not been there. I sent him over again on Monday. 

Q. Was that answer in writing or verbally! — ^A. Verbally. 
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Q. What is Hamson^s first name f — A. William W. I sent him over 
again on Sunday. 

Q. With a note ! — A. No, sir ; because Mr. Nettleship had the name. 
I simply sent him over, and said, " Go and ask Mr. Nettleship if that? 
party has been there." He came back and told me, " Mr. Nettleship 
says it is all right, he has been there." 

Q. Did he tell you what took place between Nettleship and himself?— 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you seen Nettleship since that Sunday to talk with him 
about this ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Bid he tell you what took place between him and Hayes when Hayes 
did go there Saturday night ! Did Hayes go there Saturday night I— 
A. He did. 

Q. Did Nettleship tell you what took place between him and Hayes 
Saturday night ? — None of the particulars. 

Q. What did he tell you about it ? — A. When that testimony appeared 
I sent over again. I believe that was on Tuesday. I gave him that 
paper, and told him to show it to Nettleship, and ask him what he said 
about it. He came back, and said Mr. Nettleship did not say anything. 
He says, " I sent him there. I gave him $50 to go there. I gave him 
$50 to make him go there." 

Q, He told you that? — A. Mr. Harrison told me that. 

Q. On Tuesday? — A. On Tuesday afternoon when he returned. I 
went over subsequently. 

Q. Wait a moment. Harrison on Tuesday t^ien told you that Nettle- 
ship had told him that he gave Hayes $50 to come here to Washing- 
ton ? — A. Had given him $50, not to come to Washington, but to show 
him that he meant to keep well his word with him, or paj his expenses, 
as he promised. I went over that same night after Mr. Harrison re- 
turned, and Mr. Nettleship told me the same thing. 

Q. That was Tuesday night; what was that conversation? — A. I 
could not tell you that. 

Q. I want you to tell it as near as you can recollect. — A. I could not 
tell you anything of it. Mr. Nettleship can tell you. I cannot. 

Q. What did you say to Nettleship when you went in ? — A. I came 
there at half past five. At about six o'clok, or after six, he returned 
with his whole family from the funeral, and he felt very sore about it. 
1 could not get him to talk hardly anything. I did not press him at all, 
because he was very much dejected, and I simply referred to it, of 
course, and he told me that he borrowed the money that night to give 
it to him. He borrowed it from some friends of his who was there, to 
give it to him. 

Q. He gave it to him for what purpose ? — A. Gave it to him and 
started him for Washington. That is what he said. He did not mention 
any purpose. At the same time he told me that he telegraphed to Mr. 
Allison that same day. 

Q. Told you that he telegraphed to Senator Allison ? — A. Yes, sir. 
That is about all that passed between us in regard to that. 

Q. What did he say he telegraphed to Senator Allison ? — A. Asking 
to be given an opportunity to appear here and justify himself against 
these newspapers attacks, or something of that kind. 

Q. Have you had a subsequent conversation with Mr. Nettleship, as 
to what took place between him and Hayes ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that he gave him $50 to come to Washington, or 
that he gave him $50 to enable him to keep out of the way, and not 
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come to WashiDgton ? — A. No, sir ; He told me that he gave him $50 
and told to come to Washington. 

Q. You stated, in your direct examination, to Senator Thurman, when 
he exhibited to you one envelope, that you directed that envelope, if 
you recollect f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that you put in it some money ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That you put the money in yourself? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Thirty dollars ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What bills ? — A. A twenty and a ten. 

Q. Are you sure it was thirty dollars ? — A. I am sure ; I am positive 
of it. 

Q! Where did you get the money ? — A. I thought it would be more 
convenient for him to change a greenback up there in Canada than it 
would be a National note, and I went to the bank and changed the Na- 
tional money for the greenbacks. 

Q. Where did you get the money ? — A. I had it in my pocket. 

Q. Your own money 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it charged in the account of the office anywhere? — A. No, 
sir ; Mr. Nettleship owes me that personally and privately. 

Q. Do you know what Hayes has testified to before this committee ? — 
A. Nothing but what I read in the Sun. 

Q. Do you know from any other source ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you not seen any pamphlet of Hayes's testimony ! — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. You stated to Senator Thurman that you had directed other en- 
velopes to Hayes? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ? — A. At different times. 

Q. Recently ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When? That telegram was the 19th of May. — A. Well, between 
that time and now. 

Q. How many envelopes ? — A. Two or three or four. Three, I should 
say, without being positive. 

Q. When did you direct the next envelope to Hayes? — A. This is the 
last one. 

Q. What were the three envelopes you have directed to Hayes within 
the last couple of months^ what three envelopes were they, and on 
what occasions ? — A. What do you mean ? 

Q. For what purpose ? — A. Mr. Nettleship gave me a letter and told 
me to put that in and address ; that is all. I addressed all his letters, no 
matter where they came to 5 that is, either I or some other clerk who 
happened to be there. 

Q. And where were they directed to — to Hayes? — ^A. They were di- 
rected to the same place, as far as I can remember. 

Q. Toronto?— A. Yes, sir; in Canada. 

Q. By the name of William Hynes? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they contained letters written by Nettleship, as you sup- 
posed ? — A. As I supposed ; yes, sir. 

Q. Did you write the letters that Nettleship sent him ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you direct any letters to him from Mr. Newcombe ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Have you seen any letters that Hayes has written to Nettleship 
while he was in Canada; has Nettleship shown you any tetters that 
Hayes had written him while he was in Canada ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ? — A. I remember one, the last one I remember, where he 
says he has no money. 
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By Mr. Hubbell : 
Q. So that you have seen others ? — A. Yes, sir 5 I have not read them. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. How many did you see f — A. This one and another one, I can 
swear to. 

Q. Did you read them both f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you read the last one f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long a letter was it ? — ^A. It was a very short note. 

Q. How long was the first one f — A. I did not see it, except the en- 
velope. 

' Q. He said he had no money. What conversation took place between 
you and Nettleship when he showed you the letter ? — A. I cannot re- 
member that. 

Q. Tell what you can remember. — A. The result of it was that 1 

could not possibly tell you. 

Q. Tell what was said as near as you can.— A. The result of it was 
that I sent him some money, as I have told you. 

Ey Mr. Stewart : 

Q. Now, everybody knows there must have been some conversation, 
at the time this'last letter came, between you and Nettleship; what was 
the conversation ! That is only a little while ago. — A. I know it is. It 
is less than three weeks ago. 

Q. Now, what was the conversation ? — A. Well, I cannot remember 
honestly, but I can tell you that he a^ked me, " Have you got any 
money F or something like that. " Can you send hrm some F "Yes," 
and I put that up. He wanted to know the best way to send it. 

By Mr. Bass: ' 

Q. Now, I want you to tell before that, if you can, and give as nearly 
as you can what that letter said ; what the contents of the letter were 
that Nettleship showed you coming from Hayes ; give as near as you can 
what he said in that letter. — A. All that I can remember was that he 
said that he was " dead broke,'' as they call it, and would like to have 
some stamps, and please sendi them to him, and please address as be- 
fore, William Hynes, Commercial Hotel, Jarvis street, Toronto, Canada. 
You know that Hayes is not a great literary man. 

Q. That was all he said *? — A. Yes ; he might have used other words, 
of course. 

Q. But he did not say anything in that about coming back to this 
country If — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Not a word ? — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. He simply said that he was ^' dead broke" and wanted some 
stamps, but made no mention about taking those stanips to come back 
to this country to testify ? — A. Not that 1 know of. 

Q. Then when you sent him that $30, you did not send it expecting 
that he would use it to come back ? — A. Yes, sir ; I did not make that 
arrangement. I inferred from what Mr. Nettleship had done. I did 
not know about it. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. I would like to have you tell us why it was that you sent that 
money to that man without any scratch of a pen indicating where the 
money came from. Will you be kind enough to explain that ? — A. I 
send money often that way. Mr. Nettleship and I talked as to what 
would be the best way to send it. He thought by express. I told him 
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it would be too troublesome; to just, as I had often done before, put it 
in a letter, putting two sheets of white paper so that nobody would 
suspect of it being money. 

Q. Now, sir, is that a usual way of doing business in your establish- 
ment, to send money without any scratch of a pen to indicate whom it 
came from ! — A. Certainly, the same as we give money away without a 
receipt. 

Q. Without indicating where it came from ; nothing inside of the 
letter indicating ! — A. Hayes knows my writing well enough. He knew 
wh^re it came from. 

Q. If this was a straight and square transaction, why was it'that you 
did not put some scrap of writing in there indicating something about 
this thing? — A. It was a straight and square transaction on our part. 
If we do business with a man like him, we do not generally go by the 
strict etiquette of letter- writing. 

Q, If there was nothing secret about this business, and it was all open 
and fair and square on the part of your office, why was it that you did 
not send a letter along with that money indicating where it came from 5 
'from whom it came ? — A. Why should if If I had intended it to be 
secret I could have got 5,000 men to have directed that for me, and 
have it posted in every city in the United States. 

Q. That is a usual course, is it, with your office, to send out money in 
an envelope without any scratch of a pen ! — A. In such cases ; other- 
wise there would be a very strict and formal letter of transmittal, aud 
a request to acknowledge. 

Q. What was there in that case that would make it necessary that 
there should be no letter written? — A. It was not necessary that there 
should be one, but it was unnecessary that there should be one. 

By Mr. Hubbell: 

Q. When did you first know that Nettleship sent Hayes up to 
Toronto ? — A. I did not know that he sent him there. I know that he 
disco.vered him there. 

Q. Do you not know that he sent him up there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he ever tell you how Hayes came to be there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he ever tell you anything about his desire to have Hayes keep 
out of the way? — A. No, sir; he was very anxious to get hold of him. 
He was so anxious to get hold of him that he wanted to get him before 
Colonel Whitley did. 

I. C. Nettleship recalled. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Question. You testified that you saw Michael Hayes here about the 
middle of April ? — Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know what brought Mike Hayes here? — A. I only know 
^vhat he told me. He told me that he had come on here ; that he got 
some letter or letters from George Carter ; that George was going to give 
him a job on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, I believe. 

Q. Had you given to Mr. Hayes, or caused to be given to him, any 
money shortly before you saw him here ? — A. I gave Mr. Hayes $10 and 
$16. 

Q. When ? — A. That was a few days apart 5 I gave him $10 one day 
and $15 another. 

Q. Whereabouts? — A. I gave him $10, 1 think, at my room in the 
hotel, and $15 one afternoon right in front of the Owen House. 
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Q, That was while he was here f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did yoa give him any money iu New York before he came here!— 
A. Not a dollar, sir. 

Q. Did you cause any money to be given to him! — A. Not a dollar, 
sir, in any shape or form. 

Q. Did you receive, after you got here, any letter or dispatch from 
Colonel Whitlej' saying that Mike Hayes would be here ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you come here from New York ! — A. I am not positive about 
that, whether I came direct from New York or not, because I was in 
Philadelphia, back and forth, at the same time. Undoubtedly I came 
from New York. 

Q. Did you know before you came that Mike Hayes would be here !— r 
A. No, sir. 

Q. When did you first hear of the burglary in the district attorney's 
office in this city ! — ^A. I cannot tell exactly, but I know it was a day or 
two after it occurred ; I read some account of it. 

Q. Was the first that you heard ot it what you saw in a newspaper ! — 
A. It was, sir. 

Q. How ! — A. That was the first I had heard of it, what I saw in a 
newspaper. 

Q. Wlien Mike Hayes was here and you were here in April, was there 
any German here whom you knew ? — A. I never saw a German at all 
that I know of. 

Q. WhatGermansareinthesecret service; do youknow! — A. General 
Mauk and William G. Bauers. 

Q. Why do you call Mauk "General!''— A. He was a general in the 
Army, from Indiana, in the late war. There was William G. Bauers and 
Mr Kunz. There is nobody else that I think of now, and I am satisfied 
I should think of theoJ»if there was anybody. 

Q. Where did you see Mike Hayes when he was here in April ! — A. 
I saw him first In front of the Imperial Hotel. The first day I saw him 
accidentally — casually, going along the street. He a«ked me where I 
was stopping. I told him I was staying at the Owen House. Nothing 
particular passed, more than to say, '" How are you, Mike!" He did not 
tell me what he was going to do. I saw him after that at the Owen 
House, and I saw b4m again, I think, in the rear of Willard's Hotel. I 
think I stated before the Ebbitt House, but I meant Willard's. I saw 
him another morning when it rained very hard ; that was the day that I 
let him have $15. 

Q. How many times did you see him at the Owen House! — A. Only 
once there ; he was there twice, however, because he left his card. He 
might have been there more than that for all I know. 

Q. In what part of the Owen House did you see him ♦ — A. He was 
in my room. 

Q.* About what time was that! — ^A. I guess about 9 o'clock in the 
morning, if I am not mistaken. 

Q. What conversation took place between you and him aft^r you got 
into the room; that was the first time you had seen, him, was it! — A. 
No, sir : the first time I saw him was in front of the Imperial Hotel. 
It was simply, " How are you! What are you doing here!" There 
really was no conversation more than just casual remarks; that was all. 

Q. Then, when he called on you at the Owen House and you took 
him up into your room, what conversation took place between you! — ^A. 
He had been here and left a card, and he wanted to see me. We went 
up then and sat down, and he said that he wanted to get $25. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTOKNEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 803 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. What kind of a card did he leave ?-^A. I could not tell you that, 
sir, whether it was an envelope or not. 

Q. Did he not leave a note for you? — A. No, sir; there was nothing, 
I think, more than he simply called ; there was nothing at all. 

Q. Did he not say, '' I will see you in the morning T — A. I could not 
remember that. 

Q. Is not that the substance of it ? — A. That would be the substance 
of it, undoubtedly ; I can only judge from the fact that he did come. 

Q. The substance of his note, then, was, as you remember it, that 
he would see you in the morning ? — A. He would — or wanted to see me ; 
I am not positive about that. 

Q. What is your bej^t impression ? — A. My impression is that way. 

Q. That it was an envelope? — A. No; I do not think or believe it 
was J I could not be positive about that. 

By Mr. Thurman : 

Q. You and he went up into your room ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now state just what conversation took place when you got there. — 
A. He said he came on here ; that George Carter had written him a 
letter, or letters, and George was going to get; him in the Baltimore and 
Ohio depot, but that thing fell through and he got another job. Laugh- 
ing, he said he was going to make a stake. Says I, '' Look out, Mike,'^ 
or some such remark, "What kind ^f a stake are you going to make?^ 
" Well,'' he says, " it is all right. I am going to make a little some- 
thing, and I want to borrow twenty-five dollars. I want you to help 
me. I have not got along quite as fast as I ought," or something like 
that. But he wanted twfeniy-five dollars, and I let him have ten dol- 
lars. My impression was, from what he said, that it was some divorce 
business that he was engaged in — what we call '^ piping'' some man or 
woman, to put up a job for a divorce. That was my impression from 
something that he dropped. He made some remark that gave me that 
impression. 1 let him have ten dollars. He says, " You know I shall 
pay you back; and if I do not make the money I calculate to make, I 
shall, some day or another, get some information for you, and you know 
you will get it back again. I would not let him have more than ten 
dollars, and I gave him that. 

Q. Was that all the conversation that took place there? — A. I do not 
know that there was any more; that is, any more than general conver- 
sation J could not tell you about. I knew his object was to get a little 
money, and I knew I did not care about staying with him a great while^ 
or having him stay with me, after I found it out. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him about getting a place in 
the division ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. None at all ? — A. O, no, sir. He could not get a place in the di- 
vision. A man who has been tried for murder, which I forgot to state 
the other day, although he was acquitted, could not get a place in our 
division if he was innocent as a lamb. 

Q. You have no ex-convicts, then, in your division? — A. Not to get a 
place in the division ; no, sir. We have ex-convicts sometimes who will 
do some work to give us information, and we will pay for it; but as for 
a man getting in the division like Mike Hayes, Mike could not do it. 

Q. Did 5^ou direct him to go to any place in Washington City? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. You say that you gave him ten dollars? — A. I loaned him the ten 
dollars. 
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Q. You did not give him fifty dollars'? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Only ten dollars? — A. Only ten dollars. I am positive of that. 

Q. Did you meet him again that same evening 1 — A. No, sir. 

Q. When did you meet him next ? — A. I could not tell you exactly, 
sir ; but I met him, I think, four times of late, and that was ranging 
between ten and twelve or thirteen days. 

Q. Did you in any one of these interviews direct him to come to any 
place in this city ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you tell him that there was a German in this city whom you 
wanted him to see? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you tell him that there was a German in this city that he could 
go to see if he would go to any particular place ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q, Nothing of that kind happened ? — A. No, sir; I know of no Ger- 
man, only our own boys here. I do not know a German in this city at 
all. 

Q. Is there any German in this city who is sometimes employed by 
the secret-service division ? — A. Not that 1 know of, sir. 

Q. Do you know any German from Newark, N. J., who was in this 
city at that time ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know any German in Newark, N. J., who is commonly 
called " Gus," or goes by the name of Gus ? — A. Yes, sir 5 1 do. 

Q. Who is he ?— A. Gus Zimth. 

Q. Is his name Gustavus or Gustave ? — A. Well, I do not know, sir. 

Q. He is commonly called Gus ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is his business f — A. I rather think that he keeps a saloon, 
but I am not positive about that. 

Q. Has he eVer been employed by the secret-service division 1 — ^A. 
A long time ago we arrested him up at Newton, and he gave us some 
valuable information at the time, and of course the chief of the division 
instructed that the case against Gus was to be stopped, and I think be- 
fore he got through he gave us not less than twenty counterfeiters in 
New York City 5 but we did not rely upon him for any — that is, we did 
not rely upon his word to convict anybody. I got a little farmer-boy 
down in New Jersey, and had him to " ring in^ with Gus, as we call it, 
so that he could represent this farmer-lad as being a counterfeiter, and 
they believed that he was, and he was a good boy, and it was on that 
boy's evidence that the counterfeiters were convicted; but Gus was 
paid for his services. That was some time ago. 

Q. Where is Gus now ! — A. I guess he is in Newark. 

Q. Do you know what street f — A. I do not know, but I could very 
soon find him. 

Q. Did you see him in Washington last April ? — ^A. I did not, sir. 

Q. Describe the man. — A. He is about five feet ten, I should judge; 
rather stout built ; quite fleshy ; but, while quite fleshy, he is pretty 
well built. 

Q. About what age is he f — A. I think he was about thirty -five or 
forty. 

Q. Do you know w^hether he was acquainted with George Carter !— 
A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know whether he was acquainted with Mike Hayes ? — A. I 
do not know, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether he was acquainted with Downs, of Balti- 
more ? — A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Is he keeping a saloon now, do you think? — A. I think so. 

Q. In what street ! — A. I do not know. It is a new street, on the 
hill. It is one of the new streets that have been opened, but it would 
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be a very easy matter to find him. There have been a number of new 
streets opened in Newark lately that I could not tell you about. 

Q. How many days were you here in April ? — A. I think I was here 
probably six or eight days. 

Q. Can you tell us exactly what those days were ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any memorandum f — A. No, sir. 

Q. Tell us from your memory now, as near as you recollect. — A. 
Those days — I think I stated before the gentleman how it came about. 
Under any other circumstances I could have told. I was in Philadel- 
phia, I was in Washington, and in New York, jumping back and forth, 
and, as I remarked, I got room, I think, No. 18. I went to Philadelphia 
to look after some business, calculating to go back the next night, and 
in place of coming back something turned up that caused me to go to 
New York. I told the folks at the hotel here, the Owen House, that I 
should be back again to-morrow night, or next night at the latest, and 
to please retain my room. I did not want a fresh room ; but I went 
away, and I was gone four, five, or six days, and when I returned again 
my name was on the register 5 or, in other words, I did not register; so 
that it went along as though I had been there all the time. That cir- 
cumstance they will doubtless remember ; but I know it went over a 
space, if I am not very much mistaken, of nine or ten days ; that is, 
taking the time I was here and the time I was away. / 

Q. Do you remember what day it was that you came here ? — A. I do 
not. 

Q. Gan you not form some idea, or recollect something ? — A. It was 
about the first of April. 

Q. Then, with the exception of these four days that you were absent, 
you were here until about the 9th or 10th of April ? — A. No ; I was here 
until the middle of April. I went away several times. 1 weftt back to 
Philadelphia, as I have just stated. * 

Q. With the exception, then, of this occasional absence, you were here 
from the 1st to the 15th of April? — A. It would run over about that 
time, as near as I can recollect. 

Q. What was your business here ? — A. I was looking for Tom Bal- 
lard. 

Q. Where was Tom Ballard, did you suppose f — A. I thought he was 
in this city. 

Q. You were trying to find him f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In order to have him arrested ? — A. Yes, sir 

Q. With whom did you have any communication here ? — A. I was in 
communication with a man who gave his name as — I forget whether it 
was Sam Hopper or S. Hopper; I would not be sure which. Ballard 
is a man who broke jail a long time ago, and Colonel Whitley — I know 
it as well as I know anything — was negotiating with some one of Bal- 
lard's folks in some way or another, through, I think, a gentleman named 
Daniel Sickles, of New York — not General Sickles, Either he or 1,1 
forget which, got an anonymous letter; I am not sure which; but it 
came from Sam or S. Hooper, saying that he knew that we wanted Tom 
Ballard, and that if either Colonel Whitley or I would address him a note 
to the post-office in Washington, that he 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Bo you know what testimony has been delivered before this comr 
mittee within the last four days? — A. I do not, sir. 

Q. Have you seen any. printed report it! — A. I have not seen any- 
thing. I have not seen a paper since last Friday. Last Thursday was 
20 s B 
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the time that we gave my child up, and I never read a paper or touched 
anything in that line since. 

Q. After you were examined before this committee on the last occa- 
sion, did you see Michael Hayes ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When for the first time ? — A. I think it would be about the 24th 
or 25th of May, as near as I can recollect. 

Q. Where did you see him f — A. I saw him in Toronto. 

Q. Where did you find him there! — A, I did not find him; he was 
found for me. 

Q. Whereabouts ? — A. He was stopping at the Commercial Hotel ; 
at least he said so. 

Q. Under what namef — Q. I wrote a letter to him; I am not posi- 
tive whether it was Hayes or Hynes. 

Q. What was his first assumed name? — A. His name was Mike. 

Q. Was he stopping under the name of Michael Hayes or Michael 
Hynes ? — Q. Well, I do not know what name he was stopping under 
there. 

Q. How many letters had you written him before thatf — A. Two or 
three. 

Q. How many letters did you receive of him before that ■? — A. I do 
not know that I received any from him at all. 

Q. Have you received any letters from him ? — A. I do not remember 
receiving a letter at all. 

Q. Do you mean to swear that you have received no letters from 
Michael Hayes from Toronto ? — A. Well, 1 am thinking, sir. I am not 
positive about that. I know it was through Daloma and his wife 

Q. 1 do not ask you that. Did you receive any letters from Michael 
Hayes from Toronto, and if so. how many ? — A. 1 cannot be positive. I 
would not be positive that 1 ever received a letter from him. 

Q. Do you mean to have this committee understand that you do not 
recollect whether or not you received any letters from Michael Hayes 
from Toronto ? It is not a long while ago. — A. I know it is not, sir. 
I wrote him ; I know that, I say. 

Q. You have so stated that you wrote him twice. — A. I wrote him 
twice. Wliether he wrote or whether he telegraphed, that is the point 
1 am getting: at ; but I heard from him. Whether he wrote or whether 
he telegraphed I would not be positive. 

Q. Have you the communications that you received from him f — 
A. No, sir. 

Q. What did you do with them ? — A. I never keep any such things. 

Q. That is not the question. What did you do with these f — A. 1 do 
not know, sir. 

Q. Did you destroy them ? — A. I know this, that I never keep any 
letters at all personally. 

Q. Did you destroy them ? — A. I am satisfied that I did. 

Q. What was the substance of the communications that you received 
from him ; what was said in the first one ; whether it was by telegraph 
or letter f-^A. Well, it was undoubtedly a letter, now I remember. I 
wrote him I wanted to meet him — and I was doing that on my own 
hook — and he wrote me back that if I would come out there he would 
be very glad to see me, or some such remark as that, and that, perhaps, 
we could — well, I wrote him a letter and told him what I had heard 
about Carter f that was it ; and 1 am satisfied that he said that we 
would straighten Carter out good enough. 

Q. Who said that ?— A. Hayes, in his letter. 
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Q. What else did he say in it; this is the first letter, as I under- 
stand ! — A. I never had but one letter from him. 

Q. Then tell the substance of that letter. — A. The substance of the 
letter was where I would see him. 

Q. Tell what he said. — A. There was not more than but a very few 
lines, but I know that the gist of the letter was that he would fix 
Carter out all right, or something like that, if I would come out there ; 
bat he would not return here. I was going West and went there. 

Q. Is that the only letter you received from him *? — A. Yes, sir ; that 
is the only letter I received from him, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

Q. That was in response to a letter that you wrote ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You said a little while ago that you wrote him two letters t — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you write him the first one ? — A. I cannot tell exactly, 
but just as soon as I lound out where he was. 

Q. Did you write him a second letter in answer to this one that you 
1 received, or send him a second letter ? — A. I think I did, sir. 

Q. What did you say in that ? — A. I think I said in the letter that I 
would be out there in a fe^ days, but that I would telegraph him when 
I would come. I believe that was about all there was in it. 

Q, What name did you sign to that letter'? — A. I signed my own 
; name. 

I Q. Did you write him any letter under an assumed name ? — A. Ko, 
\ sir. 

Q. How did you address him ? — A. " Hynes ;" I am satisfied of that. 

Q. Did you send him any other communication th^n the one you 
have spoken of? — A. I sent two telegrams, I think. 

Q. Did you send him any other communication ! — A. Not at all, sir. 

Q. Yourself, or cause anybody to send ? — A. Nobody that I know of 
on earth. 

Q. DitI you send him any money? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ?— A. 1 sent him $30, 1 think it was. 

Q. W^hen was that, and what fbrf — ^A. To get him back here. 

Q. When was it that you sent it ? — ^A. It was about ten days ago, I 

I Q. You sent it to get him back heref — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State what steps you took when you sent that money to get him 
back here f — A. I had seen him then, and I found that he would not 
^ come. I left and went to Detroit, and came back to New York. 1 wrote 
him a letter again, but I could not get him back. 1, perhaps, got a little 
further than I ought to. 1 pledged him if he would come back here 
that he should not be arrested. It was on that letter that he came back. 
He landed at my house last Saturday night. 

Q. Wait one moment, you are getting ahead of your story. I was 
asking you if you sent him any money. You say you did. — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. You say you sent him money in order to get him back? — A, Yes, 
sir. 

Q. I ask you what there was in connection with the fact that you sent 
him the money which was to induce him to return. Did you write him 
any letter when you sent him the money ? — A. 1 did. I told him in the 
letter, if I remember right, that if he would come back here and show 
up he should not be arrested ; if he would come back and come before 
the committee. 
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Q. That was tbe second letter that you wrote him ? — A. I wrote him 
one before that. I guess that was the second letter. 

Q. How much money did you put in that letter? — A. Thirty dollars; 
or Mr. Kunz sent it for me. 

Q. And you were quite sure that you wrote a letter accompanying 
that, i^aying to him that if he should come back he should not be ar- 
rested ! — A. He got that letter from me giving him assurance that if he 
would come back here and come before this committee and show this 
thing up, he should not be arrested ; that I could fix it. Now I have it. 
He wrote me a letter then, and wanted some money to come back with, 
and then I sent him $30, 

Q. Where is that letter that he wrote you asking you to send him 
some money? — A. 1 never keep any personal letters. I simply tore it 
up and threw it in the waste-basket. 

Q. That is all the reason you have for destroying that, although you 
knew it must be an important communication ? — A. I never keep them. 
I never keep any letters at all. OflBcial letters Mr. Kunz takes charge 
of, and personal letters go into the waste-basket. 

Q. How long did you remain in Toronto when you were there I — A. 
One night. 

Q. What name did you pass by there? — A. King. 

Q. Why did you assume a fictitious name? — A. I have just said that 
I did not want Colonel Whitley to know I was there. 

Q. Why not ? — Well, I was going out of my way. \ was on my way 
to Detroit, but I was bound to fix that thing up, and I did it. Colonel 
Whitley had a little suspicion of me, and I went about all lengths I 
could go, and I registered the name of John C. King. 

Q. Did you give Hayes any money in Toronto?— A. !N^o, sir. 

Q. None at all ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. You knew about Mr. Newcombe's being there ?-*-A. Not until I got 
back from New York. 

Q. When had you seen Hayes last before you saw him in Toronto ? — 
A. I think the last time 1 saw him was in this city. 

Q. Do you know whether it was or not ? — A. I say that is my impres- 
sion. 

Q. Can you tell what time it was in reference to this safe-burglary ? — 
A. It would be about the time I spoke of — along from the 1st to the 
15th of April. 

Q. Did you see Michael Hayes along in May, after this burglary, and 
tell him he was liable to be arrested?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Hayes come to your house before he went to Toronto, and 
after the burglary, on a certain Friday night ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know a Mr. Somerville in New York, a lawyer? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Where does he live ? — A. I do not know, sir. 

Q. Dirt you give Hayes Somerville's address, and direct him to Somer- 
ville? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have an int/crview with Somerville yourself about that 
time? — A. No, sir. I might have had an interview with Somerville, for 
just at that time he was trying to get Jim Crofford out. I might 5 I 
could not say about that, because it is a common thing. 

Q. Whereabouts were you accustomed to see him ? — A. He has been 
at our office a couple of times to get Colonel Whitley to get a young 
man appointed in the Post-Office for him, and the young man steps iu 
every few days ; so that to have an interview with Somerville is a com- 
mon thing. 
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Q. Whereabouts, at your office or at his * — A. At our office. 

Q. Where is his office; do you know^ — A. 27 Chambers street. 

Q. You say you did uot send Hayes to hiin I — A. No, air. 

Q. Do you remember any conversatiou with Somerville about Hayes? — 
A. Not a thing ; not at all. 

Q. Did you receive a telegram from Hayes when you were here in 
Washington before tiiis burglary! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you direct Hayes to go to a place at 429 Ninth street, when he 
was here in Washington, to find this German? — A. I did not. 

Q. Did you give Hayes $50 last Saturday night ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Tell us about that. — A. If it had been any other time, or under 
any other circuiHstances, Michael Hayes could not come to Washington 
with me ; but I play confidence on him, as I knew it was the only thing 
I could do ; gave him $50 and told him to come right away. He came 
to my bouse about 10 or 11 o'clock last Saturday night. Some friends 
were with me; there were some gentlemen in the room there, among 
the rest was my wife's pastor of the church to which she belongs, and 
for the moment I did not know what to lo. My child lay dead in the 
house, but for Mike Hayes to think I had gone back on him, or was not 
coming up to what I had promised him or gave him to understand, the 
chances were I would have lost him. I did not have any money ; I 
turned around and borrowed $25 of two gentlemen, and gave Mike the 
money. 

Q. What was .said there between you and Hayes ? — A. I do not know 
that there was anything said, except I said, " Mike, go to Washington 
as quick as you can go. I cannot talk to you. Here I am, and here is 
where you see I am fixed." I wanted him to go to Washington. 

Q. Did these gentlemen hear what was said ? — A. They heard what I 
said. 

Q. Who were they? — A. Mr. Ooyle and Mr. Calhoun. They heard 
me say, at the time I was borrowing the $25 from these gentlemen, that 
I was doing it to keep confidence with a thief. I said that to those 
gentlemen at the time. I did not happen to have any money at all 
One of these gentlemen went to his house and got the money for me. 
I knew I could not let Mike Hayes get away again. I knew I could not 
let him feel as if I was playing double on him. It was the only thing 
for me to do. 

Q. Could'you not have put him ofit' on Monday morning? — A. I sup- 
pose I might have done it. I calculated to bring him here myself. 

Q. When did you first learn that Hayes had returned from Toronto ? 
— A. Saturday night. 

Q. He came to your house ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That w^as the first you heard of it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you sure of that ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Had Mr. Harrison, the clerk in the office, been at your house the 
day before and told you that Hayes was back in New York ? — A. I do 
not know anything about, and have no recollection of, any such thing. 

Q. Did you not know before that Saturday night that Hayes had got 
back? Did not Kunz send you a letter advising you of that fact? — A. 
Well, if he did I knew nothing about it. That is all. 

Q. Did you send back work to Mr. Kunz on Saturday, in reply to a 
letter of his, that Hayes did not come to your house on Friday night — 
the night before? — A. I have no recollection of any such thing, sir. 

Q. Now to go back a little and see if we understand each other. You 
say that this letter, which you sent Hayes in Toronto, containing you say 
$30 or $50 A. Thirty dollars. 
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Q. You say that you wrote bim a letter witb that directing him to 
take that money and come back ? — A. I am not positive whether I sent 
the letter with that money or not, but I wrote before, and he wrote me 
that he had no money, that I must send him some money, and whether 
I wrote him with that letter, or said anything particular about the money 
at the time I sent it I do not know, but I know I sent him $30, and that 
money was to bring him back. 

By Mr. Hamilton: 

Q. How many letters did you write to Hayes ? — A. Two. 

Q. Beside the one that had the money ? — A. I will not be positive 
about that, whether I wrote two besides that or not.* One contained 
the money. 

Q. Did it have reference to the money ? Did it say anything about 
it ? — A. I have no doubt at all I said inclosed he would find so much 
money. 

Q. What else? — A. I do not know. 

Q. What else did you state in the letter? — A. The first letter I wrote 
him? 

Q. No ; this letter that you sent the money in ? — A. I am not positive 
what I said about that money. 

Q. "Inclosed," you said, "find $30 ?"— A. Yes, sir ; that is all I guess 
that there was to it, if I am not mistaken. 

Q. There was nothing else in it? — A. I do not remember that there 
was, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. Who directed that letter ? — A. Mr. Kunz, I guess. 
Q. How many letters has Kunz directed for you to Hayes since he 
has been in Toronto ? — A. He directed two or three. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. How came you to get Kunz to direct them? — A. I am a very poor 
writer myself, and Mr. Kunz directed pretty much all my letters. 

By Mr. Bass: 

Q. Will you state if you can the contents of the first letter you wrote 
Hayes ? — A. They were that I wanted him to come back. 

Q. It was on that subject ? — A. It was on that subject of his coming 
back. 

Q. What were the contents of the next letter ? — A. I think I wrote 
altogether three letters. There were two, I think. In one of them I 
said I would telegraph him the day I would go to Canada. 

Q. Did you direct anybody else to telegraph him for you? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. IN^ever ?— ^A. Perhaps Mr. Kunz might have written the dispatch. 
I could not say that. 1 sent two telegrams. I mean that, other than 
these two, I know nothing about it at all. 

Q. What did you send him telegrams for; what did you say in these? 
— A. One was to meet me. 

Q. Meet you wher^ ? — A. At the hotel or some place in Toronto ; 
that I would be there. I had already written him and told him I 
would come and would telegraph when I would be there ; and the next 
one was that I had sent the money. That was what it was. 

Q. What else did you say in that telegram ? — A. I think I told him 
to write me and let me know. 
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Q. You say that you sent the money in order that he might come 
back to this country with it^ — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What name did you sign to these telegrams ? — A. I do not know, 
sir. 

Q. You do not know ? — A. I do not know whether I signed my own 
name or not. 

Q. You swear that you do not recollect what nims you signed ? — A 
I swear I do not know. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Give us your best impression as to what name you signed to these 
telegrams. — A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Did you ever use the name of Mrs. Shaw f — A. No, sir. 
Q. Neither in sending telegrams nor in writing "? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q You do not use any such name as either Mrs. Shaw or Shaw ? — A. 
I might use Shaw. That might be it. 

Q. Do you recollect about that dispatch ? [handing a dispatch to the 
witness dated the 19th of May.] A. I never wrote that dispatch. I never 
signed Mrs. Shaw. 

Q. Did Mr. Kunz, by your direction? — A. Mr. Kunz would never 
sign Mrs. Shaw. 

Q. Who lives at 168 Forsyth street ? — A. I do not know, sir. 

Q. There is a dispatch which Mr. Kunz says he sent by your direc- 
tion, and that he lives at 168 Forsyth street. — A. Well, he may ; I do 
not know the number. 

Q. Do you recollect directing him to send that dispatch ? — A. I do 
not suppose I would tell Mr. Kunz to put Mrs. Shaw. 

Q. Why, you directed him to send that dispatch! — A. I say I have 
no doubt 1 did. 

Q. And here is another one likewise. You directed him to send that 
dispatch? [handing dispatch dated June 9 to the witness.] Now, this, 
telegram of June 9 you say, '' sent on Friday," what does that mean — 
the money ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say you wrote him that you sent the money in order to enable 
him to come back to America ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why did you put that in this dispatch, " Write me where you are 
going r' — A. Because, in one of his letters, he told me that before he 
came back he was going farther west. I remember that very distinctly. 

Q. So you sent him the $30 to enable him to go west from there before 
coming back to this country? — A. No, sir. I know I sent him the $30 
to come back, and I know he was talking of going to some place. 

Q. Do you not know the fact that no letter whatever accompanied 
that money *? — A. I am not positive. I know I sent the money, or, 
rather, Mr. Kunz did. 

Q. And then you followed that up with the telegram a few days after- 
ward, on the 9th of June, saying that you had sent the money Friday, 
that referred to the money, and asked him where he was going. Did 
you expect that he was going somewhere on thd money that you had 
sent?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Why did you connect those two things together ? — A. I had a 
letter or a telegram from him — I forget which now — in the mean time. 
But he had told me some time that he was going to some place. 
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Q. Whose handwriting is that [handing letter, signed Mrs. Shaw, to 
the witness] ? — A. I do not know, sir. 

Q. You never saw that befoi*e ; you swear to that, do you f — ^A. That 
is not mine. 

Q. Did you ever see that before t — ^A. Never in my life, that I know of. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Did you cause that to be sent ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Is not that your handwriting I — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. You never saw that before? — A. No, sir; I could not write as well 
as that to save my soul. 

Q. How happened you to direct those telegrams to be signed Mrs. 
Shaw f — A. I have already stated what I vvas doing I was doing un- 
known to Colonel Whitley, but Kunz knew what I was doing. Colonel 
Whitley did not. That is why I took the assumed name of Shaw. 

Q. ^en you did take the assumed name of Shaw ? — A. I did, sir. 

Q. I wish you to tell the committee how it was that Hynes knew who 
was meant by the name of Shaw. How was it that Hayes knew who 
Shaw was ? — A. Well, 1 cannot tell that, sir. 

Q. Is not that a little remarkable'? — A. It may appear a little remark- 
able just now. 

Q. Yes, it does. Can you explain it ? — A. I know this : that J. P. 
Shaw has been the name I assumed, and I am satisfied there is not a 
man in our office nor off it who knows that, that don't know that I take 
that name. 

Q. How did Hayes know who Shaw was; this is not J. P. Shaw; 
this is Mrs. Shaw ? — A. The Mis., you understand, don't belong to me. 
I did not put any Mrs. Shaw there. 

Q. Can you explain to the committee how it was thiat you supposed 
that Hayes knew who was meant when he received this dispatch signed 
Mrs. Shawf — A. Well, I cannot tell just now without it is that he 
knew and would know 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Did you direct Kunz to send these telegrams in the name of 
Shaw •? — A. 1 suppose I did. 

Q. Then the question is, how would Hayes know who Shaw was; 
would it not be all Greek to him ? — A. I have already told you, gentle- 
men, that I wrote one or two letters myself to Hayes, and the reasou 
that I took an assumed name was not on account of Hayes, but was 
on account of Colonel Whitley, in what I was doing. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. That does not come to the point. — ^A. I wrote Hayes at least tWo 
letters. 

Q. In the name of Shaw ? — A. No, sir, Nettleship. Kow, that is how 
he has got that name. I would tell him to look for that name, or some- 
thing ; that is just how he has got it. 

Q.. You told him you would? — A. I suppose that is it. I cannpt say 
any nearer than that.* 

By Mr. Bass: 
Q. Do you recollect what date it was when you testifi^^ed before this 
committee? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Or the day of the month ? — ^A. No, sir. 
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Q. You do not recollect ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect how loug it was after you haJi testified here 
before you had cominuQication with Hayes in Toronto ? — A. Eight or 
ten days. 

Q. You testified before this committee that you had no knowledge 
whatever as to the whereabouts of Hayes when you were here before ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You do not recollect the day of the month of that I — A. No, sir. 

Q. Had you at that time been in communication with Hayes ? — ^A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Had you not at that time sent Hayes away ; informed him that he 
was to be arrested, and directed Mm to leave ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Before you sent him any telegraph by the name of Shaw you say 
you had written him a letter ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Now you testified before this committee on the 18th day of May f — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Your telegram is dated the 19th of May, four days after, in which 
you tell him you will be in Toronto next Friday. That was four days 
after you testified before this committee you signed that name, ^* Mrs. 
Shaw.'' How was it possible, within those four days, that you could have had 
any communication with this man Hayes, in Toronto, to have made an 
arrangement for telegraphing in this fictitious name ? — A. Lou. Daloma 
went right to his wife; there had been some misunderstanding; Lou. 
knew something about the property ; that Hayes's wifes's uncle owned 
that hotel, and Lou. struck it right on sight. 

Q. Very well ; what has that got to do with Mrs. Shaw ? We are 
inquiring how it was that he was supposed to know on the 19th of May — 
you having sworn on the 15th before this committee, and you could not 
have been in New York until the 16th — ^you having sworn on the 15th 
that you had no knowledge whatever as to the whereabouts of this man, 
yet we find you three days afterward sending him a confidential dis- 
patch in the name of Mrs. Shaw, telling him that you will be in Toronto 
on Friday or Saturday, and to look out for you, and to answer by tel- 
egraph ? Did you get any answer to this' telegram ? — A. I do not re- 
member, sir. 

Q. You say, " Answer by telegraph ; '' that indicates that he is to 
answer to Mrs. Shaw, at 168 Forsyth street; he knew who Mrs. Shaw 
was, then, did he not? — A. Well, I am trying to account for that. 

Mr. Hamilton. He says he wrote to him prior to that, informing him*? — 
A. No ; I say possibly I might ; I surmise that I might ; I cannot say 
positively about that. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Now, you say that he said that he was going West before he came 
back here; whereabouts West? — A. I do not know, sir; but it was 
some place that he wanted to go. 

Q. Did you give him any money other than that you have spoken 
of ?— A. Jfo, sir. 

Q. What moneys did you say you had given him ? — A. Thirty dollars 
and $50. 

Q. Had you had any quarrel or disagreement with Hayes since he 
returned to this country ?— A. Not a word. 

Q. Then, according to your statemeet, he came to your house to get $50 
to come here If — A. No, sir ; he did not come to my house to get $50 ; 
but my being placed in the circumstances in which I was placed, I did 
that in order to secure his confidence. That was it. If I had not been 
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placed as I was, I would not have giv^en hiin $50. I would have brought 
bim right here myself That is what I was putting up ; but inasmuch 
as I was fixed as 1 was, I thought that was the best thing. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. Had you proposed to him in Toronto to make an affidavit there as 
to what he knew about it ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. Nor did not write to him to do it f — A. Not a bit of it, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Did you receive any vouchers from him ! — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he sign any vouchers and give them to you 1 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Nor blanks ? — A. Nothing at all, sir. 

Q. By the name of Hynes, or any other name? — A. By no name, in 
any way, shape, or form. 

Q. You have directed Kunz to give him no money ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Why did you not inform the committee on the 19th of May, when 
you ascertained that this man was in Toronto, where he was ? — A. Well, 
I don't know. 1 calculated that this committee was going to have him 
back here. I used every endeavor I could to get him back. 

Q. What did you do to get him back here from Toronto! — A. Why, 
by letting him know that if he would come back — as I say, 1 went 
probably further than I ought — he should not be arrested ; that Colonel 
W^hitley seemed to have a little idea that I did not want Michael Hayes, 
and I did everything I could to bring him back. 

Q. You assured him that he would not be arrested if he came back 
here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did he get that assurance from you, and how I — A. I wrote 
him. 

Q. You wrote him a letter ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ? — A. I guess it was within ten days. 

Q. Within the last ten days ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Was that the first time you had given him that assurance f — A. 
No, sir ; 1 gave it to him when I saw him, but not quite as strong. He 
wanted to go belore an American consul at that time, and wanted nie to 
get the assurance of the American cons^ji, and 1 would not do it, and 
I had to draw out and let it drop. 

Q. Did you try to get him to make an affidavit to indicate that Car- 
ter was the man who put the job up against the safe ? — A. No, sir ; I 
did not. 

Q. No scheme of that kind was arranged between you and New- 
combe ! — A. No, sir, , 

Q. Did you know when Newcombe went over there? — A. I did not. 

Q. Did you have any sort of arrangement with Newcombe by which it 
was supposed you could get an affidavit from him over in Canada to. the 
effect that you knew nothing about this, and Carter did % — A. No, air. 

Q. What was the reason he said he would not come back from Can- 
ada % — A. Well, he did not feel like coming back right away. 

Q. Why f — A. He thought he would be " pulled." He wanted me to go 
to the American consul, and of course I could not do that. 

Q. Did he tell you what he had done, and the reason why he would 
not come back here? What had he been concerned in? Did he tell 
you ? — A. I do not know that we talked about anything in particular. 
We talked over that safe burglary ; that is, what was done. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. If I understand you, when you were here on the 15th of May you 
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then bad do sort of information or knowledge as to where Hayes was? — 
A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. You did communicate with him by letter, and gave him informa- 
tion that your communications to him would be under the name of Shaw, 
did you ?— A. I am not positive about that, sir. I only surmise about 
how that can be. About the name of Shaw, £ have taken it, as I say, 
lots of times before, but "Mrs. Shaw" is simply nonsense. 

Q. It may be very great nonsense, but we find it in these dispatches. — 
A. No, [ mean the point of "Mrs." and " Mr." 

Q. I say that may be nonsense, but we find these dispatches and a 
letter signed in that way. Do you know anybody else that knew you 
were communicating with him in the name of Shaw ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You have not any idea that anybody else knew anything about 
that, excepting Kunz ? — A. I have no idea at all, sir. • 

Q. And you cannot imagine how anybody should have written a 
letter to him signed "Mrs. Shaw," and you know nothing about it? — A. I 
do not knj)w anything about it at all. I know that is not my writing. 

Q. What is Mr. Whitley's full name?— A. Hiram 0. Whitley. 

Q. Do you have anything to do with the dispatches that he re- 
ceives ? — A. If he is not there I do. If the telegrams came to the office 
and he was not there I would see them. 

Q. Who fixed up the letter in which that money went to Toronto ? — A. 
1 think Mr. Kunz did, if I am not mistaken. 

Q. Do you know that handwriting ? [referring to letter signed " Mrs. 
Shaw."J — A. No, sir. 

The committee here adjourned. 



Washington, D. 0., Friday^ June 19, 1874. 

Leonard Whitney sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilson : 

Question. Where do you reside ? — Answer. In the city of Washington. 

Q. What is your business?— A. I am manager for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company for this city. 

Q. JHow long have you been so engaged ? — A. I have been engaged 
with the company for the last eight years. 

Q. Are you custodian of the books, messages, and papers of the office 
in this city ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether or not there was received in this city any message 
or messages directed to I. C. Kettleship by Michael Hayes in the early 
part of April last. — A. I desire to state to the committee that rules of 
the company require me to appear under a subpoena and bring with me 
the papers called for, but submit to court or committee that I ought not 
to produce them ; that they are privileged communications, and that 
I cannot do so unless a rule of the court or committee is entered 
requiring it. 

Q. The committee appreciate that, but feel themselves under obliga- 
tion to require the production of those papers. 

Witness. The rule, then, will be entered upon the records? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes ; a rule will be entered requiring you to produce 
the papers. 

Witness. I have to state in answer to the question, that the sub- 
poena served upon me requires the production of such messages be- 
tween the 1st and 23d of April, received in the city of Washington from 
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the city of New York, or elsewhere, signed by Michael Hayes or Wil- 
liam Hjnes, directed to 1. C. Nettleship. I would state, in the first 
place, that it is impossible for me to examine the records for such mes- 
sages, except froui the city of New York, Our manner of keeping the 
accounts would make it necessary to occupy a great deal of time to 
look over the records of all other offices ; so that I have been obliged 
to confine my examination to messages from New York ; the length of 
time allowed by the committee did not enable me to go any further. 1 
find a skeleton of a message, to I. C. Nettleship, signed M. H., on the 
15th of April. This is the only message 1 find between those dates 
with such a signature. 

Q. Have you that message with you! — A. I have not the message. 

Q. Have you a copy I — A. I have not a copy ; I have only a skeleton. 
The message was received on our printed instrument, and we keep 
no copies of our printed messages. We take impressions of our written 
messages, but of the printed messages we only take a skeleton for our 
books. It shows us the number of the message, from the office sent, 
the date and time it was received, the party addressed, and* the signa- 
ture. 

Q. Have you a copy of that record! — A. I have the skeleton that I 
have described with me. It reads : " 102, from New York City, 4 month, 
15, 1874,'' (that is our method of dating,) "addressed to I. 0. Nettle- 
ship, No. 116,'' that is our delivery-number, " received at 1.20 P. M., 
signed M. H." 

Q. Can you tell how many words there were in that message? — A. 
Twenty- seven words. 

Q. With the address and signature? — A. No, sir; only the body- 
words. 

Q. Can you procure from your office any copy of that message by tel 
egraph? — A. I cannot, to exhibit to the committee. The messages 
there are under the custody of the manager in that city, and our com- 
pany would not permit me to have such a message repeated for that 
object. 

Q. Suppose we wanted to subpoena the manager from New York, how 
would we describe the message ? — A. The message would be described 
as " Your 102 of April 15, to Nettleship, signed M. H." 

Q. From what office would we get it ? — A. From the office of the 
manager of the Western Union Telegraph Office, No. 145 Broadway, 
New York. 

Q. To whom was that message delivered ! — A. It was delivered at 
the Owen House, and receipted for by, as I understand, Mr. Bullard, 
who is the agent or manager of the house. 

Q. On what date was it delivered ? — A. On the same day, at 1.30 
p. m. 

Q. This is your receipt-book? — A. This is our messenger-delivery book. 
The number 116 corresponds with the number on the deliyery-message. 
It is receipted for by Mr. Bullard by his initials, W. L. B. 

Q. Who is the general manager of the Telegraph Company iu New 
York ?— A. Mr. A. S. Brown. 

Q. Were there any other messages received signed Michael Hayes or 
William Hynes ?— A. No, sir; this is the only message I find with such 
a signature. 
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W. 0. BuLLARD sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. You are the clerk of the Owen House? — Answer. Yes, sir 

Q. You were such clerk in April last ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr. I. 0. Nettleship, who was accustomed to stop 
there? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I show you the telegraph-book of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company of this city, which has just been produced here by the man- 
ager of that company. Under date of April 15, opposite dispatch No. 
116, are some initials of the recieipt of a dispatch. — A. That is mine. I 
generally sign in that way. 

Q. Do you recollect anything about the circumstances of receiving 
that particular dispatch, and what you did with it? — A. !No, sir; I have 
no recollection now. 

Q. Will you see if Mr. Nettleship was stopping at your hotel at that 
time ? — A. [Referring to the hotel register.] He came there that very 
day, in the evening. 

Q^ In the ordinary course of business what did you do with that dis- 
patch? — A. I put it in his box, No. 18, when it came in. If I was not 
in the office the other clerk did so. I do not remember whether I was 
in the office when he came, or not. He got it, any way. 

Q. So that he would have received it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson ; 
Q. You say he got it, if I understand you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Do you recollect how long Nettleship staid there at that time ? — 
A. I could not tell without looking at my other book. I could tell by 
looking at the transient book how long he staid at each time. 

Q. Was he here on the 22d or 23d of April ? — A. I think he was here, 
and he went away again, and came back again on the 21st of April. 

Q. How long did he remain ? — A. I cannot tell how long he remained 
at that time, but from my recollection I think it was about a week when 
be came back. I would not be sure without looking at my other books. 

Q. Where do you find his name next entered after the 2d ? — A. I do 
not find it entered at all here, after that. The next time he came he 
went to the St. James. 

Q. Can you tell us now by referring to your register whether he 
was here on the 7th or 8th of April, or about that time? — A. He came 
on the 6th of April — on the evening of the 6th. 

Q. Do 3'ou recollect of his having any interviews with a man said to 
be Michael Hayes ? — A. No, sir. Of course, people came and went lip to 
his room, but I don't know who they were. 

Q. Do you recollect who did call upon him? — A. Do you mean at 
that time — on the 7th or 6th? 

Q. Yes, sir. - A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Do you know with whom he was accustomed to have interviews at 
the hotel ? — A. There were so many that came there at different times 
that I could not remember who was there at a certain time. 

Q. Can you give us the name of any of those with whom he asso- 
ciated ? — A. There was only two that 1 think were in the same service 
with him. There was one fellow with black side- whiskers, and the other 
was this German — a tall, thin man. 

Q. When did you see the German there ? — A. I could not tell you 
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exactly when, becaase I have seen him there so often that I could not 
say exactly. It may have been every day or every other day. 

Q. Did the German ever register at your hotel ? — A. He either came 
and told me that jS^ettleship was coming and to save him a room, or this 
other young fellow with the side-whiskers did. They were the ones that 
always came. 

Q. Was that Mr. Shaler? He is in the Departments here, is he?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He has registered for him f How did they register for him ? — 
A. J. C. Nettleship, J^ewark, K J. 

Q. Do you mean the tall, thin man that he speaks of! — A. I say that 
he used to come and always engage the room for Mr. Nettleship, telling 
me that he was coming. 

Q. Was that Mr. Kunz? What German is it that you speak off — 
A. I do not what his name is. He is always with him a great deal, and 
is a tall, slim fellow. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Do you know what his business is! — A. I do not, sir. 

Q. What kind of a looking man is he ! — A, I do not think he has any 
whiskers or moustach. He is a young man, but I do not know his 
name. I never heard it called. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. He is frequently in Mr. Nettleship's company here, you say ! — A. 
Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Does this man that you speak of talk very brokenly ! — A. Well, 
he don't talk very plainly. It is not what you would call very broken. 
Q. But broken English ! — A. Y^es, sir. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. You took him to be a German from his dialect! — A. I knew him 
to be a German. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Do you know whether he lives in this city ! — A. He lives out 
Fourteenth street. I have gone out in the Fourteenth-street cars, near 
the State Department, and I have seen him on the cars, and getting off 
at about there. 

Q. Either on the 7th or 8th of April, or the 21st of April, or about 
those times, do you recollect seeing any persons going to Nettleship's 
room, that you knew ! — A. I cannot say that 1 recollect any one that I 
knew. 

Q. Do you recollect seeing any person that you did not know, or 
whose name you did not know going there ! — ^A. I could not say that 
exactly, because I might have seen them. They might come in and ask 
me what Nettleship's room was, and I would tell them " 18." But I 
never took any particular notice of anybody coming in and asking me 
in that way. 

Q. You do not recollect of anybody coming there whose names you 
knew ! — A. No, sir 5 1 do not. 

Q. Is there anybody about your house who would be more likely than 
yourself to know with whom Nettleship was communicating here ! — A. 
No, sir ; I do not think so. 

Q. Was Nettleship here on the 15th of April ! — A. He came on the 
evening of the 13th. 
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Q. You cannot tell from that book bow long he staid ? — A. No, sir. 

The examination of the witness was here closed, and be was directed 
by the committee to furnish to them a written statement of the dates 
during the mouth of April last upon which Nettleship was registered 
at the Owen House. 

The statement was afterward furnished by the witness, as follows : 

"Nettleship at the Owen House from April 6th to 11th 5 from April 
13th to the 22d. After looking over the books I find he was away a 
few days between the 13th and 22d, but as he kept his room while 
away I do not remember how many days he was away. He came back 
on the 21st." 

The committee then adjourned until to-morrow morning. 



Saturday, June 20, 1874. 

William G. Mank sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilson : 

Question. Where d(jyou reside ? — Answer. 1 reside now in New York, 
I hail from the State of Indiana. 

Q. How long have you resided in New York ? — A. A little over two 
years. 

Q. At what place in New York do you reside? — A. No. 85 Rivington 
street. 

Q. Have you been in any way connected with the secret service, and, 
if so, in what way *? — A. I am an inspector of customs. I generally go 
up to Colonel Whitley's office for to get information. I receive a good 
deal of information there. Sometimes I assist a little there. 

Q. Have you ever been connected with the secret service in New 
York ? — A. I have not, except in making seizures of smuggled goods as 
an inspector of customs. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Michael Hayes?— -A. I am. 

Q. How long have you known him ? — A. About as long as I have 
been in New York. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Nettleship ? — A. I do. 

Q. Do you know anything in regard to the safe-burglary in this city? 
and, if so, state it. — A. The first I heard of it was in the newspapers. 

Q. 1 was simply going to say that if you knew of any facts in connec- 
tion with it, we desire to have you state them to the committee. — A. I 
do not know anything. 

Q. Do you know of Hayes coming over here ? — A. I heard it — that is, 
through the newspapers; I read it. 1 can tell you what 1 know about 
Mr. Hayes and also about Mr. Carter. In the latter part of March Mr. 
Hayes came to my house, 85 Eivington street. I was not at home. He 
left his card there, saying that I shotjd meet him at Werner's in the 
Bowery, at 7 o'clock in the evening. I called up there at 7 o'clock 
in the evening. He told me that there was in Brooklyn a ship 
which had come in, and had three cases of bay-oil smuggled, and 
that they would be brought to his house in Eoosevelt street, and they 
wanted to sell it to him. That if I would be up there, I could seize it. 
He asked me how much I could give him for it. I told him I could 
not give him anything at all; that if he went as an informer he would 
have to wait until the goods were sold, and he would then get what 
would be coming to him — the moiety. He commenced talking and 
swearing and cursing about the Government. He said that Nettleship 
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had fooled him already on similar cases ; that he had given Nettleship 
some smuggling cases and he fooled him, and had not got his money ; 
that it was over six or seven months already, and he said also that he 
would not have anything to do any more with Mr. Nettleship or Colonel 
Whitley ; that he had been in their service in the Ku-Klux bu«^iness ; 
that he was good enough to do their dirty work, but afterthe Ku-Klax 
business was over, they discharged him for no cause. He said he hatl 
a friend by the name of Carter, who was a detective in Baltimore; that 
he was west at present, but that he would be back in Baltimore pretty 
soon, and he would go on and he would take care of him. Previons to 
that time Mr. Carter cauie on to New York as a witness in one of the 
cases. I saw him with Mike Hayes. Mike Hayes wanted to give me an 
introduction to him. I told him it was no use, that I knew Mr. Carter 
as formerly belonging to Colonel Whitley's forces. Mr. Carter talked — 
said that he had written a letter, or three letters; I cannot say exactly 
how many, for I did take much interest in it, a couple of letters to Mr. 
Nettleship. He used a bad expression, and called him a damn English 
— I do not want to use the other word — for not answering it; that 
he was a stuck-up fellow, and he would get even with that God damned 
— using that language again — one way or another. Mr. Nettleship 
is a personal friend of mine, we belonging to one lodge. I took him on 
one side and told him what Carter said. Nettleship pulled out a let- 
ter and says, " See that letter that he wrote to me." In that letter he 
used pretty bad language. He said he had done a job. I cannot recol- 
lect any more what it was, but he had done a job for the secret-service 
division. He had not got his pay ; something to that effect ; that he 
"held him responsible for it. Nettleship says he never hired that man, 
and never had anything to do with him, and " I will not answer such a 
letter." That is all 1 know about Mr. Hayes or Mr. Carter. 

Q. Do you know anything about Hayes coming over here to Washing- 
ton f — A. I know what Colonel Whitley told me about — let me see — it 
must have been about two or three weeks ago, that if I should ever hj 
chance see Mr. Hayes, I should bring him up to the oflSce. 

Q. Do you know of Hayes coming here along in the fore part ot 
April ? — A. Not of my own knowledge. He only told me that he wanted 
to go to see Carter ; that he had a letter from him, and he showed me 
the letter. 

Q. Was that along in the fore part of April ? — A. I went to Philadel- 
phia about the 4th. It was between the last of March and the 4tb of 
April — around there. 

Q. Between the last of March and the 4th of April? — A. Yes, sir; 
the first week of April. 

Q. Did you have any conversation of any kind with Colonel Whitley 
in regard to Hayes coming over here at that time? — A. No, sir; he 
only told me if I by chance saw Mike Hayes 

Q. But that was two or three^eeks ago ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I am referring to the time that Hayes came over here prior to 
that — about the fore part of April. — A. No, sir. 

Q. You had no conversation with Colonel Whitley in regard to his 
having come here at that time? — A. No, sir. 

Q. The first coversation you had with Colonel Whitley was two or 
three weeks ago in relation to your bringing him to the office ?— A. 
Bring him to the offtce. He said, " If you run across Mike Hayes, bring 
him right to the office ; and if he asks you what for, do not say anything, 
but bring him to me. I want to see him." 

Q. Did you hear anything in regard to a burglary of a safe in this 
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city before this burglary occurred ? — A. I did not. The first I heard of 
it was in the New York papers. 

Q. Prior to that you had no knowledge of it at all ! — A. No knowl- 
edge whatever. , 

Q. Since that time have any facts come to your knowledge which in- 
dicate in any way who were the parties who got up that burglary ^ — A. 
Nothing came to me, except that I made up my mind about it, taking 
everything into consideration. 

Q. I want to know the facts, if you have any in your possession. — A. 
I have not. 

Q. If there are any circumstances which have come to your knowledge, 
I would like to have them detailed to the committee. — A. Well, all I 
think is that, taking that letter, together 

Q. I do not care about asking your opinion. — A. Well, I have no 
facts. 

Q. I simply want to know whether any facts have come to your knowl- 
edge, or whether you can put the committee on the track of any facts 
which will enable us to get at the real state of this case. — A. 1 believe 
if I had about a week's time 1 could do it. If the collector of customs 
would give me leave of absence for about a week I believe I could 
ferret it out. 

Q. You think you could ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 

Q. Do you know that Mr. Nettleship was in Washington in the month 
of April? — A. I cannot tell you from my own knowledge. 

Q, You did not know at the time that he was? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You do not know where he was in April ? — A. No, sir; only what 
I heard through the newspapers. 

Q. Yon do not know where Hayes was in April I — ^A. I did not. The 
last time that I saw him was in the latter part of March — between the 
latter part of March and the first week in April. 

Q. Did Nettleship make any inquiry of you if you knew where 
Hayes was ? — A. Never, sir. 

Q, After it came out that the safe had been blown ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You had no conversation further than what you have stated with 
Nettleship about it ?— A. I only told Nettleship what Carter told me 
about those letters. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. When was that?— A. That must have been at the commencement 
of March. If I had my book here I could tell the date of it — the latter 
part of February. It was cold. He was there attending court — Carter 
was. 

Q. You know nothing at all about how Hayes happened to come ov^r 
here ? — A. I do not, sir. 

Q. Do you know a German living out at Newark who goes by the 
name of Gus sometimes ? — A. I do not know him personally. I heard 
of such a man. 

Q. What kind of a man is he ? — A. I cannot describe him to you, 
sir. 

Q. Did you ever see him ? — A. 1 never saw him ; I only heard of 
. him. I understood he used to be a counterfeiter. 

Q. He was a counterfeiter ? — A. Yes, sir* 

Q. Do you know what his business is at Newark ? — A. All that I 
know is that he was arrested for counterfeiting. 
21 s B 
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Q. You say that you never saw him t — A. I never saw him. 

Q. What was his namef — A. Gus — I do not recollect his name; 
Cerkwood, or Zurith, or something like that. All that I know of him 
is that I heard that he was in the counterfeitiug business. 

Q. He lives in Newark If — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it Sellick 1 — A. It is not Sellick. Sellick is a harness-maker, 
and he had worked with me on smuggled goods. He is no German ; 
he is an American. I only know this man by the name of Gus. If you 
can mention the other name I can recollect it. It commences -with 
C-e-r — Cerkwood, I guess. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. He lives at Newark? — A. Yes, sir; that is what I heard. I do not 
know. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. From whom did you hear that? — A. I heard it two years ago, 
when he was in the counterfeiting business. 

Q. Who did you hear it from then ? — A. They were talking about it 
in the otiice. 

Q. Did you ever hear Nettleship talking about it ? — A. I cannot say 
whether it was Nettleship, or Whitley, or Kunz. 

Q. Do you know whether Nettleship knows him or not ? — A. I can- 
not tell you that. 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Nettleship was between the 6th and 22d 
of April ? — A. No, sir ; I saw him in the ofl&ce, although I cannot recol- 
lect the days. 

By Mr. Bass : 
Q. What kind of a looking man is this Gus ? — A. I could not tell you. 
I never saw him, to my knowledge. I only know him by reputation. 

By Mr. Thitrman : 

Q. Did you see Hayes after he left Toronto ? — A. I saw Hayes the 
last time in the latter part of March, or between the 1st and 6th of 
April. 

Q. Where was that ? — A. In New York. He came over and wanted 
to give me away three cases of bay-oil. 

Frederick H. Aiken sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilson: 

Question. Where do you reside? — Answer. 1325 F street, Wash- 
ington. 

Q. How long have you resided here ? — A. I have resided here fifteen 
years. 

Q. I show you an article in the National Republican of Friday morn- 
ing, June 19, 1874. Did you write that article? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In that article in relation to the safe-blowing I find a paragraph 
commencing in this way : *^ Colonel Whitley has submitted proof that 
the real burglar is one Samuel Felcker, of Chicago.'' Where did you 
get that information ? — A. It is my impression that I got it from Colonel 
Whitley. 

Q. Was Colonel Whitley present at the time you wrote that article! 
— A. [After examining.] Colonel Whitley was not present. 

Q. Did he give you the information from which you wrote that arti- 
cle ? — A. He, with others, gave me the information upon which the 
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article precediug that is based — the article above the small-cap bead- 
lines of the " Proceedings yesterday." 

Q. Who were the others f — A. Mr. A. B. IN^ewcombe was present. It 
is my impression another person was present in the room, bat I cannot 
recall the name. 

Q. Was his name Kunz ? — A. No, sir 5 I am well acquainted with Mr. 
Kunz. 

Q. There are two Kunzes — one of New York and one of this city. — 
A. YeSj air; I am acquainted with both of them. 

Q. It was neither of those? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you not remember the name of the other person f — A. No, sir, 
I cannot; and I am not absolutely sure that another was present. 

Q, Where did you write that article ?-^A. I wrote the article under 
the head of ''Proceedings yesterday." It was written at two different 
dates, in the Eepublican office. 

Q. Where did you make the notes from which you wrote the arti- 
cle? — A. I made the notes from which I wrote what is above that 

Q. No, I am speaking about that in regard to Mr. Felcker. — A. In. 
that room, [indicating the committee-room.] 

Q. Who was present when you made the notes I — A. Colonel Whitley. 

Q. Did he give you the information from which you made the notes ? — 
A. Yes, sir ; in regard to Felcker. 

Q. Who procured you to write that article ? — A. No one, sir. 
/ Q. How did you happen to write it ! — A. It came about in this way : 
In my social relations with J. W. F. Kunz and with Mr. Thomas Shaler, 
particularly with the latter, I have been enabled to obtain early news 
in regard to the operations of the secret service that other newspaper- 
men in town have not been able to, and on various occasions have pre- 
pared articles for the press in regard to their operations; and this came 
from that source. 

Q. Did you get any of this informtion from Mr. Shaler ? — A. Yes, sir, 
I think I did ; a little. 

.Q. Was Mr. Shaler present when Mr. Whitley gave you the informa- 
tion ? — A. No, sir ; he was not. 

Q. But Mr. Shaler did give you information upon which you predi- 
cated some portions of this article ! — A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Did Mr. Whitley give you information as to what witness had 
testified to before the committjBe as stated in this article I — A. No, sir ; 
I think I asked Mr. Shalesr, or Mr. Albert Kunz, who were examined, 
and they said, all of them, "AH of us ; " in that way ; Newcombe, Shaler, 
and Albert Kunz, Fred. Kunz, and Colonel Whitley. I might add, how- 
ever, that I knew that before they told me. 

Q. Knew what ! — A. That they had been examined ; there was a 
publication in the Evening Star, if you will recollect, that afternoon. 

Q. What I want to know is whether Colonel Whitley gave you in- 
formation as to what these men had testified to. — A. He gave me none 
of the information as to what they testified to Thursday ; that is, the 
testimony — the second portion of the article — ^the latter portion of it ; 
because I saw him at the Capitol at 2 o'clock, and the examination had 
iK)t then taken place ; I saw him in that room, [indicating committee- 
room.] 

Q. Did you know Mr. Felcker before this time ! — A. No, sir ; I never 
saw the man in my life. 

Q. Do you know anything of him? — A. I may have heard of his 
name. 
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Q. You never heard of bim until you saw Colonel Whitley !— A. No, 
sir. I say I never heard of him ; I may have read something about him. 

Q. The closing paragraph in this article is as follows : " What, in the 
foregoing, has relation to Felcker is given on the authority of Colonel 
Whitley himself, and is in substance as has been stated to the commit- 
tee." State whether or not that is a correct statement. — A. Now, 
I never heard — ^it is not a correct statement. 

Q. Wherein is it incorrect f — A. It is incorrect in this: I never heard of 
Felcker until Colonel Whitley told me about him in that room [indicat- 
ing] last Thursday, and he was then giving me his theory of the safe-rob- 
bery, and he gave me the information in regard to Felcker which is em- 
bodied in that article. He told me that I might rely upon it as being 
correct, and that at any time or place I might give his name as authority 
for the statement in regard to Felcker. He did not state, however, what 
I have said in regard to Felcker embodied in testimony which he had 
given before the committee. That was a slip of the pen, and I am sorry 
that it crept into the article. 

Q. So far as the matter stated in this article purports to contain facts 
in relation to Felcker, you did get that from Mr. Whitley f — A. O, yes, 
sir ; and obtained a great many additional ones since from the Treasury 
Department. 

By Mr. Allison : 

Q, In relation to Felcker ? — A. Yes, sir ; from the secretary -s office. 
By M. Wllson : 

Q. How did you happen to take those notes from Mr. Whitley! — A. 
In this way : I feel, on account of my personal friendship for Shaler, oa 
account of my personal friendship for Mr. Harrington and Mr. Alex- 
ander also, I thought that at last some motive or reason ibr the blowing 
up of the safe had been discovered and that it would be a relief to the 
friends of Mr. Harrington and Mr. Alexander to have such statement 
go oat. Then again it was an item of news. 

Q. That is not the point exactly. How did you happen to make these 
notes f — A. I made them for the Republican and for publication. 

Q. But who suggested to you to do that ! — A. No one, sir. I did it 
as a newspaper-man. 

Q. Did you inquire of Mr. Whitley s^ to what he knew about this 
matter f — ^A. I inquired of Mr. Whitley Tuesday what he was here for ; 
what the testimony had been — the point of it before the committee. I 
asked him if there was any pledge of secrecy. Be said there was nooe 
placed upon him ; that he was free to state whatever occurred as fEO* as. 
he recollcted it. I sat down with him and made the notes of the first 
part of the article. The latter part I made the notes from conversation 
with him in that room, [indicating.] 

Q. Did he know that you were going to make a newspaper article of 
what you .were writing *? — A. Well, sir, I take it that he had every 
reason to believe there would be one. 

Q. Did he know it? — A. I cannot state what he knew. 

Q. Was the matter talked about between you ! — A. Yes, sir ; it was. 

Q. It was understood then between you that what he was commuoi- 
cating to you you were to publish in some newspaper in this city t— A. 
Not that I was to publish it. There was no consideration about it, bat 
that I might publish it . 

Q, Was it understood between you that you were going to publish 
it I — A. I have no doubt, Mr. Wilson, but what he expected I would 
publish it. 
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Q. Was that the understanding between you ? — A. Well, yes, sir ; it 
amounted to that. It could not be construed in any other way, although 
there was no formal declaration to that effect. All that portion of the 
article giving Colonel Whitley'8 name asauthority for testimony before the 
committee in regard to Felcker — actual testimony submitted — ^is entirely 
extra on my part ; I regretted it afterward, for I did not know it to be the 
fact. It was a slip of the pen in the hurry of writing without having 
time to review what I had written. What purports to be a statement of 
facts in regard to Felcker was stated to me in conversation as one friend 
would state to another, about a man whom he believed to- be operating 
against him ; and thinking there would be some reply to it from some 
source— from Mr. Felcker, or his friend — I fortified my information by 
additional facts obtained from the Treasury Department. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. What additional facts have you in relation to Felcker? — A. These 
facts are in regard to Felckier. They cover his career in Chicago; his 
connection with Mr. Allen Pinkerton; his operations in Cincinnati; 
and, if I mistake not, something of his associations in New York City. 

Q. Do any of them relate in any sense to this safe-robbery ? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. There is nothing connected with the safe-robbery whatever, in any 
way, that you have heard f — A. I ought to say that I am not quite pre- 
pared to answer that question, and for this reason: That I sent a 
phonographer to a gentleman from whom I obtained the information. 
He took the notes. One copy of them has been written out to-day. 
Another copy, I believe, is being written out at my rooms now ; but I 
have not read them over. I have only a general knowledge of what 
they are about. 

Q. Are they to be published in the morning!— A. Fo, sir. 

Q. You think you have some further information in relation to this 
robbery that will be of use to us from Felcker or anybody else ! — A. !If o, 
sir; I could not answer that. 1 think I have further inform.ation in 
regard to Felcker's character. 

The committee here adjourned. 



WASHmOTON, D. C, June 20, 1874. 

Allen Warwick Smith sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilson : 

(^ueston. Where do you reside! — Answer. No. 305 West Fifteepth 
street, New York. 

Q. What is your business! — A. I am in the telegraph business; 
have charge of a department in the Franklin Telc^aph Company. 

Q. And you left there last night to come here, in obedience to a aub- 
pcena ! — ^A. 1 left there this morning. But perhaps before we go any 
iiuther, I will state that in copying off the message from recollection, 
the words have not been put down exactly as they seem to h£^ve been 
iu the original. I have a copy of the message as received in New 
Tork, and it did not appear to be the same as that which the manager 
of our office here sent on to New York, although he did not compare it 
With the original. But if the original can be produced here it can be 
compared with the message received in New York. 
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Q. You have with you the memorandum of the dispatch which you 
received in ^ew York directed to H. C. Whitley ? — A. I have the re- 
ceipt for it. 

Q. Where is that receipt ! — ^A. It is in this book, [book shown com- 
mittee.] This book is used at the branch-office at the Grand Central 
Hotel. I presume this is^. C. Whitley's signature 5 1 am not acquainted 
with his signature, however. 

Q. This is your telegraph receipt-book ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Eead the entry.— A, "No. 48. To H. 0. Whitley, 56 Bleecker 
street. Paid. (Signed) H. C. Whitley, 6.12." These last figures mean 
twelve minutes past six ; that is the time the dispatch was received. 
The boy that had charge of this book is the night-boy, and this seems 
to be the first message for that night ; he probably went on duty at 6 
o'clock. 

Q. Here is the original message handed into the office here. Compare 
that with the copy received in New York that you have. — A. ** No one 
here. What shall I do F They seem to be exactly alike, so I was mis- 
taken about there being a discrepancy. 



Washington, D. C, June 22, 1874. 

John Davidson sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. What position do you occupy I — Answer. I am a clerk in 
the office of the Solicitor of the Treasury. 

Q. State whether or not you went to New York the other night to 
obtain some vouchers at the request of the committee. — A. I did, sir. 

Q. State what you did and what you found. — A. I went to the office 
of Colonel Whitley, No* 66 Bleecker street, by direction of Mr. Bobin- 
son. Acting Solicitor. I saw Colonel Whitley about 9 o'clock in the 
morning, and gave him an open letter that Mr. Robinson gave to me, 
requesting him to give me all the subvouchers pertaining to Mr. Net- 
tleship's accounts for five months — January, February, March, April, 
and May, 1874. 

By Mr. Thubman : 
Q. Who is Mr. Eobinsont — A. He is disbursing agent of the secret- 
service fund, and now Acting Solicitor. Colonel Whitley told me that 
he knew nothing whatever of Mr. Nettleship's accounts, and nothing of 
any vouchers being on file in the office in New York, but that he would 
send a messenger to Mr. Nettleship's house in Newark, and request 
him to come over and produce all the vouchers. The messenger went 
over there and returned about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and reported 
that Mr. Nettleship was quite sick in bed, and that he had a very sick 
child, too, and consequently could not come over that afternoon. Noth- 
ing further was done that day, but I was requested by Colonel Whitley 
to call the next morning. I did so, and I was told then that a telegram 
had been received from Mr. Nettleship, stating that he was still unable 
to come, on account of sickness and his other family troubles. Then I 
was informed by Mr. Newcombe, the clerk, I think, in Colonel Whitley's 
office, would go over to Mr. Nettleship's house in Newark and see what 
he could do about the matter. He came back about 5 o'clock in the 
afternoon, and informed me that the vouchers would be there in the 
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morning; that was Sunday morning. So I waited until the next day. 
When I went to the oflBce of Colonel Whitley, on Sunday morning, I 
did not see Colonel Whitley or Mr. !N^ewcombe there, but I was informed 
there by somebody in charge that Mr. Newcombe and Mr. Kunz had 
gone over to Mr. Nettleship's house together, and that they would be 
back later in the day. At 5 o'clock I saw both of those gentlemen 
again, and they gave me these vouchers, which I now hand to the com- 
mittee. 

Q. What day did you first call on Colonel Whitley for these 
papers? — A. Last Friday morning. 

Q. And you did not get them until Sunday afternoon? — A. I got 
them Sanday afternoon about 5 o'clock. 

By Mr. Wilson : 
Q. Who had charge of those subvouchers? — A. I think some of them 
were kept in the office in New York, so far as I could understand, arnd 
some of them Mr. Nettleship had in his own possession. They stated to 
me that they could not furnish receipts for the miscellaneous expendi- 
tures, for the reason that in some cases they did not take receipts. Par- 
ties would come there and give them information in regard to counter- 
feiting and other cases who refused to allow their names to be used, 
and for that reason they could not take receipts. They often paid out 
money for information and for services rendered by assistants and 
others, but they could not take receipts for the reason I have stated. 

By Mr. BASS : 

Q. You are familiar with Mr. Whitley's signature ? — A. I think so ; 
I have* seen his signature quite often. 

Q. Is that his signature? [delivery -book of Franklin Telegraph Com- 
pany, referred to in Mr. Smith's testimony, handed to witness, and his 
attention directed to the name of H. C. Whitley, opposite dispatch No. 48, 
April 7.]— A. It looks like i^;. 

Q. What is you best opinion about it ? — A. It looks like it. I shall 
udge it was his signature. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Have you examined all the vouchers in the office of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury to see whether any money had been paid to Michael 
Hayes or William Hines? — A. I did. I found that no money had been 
paid to Michael Hayes subsequently to August 2, 1873, on which date 
there is a voucher, which I now produce. 

[Paper handed committee.] 

Q. Explain to the committee how Mr. Nettleship's accounts were kept 
in your office. — A. I am clerk in charge of the accounts of J. H. Robin- 
son, disbursing agent, of what is known as the secret-service fund. I 
simply act for him. Papers are presented to me which do hot give the 
particulars of the items. The vouchers are presented to me by Colonel 
Whitley's clerk in the secret-service office here, and my instructions 
are to pay them, or to make out checks for payment, which Mr. Robin- 
son signs. They generally come in this form : 

The United States (Treasury Department, Secret-Service Division) 

To (name of the party,) Dr. 

For expenses and services for the month ending , 1874. 

Transportation 

Subsistence ^.., 

Incidental expenses 

Services rendered for days, at per day, (inserting his regular salary ).. 

Total - 
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This account is generally certified to by the party that the account is 
true in all respects, &c., and comes to me receipted. That is all I know 
about these accounts. 

Q. The subvouchers that represent the amount charged for incidental 
expenses are retained or kept by whom ! — A. They are supposed to be 
on file in the secret-service division here, or in the office in New York. 

Q. The incidental expenses paid to Mr. Nettleship, as shown by these 
vouchers, amount to how much ? — A. I think they average about $600 
per month. 



Washington, D. C, June 23, 1874. 

George A. Cole sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Question. What is your occupation and where do you reside ? — An- 
swer. I am book-keeper for the Western Union Telegraph Company, in 
New York City, and I reside there. 

Q. Were yoii connected with the company last March and April ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have been subpoenaed here by this committee as a witness ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And required by your subpoena to produce a certain telegraphic 
dispatch ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And have you with you that telegraphic dispatch ? — A. I have it : 
but I would submit that these communications are privileged, and I 
have no right to produce them unless an order is entered to that effect 
by the committee. 

The Chairman. The committee will make that order. 

By Mr. Bass : 

Q. Have you that dispatch ! — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You may read it. — A. Your subpoena calls for our 102 of April 1^^ 
to Nettleship, signed M. H. Here is the dispatch your subpoena calls 
for ; but it is not the original dispatch, it is merely a copy that was 
taken in passing through the New York office from the Metropolitan 
Hotel on its way to Nettleship. 

By Mr. Wilson : 

Q. Metropolitan Hotel in what city ? — A. In New York City. 
By Mr. Bass : 

Q. And you have in your hands the original dispatch ! — A. Yes, sir^ 
the original dispatch sent on April 15, 1874, from the Metropolitan 
Hotel, New York City, but I see that it is dated March 15. 

Q. It should be April 15 ?— A. It should be April 15. 

Q. You may read the dispatch. — A. "New York, March 15, 1874. 
I. C. Nelleship, Owen House, 1314 Pennsylvania avenue, Washington: 
They will not sell at that price ; they want one thousand dollars. I will 
send on 9 a, m. on 16th inst. Answer at 174 Cherry street. New York. 
M. H." The name appears to be written NeWeship instead of Neffleship. 

Q. And that dispatch you have is a dispatch in the handwriting of 
the person sending it — as it was written at the office and filed there I — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now explain, so that the reporter may take it down, how you know 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNITED STATES ATTOKNEY,, WASHINGTON, D. C. 329^ 

that the date is wrong ; that it should be April 15 instead of March 
15. — ^A. Because this dispatch is numbered 42 from Metropolitan Hotel, 
New York. This relay copy is numbered 42 from New York, of April 
15, and was sent as our number 102. This original dispatch I got from 
our files of April 15 of the Metropolitan Hotel; in the city of New York. 

By Mr. Hamilton : 
Q. It was, then, sent on that date — April 15 f — A. Yes, sir; I know 
it from our relay copy that I have here, and also from getting it out of 
the package of April 15, 1874, from the Metropolitan Hotel. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. That original dispatch is very important to preserve. Could you 
not let us have it t — A. I have no right to let you have it. 

Q. If you take that back, would it be preserved so that it can be 
used again f — A, Yes, sir ; it can always be produced on subpoena up 
to two years from date. We keep them carefully preserved on file up 
to two years from date. 

Ben. Perley Poore recalled and examined. 
By Mr. Bass; 

Question. Please examine the dispatch signed M. Hayes to H. C. 
Whitley, No. 56 Bleecker street, dated April 7, 1874, from Washington } 
also the dispatch sent from New York, April 15, to I. 0. Nettleship, 
signed M. H., which is just produced by the last witness, Mr. Cole, and 
state whether or not, in your judgment, they are written by the same 
person. — A. After examining the two dispatches referred to, I will say 
that I have no doubt that both were written by the same person. 

22 SB 
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